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MEMOIRS 2 


OF THE 


REGENCY 


| His Royal Highneſs 

| 

| rg 
Duke of ORLEANS, 
18 During the Minority of his PRESENT _ 
53 Bf Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 7 
| LEW 1 S the XVth. 

E Containing the PUBLIC TarariEs, 

. STATE-INSTRUMENTS, and 
IS PrxINncieal\MaTTERs of the Court 

4 of France; with all the Negotiations 


and remarkable Events which have hap- 
pen'd in the ſeveral Courts of Europe, 
during the Adminiſtration of that Prince. 


— — 


hh 


= ——= 
LONDON: 


Printed for R. Montags at the General Poſt-Office,.. 
the Corner of Great Qizeen-ftreet near. e 
J. Brindley in New Bondaſtreet; Olive Pane in 
Round court in the Strand; and T. Woodman in! 
Ruſſel-fireet, Covent -· Garden. M DCC ae. 


rr 
. EE © TC £3 £3 
Fa > - „ 8 - » 
& . 


+ 4 T. 
ad = 
„ — m - L - po 
- 
* 7 * 


+ 
ö 
k 


e e * n * 8 * „ 3 F * 2 
EIS: b * 4 "XI * 3 


Tas 1 7 Þ 


6e eee. 


PREFACE 


REG = intended to have pub- 


* 9 *<: == Ty 


| ——=_ \ lib theſe Memoirs in 
in 00 N rance, and my Friends 
+ ured ne] ſhould eaſily 
Fo — CEE — Jaan the Imprimatur 
— For that _ 
noſe. 7 Was even complimented 
having kept a juſt Ballance —— 
that baſe and ſervile Flattery which 
gives a favourable Turn to the moſs un- 
warrantable Actions, and that unbri- 
dled Liberty which delights in Suſpicion 
and in taxing the moſt Innocent. I never 
took pains to imitate. the Malignity of 
Gainſayers, or acquire the dangerous 
Glory of being eminent in Satire. Tet 
7 ſtanding all my Precaution, I 
have hw cenfartd — doubt for 
taking too great a Liberty, or I fbould 
not have been reduc'd to the Neceſſity of 
ſe * for a Bookſeller in England 
42 who 


22 
11 


fetves formidable to the N 


4 The Parrac "Vi 4 
who durſt venture to print the following 
Sheets. The Pablick will fader fwbe- 


tber I deſerv'd ſuch Uſage. As for my 
elf, without engaging the Reader's 


Attention to a Particular of. /o little 


Importance, I ſball proceed to give ſome 


Account of the Memoirs themſelves. _ 

Minorities in France have almoſt al- 
ways provid Temes of Trouble and Con- 
tention between the Regency and the 
Parliaments : They have been generally 
attended with the Gppreſſon of the Pro- 
ple, the Ruin of the Finances, ani the 


Entertainment of faper nous Forees ; 
with orodl Difſentons, fore 


„ Wars, 
and the entire Deſiratizon of ara. 
ture and Commerce. it is then that 
prevate Men endeavour to raiſe their 
Fortunes by the ſame Means that wwonid 
undo them under the Reign of @ Kung 
Major; that is to ſay, by making them- 

2. — 


jor 


by felling thaſe Services ciob are in 
truth no more than the Conditions of 
their Allegiance. Different Socicties 
ammaje one another to demand the 
Rejititutron of fich Rights and Pri- 
vileges as have been taken mway from 


_ them, and very often lay hold on the 


never poſſeſs d. The Grandees 
Kingdom enter into Cululv; es an 


inferior 


1 


ly 


I 
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The Pa EFACRE. 
inferior Rank unite with them in their 
intrignes, and every Man vs loud for 
the Publick Good, whilfs hardly one has 
any Fhing in view but bis particalar 
Mmtere/;i. Foen the Parliament if /elf, 
with all its pure and npreght Intentions, 
often fr niſbes a Pretext for thoſe Di- 
whons which it wild appeaſe. In 
rhe Regent is oblig'd to grue up 
phe Part of his Authority for the Pre- 
ſervation of the reſt, or to have Recourſe 
to violent Methods, which do not appear 
the le aions for being authorized by 
Nece//tty. To this we may add, that 
th u new Regency every Thing takes 
a new Face. Other Miniſters, other 
Plans, freſb Allzances, and Projetts 
entirely oppofite to thoſe of the preceding 
Nenn. Such as hell the firſt Rank are 
Ac nnde and forgotten, whilfi thoſe 
that enere not yo much as ht of are 
takes ont of therr ObJcurity, and rais a 
won rhe Runs of their Predeceſſors. 
It way be ſaid with Truth, that the 
Mmoonſtancy of Human Affairs is never 
more vipble than w#nder a Regency. 
femte it is that the Heftories of thoſe 
ad ide nad tumnltnons Periods are 
#lwags read worth Plenſare : u Confder- 
Sr dee: 
peF un favour able Reception for t - 
Inwing Sheets, which 1 cer taiuiy 
ä | preſent 


Reaſon to ex- . 


i 


iv _ The PrxEFACE. 
' preſent the Reader with as various a 
Scene as any Book that ever was wrote 
upon ſuch a Subject. 
The firſt fxteen Months of the Regen- 
cy, ſet forth the Image of an Admti- 
niſtration equally wiſe, equitable and 
pacific. The Parliament was re-inveſted 
with the Right of trying Cauſes, and 
making Remonſirances to the Crown. 
There was a Report that it would be 
reſtor d to its antient Splendor, by re- 
ducing the excefſfoe Number of its 
Members to ſo many as ſhould be ſi 
cient to examine and expedite ſuch 
Aﬀairs as fell under their Cognt- 
Sante. 43,1 
Nor was this auguſt Court at all 
ewanting to it ſelf; it knew how to 
repreſs the haughty Enterprizes of ſuch 
as ſhewed an ilI-timed Contempt for it, 
and pretended to exact Honours to which 
they were not entituled. The Duke- 
Regent eſtabliſb d ſeveral Councils for 
the different Afairs of the Government. 
He fuppreſs'd a Number 4 ſaperfluous 
Impoſes and burthenſome Charges to the 
People, applying bis utmoſt Care to ſet- 
tle ſuch a Revenue for the Crown as © 
the People would willingly pay, and | 74 
. auight be brought without Diminution 
into the Treaſury, The Troops were be 
redug'd to a Number proportion'd to the We 
| real ©: 


1715. 
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The Prxeracs.- 
real want of them. Far from forming 
Military Projects for the Entertainment 
o turbulent and mutinous Spirits, which 
ad. been the chief Politick of former 
Regencies, his Royal Highneſs conclu- 
ded an Alliance with Great Britain and 
the United Provinces, by that means 
diſſipating thoſe Suſpicions which Eng- 
land had concerv'd, and it may be not 
without Reaſon, on Account of the Pre- 
tender. The Re-peopling the ſeveral 
Provinces, the Culture of Lands, and 
the Welfare of Commerce, were Points 
that engaged his utmoſt Application. 
Several Perſons Skilful in the Manage- 
ment of the Revenue having laid hold of © 
the Neceſſity which had forced Lewis 
XIV to have Recourſe to their pernicious 
Addreſs, and had fed upon the Miſeries 
the People, whom they reduced to 
eggary without enriching the Sove- 
reign, a Chamber of Fuſtice was eſta- 
bliſh'd to revenge the Injuries done the 
Nation by thoſe wicked Men, reſtoring 
to the King the immenſe Fruits of their 
Crimes, and acquitting a Part of thoſe 
prodigious Debts which had been con- 

trafted by Lewis XIV. | 
The Diſputes that aroſe concerning 
the famous Conſtitution Unigenitus, 
Were not terminated ſo happily. A 
Pope obſiinately bent to ſupport the Work 


of 


vi 


, 1 


powerful and dexterous, Bifbops full of 


of his own Hands, @ Society equatly 


the Principles of that Society, the tem- 
poral Intereſts of the Clergy, the Cum. 
plaifance with which the Nation bad. 


for a long Time devoted it folf ta the Seo 


of Rome, in a Word, ten thouſand 
Things conſpired to fruftrate all thai 
conld be done to terminate the Juarrel. 
Some happy Changes were brought about 
however in Relation to it, nofwwithe 


landing all OppofStion. Thoſe who umder 


themſehves. Several Bifbops forbid them 


the real or falſe Pretext 7 Janſeniſin 


had been diſg raced, baniſhed, or put into 
Priſon, were recalled and relate 


in their Poſſefſions. Their Zeal for pure 


Morality, and the Liberties of the Gal- 
lican Church, was no longer 1mpated to 
them for 4 Crime. The Jeſuits were 
humbled, and reduced to thoſe Limits 
within which they ought to have confim'd 


erther to Preach or Confeſs ; and ſeve- 
ral Communities laid hold of the Oppor- 
tunity which the Humour of the Times 


preſented, to retaliate thoſe Uſurpations 


which the Jeſuits had formerly prafhlh- 
fed upon them. LILY 
Theſe Beginnings ſeemed to promiſe a 
happy and durable peace, both in Church 
and State. To begin *with the for mor, 


bis Royal Highneſs publiff/d a Loc lara- Ns! 


ration 


9 
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Bull, as migbt remove the. Difficulties 


ment againſt his Royal Highneſs, and 
treated the Non- Acceptants as infolent 
and refrattory Perſons; condemning the 
Appeal brought by faur Biſhops of France, 
with that of Cardinal de Noailles, by. 4 
Decree of the Inquiſition, and declaring 
all thoſe to be ſeparated from the Com- 
munion of” the Church of Rome who 
hould not pay an entire Obedience to his 
Conſtitution. It as ob/ervable, - that 
the Apoſtolical Letters which thunder d 
out this Excommunication, were Pub- 
liſo d at a Jime when there ſcem d to be 
everal Gauſes of Diſcontent ſubfſting 
between the Duke. of. Orleans and the 
Parliament of Paris, and when. ſeveral 
Perſons Iabour's to excite an Inſurrec- 
lion againſt his Royal. Highneſs, But 
whatever: was. the Pope's Intention, ſo 
haughty. a Conduit was attended: with 
Conſequences. very contrary to his Holi- 
neſs's Expettations, and ſerud only.to 
give him freſh. Matter of. Deen 


VII. 
tion im the Rings Name on the. ſeventh 
H October 1717, ſuſpending all Diſputes 
concerning the Conſtitution Unigenitus. N 
His View in this was to. oblige. the 
Pope to give ſuch Explanations of that 


Harted by the Opponents. But the Re- 
gent was decerv'd in bis Expedtation; 
the Pope expreſſed a very great Reſent- 


viii The P&rra ct 
The Renewal of Appeals on the- fog 
ſeveral prelates and Ecelefpaſtics of a 
Orders, new Appeals rom Biſhops — N. 
had formerly rece#V'- the Conſtitution, 
vigor ou Proceedings on the Part of the 
King's Attorneys and Sollivitors, and 
fevers Votes of the ſeveral Parliaments 

acainſt the Publication of the Apoſtolical 
E and for 
Antes and Proc 
who held for the 
D 


amperues 

uf} of ee \ XF © © Happy in 
having to d with 4 Printe of the 
Regent's Moe ration, who thoug be fit 
to order by Circular Letters direed ro 
the Biſhops and . re” ea of the 
Kingdom, that the | Affair fbould be 
treated with the" niceſi Management 
and Circumßpection, in Hopes of finding 
an Expedient to reconcole atfcontented 
=. Minds, and yrociire a Peace for the 
Church. There was one Circumſtance 
very ſmgular in the Mritings that wer. 
pn 22 for and gain the Conftitution, 
Thoſe who 4 1 that x 
72 the Proteſtants an Occafion 
5; whil * Pope on the aber 
Hand. acc — of imitating the 
"Proteſtants, by putting 4 4 Sent 
upan his Conſtitution, and by Jonding ii 
—  Calummnies, "and w 
Imputation 


The Pa ZFA. 


Imputation of the moſt enormous Errors. 


Non-Acceptants, and treat them in a 


tefied an inuiolable Attachment for his 
Perſon, in Quality of Vicar of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and | of the Church, Do- 

0 al from the POPE. ill 
. — N 8 better informed, 
and to a future General Council. It 
being evident however that theſe were 
no more than exterior Profeſſions, his 
Holineſs would have been better pleaſed 
had they taken off the Mas, and made 
a Declaration in Form againſt his 
Authority. This at leaſt would have 
wntied bis Hands, and warranted the 
Regonr of his Proceedings. But whether 
it were owing to Policy or Perſuaſion, 
the Anti-Conftetationiſts in France kept 
cloſely to the Method of their Predecefſors, 
and would not be thought to ſuppoſe 
themſelues to be really without the Pale 
of that Church from whence the Canrt 
of Rome had driven them. Another 
dub ent of Diſcontent for Clement X 
was the Affair of the Bulls which be 
bad for a long Time refuſed to the 
Biſhops of France nominated by the Um; 
# Pont that bis Holineſs ma glad to 
comply with, auhen be ſaws with what 
1 a 2 Vigour 


But it was to no Purpoſe for bis Holi- 


harſh and rigorous Manner; they pro- 


9 


1X 


/ 


N | 


Were to examine in what 


1718. 
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Vigour and Conſtancy the Duke Regent 
proceeded to appoint Commiſſaries, who 
anner thoſe 
Prelates might officiate without the 
Bulls, which had been refuſed with ſq 


nuch mn The Holy Father began | 
to fear for hi 


mſelf, ſo ſoon as be jaw 
others were not afraid of bim. He 
knew the Datary would ſuffer a conſi- 
derable Loſs if be pe nſſſted in his firſt 
Reſolution; and this determin'd him to 
make haſte and prevent the Mzsfortune, 
by granting his Bulls without Diſtindtion 
to all thoſe for whom they had been 
demanded. N * (4 
The Secular Affairs of the Kingdom 
Were not leſs agitated than thoſe of the 
Church. Monſieur Dagueſſeau had been 
rais'd to the Dignity of Chancellor with 
the Approbation of the Publick. He had 
always go he an equal Zeal for the 
Good of the 

the Duke Regent, and had on many 
Occaſions beſtowed very extraordinar 
Praiſes upon the Adminiſtration. Yet 
his Royal Highneſs thought himſelf obIi- 
ged to take back the Seals which he had 
entruſted with him, and tas with 


| (reef that the Nation jaw them placed 


in other Hands. The. ſame Prince had 


reftor'd the Parliament to the Right of 


mating. Remonſtrances to the Crown: 
e FILM and 


ingdom and the Perſon of 


The PaEBFA ct. 
and in Reality, © this could not yell be 
refuſed to a Society which is the Minis 
ter and Interpreter of the Laus, the 
Preſerver and Guardian of the Rights 
of the People. It my be added, that 
his illuſtrious Body had merited very 
well of the Duke of Orleans, by decree- 
ing the Regency to him upon Motives of 
Equity, and without having made any. 
Sttpulations with his Royal Highneſs 
as many great Lords were ſuſpegted of 
having done. But the Cnuncil of Re- 
gency ſoon grew tir d of the frequent 
Remonſtrances that came from the 
Parliament, and this gave Riſe to a 
Bed of Juſtice. The famous Cauſe be- 
tween the lawful and the legitimated 
Princes, which was decided about this 
Time, the Pretenſons of the Dukes and 
Peers againſt the laſt mention'd Princes, 
and their Diſpute with the Reſt of the 
Nobility, the Petitions that were fn d 
by ſeveral Noblemen touching the Affair 
of the Duke du Maine and Count de 
Toulouſe, the ſecret Diſcontents produ- 
ced by that Affair, and the Miſunder- 
ſtanding of the Duke Regent with the 
States and Parliament of Bretagne, are 
ſo many remarkable Events which fol- 
low'd one another very cloſely, and are 
therefore placed in the ſame Order in 
the following Memoirs. | 

About 


xii 


The PaEFAC E. 
About the ſame Time broke out the 
Conſpiracy that had been hatch'd againſt 
the Duke Regent by the Cardinal 
Alberoni. The Raſbneſs and Importance 
of the Under taking, the Indi/cretion that 
appear'd in the Prince de Cellamare's 
Letters, wrote without any Cypher, 
and entruſted with Perſons already 
ſuſpeFed, were Circumſtances of no 
little Surprixe to the Public; and the 
rather, becauſe the Conſpiracy was 
form'd at a Time when the Regent, in 


 Conjunttion with the King of Great 
Britain, was endeavouring to ſecure to 


his Catholic Majeſty and his Poſterity the 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy, and many other confiderable 
Advantages. (1) ; 
Many ſurprixing Myſteries were 
diſcloſed upon this Occaſion. The De- 


An was no leſs than to rob the Duke 


of Orleans of the Regency, and to revive 
is Catbolic Majeſty's Pretenſons to 
the Kingdom of France, notwithſtanding 
2 the folemn 8 which bad 
cen made upon this Subje /o many 
different Parties. 1 
Officers of the Army, the great Men of 
| | | - the 


— 


— 


000 By the Treaty that way then negociatiog ut 
a F 
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The PheErace. 
the Kingdom, Magiſtrates, even Women 
aud whole Societies of different Orders, 


/piracy. Seditious Writings were ſpread 
about the Kingdom; a very configerable 
Province appear d to be infetted: with 
the Spirit of Rebellion, and toextinguifh 
it the Regent ſaw himſelf oblig d to 


ſolution taken with Regret, as naturally 
tending to deſtroy that Aﬀezon\which 


Xiit 


**0 


were . either convitted or vebemently 
fuſpeFed of having a Hand in the Con. 


execute ſeveral of the Nobiliiy; a Re- _ 


it had been his Royal Highnefs's Endea- 


dour to cultivate in the Minds of. the 
People. France {aw it ſelf reduc'd to 
the Neceſſity of declaring Mar againſt a 
Prince for it had waſted: /o much 
Blood and Treaſure. The French Forces 
zook Fonterabia and St. Sebaſtian, apun 
which ſeveral Provinces ſubmitted; 


and though it was not caſy to forejes 


that. Peace would be the immediate 


On ſequ 
proved, Parties baving opened 
their Eyes to their real Intereſts, they 


fax how much it imp 
two: Courts already tied to each other 
by fo many diff 
remain united, the better to refs their 
excited this War was d. 4 and 
ſacrificed to Peace, and a dunble Mar- 

riage 


ence of this Expedition, yet ſoit 
= 


ferent Intereſts, 4 


ted them, that 


K * a p 96 . 8 
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riage cemented the new-eſtabliſh'd Union 
between the two Nations. It would 

be uſeleſs for me to remark the 
Wiſdom and Greatneſs of Mind that 
his Royal Highneſs exerted upon this 


Occaſion, fince every Man is a Fudge. 
how much. more eaſy it would be for get 
bim to give up his Intereſt rather than He 
ſacrifice his Reſentiment. * 
, -» Tcome now to Affairs of the Revenue, p 
1710. which at firft Sight appeared to have Ml *** 
1720. alter'd its Circumſtances much for the tg 
1722. Letter. Mr. John Law, by Birth a : 


Scot, had eftabliſh'd a general Bank, per; 
which was afterwards converted into 
a Royal Bank, and had in a little Time 
i ſued out Notes for a thouſand millions. 
The Company f the Weſt, otherwiſe | 
cal d the  Milliſippy - Company, had WH 
alſo made a marvellous Progreſs. The 
whole Capital, ſettled at one hundred tha 
millions; had been advanc'd 'within the be i 
ſhort Term of fix Months; and the Jo- 
bacco-Farm had been adjudg'd to. the 
Company for twenty-five Years, at the 
annual Rent of four millions two bun- 
dared thouſand Livres. The Eaſt-India- 
Company being 1 incorporated 
With the Miſſiſſippi, this united 

was preſently in a Condition to advance 
the King one hundred millions of Liures, 
and this was. ſoon follow'd by another 
EY | | Loan 


The PaprAGh 
Loan of fifteen hundred millions; unde, 
Favour, of which the Government-Bills 
were all called gu, the People ct has d 


from different Taxes, Money began. to 


circulate, - foreign Specie was . brought 
into the Kingdom, and Trade: 442 
general aud eaſy. But this flattering 
Staatzon of Affairs was of no long Con- 
tinuance, and the Foundatian. being 
rotten, the whole Fabrick ſdon came to 
the Ground, even. with greater Rapidity 
than it had been razfed. 

There was ſcarce a Man who had not 
perſuaded himſelf that be was abort to 
make as large and rapid a. Fortune as 


Mr. Law bim/e 
intraduc d by the latter was'a. /ort of 
Witchcraft for the French, pho ſtrove 


with Eagerne/s who. ſbould firſt bring 


his Effects into the Bank, and acquire 
that Paper which they zmagin'd would 
be immediately converted ints Wedges 


and. Ingats, With a this it is nt 


impoſſible bat the Author. of theſe Pro- 


jens might bave deſigned well when he 


propos'd them ; and any Propefition 


which tended to a quick Payment of the 


publick Debts, could not fail of. being 

welcome. to 4 727 which had even loſs 
all Hopes of diſcharging them. Paper 
ſubſtituted in the Room of - Gaſb, and 


difper/ed among ft N * a 
F | EY Fur. 


NV 
* 
* 


if. The Stock-abbing 


The bare 


Xvi 
fare * Method 9 " Bringing in Money. 


Imatinay: i lions produced by "this 
Paper edit, flatter the Minds f 
many more 2 ſmaller Sams in real 

Caſb; and ſome y theſe Millions, rea- 

liſhed by: fcb as bad the moſt _— 

tion, ur the greateſt Sbare of 
Fortune: ſerv'd to pere and i 75 
the De lion. For 725 would 

Adventurer, induced by the Facility 
there was of becoming ſuch, and the 
Gain that was made by it. The exceſ: 
foe Profit of tbe Miſſiſſippians was the 
Suben 'of all Converſation. The Con- 
tagion grew ſtronger every Day, and 
in a little Time communicated it ſelf to 
the neighbouring Nations. But a Build- 
ing raiſed on ſo weak a Foundation could 
not ſubfift long, and"atcordingly the ſame 
Tear which gave Birth to the Compa- 
s Actions, [aw them return again into 
their primitrve Nothing, from whence 
it were to be wiſb'd they had never been 
drawn.” Then it "was that a new 
Chamber of 7 iftice, under another Title, 
oblig d the Stotk-jobbers to divide their 
 unuft Profits with the King, and France 
a 5 md with unſpeakable Diftreſs, 
had no other "Conſolation than to fee 
the Authors of her Ruin ſhare the ſame 
Fate. Even" amongst thoſe which the 
3 had „ to do the Nation 
thts 


forth a Body 


The PAE AA cE- 
NG ſome there were who had 
the Wickedneſs to engreaſe the. general 
Miſery by their Endeavours; to enrich 
themſelves through baſe & and 2 rimmnal 

e 


Metbods and lo compleat . the Cala 
mity, . the Parliament 0 + Patis, WAS - 
tranſlated 20 Pontoiſe, for re rf uſer T1104 40 


1 5 er ſame net e ade 


e Council of Regency, in N97 5 to 
IR the Credit 2 the... 


Methods were, concerted of reconciling 
the teuo Parties that diode 7 the Church 
9a F rance, in Roe to- the Conſtitution 
enitus. 
= 4 Project of. n formed | 
upon the ain which 
Noailles had publiſbd in bis Epiſcopal 
Mandate, . now there came out 
another, by which it was; propos d to 
place upon one Column the bungred and 
one Propoſitions determin'd. in a bad 
Senſe, and upon another the ſame Pro- 
pop options rightly reſatv'd; after which 
Doftrines of the firſt Column were 
4 be donde mn d, and thoſe of the ſecond 
declar d Orthodox. In the - ſucceeding 
Tear 1720; Cardinal de Noailles' ſet 
of Divinity, and a Formu- 
tary ** the Acceptation of the Conſti- 
5 2 3 * 


Moſhppi 


Compan 
Wilt 3 Things. remain'd' in ah Hela. 
tion * Regard to the. i gane g, 


There bad already appe ar- 


ardinal de 


A* N . 


xviit 
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tuition). which with ime EN Senn 
were approved by the Carden 
Rohan ad de Aut and it was * 

ima 8 Hhat this Piece wontd bY} 

hop a Reconciliation, but it aid 
meet with the Succeſs that WAS 1 
from it. Ibe Cardinal war re 7 1 
207th baving conſatted no other Tong 

than thoſe who had condemn'd 
Queſnel. That he-took upon him to 5 
forth a Body of Divinity, as containing 
all the Doftrines of the Gallican Church, 
even. wil hout the Privity of feueral 
Biſhops. of the" ſame Church. That be 
Was to Ro for defiring to make a 


Rule of Faith 2 Ban, againſt which an 
/o * Prelal — "Prieff ffs an Monks, do 
and eden bis Eminency himſelf, bad vo 
made their Complaints 1 — therr . D 
peals to the Univerſal Church. Your /. 
Eminency, ſaid the Biſhops of Mont- 7e, 
pellier and Boulogne, | has acknowleds'd Ml 2+ 


the Bull to be faulty by your awn Appeal Wl /as 
and your Paſtorat Infiruftion ; is the Wl Ex 
Bull grown better by Length of 7 Time, , 
or can it be amended by the Body o hin 
Divinity tha 8 Eminence has late oth 
publiſh 7: ? \The greater Exattitude in WM rey 
RP and ſo much the more will it differ 
from the Conſtitution Unigenitus, he 
Relation you eftabliſh between them 
wil be rather a Cenſure than a Fuftifi- 

cation 


ation, but repreſe 
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cation” of the Bull, and vill © 
ar bontrary to the true "Faith and 


the Church. Several Curates f the 
Dioceſs" of Paris vent ill rther, 
and not only declard again the 
Cardinals Proje fur 
efented alſo that they 


had remark d vera! Capital Errors 

in the Body * . which they 
5 — ſpecify'd to bis Eminen- 
cy. They 2 that the Body of 
Divinity realiſed ſeveral Chymerical 
Errors for no other End but to give a 
Colour to the Bull, That ambiguous 
and e Terms had been made uſe of, 
which for the moſt part are more fa- 
dourable to Schiſmatses tban to the 
Defenders of the Truth. That they wvere 
forbid to interpret the Bull in a dif- 
ferent "manner from the Explanations . 
given of it in the Body 0 if D But 
ſaid they, What if 4 No rejeds thoſe 
Explanations, does any one know the 
Senſe of the Bull better than the Pope 
himſelf? And if common Senſe ſuggeſts 
other Explanations, are we obliged to 

regeft them ? What if the very rr of 
; e Bull is contrary to thoſe Explana- 


Lions, wwhich ſball wwe adhere to? Shall 


we prefer an arbitrary nation to 
the natural Senſe of the Text? Such 
WAS 


0 


at Simplicity of Language peculiar to 


a  Reconcilt- 


The, PxEFACE] 
was: the Language of theſe Clergymen 
which brought the Cardinal to doubt the 
Senſe of his own Explanations, inſomuch 
that when he. ſent them to the Curates 
of his Dioceſs they- were accompanied 
with a circulatory Letter by which be 


left. his Clergy at Liberty to publiſh his 


Mandate or to ſuppreſs it according 10 
the Diftates of. their own. Conſciences. 
Zet notwithſtanding. this. the, Explana- 
tioms were authorized by a Declaration 
on \the Part of the King, which the 
Parliament \then fitting at Pontoiſe 
refuſed to enregiſter till it had paſſed 
the Grand Council, and then they did 
it with a Saluo to the Liberties and 
Privilæges of the Gallican Church, and 
to the fundamental Laws of the King- 
dom in Relation to the Power and Fu- 
riſdiqtion of the Biſhops 4 France, be 
Acceptation of the Pope's 
Right of appealing to à future Council. 
But what was the Effect of all this? 
The Pope condemned bath the Cardinals 
Mandate, with the Projet of Accom- 
modation that was contain d in it, tage- 
ther with the King's Declaration and 
the Parliaments Enregiſtring. Proteſts 
grew more frequent. The Number of 
Appeals encreaſed. every Day; and far 
an hundred Biſhops that bad implicitiy 
accepted the Conſtitution with the Pope's 
WET EF seplana- 


ulls, and the 
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mg of it, there were a great 
many more than an hundred different 
Bodies, Communities, Chapters, Uniber- 
fies, Tacultier f Biwiniey, Cathedral 
and Metropolitan Churches either with- 
in the Kingdom t other Nations, 


who in regular Aſemblies, after mature 


Deliberation, in felt Liberty and 
with an "univerſal Cuncurrence bad 
brought in their Appeals from this 
Decree. There was a Neceſſity for 
citing. ſeveral Appellants, who replied 
with ſo much Piety, | Knowleage and 
Conftancy, that it was thought proper 
3 af from interrogating them, that 
Occafion might not be giuen for 
tj ebliging the Court of Rome. A great 
Number of them were exil d bowever, 
and the Conſtitutioniſts did all 
could to blac ken a Enemies, 2 2% . 2 
tirical Writings of a very virulent and 


invidious Nature. The Aſſemblies of 


the Sorbonne were nterdiffed, and this 
Body of Men were forced to admit a 
Hyndic, who was choſen and placed over 
them by the Conſtitutionifts. This Con- 
duff excited the Biſhops of Pamiers, 


Senez, Montpellier, Boulogne, Axerre, 


Macon, and Tournai, to writ? 4 Letter 
to the Pope, which was preſented to 
his © AR * the bells Embaj- 

Jager, 


* 
2». — E ˙ Ä D . 


The Pane? 
of all re. 


ſador, -wherein' they ſirſt , 
general, and diſcovered the Source of Wl :; 
them to be in the new Opamions concert th 
ing Grace, and in corrupted Maxems R 
with Regard to Morality. As Examples 7; 
both of one and the other, cited the 7 
Books that had been pubłiſb d by Cardinal i /:: 
 Sfondrat and the Feſuit Francolin. From v 
_ thence paſſing to tbe Merits of the Bull C01 
it ſelf, they run through the . in 
Points of Doctrine contain d in it, ſuch th 
as the Precept relating to the Love of Ml B: 
God, that of aſcribing a Man's Aftions pe. 
to the Creator, the Rules Penitence, Fr 
the Reading of the boly Scraptares, . 
ha 


Maxims relating to Grace, to the om- 
nipotent Will of God, the Redemption of 

Feſus Chriſt, &c. Theſe Points were 
contained in the firſt Part of the Letter ; 
In the ſecond they. ſet forth à Part of 
_ thoje Abuſes and Marks of Craft dubich 
they had obſerv'd in the Manner. of 
proceedeng to this Decree. Such were 
the Choice that had been made of Coun- 
/ellors, who ought to have been the 
Cardinals, but were only eigbt or nine 
| | private 


— — — 
% — . i * 1 * 
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F bis Letter was condemn'd by the Inquiſition on 
the th of March 1722, and by the Council of Regency 
in France, on the 15th of April. 
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Prejudices and their Prepoſſeſſun a- 


gainſt the Doctrine of the Appellants ; 
the Condemnation of the Author of the 


Reflections unheard ; the Suppreſſion of 


Truth and the Employment of Falſhood 
in the Expoſition of the Propoſitions pre- 
ſented to the Pope; the Neglect of ha- 
ving conſulted the Biſhops of France 


concerning an Affair which took Birth 


in their Church, and was wrote in 


their Language ; the Examination of a 


Book referred to Perſons who were not 
perfet# Maſters of the Idioms of the 
French Language, from whence ſtrange 
Blunders have ariſen, the Refuſal that 
had been given to the Requeſt of cer- 
tain Biſhops for Explanations of the 
Bull; the Refuſal that had been made 


1 
private Perſons, remarkable for their 


to admit even the King's Deputies to 
an Audience of Clement MI]; the 


Biſhop's fimple Requeſi to be heard, 
conſtrued into a Motroe of Condemna- 
tion; the ill Uſage given to appealing 
Biſhops celebrated for their Doctrine 
and Piety, and to that Faculty of the 
Sorbonne which had been covered with 


Eulogiums from ſo many preceding 


Popes. In the laſt Place they demanded 
a General Council as the only Remedy 
equal to the Evils of the Church. 


6 Wet 
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Mae have already taken notice that 


this Letter had not ſuch an fest at 


Rome as the Authors of it expected, 
and that it was condemned both by the 
Inquifition and the Council of Regency. 
This laſt Circumſtance ſeemed to have 
put an End to the Hopes of the appeal- 
ing Party in France, but we ſhall ſee 
zn the Sequel of this Book that the 
Court had no mind effeFually to deſtroy 
at, and that it was maintain'd by the 
Cardinal du Bois againſt the Bulk of the 
Clergy. The Reader will likewiſe ſee 
the Promotion of this Prelate, his Riſe 


o the Office of Firſt Miniſter, the con- 


tinual Diſputes that were agitated on 


Ibis Account, the Degrees by which he 


roſe and his Death. An Account is alſo 
given of the Diſgrace of the Marſbal 


de Villeroy, of the Chancellor Dagueſ- 


ſeau, of the King's Coronation, the Ce- 
remonies prattis'd at his Majority, the 


Death of the Duke Regent, with many 


other Events which will be found at 
length in the Memoirs themſebves. 


As 


faithfully than elegantly, 
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| 1 to the Conduct I * obſerv'd in 
b. Work, J have been of- Opinion that 
it was rather my Buſineſs to elate 
Ornari Res 
ipſa negat, contenta doceri. I have not 
undertaken 4 Hiſtory, but Memoirs. for 
thoſe who ſhould write one. I thought 
it ſufficient for. me. to relate Facts that 
were true and curious; and I have de- 


pended ſolely for _ the Support 9 of my 
Work upon the Importance of the Mares 
contained in it, | 
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Difficulties and Reſolution of the Duke of | 


Orleans. 6 
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His Royal Highneſs declar'd Regent. 11 


He reſtores the Parliament to the Right of | 


making Remonſtrances. 13 


Eſtabliſhes ſeveral Councils. ibid, 


Makes new Regulations in the Revenue. 
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8 ettles the Value of the different Coins for 
Strifes 


ver. 
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Rojal Highneſs the Duke 
 f OxLxans, during tie 


Writing che Hiſtory of 
a prince, whoſe Death is 
bs recent as that of the 
N £4 Duke of Orleans, in 


Wyo Yo, 


alive were concern'd, an Author can 
hardly hope to pleaſe all Parties. Thoſe 
who honour his Memory will be of 
Opinion, that more might be ſaid His 
Advantage ; and his Enemies, that we 
have ſaid too much. Not is this the 
only Difficulty : tliere ate a ſet of Men, 
who will not fail to attribute a Writer's. 
Moderation, WO. to a ſervile Spirit of 


i, 


An. 1515 


g 
* 


a Number of Perſons yet 


FlattefYg 


2 MEMOIRS of © 
As, 1715, Flattery, or the Apprehenſion of falling 
into thoſe Dangers that are often in- 

curr'd from the Publication of ſuch 
things, as it would have been the Intereſt WM « 
of others to have -buried in Oblivion. 
'They will tell you, that a Work of this 
Nature, ſhould not appear till Time had 
drawn a Veil over the Motives, and 
minute Circumſtances of thoſe Actions 
it relates; when the Hiſtorian having 
learned many Secrets that require Time 
to make their way into the World, 
would be able to write with greater | 
Certainty ; and living at a Diſtance from 
the Age he treats of, would be more 
exempt from Love, Hatred, Fear, or 
any other Motive that might induce him 
to falſify his Subjed te. 
But to theſe Gentlemen I anſwer, that 
as I obſerve the ſtricteſt and moſt impar- 
tial Adherence to Truth, and may ap- 
peal to Europe in general for the Totih 
cation of what I advance, I think I ma 
expect that even the preſent Times will 
confeſs my Integrity: At leaſt J am ſure 
Poſterity will do me that Juſtice, if theſe 
Memoirs have the good Fortune to out. 
live me. | 
Philip, Duke of Orleans, was endow'di 
with a Genius equal to the Greatneſs of 
his Birth; The moſt important Actions 
of his Life were ſurprizing only to * 
| _; who 


the Duke of OrLEaNs. 2 
who had not the Honour to be well 4s. 1715. 
acquainted with him, and his very Ene- SY 
mies have been oblig'd to confeſs the 
Superiority of his Talents. 

The Reign of Lewis XIV. had fur- 
niſh'd him with various Occaſions of 
ſignalizing his Courage; and the Death 
of that Prince gave him an Opportunity 
of ſhining in the Cabinet. As ſoon as 
he was afſur'd the King could not re- 
cover, determin d to obtain the Regency 
which he thought due to his Birth, he 
forgot nothing that might engage the 
Service of thoſe Perſons . whom he 
thought neceſſary to his Deſigns. He 
ſcarce ever left the King, but could draw 
nothing more from that politick Prince, 
than mere Compliments, and Promiſes 
of an equivocal Nature. His Melly 
went no further than to tell him, It 
would appear by his Will that he had 
always entertain'd a Friendſhip for his 
Perſon, and had never intended to pre- 
judice lis Rights as Prince of the Blood. 
Then abandoning himſelf to his Ten- 
derneſs for the young Dauphin, his 
Great-Grand-Son, he recommended Him 

to his Royal Highneſs, and beg'd him 
Ito contribute all he could to the Preſer- 


vation of his Dominions. The King 


had already made the ſame Requeſt to 
the other Princes of the Royal Family, 
B 2 after 
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48. 1g. after havin r Them to a perfect 

Union with each other, as the only 

Thing that could render France conſiders 

able to her Neighbours ; and his Maje-. 

ſty finiſh'd his Diſcourſe with adviſing 

the Dayphin not to imitate Him in three 

Things; namely, The Paſfion he had 

entertain d for the Enlargement and 

andiz ing of his Dominions; in his At- 

Na — to Pleaſure; and, in | exceflive 

and unuſeful Expences, to the Deſolation 

of his Subjects. In this manner paſſed 

the laſt Moments of Letezs XIV. who 

| ſoon after expired with a Conſtaney 
| ſuitable to his Dignity. _ 

Perplex- In this Conjuncture, the Dulke of 

wy ofthe Orleant, taking it fer granted that the 

Duke of 

Orlen. King had not nominated him to the 

Regency, caſt about to obtain that Dig: 

ty by other means; and in this View 

| feb immediately add reſs d himſelf to the 

Parliament, apprehending that the pa: 

_ rific Members of that Aſſembly would 

be unwilling to leave Matters upon thi 

Footing eftabliſh'd by the late King, wh 

e by his laſt Will had only 'declar'd hi 

ae of the Royal Highneſs Chief of the-Regency 

ing's which was to confiſt of ſuch of the Pri 

Will ces of the Blood as were of Age, of th 

Miniſtersof State, and of the Mareſchal 

de Villeroy, Vi lars, Harcourt, 'Uxelles an 
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ben ented, even n the Death of an 716. 
_ WON 


any of the Members; and by the laſt 
Article, his Majeſty declar d, that in the 
Council of Regency, all Affairs ſhould 
bedetermin'd otter Majority of Voices. 
In Conſequence roger this Diſpoſition, his 
Royal Highneſs was ſecluded from the | 
Privileges "bs to his Rank; and it was 
to be teared, that the Parliament, in 
Conformity to the Reſpect which popu 
lar Aſſemblies uſually pay to the I 
ments of the Dead, would hardly be 
brought to over- rule that of Lewis XIV. 
A Method muſt therefore be taken to 
ron or ng les; and it was no 
y matter to à proper Expedient. 
Nor was this the only Difficulty that 
his Royal Highneſs foreſaw. - The Jea- 
louſy of the other Princes of the Blood 
gave him. conſiderable Apprehenſions; 
and it was upon this Subject that he held 
frequent Conferences with the famous 
Cardinal Dx Bois, at that time no more 
than a ſimple Abbot. 'This Confident, 
a Man ally faithful to his Maſter, as 
bold expert in the Management of 
Affairs, was indebred to the Duke for 
his Fortune, and might pretend to every 
thing if his Royal Highneſs ſucceeded. 
This Thought Linker his' Ambition, 
and augmented his natural Vivacity. It 
was 4 agreed herween the Duke and his 
P Maniſter, 


46 


* 1715- Miniſter, that the only Perſon capable 
of oppoſing his Royal Highneſs's Deſigns, 


The 
Duke's 
Reſolu- 
$300. 


' Perſon who could pretend to that Dig- 
by Virtue of the late King's Will. 
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was the Duke d Maine, whoſe fine Ac- 
compliſhments had acquir'd him the Af- 
fections both of the Nobility and the 
People : But they determin'd at the ſame 
Time, that to be fuperior to this and 
all other Obſtacles, the Duke had nothing 
to do but to ſhew himſelf in the Parlia- 
ment, where having firſt declar'd his 
good Intentions for the King and the 
State, he ſhould afterwards repreſent 
the Impoſſibility of governing Fance 
except by an abſolute Power lodg'd in 
the Hands of one Man ; that the pub- 
lick Grievances could never be redreſs'd 
when the Deciſion of the moſt impor- 
tant Affairs depended on ſo many Per- 
ſons ; and that therefore the Neceſſity 
of naming a Regent was as evident, as 
that his Royal Highneſs was the only 
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nity, whether in Right of his Birth, or 


In this ConjunQure People were not 
without their Fears of a Civil War; 
and conſidering the Reſolution and Pre- 
tenſions of the Duke of Orleans, there 
Teem'd to be Foundation enough for 
ſuch an Apprehenſion: But the Duke's 
Vigilance, and the peaceable Humour 
of the other Princes of the Blood, * . 

| red 
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the Duke of ORLEANs. 7 
red the Tranquility of the Kingdom. 4. 1715- 
Agreeable to the Reſolution already ta- 
ken, his Royal Highneſs went to the 
Parliament of Paris, with the Princes his 
Kinſmen, accompanied with the Dukes 
and Peers of Hauce, and ſpoke to that 
Aſſembly in the following manner 


Gentlemen, | 
* A FTER the Misfortunes under Speech of 
b which France has labour'd for a — — 


* long time, and the Loſs which we have to thePar- 
* juſt now ſuſtained in the Death of a Bent f 
* great King, our only Reſource is in 
* that Prince whom God has appointed 
* his Succeſſor. & 
Jo Him, Gentlemen, we owe our 
* Homage and our faithful Obedience; 
| © and agreeable to this, I my ſelf, the 
* firſtof his Subjects, am under the high- 
* eſt Obligation to ſet an Example of that 
* inviolable Fidelity for his Perſon which 
* ought to be common to all his People, 
and of that regard for the Intereſt of 
* his Kingdom which it is more 1 
5 wy my Duty to be careful of. 
* It is to theſe Inclinations, ſo well 
* known to the late King, that Lam be- 
* yond all queſtion indebted for the kind 
* Diſcourſe he was _ to make me 


* a few Moments before he expired; 
| s when 


nns.“ When having received the Viaticum, 
ce called me to him, and acquainted 
fr me, That he had made a; Will, in which 
* he-had preſerved me all the Rights and 
© Privileges that were due to my Birth. 
II recommend the Dauphin to your 
„Care; ſerve him (continu'd his Ma- 
jeſty) as faithfully as you have ſerved 
me: Do your utmoſt to n 
and his Kingdoms for Each Other, 
which if he comes to die will be your 
own ; and in this Cafe the Crown does 
of Right belong to you. D111 5 8 ö 
© To theſe Words he added others, 
too much to my own Advantage to be 
now repeated. His Majeſty concluded 
with telling me, That he had made the 
wiſeſt Diſpofitions he could, bat as*twa: 
zmpoſſuble for him to fareſee all things 
if there was any thing done that Was nd 
right, it ſhould be alter d. Theſe were 
his proper Words, and it is plain, that 
agreeable to the Laws of the Kingdom, 
* agreeable to what has been practiſed 
© upon the ſame Occaſion, and even in 
— Conformity to the late King's Intentiy 
* ons, the Regency does of Right belong 
to me. I ſhould not be ſatisfied how 
© ever, if to ſo many different Title 
© which unite themſelves in my Favour 
Lou, Gentlemen, ſhould refuſe to unit$ 
I your Voice and Approbation, hes 
ve. would 
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the Duke of OALEANs. 


© even the Regency it ſelf, What I re- 


© quire of you is, that when you have 


© read the late King's Will, which his 
« Majeſty depoſited in your hands, to- 


gether with the Codicil I now brin 


© you, that then you will not confoun 


my different Titles together, but de- 


© bate them ſeparately ; that is to fay, 
that you will weigh the Right which 
© I derive from my Birth, and then con- 
© fider how far that may be corrobora- 
* ted by the Will of the — King. 

I am perſuaded you will find it ex- 


pedient to begin your Deliberations 


with the firſt of theſe; But under 
* whatſoever Title it be that I have a 
* Right to claim the Regency, This I 
dare aſſure you of, Gentlemen, that I 


will not fail to deſerve it by my Zeal 


* for his Majeſty's Service, and by my 
Affection for the Publick, accompa- 
* nied with a due Deference for the Ad- 
vice and Councils of Parliament. 


Theſe J ask of you beforehand, pro- 


( teſting in this Auguſt Aſſembly, that 
Iwill never entertain any other De- 
| gn than to eaſe and protect the Sub- 


* ject; to re-eſtabliſh a good Order in 


W the Revenue; to retrench ſuperfluous 
| ' Expences ; to cultivate the Bleſſings % 
Peace both within and without th 


C Kingdom; 
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© would not be leſs agteeable to me than 4. 111. 
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4. 1715.* Kingdom; more eſpecially to reſtore 
VV «© the Union and Tranquility of rhe MW Lit 

Church; and, in a Word, to endea - pr 
© your with all poſſible Application to IM th 
© procure every thing to this Nation MW Y 
© that can make a People happy. bo 

© What I now require, Gentlemen, is, an 


© that the King's Council may immedi- Pr 
« ately give their Opinions upon the Pro- ge 
© poſition I have juſt now made; and Cc 
© that ſo ſoon as the late King's Will is | 
read, you will deliberate on the ſeve- Int 
© ral Titles under which I claim the Re- dia 
© gency, beginning with that which 1 Ki 
© derive from my Birth, and the Muni- MW <9! 
* cipal Laws of the Kingdom. 8 
6 

The King's Council heard his Royal eil 
Highneſs with Attention, and gave their fice 
Opinions in a manner that was very an! 
much to his Satisfaction. The Parlia- by 
ment adjourned till the Afternoon, when MW Fat 
the Will of the late King was opened, MW 9c 
and it rr from thence that his fit 
Majeſty had only appointed the Duke of Coi 
Orleans to be firſt Lord of the Regency, chu 
ſubjecting Affairs of State to the Decili- his 
on of the Majority of Voices in that ted 
Council, his Highneſs repreſented, that aſſe; 
this Conſtitution was ſubject to too ma- Gall 
ny Inconveniencies. | 0 
te 


The 


the Duke OaLEAN ES. 17 
The Parliament however, were not a 4. 1715. 
little perplex d with this Article; but to EET 
prevent the Troubles that might ariſe in of Orlant 
the Kingdom, they declared the Duke of is declar'd 
Orleans Regent, and the Duke of Bour- —_— by 
bon, who was at that time but three liamentof 
and twenty Years old, was appointed Pi. 
Preſident of the Council, giving the Re- 
gent a Power to augment the Number of 
Counſellors if he thought proper. 

The Parliament was ſo much in the 
Intereſt of this Prince, that they imme- 
diately acquainted him with the late 
King's having nominated two Biſhops, 
conjointly with Father Tellier, to be a 
Council of Conſcience ; but they now 
beſought him to conſtitute ſuch a Coun- 
cil himſelf for the Diſtribution of Bene- 
fices. This furniſhed the Regent with 
an —— to oblige the Parliament, 
by telling them, when he granted the 
Favour they deſired, that one of their 
Body, whom they themſelves thought 
fit to elect, ſhould be a Member of that 
Council; not doubting but they would 
chuſe a Perſon eminent for the Love of 
his Country, one that was'well acquain- 
ted with her Intereſt, and that would 


@ aſſert the Rights and Privileges of the 


Gallican Church. This Compliment was 

very agreeable to the Parliament ; and 

the Abbot Robert, Counſellor in the 
C 2 . Great 


12 "MEMOIRS of 
An. 1715. Great Chamber, returned the Regent Wl 
Thanks, in the Name of the reſt, for the IM h: 


Efteem he expreſsd for that Aſſembly. ne 
This was no ſooner tranſacted, than tl: 
the Duke of Bourbon added his Remon. WW ar 
ſtrances to thoſe of the Duke Regent, th 
and repreſented, that by the late King's in 
Will, the Education of his preſent Ma. Gt 
jeſty was entruſted to the Duke 4 gi 
Maine, as well as the Preſervation of ne 
his Perſon, together with the Command IF to 
of the King's Guard and Houſhold : up- Al 
on which the Parliament inveſted his pl: 
Royal Highneſs with the Command of un 
the King's Guards, and aſſign'd the De 
Houſhold to the Duke of Bourbon, in Pa 
Quality of Grand Maſter. The Dube fel 
du Maine was at the fame time declared Sat 
Superintendant of the King's Education, | 
as well as of his Majeſty's Guard, with IM for 
the Command of the ordinary Watch, m1 
under the Authority of the Regent. But WW do! 
whether it were for the ſake of Peace tra 
or out of reſpect to his Royal Highneſ, of 
the Duke av Maine deſired to be dil ſive 
charged from that Employ ; which the Þili 
Parliament conſented to, and the Re-W 
gent undertook the Office, making him. Exi 
ſelf reſponſible for the Execution off oy 
it. | Di 


The 


8 Satisfaction 


the Duke of OrLeans. 12 
The Deference which the Parliament 4. 178. 
had ſhewn for his Royal Highneſs was H 
not ill repaid: The Regent promiſed gent re- 
them to revoke the Ordinances of 160% h pat. 
and 1673, by which he would reſtore liament 
the Parliament the Prerogative of mak- the Righe 
ing Remonſtrances to the King for the ſiraringto 


Good of the Subject, before they enre- the King's 


giſter d his Edicts: nor could his High- Edicts. 


neſs have taken a more effectual Meth 
to have evidenc'd his Regard for that 
Aſſembly, or his Aſſection for the Peo- 


ple. The Royal Family were perfectly 


united; the Nation was pleas'd with the 
Deciſions of the Parliament ; and the 
Parifians, in particular, ſignaliz d them- 
ſelves by uncommon Marks of Joy and 
His Royal Highneſs in the mean time 
found himſelf at once ſurrounded with a 
multitude of Affairs, whilſt the King - 
dom was overcharg'd with Debts con- 
tracted by the late King for the ſupport 
of his Wars; and theſe were ſo exceſ- 
live, that there hardly remain'd a poſſi- 
bility of diſcharging them. 
The Regent however provided for all The Re- 
Exigencies in the beſt manner he could, usr A 


by erecting different Councils for the Councils 


W Diſpatch of publick Affairs; the princi- 


pal of which was that of the Regency, 
the ſecond was that of War, —_— 
for 


} © _—_ 
| . 
:, 
| 
\s 
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an, 1715. for the Finances, a fourth for the Navy, 
two more for Foreign and Domeſtick 
Affairs, and a ſeventh, which was call'd 
the Council of Conſcience. 
In the Council of Regency, were, the 
Dukes of Bourbon and du Maine; the 
Count de Toulouſe; the Chancellor; the 
Mareſchal Villeroy; the Duke de St. Si. 
mon; the Mareſchals Harcourt and Bezons; 
with the Marquiſs de Torcy, who alone 
had a Right of debating, which the 
French ſtile Voix dehberative. It was 
Torcy's Province to digeſt and prepare 
Buſineſs for the Council, of which the 
Biſhop of Troyes, and the four Secreta- 
ries of State, were alſo Members ; but 
two of them, le Pelletier de Soucy, and 
a" Agueſſeau, were not to come, unlels 

particularly fummon'd. | 

The Council of War was compos'd 
of the Mareſchal de Villars, Preſident ; 
of the Duke de Guiche, who ſuperintend- 
„ ed the Affairs of the Infantry; Monſieur 
1 de Puiſegur, for the Routs and Fortifi- 
| _ cations ; Monſieur de Jeffreville, for the 
Cavalry; Meſſieurs de Biron and Levi, 
Honorary Members; Monfieur Renolde, 
for the Szezſs; and St. Hilaire, for the 
| Artillery. Theſe were all inſtructed to 
| acquaint the Duke d Maine from time 
| to time, with the ſeveral Affairs of their 
reſpective Provinces. Monſr. de Vallor i 
f was 


——ä — 4 
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the Duke of OrLEtans. 


Vas alſo a Member of this Council; and 4s: 1715. 
ck Meſſieurs /e Blanc and St. Conteſt, were 
'd Wl Secretaries for Ammunition and Provi- 


ſions. 
The Council of Einances was com- 
s'd, of the Mareſchal e Villeroy, who 


he ad the ſame Superintendance over this 
5. Board, that the Duke 4% Maine exercisd 
us; 


with reſpect to the Council of War; 


Nc BY of the Duke de Noailles, Preſident ; and 
he Bl Meſſieurs Ie Pelletier des Forts, Rolls 
vas du Condray, Fagon, de Baudry, a*Ormeſſon, 
are 


Gilbert de Voiſin, de Gaumont, the Preſi- 
dent Dodun, and Meſſieurs /e Ferre and 
de la Bliniere, Secretaries. 

That of the Navy conſiſted of the 
Mareſchals 4 Eſtries and de Teſie; Meſ- 
ſieurs de Vauray, Intendant of Thoulun; 
Ferrand, Intendant of Bretagne; De 


8d Bonre aus; and the Commadores Coet- 

t; gon and Champigny. 

nd. Mareſchal Uxelles, the Abbot & Erbes, 

cur Monſieur de Chavigny, the Marquis de 

_ Canillac, Monſieur de Torci and his firit 
e 


Clerk Monſieur Pequet, compos'd the 
Council for Foreign Affairs. 

In that for Domeſtick Concerns, were, 
he Duke 4 Antin, Preſident ; Monſieur 


1 to e Premier, the Marquiſs of Harlay, 
me Monſieur ds Goiſſard, and Monſieur 
heir = Argenſon. FM 
Mor) i x 

was 


Laſtly, 
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s. 1715- Laſtly, The Council of Conſcience, i 
N conſiſted of the Cardinal de Noailles, the ¶ b 
Arch-Biſhop of Bourdeaux, another Bi- | 
ſhop ad libitum, the Solicitor General, f 
and the Abbot Pacelle : Which ſeveral in 
Councils were no ſooner form'd, than ¶ ce 
the Regent gave them Employment: ¶ ſu 
but there ſtill remain'd a great deal more w 
that requir'd his own Inſpection. th 
Affairs of The Conſtitutiom Unigenitus, was an th 
the Conſti- Affair, that of all others gave the Regent H 
kane. moſt Trouble. He was perpetually fa. T. 
tigu'd with the Viſits and Complaints fer 
of Cardinal de Noailles, and the other the 
Prelates of his Eminence's Party, whom ¶ of 
his Royal Highneſs would have been ce! 
lad to have oblig'd, if it could have be: 
en done without exaſperating their th 
Opponents. But this Reſerve, which wh 
appear'd neceſſary to the Regent, wa ma 
far from ſatisfying thoſe Lords, who, 
made little or no account of the Favoun Re 
they receiv'd, becauſe his Highneſs did La 
not gratify them in all they deſir d. and 
But notwithſtanding the ſeveral Ver Ke! 
_ ations that aroſe from Differences i 5 

W 


Religion, and the ſlowneſs which th 
Duke obſerv'd in the Conduct of th th 
1 ſeveral Councils above-mention'd, it wa 
BY ſoon apparent that the Adminiſtration 
had chang'd Hands for the better. Thi 
Army, which had been a great deal 

i 


the Duke of OxrLEaNs. 7 


in Arrear, was now regularly paid; and 4». 1715. 

by this means a Se Check was The . 
iven to the mutinous Diſpoſition of the rears due 

rogge, which had already broke out © or 

in ſeveral Diſorders. The general Re- giſcharg'd 

ceivers were oblig'd to ſupply the Trea- 

ſury with two Millions a Month, : which 

were appropriated to the Payment of 

the Garriſons; and this effectually ſettled 

the AﬀeCQtions of the Soldiery, whilſt his 

Highneſs had the Pleaſure to hear the 

Parifians eccho back the Praiſes that were 

ſent him from the moſt diſtant Places of 

the Frontier. Thoſe who were poſſeſs'd 

of Securities relating to the Army, re- 

ceiv'd , Aſſurances at the fame time of 

being entirely-paid in. four Years: And 

thus the Military Men, and all thoſe 

ho had ny Relation to them, were 

made perfectly eaſy. 


To. make good theſe Promiſes, the Regulati- 


on of the 
Finances. 


Regent ſettled the Farm of the general 
Taxes at 47, loo, ooo Livres per Aunum, 

and oblig'd the Undertakers to pay the 
Rents of the Town-Houſe, with al the 
"ay Arrears due to the firſt of January, 1716 ; 
oF whilſt the Capitation Tax, and that of 
the tenth Penny, were appropriated to 
WJ diſcharge the Debts that had been con- 


| | tracted upon that Fund, with the Army 


q Debentures, and ſuch extraordinary 
f D Military 
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An. 1715. Military Expences as had not hitherto 


9 : 
- 


been provided for. alex 
But notwithſtanding the Multiplicity 
of Affairs in which the Duke Regent 
was engag'd, he conſtantly ſpent three 
or four Hours a Day in examining the 
Memoirs of the late Duke of Burgundy, 
and of Mareſchal Vauban, the Conſe- 
quence of which was, that his Royal 
Highneſs refolv'd to reduce three fourths 
of the publick Offices and Poſts in the 
Kingdom, as uſeleſs to the King and 
burdenſom to the Subject. | 
So many Steps, equally conducive to 
the Honour of the Crown, the Revival 
of publick Credit, and the Promotion 
of Commerce, filled the Hearts of the 
French Nation with Joy and Grati- 
tude. | "== oh 
About this time his Royal Highneſs 


augmented his Guard with an hundred Wt: 


Men. 
The Pariſians were loud in their Ac- 


clamations, for the Bleſſings they re- J . 


ceivd from his Highneſs's Adminiftra- 
tion; and for an Encreaſe of their Joy, 
News was brought, that the Regent had 
ſent Monſieur 4 Agueſſeau, attended hy 
an Inſpector of the Works, to ſurvey the 


Apartments of the Louvre, and make the 


neceſſary Repairs and Preparations for | 
the Reception of Lews XV. 10 


the Duke of OALEANs. 


@ reſtore that Confidence amongſt the tra- 
ding part of the Nation, which had been 
long extinct in France, and which, even 
the moſt ſanguine could hardly hope to 
ſee reviv'd. | | | 
About the ſame time the Regent re- 
W quir'd from the Republick of Venice an 
authentick Liſt of fuch Frenchmen as had 
© lodg'd their Money in the Bank of that 
City; and a cloſe Inſpection was made 
into the Books and Accounts of the fa- 
mous Banker Samuel Bernard, in order 
to diſcover what Sums he had remitted 
abroad, and who were the Proprietors ; 
by which means the Regent is ſaid to 
have found out a great many Frauds in 
W thoſe who had hitherto been employ'd 
Win the Management of the publick Re- 
venue. Theſe Men his Highneſs reſolv'd 
to call to a ſevere Account; and accord- 
Wingly Monſieur Regnault, Receiver Ge- 
Wncral of Paris, was amers'd in a Fine of 
an hundred thouſand Livres, which being 
paid without Heſitation, this Example 
vas the Standard by which the Regent 
regulated the Mulcts he afterwards im- 
pos d upon thoſe who had been concern'd 
in gathering the Taxes from the Year 
| D 2 1689, 


| To compleat the People's Hap- 4. 1213. 
pineſs, an Arret was publiſh'd which LF 
ſettled the Value of the Gold and Silver Money 


Species for ever; and this ſeem'd to ſettledin 
France. 
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An. 1715. 1689, and were preſum'd to have amaſs d 
prodigious Sums, to the Prejudice of the 
Publick. A great Number of Perſons 
were terrified by the Severity of the 
Adminiſtration, and many that knew 
themſelves guilty abſconded ; but not. 
withſtanding all their Precautions, vaſt 
Sums were brought into the Regent's | 
Coffers. 85 | 
Whilſt theſe things were in Agitation 
at Paris, a great Quantity of Bars and 
Ingots of Gold and Silver were brought 
thither by twenty Waggons from Breſ if 
and St. Malo, which were immediately 
coin'd into Species of the late Kings 
Dye, with part of which the Duke Re- 
gent diſcharg'd the Annuities of the 
Town-Houſe : And at the fame time the 
Nobility of France were, by his Royal] 
Highneſs's means, enabled to negotiate 
without Prejudice to their Quality. 
Vacant In November his Royal Highneſs con. 
Employ- ferr'd the Government of Miſmes upon 
led up, the Count 4 Eſpare, Son to the Duke 4} 
| Guiche; Monſieur d Argen/on, Intendant 
| of Dauphine, was named for the Inte: 
| dancy of Alſace in the room of Monſieu 
| de Ia Houſſaye, now promoted to the 1 
| | Council of Finances. The firſt Preſident, 
was made grand Maſter of the Bridge I 
| and Cauſeways of the whole Kingdom 
The r de Villequier, San to 5 4 
| | | Duty 
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Duke 4" Aumomt, had the Reverſion of 1 
his Father's Poſt of firſt Gentleman f 


the King's Bedchamber. The Duke of 
Bouillon reſign'd his Goverment of Maize 
in Favour of his Son the Marquiſs of 
Fernac. The Marquiſs of Simiare, firſt. 
Gentleman of the Bedchamber to the 
Duke of Orleans, was made Lieutenant 
General of Provence, vacant by the 
Death of the Count de Grignan. The 
Count de Simiane, Camp-Maſter to the 
Horſe, and Brigadier of the King's For- 
ces, was made firſt Equerry to Madame, 
who is ſince deceas'd. And Monſieur 
Bontems, Governor of the Thuilleries, 
and Captain of the Parks and Warrens 
of the Louvre, obtain'd the Reverſion of 
that Poſt in Favour of his Son. 


The Intendancy of Dunkirk was re- Great . 
united to that of Flanders, at the ſame in the In- 
time that the Royalties of Valenciennes tendan- 


and Conde were joined to thoſe of Mau- 
zeuge. The Intendancy of Beryy was 
incorporated with the Bourbonnozs, and 
Bearn with that of Bourdtaux. The 
other Intendancies underwent ſeveral 
Changes : Even the Inyalids had their 
Share in the Alterations that were on 
Foot; the Commiſſaries were reduc'd, 
and the Price of Cloathing conſiderably 
leſſen d. Laſtly, the Militia, which had 
hitherto been maintain'd by the trading 

Companies, 


cies of t 


Kingdom. 


ME MOT — q 


4. 1716. Companies, and the ſmall ToWns and 
Villages of the Kingdom, was entirely 


himſel 


diſcharg'd. 

In this manner his Royal Highneſs ac. 
quir'd the Affections of the People, 
which went ſo far, that the Nobility 
may be ſaid in ſome meaſure to have 
deſerted the King to pay their Court to 
the Regent, who, the more to endear 

F to the publick, order*'d the Pre- 
ſident 4 Aligre to enquire into the State 
of the ſeveral Goals; to hear the Com- 
plaints of the Priſoners againſt their 2 
preſſors of every Denomination; to yie 
them Redreſs, and to ſet thoſe at Liber- 
ty who were proper Objects of Compaſ- 
10 


Amongſt others, the Marquiſs of 


releas d, Aremberg, an old Man of ſeventy Years 
anc nes Of Age, was releas'd from the Baſtile, 
xevok'd. where he had been confin'd eleven Years, 


for facilitating the Eſcape of Father 
Queſnel, when detain'd in the Priſon of 
the Biſhop of Malines. In the fame 
manner Father William Queſnel, a Prieſt 
of the Oratory, and Brother to the for- 
mer, was happily delivered from the 
Caſtle de Pierre Exciſe, together with 
the Abbot Forgon. Don Jerome and Don 
Turquois, celebrated Preachers of the 
Mendicants of St. Bernard, were recall'd 
from Exile; and the Heads of * 


the Duke of ORLEAN S. 22 
had Orders to reſtore ſuch Members of 4»: 1715. 
their A 95 Societies, as had been 
ſhut up by Virtue of Lettres de Cachet, 
or by a forced Obedience, and to replace 
them according to their Deſert. The 
Arch-Biſhop of Tours, and the Biſhop 
of Montpellzer, who had been confin'd to 
their Dioceſſes, in order to force their 
Acceptation of the Con/?itution Unnigen;- 


Þ) 

Te. ; 
ate 1, were now ſet at Liberty and came 
m. 0 Forts, where the Duke of Orleans re- 


ceivd them with the utmoſt Marks of 
> Eſteem and Goodneſs, with a great ma- 
ny other Prelates, who had been confin'd 
af. for the ſame Reafon. ne 

The Jeſuits, in the mean time, were The Jeſu- 
of highly diſſatisfied with a Conduct that its Ciſfon- 
was extreamly agreeable to the reft of 
-/, the World, and ſome of them very bold- 
h publiſh'd their Diſlike of it. Their 

Hearts were pierced, as the good Fa- 
others expreſſed themſelves, to ſee Reli- 
gion martyr'd in ſo cruel a manner, 
oft hilſt their Complaints were utterly diſ- 
regarded. | 
he One amongſt the reſt, named Ja Motte, 
. gave vent to his Grief in a Sermon 
preached upon the 2oth of Ober, in 
he the Cathedral at Rouen, of which I have 
a thought proper to incert the following 
ies Fragment. 2 


6 Alas! 
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An. 1715. EY BY. A 
rr Alas! my dear Brethren, the Tomb Ot 
aſeditious © has robb'd us of that pious Monarch, ee 
—_— © whom the Church has now more need Ml of 


y the Je- of than ever, for the Extirpation of | Cc 


fuir Ls © Hereſy, His Eyes were hardly cloſed, to 
dure. © when, to our Surprize, we ſaw thok the 
R © whom his conſummate Wiſdom had = ha 
© condemn'd to Chains and Impriſon- Or. 
ment, enlarged with Triumph, and By 
* inveſted with Dignities to which even An 
their moſt ambitious Thoughts had 
© never afpired. — Is it not ſurprizing, of 
© that thoſe who are now at the Head Ml 1g 
of Affairs, take upon them to undo at cel 
once, all that the Wiſdom of the late ©2 
* King had eſtabliſh'd! And can we of 
* without Aſtoniſhment, behold both 
© Church and State in the Direction of Bo 
© a little Upſtart, as much - puffed up ; Bi 
* with Pride as deſtitute of Knowledge 0 
© or Merit! LY ; _ 


La Mitte being a Man of Reputation, on 
the Reſentment inſpir'd by the Boldneß Ble 


of his Expreſſions, was leſs than the Sur n 

prize occaſion'd by his Indiſcretion. The 2 
proſecuti· good Father was perſonally cited to ap by 
_—_— 4 pear; and upon his Contempt the Cita. 5 _ 
= tion was chang'd into an Order to ſeize 4 
his Perſon. The Jeſuits were in Pain 5 


for the Conſequences of this Affair; * f 
the 
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the Superiors of the three Houſes of their 4. 1715: 


Order in Paris, went to entreat the Re- 
nt to honour them with the Execution 
of his Commands, in Relation to their 
Companion. But that Prince feigning 
to apprehend the too great Severity of 
their Cenſures, made Anſwer, that he 
had put the Affair into the Hands of the 
ordinary Judges, and would be content 
with the Deciſions of the Parliament, 
and Spiritual Court of Rouen. 
= About this time the general Aſſembly 
Jof the Clergy broke up, after having 
ſign'd a Contract before the Lord Chan- 
cellor, by which the Prelates undertook 
to lend the Government twelve millions 
of Livres. | 
= The States of Langueche went in a 
Body to wait upon the King, and the 
= Biſhop of Mſines acquainted the Regent 


in the Name of the reſt, with the Joy 


WJ they felt from his Royal Highneſs's Ad- 
vancement to the Regency. The Duke 
on his part receiv'd them in the moſt 
T gracious manner. All the World put on 


n Air of Satisfaction. Both the Citi- 


ens and Farmers now thought the time 
vas come, when they were to ſhake 


z. Hands with the Miſery they had long 


endur'd; and accordingly the latter pre- 


- BY par'd themſelves ro reſtore their Lands 


s the antient Value, whilſt the former 
E were 


26 MEMOIRS ff 
An. 1715. were earneſt in the Revival of general 
cCommerce. 

The Regent however was not exempt 

from Enemies, and theſe were the more 
dangerous, as they conceaPd themſelves i 
under the Mask and Profeſſion of Friend. 

ſhip. The Abbot 4% Bois had the good 
Fortune to acquire the Confidence of his : 
Maſter, by the Diſcoveries he made on 

this Occaſion ; and the Favours he re. 
ceiv'd from his Royal Highneſs, excited 

the Envy of his Competitors. 3 

In the mean time the Regent being 

reſolvꝰd to aboliſh ſuch Exactions as tend 

ed to the Deſtruction of the People, 

wrote a Letter to Monſieur de Beaubar. 

nois on the 4th of October, in which he 

The inform'd him, That being deſirous to 
Regent © make all neceſſary Regulations in the 
Moores eo © Management of Affairs, to re-eſtabliſh 
de Brave © his Majeſty's Revenue, and at the ſame 
lain, © time to exonerate the People as much 
© as was poſſible, agreeable to the Ten- 

© derneſs and aﬀe&ion which he had 

© always entertain'd forthem, hethouglt 

© he could not better accompliſh: theſ 

* Purpoſes, than by applying the fir 

© Cares of his Regency to reform ſuci 

© Abuſes as were crept into the Manage 
ment of the publick Taxes of the King: 

© dom. Thar his Intention in this Caſk, 

_ © was to put a Stop to thoſe exceſſive} 
3 | Charge 
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© Charges which were levy'd by the gene- 4n. 1715. 
© ral Receivers and their Agents, upon Y * 
© ſuch as were liable to be tax'd; to eſta- 
* bliſh a juſt Equality in the Impoſitions ; 
© to hinder Proſecutions from being car- 
© ried on with too much Severity by the 
Collectors againſt ſuch as they thought 
* fit to complain of, and to ſuppreſs the 
WT © unjuft Protections which they gave to 
"BS © their Friends and Relations; to relieve 
= © thoſe who were become inſolvent; to 
aſcertain the Nature of ſuch Effects as 
ſhould not be ſeizable ; and, laſtly, to 
fix a certain and invariable Rule to be 
BY © obſerv'd in Proſecutions and Diſtrain- 
ings. 
f That the Regulations intended upon 
* this Head, requir'd very ſerious Re- 
fllections; and therefore he would do 
* well to acquaint his Highneſs with 
* every thing he thought moſt equitable 
* and proper to be put in Execution. 
That the Knowledge he muſt have ac- 
* quir'd of the Riches and Employments 
of the People, as well as of the Produce 
of Lands, and the ſeveral Branches of 
Commerce then exercis'd by the Sub- 
* jeQs of France, enabled him to furniſh 
* his Highneſs with very neceſſary Lights 
upon this Subject. But ſince thoſe who 
* were liable to Taxations could not of 
* a ſudden receive all the Relief that 
E 2 © was 
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4n.1715.4 was intended them, he ſhould in the 
V mean time take all manner of Care in 
the Exerciſe of his Employment, to de- 
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ſtroy thoſe Abuſes which had hitherto 
been exercis'd with Impunity. 


© am inform'd, continu'd his Royal 
Highneſs, that the Colluſion which 
often ſubſiſts between the Pariſh-Oſh- 
cers and Collectors, gives Riſe ro 2 
Multitude of Fees and Charges, which 
they conſider as legal Perquiſites; that 
many of them employ their Authority 
to ſcreen the rich, rather than to pro- 
te& the indigent ; and that the Care 
they take to recover the Charges and 
Perquiſites above-mention'd, prefera- 
bly to the legal and eſtabliſh'd Taxes, 
is what prevents, or at leaſt retards the 
raiſing of the latter; which ought cer- 
tainly to be done with more Eaſe, ſince 
the Ceſſation of ſeveral Duties which 
were formerly impos'd upon Houſhold 
Goods, Carriages, and other Particu- 


lars. 


© It is this Abuſe which I am deter- 
min'd to redreſs, that the People may 
enjoy the Fruits of Peace, and be ena- | 
bled to cultivate and manure their 
Lands, which is a Conſideration of the 
utmoſt Importance to the Kingdom. 
And as it is of the very Eſſence of Juſ- 
* tice and Piety to prevent the _ 4 
| * fron if 
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the Duke of ORLEans. 


ſion of thoſe who are taxed for the 4. 1715. 
SN NI 


Support of the Community, it follows, 
that no Puniſhment can be too ſevere 
for ſuch as by their Male Adminiſtration 
ſhall endeavour to render ſuch Inten- 
tions abortive. 

£ You will, Lam perſuaded, contribute 
all you can to the Execution of my De- 
ſign, by tranſmitting me a Liſt of thoſe 
Officers or Receivers whom you ſhall 
find negligent of their Duty. You 
will take Cognizance of ſuch Com- 
plaints as may have been made to the 
Collectors, concerning the exceſſive 
Charges or Perquiſites above-mention- 
ed; and extending your Care to the 
minuteſt Particulars, you will inform 
your ſelf from the Pariſh-Officers, 
what Sums they have paid for each 
Pariſh to the proper Receivers, under 
the Head of Charges or Perquiſites. 
Jo put a Stop to theſe Vexations, 
it is my Intention to oblige the Pariſh. 
Officers to make an exact Calculation 
of the Charges which they may have 
levy'd in their reſpective Diſtricts, and 
where theſe ſhall be found exorbitant, 
to compel the Receivers to reſtore 
fourfold to the injur'd Subjects. But 
as I alfo propoſe to diſtinguiſh ſuch as 


* ſhall give Proofs of their Integrity, I 
# intend every Year to beſtow a Gratuity 


upon 
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upon one or two Receivers in each Ge. 
nerality, who ſhall appear to have ma- 
naged with moſt Frugality in the Exe. 
cution of their Office. 


© You will inform your ſelf with the 


utmoſt Care, whether the Serjeants and 


Officers employ'd in diſtraining, do | 


not receive, or perhaps exact Money 


from the Collectors for their Service 
on that Head. In the ſame manner 
you will obſerve the Conduct of the 
Receivers and Pariſh-Officers, to pre- 
vent their taking Bribes to grant unjuſt | 
Protections; and in all theſe Caſes you 
will put the Laws in Force with the! 


utmoſt Severity. 


* You will take care that the Col- Þ 
lectors, in diſtraining, do not take 
away either Horſes or Oxen employd 
in Tillage; nor Beds, wearing Appa- 
rel, Utenſils or Tools, us'd by Work- 


men or Artiſans in their reſpective 
Profeſſions. The Obſervation of Equa- 


lity and impartial Juſtice in the Im- 
poſition of Taxes being my chief Aim, 


you will take care to give me a perfe& 


and exact Knowledge of ſuch Particu- Þ 


lars as may enable me to act up to my 

Intention, and to ſettle a juſt and equal 

Standard, as well with Relation to 

Eſtates whoſe Value is intrinſick, as 

to Commerce in general, and the * 
| I 
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« praQtis'd in the Kingdom. 

© In the Choice of neceſſary Expe- 
« dients, you will always prefer ſuch as 
vill be moſt favourable to Agriculture, 
* moſt conducive to the Encreaſe of 
© Commerce, and the Conſumption of 


© ManufaQtures, moſt eafily collected, 


and leaſt chargeable to his Majeſty. 

© You will be doubly careful to re- 
* ſtrain, or rather to extinguiſh the Au- 
© thority exercis'd by certain Officers 
and powerful Perſons, over the Col- 
© leQtors within particular Diſtricts, to 


deter them from taxing themſelves or 


© their Tenants in an equal manner, b 
© which means the Burthen becomes 4 
much more grievous to the reſt of the 
© Inhabitants. Hence ariſe the great 
Number of Inſolvents; the Difficulties 
© that are found in collecting the Reve- 
nue; the Neceſſity of diſtraining; and 
in a word, the abſolute Ruin of Mul- 
* titudes of his Majeſty's Subjects. This 
* unjuſt Power here ſpoken of, has been 
* attended with Conſequences too de- 
* plorable to be longer tolerated. | 
The Multiplicity of Officers created 
© for ſeveral Years paſt, and the diffe- 
* rent Privileges of the Nobility, by 
* Virtue of which they are exempted 
* from Taxes, having very much _— 
e 


31 
© ral Trades and Manufactures that are 4. 17 
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4. 171. ſed the Charges of thoſe who are de- 
ſtitute of ſuch Privileges, whoſe Inte- 
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6 reſt I have very much at Heart, the 


© Suppreſſion of a great part of theſe if 
: flies which has lately taken place, 
© ought now to contribute ro their Re. 
lief: And thus it is Jour Duty to 

Officers in a 
© manner juſtly proportion'd to theit 


© tax the ſaid diſcharge 
« Eftates. 


Furthermore, It being my Intention 
© that the Publick ſhould be acquainted RF 
« with the Deſign I have form'd of eaſing 
the People, oppreſs d for ſeveral Years 
© paſt with variety of Impoſitions ; and 
: felp g deſirous to receive the Advice of 
© every zealous Subject, for the Refor- 
mation of ſuch Abuſes as have been ht 
© therto practiſed, it is my Pleaſure that 
© you ſend Copies of this Letter to the 
« ſeveral Syndics and Church-Wardens 
* of all the Pariſhes of your Province, to 
the end that no one may plead Igno- 
France of my Intentions, with relation 


© to the fore-going Particulars. 


Apply your {elf then without delay, 
© to the Execution of all I have requir'd 
© of you, and let me receive the Proofs 
of your Zeal for the Publick Good. 
© Examine the ſeveral Inconveniencies 
© that ariſe from the manner of impoſing 
the Taxes, the Abuſes that are _ 1 
© mitt 
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* 


jeſty's Subjects may receive that Juſtice 
they expect from his Adminiſtration, 


neſe In doing which you will engage me to 

ace, protect you with his Majeſty, and to 

Re- BY give you Proofs of my particular Af- 
to ol © teftion; 8 

WH RC IEG 

heit Ian, 

100 NMonſſeur de Beauharnois, 

ted Wur Agectionate Friend, 

ing | 

= © Siew'd, Philip of Orlea 

e of 5 3 

for- Monſieur de Beauharnois immediately 

hi- circulated a great many Copies of this 

hat Letter, which for the preſent gave a 
the Check to the Diſorders that for a long 

lens time had prevailed in ſeveral Provinces : 


and it were to be wiſl'd that Fortune 
had ſeconded the wiſe Conduct and good 
Intentions of the Duke Regent, whoſe 
fine Projects ſerv'd only to aſſwage the 


Miſery of the Subject, and inſpire them 
Ir with Hopes of that Happineſs which they 
ols have hitherto expected in vain. 


But if things did not entirely anſwer 
the . Hopes, and tlie Expecta- 
tion of the Kingdom, yet ſo much Money 


was brought into the Treaſury, as ſerv? 


F at 
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21 and by what means his Ma- 4»: 1715. 
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is- at leaſt to reform a great many Ahuſes, 


and ſettle things upon a better Eſtabliſh- 


ment. The Collectors were allow'd to 


receive the old Species of Gold and Sil- 
ver according to their intrinſick Value; 
and an Edict was publiſh'd, command- 
ing all Perſons who were poſſeſß d of 
Bills drawn by Monſieur Grazc: upon 
the general Fund, for the extraordinary 
Expences of the War, ta bring them to | 


Monſieur le Blanc, in order to his aſcer- 


taining the true Bills from Counterfeits, 


The Drawer of theſe Bills had been 


Treaſurer of the Troops of Maubeuse, 


and was fled the Kingdom, after having 


embezled a great part of the Money that 
was intruſted with him. To this ſuc- 
ceeded an Order from the Regent to 
Monſieur Demerets, commanding him 


to furniſh twelve millions in the Begin- 


ning of the ſucceeding Year, to be em- 
oy'd for the Service of the Publick. 
his Command was follow'd by another, 
which prohibited that Gentleman to go 
out of Parts till his Accounts were ſettled; 
and his Son- in-Law, Monſieur Bercy, 


was in the fame manner confin'd to 
Rouen till further Orders. Fig I 


But the Regent did not ſtop here. To Il 
leſſen the publick Expence at the fame 


time that he ſtudy? d to regulate the A . | 
fairs of the Treafury, his Royal High- | 


neſs 8 


the Duke of Ort eans. 25 
neſs having order'd the two Companies 44. 1215. 
of Mu abr to be drawn up on the A 
24th November, commande them to on of the, 
be told, that the King diſcharged one Troops. 
hundred of each Company, which redu- 
ced thetn to three hundred Men. His 
Majeſty's Body-Guards ſuffer'd a Re- 
duction of fout hundred and eighty, and 
the Swiſs were oblig'd to disband forty 
out of each Company, all which amount- 
ed in the whole fo at leaſt five thouſand 

Men. The Hench Guards wete reduced 
from a hundred and twenty-ſix to a hun- 
dred and tet per Cotnpatty. Ten Men 
were taken out of each rigade of the 
Gendarmerie, and the fame Number out 
of each 'Froop of Horſe. All the Dra- 
© Nootis of the Army were difnotinted, 
except four Regiments which belong d 
immediately ro the King and Queen. 
W The Carbineers were left entire, but 
the whole Reform amounted to near 
twenty thoufand Men. 
The Mareſchal 4 Harcburt having at v. cane 
WJ this time thrown up his Poſt of Captain Offices 
of the Life Guards, his Highnefs thought fps d 
proper to confer that Honour upon His 
Son. Lieutenant General Rue was 
made his Majeſty's fecond Governor ; 
The Chevalier d74sfeld was conffitited 
Comptroller General of the Fortificati- 
ons, and Member of the Council of 
f -\- "oY War 


An. 1715. War, in the room of Manſr, Pelletier de 
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Soucy, The Marquiſs de Benac received 
Orders to ſet out upon his Embaſſy to 
Conſtantinople; and the Dutch Embaſſa- 
dor Monfr, Bay, had his Audience of 
eave of the King upon the [Tenth of 
November, and of the Duke Regent on 
the Twenty-third.; His Highneſs alſo 
gave Audience three Days afterwards 


* 0 


to the Univerſity of Paris, upon which 


Occaſion, he had the Goodneſs to aſſure 
their Orator Monſr. Petit de , Montem- 
Puls, of the ſingular Eſteem he had al. 
ways entertained for that illuſtrious and 
antient Society). ä 
* The Jeſuits Were far from . being 1 
tion treated in fo handſome a manner: the 
of the Duke being inform'd, chat, La Motte, 
ry -whom we have already taken Notice of, 
Metre the had abſconded, his Highneſs ordered x 
Jeſuit. ſtrict ſearch to be made after him, which 
being to no purpoſe, it was determin'd 
to confiſcate the Temporalties of the je. 
ſuits at Rover. This alarmed the So- 


ciety, who finding themſelves made ac: 


— NC d 


CT — 


> Os. . 


countable for the Conduct of one of 
their Brethren, eaſily determin'd to ſa- 
crifice his particular Intereſt to the good 
of their Community. The Offender 
was produced, and a Proſecution car- 
ried on againſt him with all the ene 
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Nor was this the only Mortification 


the Society receiv d in tliis Conjuncture, 


having made themſelves ſo very ob- 
noxious to the Adminiſtration, that they 
were once upon the point of being 
driven out of France, to which the 
Wiſhes of a multitude of well meaning 


| Perſons concurred. The Truth is, they The Je. 


begun to grow formidable by their Af- fuirs en- 
ſurance: The Duke Regent was the t ile, 


Object of their Hatred; and their at- Rebellion 
tempts to deſtroy his Government were 
not confin'd to fecret Cabals and Mid- 
night Working: The Pulpit was made 
ſubſervient to their Purpoſes, and their 
Malice broke out into Treaſonable Ser- 
mons and Declamations of a very dan- 
gerous Tendency. In this manner they 
behaved. themſelves at Dijon, Beſancon, 
Poitiers, Nantes, and in ſeveral other 
Places, where their Society was in 
greateſt Reputation. Their Attempts 
were well meant, and *twould have been 
no wonder if they had ſucceeded with a 
giddy Populace, ever fond of Novelty, 
and , ſuſceptible of every thing that 
comes recommended to them under the 
Mask of Religion; eſpecially conſidering 
the boldneſs of their Prieſts, Who were 
the more fit to perſuade the People there 
Tk e = Seas would 
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4. 1715. would be no Danger in a Revolt, by 
uno much they themſelves appear'd free 
from all Apprehenſion. 845 
But the Succeſs which had uſually at- 
tended the Undertakings of the Society, 
failed them upon this Occaſion. Their 
Attempts ſerved only to raiſe the Indig- 
nation of the People againſt themſelves 
_ — v 5 
aving ſoon perceiv'd, they had preſent- 
ly Neur. 83 Meafares of a diflerent 
Nature; and accordingly it was thought 
proper for their S0 e at Paris to al- 
ſure the Regent of the Reſpect and Pu- 
ty of the Society, and intreat his Royal 
Highneſs's Protection. The Superior 
came to Court upon this Occaſion, and 
receiv'd a Look which denoted the Re- 
ſentment his Royal Highneſs entertained 
againſt his Companions; but the ſupple 
| - Jeſuit continued his Submiſſions; and 
Zauns, the Duke promis d him what he defired, 
Romas upon Condition that he ſhould remove 
fuch of his Brethren from Paris as had 
been moſt induſtrious to raiſe Commo- 
tions in the Kingdom. This was a ter- 
rible Blow, and the Superior attempted 
to evade the Force of it, 1 9 
utter Ignorance of any fach Incendiaries; 
upon Which his Royal Highneſs replyed 
with his uſual Goodneſs, that he wor 
{pare him the Trouble of an * 
* | and 
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and immediately named Seven or Eight, 4. 115. 
whom the good Father promis d to dif. - 
poſe of in other Houſes. | 

It will be eaſily imagined that Father 
Tellier, the late King's Confeſſor, made 
one in this Lift. His firſt Retreat was geyere 
to La Hecbe, from whence he would Treat- 
afterwards have removed himfelf to — 
Bourges, the Archbiſhop of that Place ier. 
having formerly declared himſelf a 
Friend to the Jeſuits. But upon this 
tr | Occaſion he thought it proper to change 
A. Sides, and accordingly ſent them Word 
u. be would not conſent to receive Father 
zi Teller, and that if he came againſt his 
Inclinations he would interdict all the 
nd Jeſuits in his Dioceſs. This was more 
de. than enough to make the Reverend Fa- 
ed ther think of ſome other Place, who ac- 
ple cordingly choſe Amiens, where he ſtill 
met with a very cold Reception, tho 
the Biſhop was an intimate Friend of 
the Society. 
The jeſuits of Lorrain receiv'd much 
the fame Treatment about this time with 
their Brethren in France ; the Biſhop of 
Verdun having diveſted them of the 
Power of Preaching and adminiſtring 
Confeſſion. The ſame was done by the 
Biſhop of Met; but certain Germans of 
the Societies not being compris'd in the 
Prohibition, they continued to 3 
thoſe 
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Az. 1715. thoſe Functions in the laſt mention d ſie 
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| hitherto he was not inveſted with any 


A. 1716. 


AA 


thro' France under a borrow'd Name, 


The reſt of this Year produc'd nothin 
remarkable, if we except the Condud 
of my Lord Stair, who then reſided at 
Paris on the part of Great Britain, tho 


ublick Character. This Lord made | 
bis Complaints to the Court, that the | 
Pretender, with ſeveral of his Adherents, 
had been permitted to paſs thro” the Do- 
minions of France: to which he was an- 
fwer'd, that the Pretender had indeed 
imbark'd for Scotland upon the 11th of 
Novemter from St. Malo, but that nei. 
ther the Regent, nor any of the Miniſtry, | 
were in tlie leaſt acquainted with it: | 
that on the contrary, he had paſſed 


3 


* 
1 
SF; 


and that it was impoſſible either to hin- 
der ſuch Expeditions, or to get Informa- 
tion of them. 2 
"The ſucceeding Year was open'd witl | 
the King's Arrival at Paris, to the great | 
Joy of the Inhabitants of that City. The 
Magiſtrates went in a Body to wait up- 
on his Majeſty at the Louvre, as did in a 
tew Days afterwards the Deputies o! 
Burgundy and Bretagne, who were fol- 
low'd by a Deputation from the Univer- 
ſity of Paris to the Regent, at the Head 
of which was their new Rector, _ 
| eur 
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the Duke of Orueans. ar 
fieur de Montempauis, who addreſs'd his 4. 1716. 
Royal Highneſs in the following, man 
ner. 


* My Lord, 


HE Univerſity of Paris, honour- Speech of 
N ed by the Kings your Predeceſ- — 


© ors with the Title of Eldeſt Doe, uſe, Roc 
© has impatiently expected an occaſion of tor of the 
* paying her Duty to your a High- — _ 
: _ | n to 0 8 your . co the 
oyal Highneſs's ſhining Qualities, as Pauke 
a bo the Ste Reſemblance to thoſe a. 
* peaceable Occupations which conſtitute 
© the principal part of her Functions and 
* Employments, She has long admir'd 
* that Extent and Fineneſs of Genius, 
* that Depth of Underſtanding, that 
Love of Learning, and Knowledge of 
* the politer Arts, which have ſhone out 
* with fo full a Luſtre in the Form your 
* Royal Highneſs has lately given to the 
* Government of this Kingdom, of which 
every thing has contributed, my Lord, 
to eſtabliſh you in the Regency; the 
Rights of your auguſt Birth, being ſe- 
* conded by the Judgment of the Magi- 
* ſtrates, the Suffragesof the Nobility, and 
the univerſal Voice ofthe People. Inſo ge- 
* neral a Concurrence, of which Hiſtory 
* canhardlyfurniſhuswithaParalle] here 
G 18 


* of 7 + 'S 
ds 77 | 


ö 


AA GK A OT AR MW M M A 


NME MO IRS ef 
is not a Man who does not eminent! 
diſcern the over- ruling Hand of Provi- 
dence, which in the midſt of our Suf- 
ferings prepar'd your Royal Highneſs 
to be the Reſource for all the Miſeries 
of a deſerving and generous People, 
who by their conſtant and inviolable 
Duty to their Sovereigns, have been 
worthy of gentle and beneficent Go- 
Vernors. r 
We already feel the happy Effects of 
your Royal Highneſs's Regency. Uni- 
verſal, active, penetrating, regular, 
powerful, —_ and benevolent, your 
Royal Highneſs provides for all our 
Wants, , whilſt you appropriate all our 
Troubles. Diſtinguiſhing between the 
ood and the bad, the true and the 
ctitious, You regulate the Rights of 
our Provinces ; you reſtrain every Man 
within his Duty; eaſy of Acceſs ; af- 
ſuming no Authority but to do good, | 
and retaining no greater a ſhare in the 


extenſive Privileges annex d to your 


Royal Highneſs's Dignity, than the 
* Power of conferring Happineſs and 


> 


Benefits upon others. 
* May we, my Lord, enjoy our Share 


in your Royal Highneſs's Favours 


c 
: 
4 


And I will take upon me to aſſert it in 
behalf of thoſe whom TI have the Ho- 
nour to repreſent, that we ſhall — 

be 


the Duke of OgLeans. 


43 


© be found to deſerve them; whether 4. 1716. 


© your Royal Highneſs conſiders the An- 


© tiquity and Nobleneſs of our Founda- 
© tion; the Purity of our Maxims, which 
© are no other than the Laws of the 
Kingdom; the Utility of our Functi- 
© ons; or the Simplicity and Innocence 
© of our Lives. No Intereſt will ever 
* make us Suitors to your Royal High- 
* neſs but that of the publick Good ; we 
* {hall feel no Ambition but that of ma- 
king our ſelves agreeable to your Royal 
; Hichnek, and convincing you of our 
profound Reſpect; nor any Sollicitude 

: bat that which will ariſe from our 
2 * Concern for your Health and Welfare. 
permit us, my Lord, to ground our 
* firſt Requeſt on this laſt Conſideration. 
Let us beg it for the firſt Favour, that 
you will be watchful to preſerve a Life 
that is fo precious and important. Let 


your Royal Highneſs's Cares be divi- 


* ded betwixt your ſelf and the publick. 
* Upon your Preſervation, my Lord, 
depends that which all good Frenchmen 
* have moſt at Heart, the Education of 
* our King in the Maxims and Princi- 
* ples of our Liberty, which are no 
* other than the facred Rights of the 


| © Crown and the Hierarchy, the Sup- 


po and Continuance of our moſt per- 
ect Government, and the Re-eſtabliſh- 
G 2 ment 


c 
. 
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4». 1716, c ment and Preſeryation of polite Litera. 
WY ture in all its Splendor and full Li. 


This Compliment from the Univerſity 
was very agreeable to the Duke Regent; 
bur a Letter which he receiv'd at the 
ſame time, tending to engage him in 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſputes, which muſt there. 
fore break in upon other Concerns of the 
Regency, to which his Royal Highneſs 
had more Attention, was extreamly diſ. 

leaſing to him. It came from certain 
Biſhops zealous about the Con/titution 
Unigenitus, and was as follows. 4 


* My Lord, 
. HE ſingular Zeal, and continual 7 
— — g Application, with which your 


ſhops to Royal Highneſs endeavours to eſtabliſh 
11 ae, the Happineſs of this Kingdom, both 
ous in Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Affairs, have 
determin'd us to preſent you with a 
View of thoſe Evils under which the 
© Church at preſent labours, as to hin 

* whom the Wiſdom of Providence ha 
© deftin'd to reform them. J 

© We had flatter'd our ſelves, that the 
© Warineſs with which we proceeded at 
the time of our accepting the Conftitu 
tion Ungenitus, by explaining the Senſe 
"7 27-0 Lu! 
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in which we, together with his Holi- . 1276. 
neſs, condemn d the hundred and one S WY 


« Propoſitions, would have been ſuffici- 
gent for the Defence of Truth, and 
* Preſervation of the Church's Peace. But 
ve ſee, with Grief, that the Succeſs has 
not been anſwerable to our Wiſhes ; 
* andthat thoſe Miſunderſtandings which 
took their Riſe in that very Aſſembly, 
* where we were in Hopes ſoon to ſee 
* an end put to all Diviſion, have ſince 
* grown ſtronger and more inveterate. 
| n a word, my Lord, the Conſtitution 
* has not only been rejected in ſeveral 
* Dioceſſes whilſt it was receiv'd in 
* others, but even in thoſe where it has 
been admitted, there appears ſo great 
* a Variety in the manner of accepting 
* it, that we cannot ſay there has yet 
been advanc'd ſo much as one fix d and 
certain Rule for reſtoring the Peace of 
* our Minds, and putting an end to our 
© Diviſions. 

© In ſome Churches, the Conſtitution 
* 15 received independant of the Paſto- 
* ral InſtruQtion ordained by the Aſſem- 
* bly, and without any the leaſt Expla- 
* nation to prevent the Conſequences 
* that may be drawn from the Con- 
* demnation of particular Propoſitions. 
* It muſt be acknowledged indeed, that 


+ greater Warineſs has been uſed in ſome 


* Biſhopricks, 


ab MEMOIRS off. 
"An; 1716. © Biſhopricks, where the Bull and the 
A 6 Aſſembly's Inſtruction have been pub- 


E 


liſh'd at one and the fame time; hut 
even here, the very Prelates who 
thought it good to adopt the Inſtructi- | 
on, have not been uniform in their | 
manner of propoſing to their People. 
© Some of them ſeem to ſay, that the 
Bull ſtands in no need of Explanation; | 
and that their Acceptance of it was 
entirely independant, and without any 
Relation to the Aſſembly's Inſtruction, 
which they publiſh'd rather thro? Pre- 
caution than Neceſſity. wil 
© Others have given us to underſtand, 
that their Intention was to join their 
Acceptation of the Bull, to the Expla- 
nation contained. in the Paſtoral In- 
ſtruction, and to incorporate theſe 
with ſuch Explanations as they thought 
neceſſary to expreſs the meaning of the 
cenſured Propoſitions ; but without 
extending this to the Excluſion of ſuch 
other Orthodox Opinions as might 
be extracted from true Divinity. Seve- | 
© ral of us can aſſure your Royal High- 
© neſs, that this was the Senſe of the 
Aſſembly held in 1714. 
* Some of our Brethren have gone 
further, and not thinking the Aſſem- 
© bly's Explanations ſufficient for the 
© Defence and Preſervation of the 
„Truth. 
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* nary Defect with new Exp 
* which they have added to the Paſtor 


Inſtruction. Laſtly, there are ſome 
© Prelates, who taking no Notice of the 
« Aſſembly's Inſtructions, have preſented 
© their People with new ones of their 
© own, very different in their Nature 
* and Tendency from one another. 

* We find every Day the unhappy 
Effects that ariſe from this Diver- 
* ſity in our Conduct. From hence the 
© Hereticks take Occaſion to inſult us; 
* as if the Diviſion that . N amongſt 
* the Paſtors of the Church, deſtroyed 
* the Solidity of the Arguments we have 
* ſo often advanced, to ſhew the neceſ- 
* ſity of a viſible and infallible Autho- 
* rity, from whence we might be fur- 
* niſh'd with Rules for our Direction in 
* Matters of Faith. It is this Diverſity 
in the Expreſſions and Conduct of the 
* Prelates, which diminiſhes the Confi- 
* dence repoſed in them by the People ; 
p it ſcandalizes the new Converts, yet 
, weak in the Faith; it entertains a 
; Spirit of Diviſion in the Univerſities, 
: and foſters that unbridled Licenſe, with 
, Which raſh Minds preſume to cenſure 

the Conſtitution, with a perverſe In- 
* tention either to elude or defame it. 


© Bur, 


© Truth ; they have ſupplied this imagi- 4»: 1915. 
lanations, SV V 


n. 7116, 
a ever the Evil may be in its Nature, 
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© But, my Lord, how important ſo- 


© yet it is neither ſo extenſive, nor ſo 
© hard to be cured, as the Enemies of our 
Church would inſinuate. 


If there has been ſome Diſagree- 


© ment amongſt our Biſhops concerning 
© the neceſſity of Explanations, and the 
© manner of diſpenſing them; and if this 
© Diviſion has hitherto ſubſiſted for 
* want of a Council, in which, being the 
© Majority, we might have Power to | 
© oblige our Brethren to conform to our | 
© Opinions; yet in the midſt of this 
© ſeeming Diviſion, we have neverthe- Þ 
© les the Conſolation of knowing that 


© we have all the ſame Faith ; that we 


« profeſs the ſame Zeal againſt Hereſy; Þ 
the ſame Love for Peace and Unity; 
and that we all retain the ſame Re- 
ſpect and Deference for our Holy Fa- 


© ther the Pope. 


© It is the Conſideration of this Re- 
* ſpect alone, which induces us to be- 


© lieve, after the many ſerious Reflecti- 
© ons we have made on fo important a 
© Subject, that the beſt method of eſta- 
© bliſhing Uniformity amongſt the Pa- 
© ſtors of the Church, will be to have 
© Recourſe to his Holineſs himſelf, and 
to demand of him the neceſſary Expla- 
* nations of his own Bull, by which = 
| © rea 
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real Senſe may be diſcerned, and the 4» 1716. 
© Biſhopsreunited in their Sentiments. At 
firſt we were of Opinion that the Ex- 
* planations of the Aſſembly, which we 
then did, and ſtill continue to think 
* ſufficient for the Illumination of our 
© ſeveral Biſhopricks, would have been 
* ſufficient to have brought about this 
* great End; as they certainly would 
have done, had all the Biſhops judged 
JF * a-like, and adapted them in the fame 
manner. 
hut ſeeing our ExpeClations are 
JF © fruſtrated, and that the Biſhops have 
& © differed in their Opinions upon one or 
& © two Points, we find our ſelves promp- 
ted by the deſire we entertain of ſeeing 
Vnanimity re-eſtabliſhed amongſt the 
Prelates of France, to propoſe this Re- 
© © courſe to his Holineſs, as a means ex- 
I © treamly Orthodox, and as the only 
Remedy adapted to the Nature of the 
e. © Diſeaſe, 1 

Wie flatter our ſelves, my Lord, 
both from that Zeal for Unanimity 
which reigns in the Boſom of his 
' Holineſs, and from his Charity as our 
* common Father, that he will not re- 
* fuſe to give us Peace by a method in 
* it ſelf fo regular, ſo honourable for the 
Holy Chair, and ſo well warranted by 


Tradition, as we might eafily prove 
| to 
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4». 1716.0 to your Royal Highneſs, ſhould you « | 
command us fo to do, by very cele- I « | 

© brated Examples. c ; 

We cannot believe his Holinefs will « 
ſuſpect ſuch a Requeſt of any Deſign BF *© : 
to elude the Foree of his Conſtitution, i © c 
or of laying hold upon any Pretext, N r 
for the ſupport of Errors that have v 
been already condemned. We flatter BW © 7 
our ſelves, that the diſtinguiſhing t 
Proofs we have already given of our * { 
Obedience to the Holy See, by our tt. 
Acceptation of the Conſtitution, in tl 
which we have conſtantly perſiſted, | * o 
will be of Force to convince his Holi- | © fi 
neſs, that the only Reaſon which now | o 
induces us to deſire an Explanation of * ir 
the Conſtitution from the ſame Autho-I b. 
rity that gave Birth to it, is, that ve * ti 
may be the better able to unite al tl 
Opinions, in a ſincere and uniform Ac. © H 
ceptation of the Apoſtolical Decree, and 
to baniſh for ever the ſeveral wicked P. 
Interpretations, which may be given PI 
to the Conſtitution by the Enemis th 
of our Faith. ſo 

But, my Lord, our ſtrongeſt Hope © of 
for the good Succeſs of this Affair, a be 
grounded upon the Protection and th. 

Aſſiſtance which we now intreat g * ho 

your Royal Highneſs. And indeed ne. 

* if your Royal Highneſs ſhall _ r 

© ſecon 
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ſecond our juſt Demands with his 4. 1716. 
« Holineſs, what may we not expect e 


from a Mediation of fo 2 a Weight, 
and ſtrengthned with that Auguſt Au- 

* thority, always regulated by Wiſdom 
and Juſtice, which has already pro- 
* cured your Royal Highneſs the Vene- 
© ration of our Neighbours, attended 
{with the Reſpect and Affection of his 
* Majeſty's Subjects | But if contrary 
© to all our Expectations, his Holineſs 
* ſhould not think fit to reſtore Peace to 


& * the Church by ſo proper a Method; 


in © there remains in our Apprehenſion, no 
g * other Expedient for obtaining ſo de- 


ſirable an End, except the Convocati- 
on of a Council of the Gallican Church, 
in which the Point may be fully de- 


bated, and receive a final Determina- 


tion. We are perſuaded that whilſt 
the Helm remains in your Royal 
Highneſs's Hands, you can never em- 
* ploy the Regal Authority to better 
* Purpoſe, than according to the antient 
Practice of the Kingdom, to reunite 
* the Heads of the Church by a method 
ſo very conformable to the true Spirit 
* of the Goſpel; and which has often 
been attended with happy Succeſs in 
the moſt difficult Conjunctures. We 
* hope nevertheleſs there will be no 
need to have Recourſe to this Remedy, 
e but 
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Au. 1716.4 but that by Virtue of Explanations 


e 


» 
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conformable to the preſent State of the 
Church, and the Dignity of the Hol 

See, the Pope will enable us to ta 

one and the fame Language, agreeable 
to the Uniformity that even now reigns 
in our Sentiments. But till God is 
pleas'd to afford us fo great a Bleſſing, 
we conjure you, my Lord, to con- 
tinue your Endeavours, agreeable to 


the Superior Lights with which Hea- | 
ven has endowed you, to calm our Di- 
viſions, to prevent the ill Conſequences 
that may ariſe from them, and to pre- 
ſerve the Peace and Tranquility of the 
Church. We venture with. the great- Þ 
er Confidence to prefer theſe humble 
Requeſts to your Royal Highneſs, be- 
cauſe we know we addreſs our ſelves 
to a Prince, who being more concerned 
to make a right uſe of his Authority 


than to augment it, will never at- 


tempt anything beyond the juſt Bounds 
of his Power, and will always protect 
the Church without invading any of 
her Privileges. We are with the moſt Þ 


profound Reſpect, and perfect Sub- 
miſſion, c. 
This Letter was ſign'd by the Biſho 


of Auxerre, Laon, Agen, Sees, Avranche, 
Aae, Montauban, du Mans, Noyon, Ca- 
hots and Poitiers, And to compleat the 


Trouble 


the Duke of OrLeans. 


Trouble it occaſion d, his Royal Highneſs 44. 17:6. 


about the ſame time receiv'd a Letter © 
from the Pope, upon the ſame Subje& of 
the Conſtitution, in which his Holineſs 
complains loudly of the Schiſmatical 
Conduct of the Sorboxne Divines, in Re- 
lation to what had been tranſacted in 
their Aſſemblies for ſome Months paſt ; 
and alſo of the Cardinal de Noailles ha- 
ving been conſtituted Chief of the Coun- 
cil of Conſcience. 

I have already obſerv'd how much 
theſe ſort of Diſputes were difagreeable 
to the Duke Regent ; notwithſtanding 
which he did not refuſe to hear their 
Complaints, but continu'd to behave 
equally between the rwo.Parties, and to 
inſpire them with Sentiments of Charity 
and Moderation for each other. 


About this time the famous Banker, Examine 
Samuel Bernard, was calld in Queſtion, an of 
with Reſpect to large Quantities of Gold mous 
and Silver, which in the Courſe of ſeve- Banker, 


ral Years he had ſent out of the Kingdom: 
and to make his Innocence appear, he 
was forc'd to produce the original Or- 
ders of Lewis XIV. which, together with 
his Accounts, he preſented to the Duke 
Regent, who was pleas'd to take the 
Pains to examine them, and afterwards, 
in a publick Aſſembly, declar'd himſelf 
extreamly well fatisfy'd with Mr. on 

nard s 
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An. 1716, zard's Innocence, thanking him at the 
V (me time for the Services he had done the 
Publick, which he deſir'd his Continu- 
ance of. What gave Riſe to this En- 
quiry, was the Diſcovery that ſeveral Þ 
very great Sums had been ſent out of 
France, a certain Tax-Gatherer having | 
been ſtopp'd in the Foreſt of Bond), 
whoſe Poſt-Chaiſe was loaden with Gold | 
to ſuch a degree, that ſeveral Horſes could | 
ſcarce draw it, upon which he was imme- | 
diately ſhut up in the Baſtile, with ſeveral Þ 
others accuſed of having got as much as 
. himſelf, The Matter however was huſh'd 
up by degrees; and the Point being to 
find ready Money for the Exigencies of 
the Government, his Royal Highneſs I 
granted all thoſe their Liberty who were 
willing to pay for it. Monſieur Dachet, 
formerly a Contractor for the Army in 
Italy, was one of theſe, and had no ſoon- 
er given up a million and a half, than 
he obtain'd Permiſſion to go whither he 
would. His Brother Pleneuf had already 
retir'd to his Son-in-Law, the French 
Embaſſador at the Court of Turin. 
The Re- As much however as the Duke Re- 
87. gent wanted Money, he had nevertheleſs 
let the the Conſtancy to refuſe ſeveral millions 
Jew:(ettle that were offer d him at this time by cer- 
F. tain rich Jews, for leave to ſettle them- 


ſelves and build a Synagogue at Paris; 


the 
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born on the ſixth of September, 1656 


the Duke of OrLtEANS. 


che Reaſon of which Refuſal may per- 4: 1716. 
haps be, that he was fearful of being re- SV V 


proach'd with the Shame of introducing 
that Nation into the Capital City of 
France, where theRemembrance of them 
{till continu'd to be odious, on account 
of the cruel Exactions for which they 
had formerly been expell'd. 

To this ſucceeded a time, in which 
there was very little done that deſerves to 
be remember'd. 'The late King's Furni- 
ture in the Camp at Marli was fold off. 
The Muſqueteers were reduc'd, and ſe- 
veral of them went to liſt in the Regi- 
ment that was then railing at Strasbargh 
for the Duke of Bavaria. The Marquiſs 
de Mimure was ſent Ambaſſador to Con- 
ſtantinople, in the room of Monſieur des 
Allears, who now went in the ſame Qua- 
lity to Perſia. The Marquiſs de Bonac, 
Nephew to Monſieur de Borrepanx, was 
nam'd for an Embaſſy to Pruſſia ; and 
Monſieur de Berbiſy was made firſt Pre- 
ſident in the Parliament of Dijon. 

So unuſual a Ceſſation of Buſineſs was 
follow'd by the Promotion of the Abbot 
au Bois to the Dignity of Privy Counſel- 


lor. This Clergyman, whom Fortune g,;,;, 
had deſtin'd for Succeſſor to Richelieu and and Riſe 


? Abbot ds 


3 Bois. 


zarin, was nam'd Milliam du Bois 


in a Place call'd Byive la Gaillarde, which 
is 


>, 
% * & 
» 
o — 
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. 1716. is the Capital of the Lower Limouſin, 
His Father, who was no more than a 
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Chyrurgeon, gave him the beſt Educa- 
tion that Place would afford, which be- 
ing not very extenſive, the young Man 
had ſoon made himſelf Maſter of all he 


could acquire in the Country; after 


which the Father and Son reſolv'd with 


one Conſent, to ſee what Improvement 


they could make at Paris. 
Upon their arrival in that City, young 
du Bois was at a loſs how to diſpoſe of 
himſelf; but Fortune, who had al- 
ready adopted him for her own, ſoon 
led him into the Way of finiſhing his 
Studies to great Advantage ; after which 
he grew acquainted with an upper 
Servant in the Duke of YVendoſme's Fa- 
mily, who introduced him to that Lord, 


in hopes the Excellency of a Bows Wit 


would. be agreeable to him. Nor was 
he deceiv'd in his Expectations; the 
young Man by his Aſſiduity and Vivaci- 
ty ſoon obtaining the Duke's Ear, who 
recommended him to his Almoner, by 
whom he was placed in the Family of the 
old Duke of Orleans, who firſt received 
him in the Quality of Reader, but ſoon 
after made him Sub-Preceptor to his 
Son, the Duke of Chartres, whoſe Me- 
moirs we are now engaged in. I need 
not tell the Reader that he knew how to 

_ | acquire 
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miting the Term in which a 
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. 
the Duke of OaLEANs. 


acquire the Affections of his Pupil: The n 
19 Honours that have been ſince be 


are the 


ow*d upon him by that Prince 
f his own 


beſt Proof of this, as well as 0 
Merit. ö 
Together with the Abbot di Bois, 
Meſſieurs le Pelletier, Dagueſſeau, Ame - 
It, Rowille du Condray, Fagon, and the 
Preſident Dodun, were alſo made Privy 
Counſellors ; the three laſt being at the 
ſame time: declar'd Members of the 
Council of Finances; Rolle du Coudruy 
in Quality; of Director, and Monſieur 
Dodun Inſpector of the Conſtitution Con- 
tracts that were yet to be paſſed, with 
Reſpect to the Annuities ordained by the 
Edicts of May and Auguſt 1714, and 
March and June 1715, in favour of ſuch 
as were willing to purchaſe them, whe- 

ther Natives or Foreigners. AP... 
About this time came out a Declara- 
tion which had been regiſter'd in the 
Parliament of the preceding Vear, li- 
ing the bo f thoſe that 
were liable to be taxed, might have Re- 
medy at Law with regard to the Aſſeſ- 
ments of their Offices. This was fol- 
low'd by an Order of the Court of Aids, 
prohibiting all Perſons to plead in that 
Court, except in a long Robe and a 
ſquare Cap. The Examination of Bank- 
rupcies was alſo - confin'd to the In- 
I ſpection 
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2 1716, * of the Judges and Conſuls of 
the Kingdom, to the firſt of July of the 

fame Year. And it having been attempt- 

ed by ſeveral Parliaments of France, to 
ſubject Foreigners to the particular 
Cuſtoms and By-Laws of the DiſtriQs | 

| Where they happen'd'to reſide, in r. ; 

to matters of Inheritance and the Right 

of bequeathing ſuch Rents or Annuittes | 

as they might have acquir'd in Hance, 

his Royal Highneſs judging it unreaſon- | 

able to oblige Strangers to the Obſer- 
vance of ſuch Inſtitutions as they did not 
underſtand, ſet forth a Declaration, 
which provided, That the Edicts by) 

© which Foreigners had been allow*d to 

* purchaſe Annuities upon the Town- Þ 

© Houſe of Paris, ſhould be executed ac- Þ 


© cording to their true and genuine Pur. * 1 
port; and accordingly, that all Tran JM * 2 
actions already had, or to be had, be- 
© tween Aliens, in reſpe& to the aid JM © © 
© Rents or Annuities, either by Sale, © t 
Transfer, Deed of Gift, Will, or any e 
© other manner whatſoever, ſhould be © fi 
© regulated and judicially determin'd, in a 
© Conformity to the Laws of their re- It 
© ſpetive Countries. | PI 
Several more Declarations were pub- h 
liſh'd at this time, which prove that tler 
minuteſt Affairs did not eſcape the Re- ir 


gent's Notice, and that nothing was too * C 
| intricate 


the Duke OaLEANs. 
fully appear from the following Edict. 


© Lewis, by the Grace of God, c. 
© To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall 
© come, Greeting. If it had been poſſi- 
ble upon our Acceſſion to the Throne, 
* to have diſcharg'd the immenſe Debts 
© in which the Crown had involved it ſelf 
during the Courſe of the two laſt Wars; 
and at the ſame time to have remitted 
all the extraordinary Impoſitions which 
bear ſo hard upon our People, our Joy 
& © would have been greater than even that 
of our Subjects. But inſtead of this, 


ve found our Treaſury quite exhauſted, 


c the Crown Lands alienated, the Reve- 


. I © nues of the Kingdom in a manner eat 
up by an infinite Number of Charges 
and Cuſtoms, the uſual Taxes mortga- 
be · © ged, Deficiencies upon all the Branches 
of the Revenue accumulated from Year 


co Year, the antient Order of our Ex- 
8 * chequer inverted, and, in a word, 
& © ſuch an Anticipation of Bills, Orders 
* and Aſſignments, as almoſt exceeded 
the Power of Numbers to compute, 
In the midſt of fo many Calatnities we 
have had the Conſtancy however to 
* reje& a Propoſal that was made us, to 
* invalidate and cancel all Demands and 
Obligations which we in our own be- 

| Wh half 


= 


$9 
intricate for his Capacity, which will 4» 1716. 
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'#n. 1716. * half had not contracted; and we have 
a at the ſame time avoided the dangerous 
Example of borrowing at exceſſive In- 
© tereſt, and have rejected all the mer- 
6. cenary Offers that have been made us, 
under the odious Condition of aban- 
« doning our Subjects to new Vexations. 
< Theſe pernicious Expedients, Which 
© the Neceſſity of continuing the War in 
© order to obtain a glorious Peace, might 
© perhaps render neceſſary, would ſoon 
© have precipitated the State into that 
© Gulph of Ruin, out of which it would 
© have been even impoſſible to have 
© emerged. The firſt Object of our 
© Care was, to provide in the moſt | 
© effeQuual manner for the Subſiſtence of 
c ö 
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the Army, and the Arrears of Annui- 
ties due from the Town-Houſe of our 
good City of Paris. With reſpect to 
the other Debts, we have been atten- 
tive to every Opinion, and have exa- 
min'd all the Memorials that have 
been offer*d us, before we would come 
to any Determination concerning them, 
And having ſeriouſly weigh'd the In- 
conveniencies attending each Propoſi 
tion, we have rejected all ſuch as either 
adviſed us to force our Subjects to re- 
ceive the Government Securities in 
ordinary Payments, or to convert thoſe 
* Securities into Annuities payable to the 
* Proprietors. 


„ % TD. Bw r ˙ os Taz 3. WS ©, 1m 7 7.9 WW K W099 TOW © TT HT 7 =. © 


_—_ . | 
- 


the Duke of ORL EINS. 61 

© Proprietors.. The firſt of theſe would 4. 1716. 
© have been prejudicial to Commerce, 
© as well as the publick Liberty; and the 

© Creation of more Annuities would 
have perpetuated the Poll- Tax, with 
that of the tenth Penny, which is fo 

© inconſiſtent with our Intentions, that 

ve deſire nothing more than to eaſe 

© our People by the entire Aboliſhment 

of thoſe Impoſitions, ſo ſoon as the 

& © Meaſures we have concerted for the 
Regulation of our Affairs have taken 
place. And the beſt Expedient which 

© we can determine upon for this Pur- 

* poſe, is to ordain the ſeveral Paper Se- 

© curities now extant, which from the 

* Diſcredit into which they are fallen, 

* are become of little or no Uſe to the 

* Proprietors, to be audited and reduc'd, 

* in order to their being chang'd into 

* Bills of another kind, which from 

* thence forward are never to be alter d 

* or ſubjected to any Variation till they 

* are entirely diſcharg'd and paid off. 

* And we have been the rather induc'd 

* toemploy this Method, both as it has 
been generally recommended to us by . 
* the moſt skiltul and experienc'd Mer- 

* chants, with the unanimous Approba- 

* tion of the Deputies of the Council of 

* Commerce of the principal Cities of 

he our Kingdom, as that it will effectu- 

8. ; ally 


* 
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2 1716. © ally put a Stop to thoſe unjuſt Extor- 
n tions, which owe their Being to the 
great Variety of our Paper Securities 
VWe think it proper to declare, that the 
Conſideration of our own Intereſt has 
had no Share in determining us to this 
Alteration: our Aim is to aſcertain the 
© Condition of each particular Perſon, 
© and to re-eſtabliſh the Order of our 

© Finances, as well by proportioning our 

* Expences to our Revenue, as in the 
« Suppreſſion of ſuch Offices as are moſt I « « 
© burthenſome and chargeable to the © x 
© State. Furthermore, in the Reduction 
© to be made in the old Securities, we 
© ſhall have an equal Eye to the Intereft I 
© of the lawful Creditors, and the Con- 
dition of our People, upon whom the 
* 'Faxes muſt be levy'd for the Satif- 
faction of their Debts, keeping as near 
as poſſible a juſt Ballance between the 
* one and the other, that ſo our Subject 
© of every Denomination may reap that 
© Juſtice which they are equally entitled 
© to, And as it is our Intention that the 
© Intereſt 1 3 * ations * 

© be ally paid, rinci 
; Suns difchara'd in a due 4 — 
* Courſe, we have already appropriated 
£ ſure and eftabliſh'd Funds for this Pur- 
* poſe, which ſhall be augmented with 
part of what will be faved from the 
Reduction 


jn the Expences of our Houſhold and 
(Civil Lift, as well as from the prudent 
Management of our Treaſury. To 
2 © theſe Purpoſes therefore, G . 


in R ee 
= * That the promiſſory Notes of the 
Bank of Loans; thoſe of Monſieur /e 
Genre, notendors'd by the general Re- 
ceivers of our Revenue; all Securities 
relating to the extraordinary of the 
Army, the Navy, and the Ordnance, 
& © whether drawn in the Nature of Lot- 
& © tery Bills, or of what Form ſoever 
they may have been made for the an- 
ſwering and diſcharging other Notes 
and Securities given out by our ſaid 
Ireaſurers; and together With theſe, 
all Certificates that may have been 


171 


tember 171 5, ſhall in the ſpace of one 
Month at furtheſt, reckoning from the 
⁊oth of December Inſtant, be brought 
before the Commiſſioners hereby ap- 
pointed for auditing and ſettling r 
i 
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Reduction of Offices, and from the is; 1:6. 
Retrenchments we daily make 
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* $716. * ſaid Securities. And namely, the pro- 
WYV < miſſory Notes of the Bank of Loans 


© with thoſe of the aforeſaid le Gender, 


© before Meſſieurs de Caumartin, Roiill 
© de Coudray and Fagon, Counſellors: of 
© State, and Monſieurs Fieubet, & t 
« Febvre d'Ormeſſon, Maſters of Requeſts, 

The Army Debentures, and Bulls of 
© Ordnance; the Lottery Balls, and o- 
* thers given out in order to diſcharge | 
© and annihilate the advanced Notes of 
© our aforeſaid Treaſurers; as alſo the 
© Certificates given to Engineers .and 
© Undertakers of Fortifications, before 


© Monſieur . Pelletier de la Hoiwſſaye, 
© Counſellor of State, and Meſſieurs l 


© Blanc, d*Herbigny, and Gilbert de Voijn, 


< Maſters of Requeſts. 


* 'The Navy Debentures, befor 
© Monſieur Amelot, Counſellor of State, 
© and Meſſieurs Ferrand and Amelot « 
© Chaillouw, Maſters of Requeſts, the 
© Preſident Dadun, Commadore Chan: 
* pigny, and Meſſieurs Vauvre and Ca- 


< tigny, the one Intendant, and the o- 
ther Commiſſioner of the Navy. 
All Orders and Aſſignments upon 


© Counſellor of State, and Meſheurs 
* Rouiault, Lauduiſiau, de Gaumont 
and de Baudri, Maſters of Requelts 
© All the ſaid Securities to be , 
is REC: 


2 

0 
Ay 
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© the Treaſury, before Monſieur de Fort, 


the Duke of OrLEeans. 


by one of the aforeſaid Commiſſioners, Au. 1916, 


after the Proprietors have certified on 
the Back of the faid Securities that the 
© ſame do really and Bana fide belong to 
© them. In order to which, the ſaid 


. © Commiſſioners ſhall meet and attend 


every Day at the Lowvye, from eight 


till three, and after the Expiration of 
« the aforeſaid Term of one Month, all 


1 ſuch Securities as ſhall not have been 
ſo audited, ſhall by Virtue of theſe 
8 © Preſents become abſolutely void and of 


no Effect. 


II. The Notes advanced by our 


© Treaſurers for the Extraordinary of 
the Army, the Navy, and the Ord- 
W * nance, together with all other Securi- 
ties ariſing from, or relating to the 
ſaid Notes, which may now be in the 
& © Hands of any of the Officers of our 
Army, are, purſuant to the neceſſary 
Orders already given both upon the 


Frontier and in the Inland Provinces, 
co be brought before the ſeveral In- 


$ © tendants and Provincial Commiſſaries, 


* where the ſaid Officers ſhall happen to 
be quartered; and before the Commiſ- 


ſioners of the Navy reſiding in our Sea 


* Ports ; being firſt certified as before 
by the faid Officers, after which they 
* ſhall be ſent to the Majors of their re- 
* ſpeftive Regiments, to whom all 

| © Officers 
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4. 7116. Officers reſiding at Paris, are alſo here. 
a by required to tranſmit their Notes 

© certified as is before directed, to the 
© End the ſaid Majors may be able to 
comply with the Directions they have 
© received upon this Subject. 
© TI. So ſoon as the time hereby li. 
© mited for reviſing the faid Securities 
© ſhall be expired, we will immediate 
© iſuea new Declaration for the intend. I 
© ed Reduction, to be performed by the 
© aforeſaid Commiſſioners, and to take 
© Place without any delay. i 
IV. Inſtead of the old Notes and o- 
© ther Papers hereby appointed to be re. 
© yviſed and reduced, freſh ones ſhall 
© be iſſued for ſuch Sums as the faid 
Notes when reviſed ſhall amount to, 
© which new Securities ſhall be regular - 
ly 3 and intituled Government 
Bills. 
© V. Each Reduction ſhall be made 
* with the utmoſt ExaQtneſs, and pro- 
© ceeded upon with all Expedition, in 
© Proportion as the old Securities are 
© brought in. 
VI. The ſeveral Reductions ſhall be 
© enregiſtred by the proper Secretary of 
the Office in which the ſame were 


© tranſaQed. 
VII. Mentiod\ſhall be made upon 
© the Back of the old Notes of the Sum 


6 to 


the Duke of Or LEANS, 


© to which they were reſpectively re- 4»: 1716. 
© duced ; and this ſhall be done by one 


© of the Commiſſioners hereby appointed 
© to reviſe the ſaid Securities. 
VIII. The faid Government Bills 
£ ſhall be ſigned by Monſieur Boucot, 
© Receiver of Paris, hereby conſtituted 
* principal Reviſor for that Purpoſe, 
* who ſhall inſert them in a general Re- 
* giſter, to be inſpected and figned by 
three of the aforeſaid Commiſſioners, 
in which Regiſter the ſaid principal 
& © Reviſor ſhall keep an exact Account, 
ee Die in Diem, of all the Bills by him 
S © ſigned and delivered as aforeſaid. 
XX. The Government Bills, ſhall in 
the ſame manner be ſigned by the Pro- 
& * voſt of the Merchants, and by Mon- 
8 © lieur Charles Harlan, who has been re- 


*W © commended to us as a proper Perſon 


for that Employment, by the ſix trad- 
* ing Companies of our good City of 
* Paris, and both of theſe ſhall keep a 
* particular Regiſter to ſerve as a Cheque 
to that of the principal Reviſor. _ . 
X. The faid principal Reviſor ſhall 
* keep a ſeparate Regiſter for each De- 
* nomination of the Sums for which the 
Government Bills ſhall be ſued. That 
is to ſay, One, for Bills that exceed 
* one thouſand Livres ; another for thoſe 
of one thouſand Livres; a third for 
K 2 Sthoſo 
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An. 716. thoſe of nine hundred; a fourth, for 
thoſe of eight hundred ; a fifth, for 
thoſe of ſeven hundred; another, for 
thoſe of ſix hundred; another, for thoſe 
of five hundred; another, for thok 
of four hundred; another, for thoſe 
of three hundred; Another, for thoſc 
of two hundred; and laſtly, one more 
for thoſe of one hundred, and far 
leſs than that no Government Bill; 


ſhall be iſſued. 


A $$, 7 $f 


the Secretaries of the ſeveral Offices ap- 


old Securities ſhall take Place in ther 
reſpective Offices. | 

* XII. The principal Reviſor ſhall e 
very eight Days tranſmit the auditel 


HA A A nh AR 6A « 


Securities to thoſe Treaſurers and Pay- 


to have been diſcharged; and to ea 


C 
C 
of Mafters, by whom they were ſeveral! 
of thoſe Securities ſhall be added an 


Account of the Sum total, underneat! 
© which the ſaid Treafurers and Pay- 
* Maſters ſhall give their Receipts to 
* the principal Reviſor, which Receipt 


XIII. Al 


* ſhall be his Diſcharge, 


XI. The principal Reyiſor ſhall di | 
ſtribute the ſaid Government Bills to | 


pointed for this Service, taking ther 
Vouchers and Receipts for the ſame, 
to be by them faithfully delivered to 
the Proprietors, in the ſame Propor- i 
tion that the intended Reduction of the 
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XIII. All Aſſignments upon the ge- 4. 1716. 
© neral Receivers of our Revenue, ſhall VV 
he tranſmitted to the Treaſury, as Se- 
« curities paid off and cancelled by the 
Government Bills; for which our 
6 Treaſurer ſhall give his Receipt to the 
principal Reviſor, and the fame ſhall 
c be afterwards allowed in the Trea- 
$ furer's Accounts. 

XIV. It is hereby further ordained 
and Ot, that from and after the 
* firlt of January 1616, the new Securi- 

ties ſhall bear an Intereſt of four per 
Cent, till they ſhall be compleatly diſ- 
* charged and paid off. 

© RV. The faid Intereſt ſhall be paid 

every ſix Months, at the Town-Houſe 
* of our good City of Paris, beginning 
* with the firſt of June 1616, by Pay- 
* Maſters appointed for that Purpoſe, 
* and in the Preſence of Comptrollers, 
duely authoriz'd by our Letters ad- 
* drefled to our Chamber of Accounts 
for the ſaid City of Paris. 

* XVI. EachPay-Maſter ſhall receive 
* a Regiſter, inſpetted and ſigned by the 
* Provoſt of the Merchants, and by one 
* of the Sheriffs, containing the Num- 
© bers and Sums of thoſe Securities for 
* which Intereſt is to be _ in diſ- 
charging which the fai Pay 
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45. 1726. ſhall conſtantly follow the Order they 
V © are numbred in upon the Regiſter. 
VVV. For the diſcharge of the Pay. 
© Maſter, his reſpective Comptroller te 
* ſhall indorſe the Intereſt paid off, upon Ml © H 
© the Back of the Security; and the Ml 40 
* ſame acknowledgement ſhall be made © if 
by the Comptroller in the Pay-Ma- tt 
* fter's Regiſter, which ſhall be allowed 
© as a ſufficient Voucher in making up 
his Accounts. ban 
XVII. To the End the faid Intereſt 
may be punctually diſcharged, we 
© have already aſſigned the Produce of 
the Tenths, and of the Poll Tax of the 
„Court, and of Paris, together with 
the Surplus of the Duties on Regiſters, 
the three Penny Sabpæna Tax, the 
© Regiſtry of Preſentations, the Duty on 
Cards, with thoſe upon Tallow and 
© Suet, and the Profit ariſing from the 
© Reduction of all the Annuities com- 
* pris'd in our Edict of this preſent 
© Month, to twenty five per Cent; which 
* faid Duties and Revenues are hereby 
n 8 to the ſole Payment of 
© the Intereſt and Principle of the ſaid 
Securities, as a ſinking Fund never to 
be employed or diverted to any other 
* Uſe or Purpoſe. whatſoever. And to 
© this End, the Receivers, Farmers, 
* Inſpectors, and other Officers con- 
F cerned 
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concerned in collecting the faid Duties, 4. 1716. 


3 


are hereby requir'd to remit the quar- 


a terly Produce of the fame, into the 


Hands of the aforeſaid Pay-Maſters, 
according to the Orders that ſhall be 
iſſu'd by our Council of Finances for 
that Purpoſe. OT 

© XIV. And it being our Intention 
© to cancel all the Government Bills, it 
© is hereby ordered, that as the fame 
© are brought in to our Treaſury, they 


& © ſhall be immediately burned in the 
8 © Preſence of a Member of our Council 
of Finances, as alſo the Provoſt of the 
Merchants, the Sheriffs and the Syndic 
of the fix trading Companies; proper 
8 © Vouchers of which ſhall at the ſame 


© time be inſerted in the general Regiſter 

© of the principal Reviſor, and in thoſe 
© of the Provoſt of the Merchants, of 
* Monſieur Charles Harlay, and of the 
© ſeveral Pay-Maſters, to the end that 
© the Intereſt of the ſaid Bills may ceaſe 
© for ever. Mer pay 


© Given at Vincennes this 7th of De- 
© cember, 1716; and regiſter'd in 
© Parliament the 12th of the fame 
Month. | 


About 
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. 1716. About the fame time that the fore. 
WWW going Declaration came out, the Duke 
of Bourbon was receiv'd into the Council 
of War; and the Marquiſs de /a Vrilliere, 
Secretary of State, was created a Mem- 

ber of the Council of Regency, with a 
Right of debating in that Aſſembly. 
Creation An Order was alſo publiſh'd, conſti- 
— Fug eu tuting a Council of Commerce, which 
of Com- Was to conſiſt of the Mareſchal 4 Yilleroy, 
merce. already Chief of the Council of Finan- 
ces; of the Duke de Noailles, Preſident 
of the faid Council; the Mareſchal 
d*Eftrees, Preſident of that for Naval 
Affairs; Meſſieurs Dagueſſeau, Amelit 
and Nointel, Counſellors of State in 
ord ing ; Monſieur Rozille du Coudray, 
Counſellor of Stare, and Lieutenant Ge- 
neral of the Police, or Civil Government 

of Paris; Monſieur Ferrand, Maſter of 
Requeſts, and Counſellor for Naval Af- 
fairs; with Monſieur Raujault, Maſter 
of Requeſts, and Counſellor for the Do- 
meſtick Concerns of the Kingdom : And 
beſides theſe, the Deputies of Commerce 
for Langucdac, Paris, Lions, Rouen, 
Bourdeaux, Marſeille, Rochelle, Nantes, 
St. Malo, Lille, Bayonne and Dunkirk were 

likewiſe admitted, 

Whilft theſe things were upon the 
Carpet, two Honorary Employments 
were fold at a ſurpriſing Rate: The firſt 


was Secretary of War, for the Title of 
which, 


the Duke of Ort tans. 


which, Monſieur 4 Armenarville paid 4n. 1716. 
fve hundred thouſand Livres to the 


Chancellor Von, without being admit- 
ted to exerciſe the Office. The ſecond 
was the Secretaryſhip to the Order of the 
Holy Ghoſt, for which Monſieur de Man- 
targis, Keeper of the Treaſury, gave the 
Preſident des Maz/ons no leſs than four 
hundred and fifty thouſand Livres, be- 
ſides fifty thouſand Crowns to the Duke 
d& Ia Fexillade ; ſo tempting a Bait is the 
Privilege of wearing a Blue Ribbon, and 
ſo inexhauſtible a Fund is the Vanity of 
Subjects when Princes know how to im- 
prove it to the beſt Advantage. 


About the ſame time that theſe ex- The peo- 
traordinary Purchaſes were the Subject ple are 
of publick Converſation in Paris, there => =. 
happen d a Buſineſs of a very different courſe 
Nature, which whilſt it occaſion'd a of the 


great deal of Talk in private Companies, 


put a ſtop for ſome time to the Diſputes genf. 


of the Sarboune Divines, concerning the 
| Conſtitution Unigenitus, This was a Let- 
ter from the Regent to Monſieur Rave- 
chet, Syndic of the Sorbonne, directing 
him to impoſe Silence upon the Gentle- 
men of that Houſe, in Reference to the 
Conſtitution. The Syndic did as he was 
commanded, but his Royal Highneſs's 
Orders had ſcarce taken place, when 
ſome of the non-accepting Biſhops grew 

| E uneaſy 
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4n. 1716. uneaſy concerning them, and began to 


doubt leaſt the Regent ſhould attempt 
to put a Force upon their Conſciences, 
with Relation to this famous Bull. Un- 
der theſe Apprehenſions the Biſhop of 
Tours, and ſeveral other Prelates, had al. 
ready begun to conſult with one another; 
but their Fears were ſoon remov'd by a 
Meſſage from the Regent, in which he 
deſir'd they would furniſh him with their 
Remarks upon the Conſtitution, and the 
Difficulties that retarded their Accepta- 
tion of it; promiſing at the ſame time to 
tranſmit their Memorials to his Holineſs. 
This Meſſage, which was carry'd by the 
Mareſchal 4 Uxelles and the Attorney 
General, entirely reſtor'd the Confidence 
of the Biſhops, who anſwer'd, that they 
had made a conſiderable Progreſs in their 
Deductions and Remarks upon the late 
Bull in Queſtion, which they would 
have the Honour to put into his Royal 
Highneſs's Hands before the end of 
March. © 
The Jealouſy of the Biſhops thus re- 
up which 
gave the Regent more Trouble, and coſt 
him more to put an end to. Several 
Engliſb and Iriſh Officers had paſs'd thro' 
the Dominions of France, in order to 
join the Pretender, who was already 
landed in Scotland. Arms and Ammu- 
| nition 


Com- 


plaints of mov'd, another Afair ſprun 
E ar 
of Stair 
relating 
to the 
Pretender 
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nition had been imbark d at r. Malo, for 4s. 1716. 
for the Service of the Rebels; the Pre- 
tender himſelf had been follow'd into 
Scotland by certain French Troops ; and 
in ſhort, it was viſible enough that the 
Regent conniv'd at his Undertaking, by 
appearing to be ignorant of Meaſures 
which all Europe was acquainted with, 
and concerning which his Royal High- 
neſs had already receiv'd ſeveral Com- 
plaints from my Lord Stazr, who upon 
this Occaſion preſented him with the 
following Memorial. | 


© The underwritten Earl of Stajy, Lord 


{ Miniſter of the King of Great Britain Namori- 


* to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, finds al to the 
© himſelt oblig'd to repreſent to his Royal Regent. 
* Highneſs the Duke of Orleans, Regent 

* of France, that notwithſtanding his 


Royal Highneſs has frequently afſur'd 


* the faid Earl, that he would faithfully 
and punctually obſerve the Articles of 


Peace made between Great Britain and 


* France at the Treaty of Utrecht ; that 
he would not permit either Arms, 
* Ammunition, Officers or Soldiers to 
be tranſported out of France for the 
* Service of the Pretender; and although 
* in Conformity to theſe Intentions his 
Royal Highneſs has even ſent expreſs 


' Orders to all the Ports and Havens of 
L 2 « the 
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. 1716.* the Kingdom, it is certain nevertheleſ;, 
& © that the ſeveral Particulars before enu- 


< merated, are every Day tranſported 
from the Harbours of France, with. 
© out the leaſt Obſtruction whatſoever 
© from thoſe who command in the ſaid 
Forts on the part of his Moſt Chriſtian 
e. \ | | 
The late Duke of Ormond, and the 
Pretender, have been frequently on 
© board certain Veſſels at St. Mah, 
£ which were known to have been load- 
© ed with Arms and Ammunition for 
© the Pretender's Service ; and this with 
© fo little Reſerve or Circumſpection, 
* that they were publickly attended and 
* follow'd by a Troop of Nazent's Horſe, 


© commanded by their proper Officers, 
all mounted intheir RegimentalClothes 


© and Accoutrements, and this without 
© the leaſt Check from his Moſt Chrifti- 
an Majeſty's Officers commanding at 
St. Malo. ee e e 

The Pretender not thinking it pro- 
* per to venture himſelf to Sea at this 
* JunQture, took the Road towards Vor- 
mand), in order to embark at Dunkirk; 
and the late Duke of Ormond in the 
* ſame manner declining to land in Ex- 
© land, came back to Morlaix, - 

When the Pretender was gone to 

© Scotland, attended by the ee 

E | 6 tion' 


| © els have failed from Dieppe 


the Duke of ORLEANS. 


6 +» 7 - | ; 
tion'd Troopers of Nugent's Regiment, 4. 17 16. 
his Royal Highneſs was pleas d to pro- WWW 


* miſe the underwritten Miniſter, that 
p he would treat them as Deſerters if 
ever they return'd to France; and the 
| Mareſchal a*Uxelles at the ſame time 
aſſur'd the ſaid Earl, that he would 
hang them all without Diſtinction. 

* Theſe Soldiers are now returned, 
and have joined their Regiment. Mon- 
© fieur Beſach and his Company remain 
* to this very Hour at Morlaix, as alſo 
the Arms and Ammunition that he 
© had with him for his intended Expedi- 
* tion, which being removed out of one 


ship into another, in the Harbour of 


* Morlaix, the Commanding Officer 
there, was ſo far from confiſcating the 
* faid Arms and Ammunition, that he 
* even refuſed to ſearch the Veſſel, tho? 
* he was deſired ſo to do by Captain 
Campbell, Commander of an Emgliſh 
* Ship, which yet remains in that Port. 
Within five Weeks paſt ſeveral Veſ- 
and Havre 
* de Grace, with Arms and Ammuni- 
* tion, Officers and Money for the Pre- 
* tender's Service, all which are actual- 
* Iy arrived in Scotland; and to be more 
particular, there ſailed a Veſſel from 
© Havre de Grace on the 17th of this 
Month in the Face of an Officer be- 
© longing 
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"an. 1716. © longing to the King of Great Britain, 
e who having repreſented to the Mar- 


* quiſs of Rourroy, that there lay at that 
© time both in Havre de Grace and at 
« Harfleur, atleaſt twenty Officers ready 
© to follow the Pretender into Scotland 
on board the ſaid Veſſel, and begged 
© him to prevent their imbarking, the 
© Marquiſs replied, that what he faid 
might be very true, but that he could 
© not hinder their going on Board, hav- 
ing no Orders from Court for that 
* Purpoſe. OR 
© 'The faid Earl of Stair, has alſo fre- 

© quently repreſented, both to his Royal 
* Highneſs the Regent, and the Mare- 
* fchal d Huxelleg, that ſeveral Generals, 
© Colonels, and other Officers then 
actually engaged in the Service of 
* France, were determined to go and 
© join the Rebels in Scotland, The faid 
© Earl went fo far as even to give the 
* Mareſchal  Huxelles a Liſt of the ſaid 
-* Generals and other Officers, who a- 
* greeable to the ſaid Earl's Repreſenta- 
tion are now actually at Boulogne, Ca- 
© lais, Dunkirk, and other Places in that 
Neighbourhood, ready to tranſport 
themſelves with the firſt Opportunity 
into Scotland, from whence they have 
been hitherto detained by nothing but 
the exceſſive cold of the Seaſon, and 
; © contrary 


the Duke of OLE AM s. 
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© Officers in the ſaid Places openly a- 
« yowing, that they have receiv'd no 
© Orders to prevent their Embarkation. 

The Earl of Stair finds it his Duty 
© to repreſent theſe Facts to the Duke 
Regent, to the End that his Royal 
«© Highneſs may himſelf determine whe- 
© ther his Orders have been executed 


© with PunQuality, and whether it can 


© be thought in Great Britain that the 
© Treaty of Utrecht, has been faithfully 
* complied with on the Part of France. 

* The aforeſaid Earl of Stair finds 
© himſelf obliged to acquaint his Royal 
Highneſs, that the late Duke of Or- 
mond, and ſeveral others who have 
* conſpired equally againſt their King 
and Country, did within a few Days 
begin their "ths towards Bourdeaux 
© and Bayonne, and that they have got 
* together upon the Coaſt of Gaſcony 
* a conſiderable Quantity of Arms, Am- 
munition, and Ships, with which the 
Court of St. Germains boaſts its Inten- 
* tion to make a Deſcent in Ireland, 
which, as the ſame Court flatters it 
* elf, will be ſupported not only with 
* the Money, but even with the very 
* Troops of France. 

The Earl of Stair, who has always 
* labour'd with the utmoſt Zeal to _— 

1 
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41. 1716. © [iſh a good and perfect Friendſhip be- 
WY'V «© tween the King his Maſter, and his 
| * Royal Highneſs the Duke Regent, can- 
© not help being very much concern'd to 
find himfelf reduced to make Remon- 
ſtrances upon Points of fo tickliſh a 
Nature, ſo capable of deſtroying the 
0 — that at preſent ſubſiſts be- 
© tween the two Nations, and of pro- 
© ducing ſuch Diſcontents as may be 
attended with the moſt grievous Conſe. 
© quences, if not immediately prevented 
© by neceſſary Orders. 


It was not poſſible to elude the Force 
of this Repreſentation, and accordingly } 
his Royal Highneſs ſaw, that to remove 
all Supicions, and preſerve the Friend- 
ſhip of Great Britain, he muſt be obliged 

to ſpeak plain; agreeable to which, his 
TheDuke Anſwer was, thar he would forbid the 
Regent's Exportation of any Arms or Ammuniti- 
Anlwer. on out of the Kingdom, and that he 
would ſend ſuch Orders to all the Ports 
of France as his Britannick Majeſty de- 
ſired, together with Inſtructions for the 
Captains of ſuch Veſſels as were bound 

for any part of Scotland. 

But this Anſwer did not fo far fatisfy 
the Court of Great Britain, as to deſtroy 
the Suſpicions occafion'd by the great 
Levies that were making for the — 
a | 0 


the Due of OrLeans. 


of Lorrain, without any apparent Rea- 4». 


ſon, or ſo much as a plauſible Pretext. 
The Emperor at the fame time grew 


jealous ot the Regent's Intentions, trom 


the Reinforcement of the Fench Garri- 
ſons in the Neighbourhood of the 4u/{r;- 
an Netherlands, and Baron Benteuriater 
had Orders to demand a particular Au- 
dience of his Royal Highneſs upon this 
. non 18025 IC. 
The Regent was well acquainted with 
the cloſe Correſpondence that ſubſiſted 
between the Imperial and Biitiſb Mini- 
ſters at tlie Court of Hauce; he had alſo 
receiv'd ſome Information of a projected 
Alliance between their Maſters; and 
this engag'd his Royal Highneſs to give 


the Baron 2 favourable Anſwer to his 


Demands concerning Alſatis, tho? they 


were very repugnant to his Inclinations, 


as well as inconſiſtent with Propoſals 
that were ſecretly made to him from the 


Courts of Spain and Sicily, for a Treaty 
concerning the Affairs of [taly. From 
| hence it appears, that his Royal Highneſs 
would not raſhly engage in agy Alliance; 


that he knew. how to accommodate him- 


elf to his Circumſtances, and make the 


moſt of what was propos'd to him. 
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Whilſt theſe things were upon the A Squs- 
Carpet, his Royal Highneſs ſent the ne- dg fr. 


ſary Orders and ſufficient Remittanees 
. M f to 


ted out at 
Toulon. 
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An. 1715. to Toulon, for fitting out a Squ 
eight Men of War from fifty to eighty 
Guns, which, with two Bomb-Veſſels, 
were to cruiſe upon the Sally Rovers, 
who diſturb'd the Navigation of France 
without Intermiſſion. 


Divers 
Orders 
of the 
Council 
of State. 


It ĩs re- 
ſolv'd to 
erect a 
new 


Court of 


Juſtice. 
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pence hinder the Regent from ſettling a 
Penſion of two thouſand Livres per Am. 
upon every reduc'd Officer of the Army, 
for which they receiv'd proper Aſſign- 
ments upon different Branches of the 
Revenue. | 

To this ſucceeded three different Or- 
ders of the Council of State, the firſt of 
which enjoin'd the Officers of the Army 
to accept the Bills of the ſeveral Trea- 
ſurers, in order to their being audited, 
The ſecond added ten Days to the Term 
allotted for reviſing the ſeveral Securt- 
ties before-mention'd ; and by the third, 
all Perſons who were in Poſſeſſion of any 
Obligations already audited, were or. 
der'd to exchange them by the firſt of 
April into Annuities at four Cent, 
upon Penalty of loſing the Intereſt due 
upon them for four Years paſt. 

In the mean time ſeveral Councils 
were held upon the Propoſitions advan- 
ced by the Regent, for redreſſing the 
Abuſes committed in the Management 
of the Revenue; and theſe occaſion d 


the Creation of a Court of Juſtice, for 


puniſhing 


adron of 


Nor did this Ex- 
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iſhing the Guilty, and bringing into au. 1716. 
his Majeſty's Coffers, thoſe immenſe VV 
Sums of which the Farmers of the Re- 
venue were ſaid to have defrauded the 
Publick. The following Edi& for the 
Erection of this Court, which was re- 
giſter d in Parliament on the 12th of 


March, is too curious and important to 
be omitted. 


Lewis, Sc. To all preſent and to The 
come, Health. The Kings our Prede- King's | 
I S& ceſſors have from time to time erected that Pur. 
Courts of Juſtice for the Suppreſſion poſe. 
and Reparation of Abuſes and Diſor- 
* ders in the Management of the Reve- 
nue; and this Cuſtom was of old 
* eſteemed fo uſeful and neceſſary, that 
by an Edict in June 1625, it was ex- 
* prefly ordained, that ſuch a Court 
* ſhould” be reviy'd every ten Years, to 
* the end, that the Miſdemeanours of 
Officers concern'd in the Collection, 
Management and Diſtribution of the 
* publick Money, - might never remain 
* unpuniſh'd. > Ah 
© The late King of glorious Memory, 
* our moſt honour'd Lord and Great- 
© Grand-Father, had Recourſe to the 
* fame Method in the beginning of his 
© Reign. By an Edict in November 
© 1661, he erected a Court of Juſtice for 
M 2 the 


84 


MEMOIRS" ef 


An. 1716. the Diſcovery and Puniſhment of ſuch 


© as had either been Principals or Ac. 
complices, in theſe Abuſes and Crimes 
- which had been practis'd in the Ma- 
nagement of the Revenue; and for the 

Reſtitution of ſuch Sums as they had 

either unlawfully receiv'd, exacted, or 
« mifapply'd. Now conſidering the ex- 
, hauſted State of our Kingdom, . occa- 
« fion'd by the Depredations that have 
© been committed upon the Publick in 


a 6G „„ „ 


A 


„the Courſe of | the two laf-Wars, we 


find our ſelves oblig'd to make uſe of 
the ſame Methods, and to grant our 
People that Juſtice they demand againſt 
© the Farmers of our Revenue, their 
Agents, Clerks and Overſeers, who 
© by their Exactions have forced our Sub- 
« jets to pay a great deal more than 
even the Neceſſity of the Times had 
* oblig'd the Government to impoſe up- 
« on them: Againſt all Receivers and 
* Commiſſioners of what Nature ſoever, 
* who by their Imbezzlements have de- 
* frauded our Treaſury of the greateſt 
part of the Money they had levied up- 
on our People, and vice verſa, have 
© diverted the Sums iſſu'd out of our 


ITreaſury from being applied to the 


* Uſes for which they were defign'd ; 
F and againſt another ſort of Men, to 
, oe 55101 n 149m 


Lag 
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ich © our Anceſtors unknown (1.), who 4. 216. 
\c- have been guilty of the moſt enormous () 1 
es © Uſury, under Colour of a certain Eu 
la- Commerce which conſiſts in a conti- all d 
the WM nual Exchange of the Aſſignments, — 
ad p *© Bills and Receipts of the Treaſurers, 
or © Receivers, and Farmers of the Reve- 
ex- WW * nue. The immenſe and precipitated 
© Fortunes of thoſe who have enricl'd 
« themſelves by theſe criminal Methods, 
© the Exceſs of their Luxury and Pride, 

* which would ſeem to inſult the Miſery 
| © of the greateſt part of our other Sub- 
jects, are ſo many glaring Proofs of 
their Miſdemeanours; nor is it ſtrange 
* to ſee. them diſſipate with Profuſion 
* what they have acquir'd by Injuſtice. 
The Riches they poſſeſs are. the Spoil 
Hof our Provinces, the Subſtance of our 
© People, and the Patrimony of the 
© State. They are fo far from being 
© lawful Proprietors of what they have 
amaſs d, that theſe Methods of grow- 
| © ing rich are ſo many Crimes againſt the 
* Publick, which the Laws and Edicts 
p- WW © of all Ages have endeavour'd to re- 
ve ſtrain and puniſh. Confiſcation both 
ur of Body and Goods, was denounced 
he Wl © againſt Uſurers, by the Edits of 1311, 
d; 1349, 1545, and 1579. In the Reigns 
to * of Phils le Bel, Lewis X. and'Charles 
ur VII. all Extortions and * 
= - 
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of the publick Money were puniſh'@ 
with Death. In 1545, by a Decree 
of Francis I. thoſe Crimes incurr'd a 
Forfeiture of Life and Goods; and by 
the Declaration of the 3d of June, 1701, 
the Treaſurers, Receivers, and other 
Overſeers of our Revenue, convicted 
of Miſdemeanours in the Execution of 
their Employments, are to be puniſh'd 
with Death without Mercy, the Law 


having even precluded. their Judges 
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from mitigating the Sentence. The 
Execution of theſe Laws and Ordinan- 
ces was never more neceſſary than at 
a Time when the Crimes they con- 
demn have been carried to the laſt Ex- 
ceſs; and have in a manner brought on 
the utter Ruin of our Subjects of eve. 

Condition, and of every Degree 
within the Kingdom. This has deter- 
min'd us to conſtitute a new Court of 
Juſtice, compos'd of the Officers of ſe- 
veral of our Courts, with Power to 
hear and examine all Crimes, Maiſde- 
meanours and Abuſes, that have been 
committed in the Management of the 
publick Revenue, hy all Perſons. of 
what Quality or Diſtinction ſoever ; to 
give Sentence againſt them, and to in- 
flict ſuch capital Puniſhment, Pains 
and Penalties, as they have lawfully 
incurr'd. The Sums which by thef 
* | © means 
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lawful Debts of our Kingdom, 
which in a ſhort time will enable us 
© to take off the new Impoſitions, and to 
© open to our People never- failing Sour- 
© ces of Plenty and Abundance, by the 
Re- eſtabliſnment of Commerce and 
Agriculture; and, in a word, to let 
them taſte all the Fruits and Bleſſings 
© of Peace. a | 
© To theſe Purpoſes, we do by this 
« preſent Edict, erect and eſtabliſh a 
Court of Juſtice, ro be compos'd of 
( © ſuch Officers as we ſhall hereafter name 
for that Purpoſe, who ſhall meet in the 
© Convent of the Auguſtins of our good 
City of Paris, and fit without any Ad- 
* journment from ſeven in the Morning 
© to eleven, and in the Afternoon from 
three to fix, for hearing and judging all 
© Cauſes, whether Civil or Criminal, 
© andall other Matters, mov'd, or to be 
{ © mov'd, by our Attorney General in the 
* faid Court, with Relation to Imbezzle- 
ments, Exactions, and Miſdemeanours 
in the Management of our Revenue, 
* and all Crimes and Abuſes relating 
* thereto, in what ſort or manner, and 
by what Perſons ſoever ated and done, 
* whether Officers of our Revenue, Re- 
* ceivers, Farmers, Sub-Farmers, their 
* Agents, 


© means will be recover'd to the Treaſu- 4. 1916. 
17 ſhall be ſolely apply'd to diſcharge WV V 
© the 
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e Agents, Clerks, Subſtitutes, Over- 


< ſeers. or others, who have been any 
« ways employ'd or concern'd in the 
© Collection, Receipt and Management 
© of any Branch-of our Revenue, or in 
© the Disburſement and Application of 
Money. iſſud from our Treaſury ; as 
« alſo againſt all thoſe who have been 
* guilty of any kind of. Uſury to the Pre- 
© judice of our Finances ; and generally 
« againſt all Perſons, without Exception 
© or Reſerve, who: have had any Share 
in the aforeſaid Miſdemeanours, to the 
© Detriment and Prejudice of us and our 
Subjects; and this at any time ſince 
the 1ſt of January, 1689. The faid 
Court of Juſtice ſhall determine all 
© Cauſes abſolutely and without Appeal, 
© provided that when the Judgment is 
peremptory, the Cauſe ſhall be hear'd 
© before ten Judges at leaſt, and before 
© ſeven when it is only interlocutory. 
All Judgments ſo given ſhall have the 
* ſame Force with Sentences pronounc'd 
© 1n our ordinary Courts, and to this 
© Purpoſe we refer to the ſaid Commiſ- 
© {ioners in this our new Court of Juſtice, 
© excluſively of all other Judges and Of- 
© ficers whatſoever, the ſole Cognizance, 
Knowledge and Judgement of the ſaid 
© Abuſes, Imbezzlements, Extortions, 


Crimes and Miſdemeanours, emmy 
DON 
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© ted by any of our Subjects, of what 4. 17:6. 
© Quality. or Condition ſoever, and in 
© whatſoever Province or part of our 
* Dominions they reſide; prohibiting 
© all our Courts of Parliament, Great 
© Council, Chambers of Accounts, Court 
* of Aids, and all other Juriſdictions 
* whatſoever, to take Cognizance of the 
* fame. In like manner we aſſume to 
our ſelf, and this our new eſtabliſh'd 
Council, the Cognizance and Deter- 
mination of all Cauſes and Controver- 
* fhes now depending in any of our 
Courts on Account of the aforeſaid 
* Miſdemeanours, whether in the firſt 
* Inſtance, or by way of Appeal : and 
together with theſe, all ſuch Cauſes as 
are at preſent depending, or may be 
* hereafter brought before our Council 
* of State, and Privy Council; as alfo 
before the Commiſſioners appointed 
for auditing the extraordinary Ac- 
counts of the Farmers of our Revenue, 
all which we refer to the ſaid Court of 
* Juſtice, where the ſaid Accounts are 
* to be reviſed, examined and decided 
peremptorily, as aforeſaid. And this 
' notwithſtanding the Edits of June 
* 1700, October 1701, and 1710, and 
* January 1711, together with all other 
* Edicts, Declarations, Orders and Let- 


ters that may have been iſſu d for the 
| N © full 


90 MEMOIRS of 
n. 116. full Diſcharge of the Officers of our 
s Revenue from any future Demands 
© orProſecutions in relation to the ſame, 
© even tho? the ſaid Edits, Declarations, 
Orders and Letters, may have been 
© regiſter'd in our Courts; as alſo not- 
* withſtanding the Ordinance for abo- 
© liſhing all Crimes committed and not 
« proſecuted within twenty Years: which 
© ſaid Edits, Declarations, Orders, Let- | 
* ters and Ordinances, with all others 
* contrary to the Meaning and Intent of 
© this Edict, we have and do by theſe 
* Preſents revoke and annul, ſaving to 
* the ſeveral Officers and others who 
© have been employ'd in our Revenue, 
* all ſuch Sums as they may have paid 
; in Conſequence of the ſaid Edicts, De. 
. 
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0 
c 
- 
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. 
c 
0 
. 


— TRAY a « ns 1 a as 


=— a—_— Oo a. M6 -—_— FI ww 


clarations and Orders, to be ſubſtracted 

from the Fines in which they may now 

be amers'd, for the Benefit of the Roy- 
al Treaſury. And foraſmuch as it wil 
be often neceſſary for more effeEtually 

proving the ſaid Crimes and Miſde- 

meanours, to have Recourſe to the 

Accounts already given in, or that 
may be brought in during the fitting 

of the ſaid Court of Juſtice, as well as 

the Acquittances and all other Papers 

relating to the Premiſes, we therefore 

charge and command all Members ard 

Perſons concern'd in our Courts of 

| Parliament, 
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the Duke of OALEANsò. 91 
© Parliament, Great Council, Chamber 4 17:6. 
of Accounts, Court of Aids, our Trea- S WV 
© ſurers of France, Bailifts, Aſſeſſors, and 
© all other Judges, Officers, their Regiſ- 
© ters, Secretaries and Agents, together 
© with all Notaries. and others, with 
© whom ſuch Papers may be depoſited, to 
* furniſh and deliver upon Demand, to 
the Officers of our ſaid Court, or to 
* thoſe who ſhall be impower'd by them, 
* or to our Attorney General, all Regif- 
* ters, Accounts, Books and Papers 
* whatſoever, relating to the Premiſes, 
* And it being our Intention to give thoſe 
who have been guilty of Miſdemea- 
* nours in the Management of our Re- 
* venue, an Opportunity in ſome Degree 
* to attone for their. Faults by their In- 
* genuity, who by an Exceſs of Severity 
* might perhaps remain Obſtinate, and 
to the end that we may be the better 
able to convict ſuch as ſhall perſevere 
* in their Crimes, we have by the fame 
* Power and Authority with which we 
* conſtitute this Edict, given and grant- 
* ed, and we do by theſe Preſents give 
* and grant, full Grace and Pardon to 
© all Perſons guilty of the aforefaid * 
* Offences, who, betore they are accuſed 
* or indicted, ſhall deliver to our Attor- 
* ney General ſpecific Declarations of 
* the Crimes and- Abuſes committed by 
Ns TR 
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An. 1716. them and their Accomplices, together 


e 


with the neceſſary Proofs for the Con- 


viction of the latter, and for ſhewing 


c 
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thoſe exceſſive Gains and vaſt Sums 
which the Court may think fit to or- 
der Reſtitution of, whether from them- 
ſelves or their Accomplices, either to 
us, or thoſe from whom the ſame have 
been unjuſtly exacted: in Conſidera- 
tion of which, the ſaid Perſons ſhall 
not be ſued, impleaded, or proſecuted, 
either directly or indirectly, now or 
hereafter, by any Perſon, or under 
any Pretext whatſoever. And to the 
end our good Subjects may be 1nduc'd 
to do their utmoſt to prove the ſeveral 
Facts and Caſes above ſtated, in the 
Puniſhment of which, both the King- 
dom in general and all particular Per- 
ſons are in ſome Degree intereſted, we 
give and accord to thoſe who ſhall 
come in, and voluntarily accuſe the 
Authors of the aforeſaid Crimes and 
Miſdemeanours, in Recompence for 
their Trouble and Attendance, one 
fifth part of all ſuch Fines and Confiſ- 
cations as ſhall be adjudged to us: and 
to thoſe who ſhall give Information, 
and bring Proof of any Effects fraudu- 
lently convey'd away and conceal'd, 
we give the tenth part of ſuch Effects, 
the faid Shares to be paid out of the 

| * Money 
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Money firſt ariſing from the ſaid Fines 4. 1716. 


© and Confiſcations, by the Receiver 
« whom we ſhall appoint for that pur- 
© poſe, reſerving to the Judges of our 
aid Court, the Power of ordering ſuch 
further Recompence as they ſhall judge 
© proper, to the ſaid Informers or other 
© Perſons, in Proportion to their Dili- 
* gence, and the Nature and Quality of 
the Service they ſhall have perform'd, 
and without obliging our Attorney 
© General to diſcover the ſaid Informers, 

in caſe any of the accuſed Perſons 
* ſhould be acquitted of the Crimes 
* aforeſaid, any thing contain'd in the 
* 72d Article of the Ordinance of Orleans 
tothe Contrary notwithſtanding, which 


W © Article, in as much as it relates to the 


© Premiſes, we have by theſe Preſents 
made void and of no Effect. | 


This might very properly be call'd the Several 


2 Edicts are 
my Inclination to ſpeak of them very fre- publiſn d. 


Seaſon of Edits, which obliges me again 


quently. The foregoing Declaration 
was follow'd by two more, for ſuppreſ- 
ling the Offices of provincial Treaſurer, 
r and Caſhier extraordinary, 
and for diſcharging Merchants from the 


Neceſſity of taking out the King's Paſ- 
ports, for Ships that went to ſuch Places 


as had a free Commerce and Navigation 
with 


o& MEMOIRS f 


an. 1716. with France. A third Edict forbid the 
& VV Importation and Sale of India Goods, 
large Quantities of which were confiſca. 
ted in the Hands of private People and 
burned by the common Hangman, the 
Proprietors being amers'd over and 

above in very conſiderable Fines. 
A fourth Edict prohibited the Frexc} 
Subjects to trade to the South-Sea, where 
the Exeliſh had begun to carry on a con- 
Different ſiderable Commerce; but nothing em- 
Opinions ploy'd the Thoughts of the People ſo 
— much as the new Court of Juſtice. Some 
concern · Were in Suſpence, and knew not what to 
ing the think; others expected no good would 
Juſtice. be deriv'd from it to the Publick ; : 
| 2 many were under dreadful Appre- 
nfions either for themſelves or 55 
Friends, and would have been well e att 
nough pleas'd, that the People ſhould out 
have conſider'd the Judges of the ner Wi 
eſftabliſh'd Court, as ſo many Perſons WW +a; 
impower'd by Authority to run away WW par 
with the Game which others had been t a p. 
the Pains to ſet. Many there were wio WW all 
on the contrary conſider'd it as a Tribu· W the 
nal deſign'd to revenge the Subjects of MW in 
the Vexations they had fo long endur'd, 
and for ſqueezing thoſe Leaches of the 
Revenue, which were filPd with the 


Blood and Subſtance of the People. 
00 
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Of this Number was the Duke Regent, 4 17:6. 
who preſs'd the Execution of his Project 


with a great deal of Warmth ; the 
Poſt-Maſters were forbid to furniſh any 
Perſon with Horſes, that could not pro- 
duce a Paſport _ by the Regent him- 
ſelf, or the Poſt-Maſter General ; and 
the 14th of March was pitch'd upon for 
opening the new Court of Juſtice, which 
was to conſiſt of the Preſidents Lamois- 
non and Partail, nine Counſellors, ſix 
Maſters of Requeſts, ſeven Members of 


the Chamber of Accompts, and three 


from the Court of-Aids. 


Their firſt Order was for arreſting Three 


Meſſieurs Bourvalais, Miot and Durand, 


who were all three conducted to the Revenue 
Baſtile. Bourvalaiss Papers were ſeiz d are taken 
at the ſame time, and the King's Signet Order of 
put upon his Houſe, from whence his the Court. 


Wife had been ſuffer'd to take no more 
than one ſmall Service of Plate, with 
part of her own Wardrobe, which with 
a Penſion of 1200 Livres per Aunum, was 
all ſhe could obtain from the Severity of 
the Government. The King's Signet was 
in the ſame manner put upon the fine 


Country-Houſe which Bourvalais had 


built within four Leagues of Paris, upon 
which depended no leſs than fourteen 
Villages, and he himſelf had the Mor- 


tification to be brought out of the n 
only 


96 "MEMOIRS of 
4 1716. only to be a Witneſs to the taking off the 
WY Signet, and carrying away the immenſe 

Riches he had amaſs'd with ſo much 
Pains, to anſwer the Judgment of the 
Court ; after which he was recommitted 
to the common Goal. Monſieur Nor- 
mand underwent much the ſame Fate 


with Bourvalais, and was ſhut up in the 


fame Priſon, where they were ſoon join'd 
by man 
_ Circumſtances. Above a hundred Per. 
ſons receiv'd Orders not to ſtir out of 
their Houſes till they had been interroga- 
ted by the Members of the Court. Mon- 
ſieur /e Blanc was twice examin'd con- 
cerning the Profit he had made by the 
Paper Securities ; and upon the whole, 
ſo many Perſons of every Condition were 
calPd in Queſtion under different Pretexts, 
that it was thought a third part of the 
Kingdom was more or leſs concern'd in 
the Enquiry ; which according to ſome 
Computations would go near to bring 
ſeveral hundred Millions of Livres into 

the King's Coffers. 
The Peo- It will be eaſily imagin'd, that fo ri- 
ple are gorous a Tribunal muſt be diſpleaſing to 
_— the Bulk of the People. The Enquiry 
che Pro- Was Ccontinu'd without any Relaxation, 
_ cecings and every Day produc'd freſh Delir- 

the 
Court. quents, and brought on new Accuſa- 
tions; inſomuch that even thoſe wh 
| a 


others in the like unhappy | 


the Duke of ' OxLeans. 


had been warmeſt for the Erection of 4. 1736. 
SN NS 


a Court of Juſtice, now began to be in 
Pain for themſelves; and to apprehend 
the Purſuits of a Tribunal againſt which 
even Innocence it ſelf was not always a 
certain Defence. It was no longer re- 
member d, that the greateſt part of the 
Delinquents now call'd in Queſtion were 
Extortioners who had fatted themſelves 
upon the Misfortunes of France, and un- 
der Pretence of enriching the King had 
impoveriſh'd the Kingdom to aggrandize 
their particular Families. Theſe Reflec- 
tions, for being more remote were leſs 
obvious. It was now' only ſaid that 
they were unfortunate ; and every Man 
began to pity them in Proportion as he 
imagin'd himſelf within the Poſſibility 
of falling into the ſame Danger. 

This would not have heen the Caſe 
however, if by the Puniſhment of the 
guilty the Publick had reaped an Ad- 
vantage in any Degree equal to the Com- 
motions that were occaſionꝰd by it, and 
the Apprehenſions it created in the Minds 
of ſo great a Number of Perſons. The 


People, always Enemies to Tax-Gather- 


ers and Exciſe-Men, are paſſionately fond 
of their Ruin, and are never better plea- 
ſed than when they ſee ſuch fort of Per- 
ſons ſacrificed to their Hatred, whom 
they fooliſhly conſider as the ſole aue 
O 0 
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27 1716. of their Miſery. They would have bleſ. 


ReduQi- 


on of the 


fed the Regent for puniſhing thoſe who 
had facrific'd their Conſciences to Luxu- 
ry and Avarice, had they themſelves 
drawn any Advan from it; but 
when they ſaw the Enquiry was not un- 
dertaken for their ſakes, they grew loud 
in their Complaints : To what 
faid they, are theſe unfortunate Men 
uniſh'd! They are grown rich, and | 
re content; we muſt now in the fame 
manner enrich their hutipry Succeſfors 
with the Bread of our Families, and 
when that is done, tis poſſible we may 
have the Conſolation of living to fee 
them become the Objects of ſome future 
Court of Juſtice e 
When all was over, one manifeſt 
Proof that the Meaſures taken by the 


— Court of Juſtice had not anſwer'd the 


Exigencies of theAdminiſtration, was, his 
Royal Highneſs's being forc'd to another 
Reduction of the Government Securities, 
which had been ſettled at 250 millions, 
To this purpoſe a Declaration was pub- 
liſh'd, conſiſting of chirty-four Articles, 
by which the Bills were divided into di- 
ferent Claſſes. The former Reduction 


nad been govern'd by the Confideration 


of the Motives which had given Birth 
tothe ſaid Securities, the manner of 'ac- 
quiring them, the Funds upon * 

| they 
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they were afſign'd, and the Number of 4. 1916. 
Hands through which they had paſſed ; "2 
which being duely weigh, ſome under- 
went a Reduction of one fifth, others of 
one third, ſome loſt a fourth, and the 
reſt were eut off to onefifth of their Ori- 
ginal Value. But 'in the Reviſion that 
was now to be made, there appears to 
have been no Rule to govern them A 
their Method of reſeinding, except the 
2 of the Government to which 

thing muſt give place. About 

this time there fel} out à Buſineſs which 
2 little diverted the Attention of the 

People to 3 Aſſairs. The Dukes Com- 
11 Peers had complain'd to the Regent, = 


| that on the Morrow after the late King": S and Peers 


Death, the Parliament, without ſending 2 
them any Citation, had reſoly'd, That — 
if any Duke or Peer of France ſhould re- 

fuſe to be uncover'd at the time of gi- 

ving his Vote, it ſhould not he reckon 

The Regent had commanded the f 


| Preſident to lay this Complaint before 


the Parliament, who on their part com- 
miſſion*d him to anſwer, that the Houſe 
had been oblig d to make the Order i in 
Queſtion, ' wo, event the Beginning of 
the Seſſion (w hich was larly de- 
voted to 55 Service of the State and his 
Royal Highneſs) from being taken up 
and confum'd in * Diſputes A 

2 ut 
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As. 1116. But this Anſwer was far from ſatisfy. 
ing the Dukes and Peers, accuſtom'd to 
look with unjuſt Contempt upon a Body 
of Men, excluded from the Dignities 
and Honours of the Court and the Army, 
Agreeable to this, as the Regent was 
one Day going to wait upon the King, 
he was met by eleven Dukes and Peers, 
with the Arch-Biſhop of Rheims at their 
Head, who, as firſt Peer of Frazce, ad- 
dreſsd his Royal Highneſs in the Name 
of the reſt, and concluded with begging 
him to decide the Jy — The Duke 
would very willingly have been excus'd, 
but they preſs'd him ſo cloſe, that his 
Royal Highneſs was in a manner forc'd 
to aſſemble the Council of Regency, in 
which thoſe Lords obtain'd à Decree, 
providing in the firſt place, ;that when 
any Matters of Law or Equity were to 
be debated, the Parliament ſhould: be 
oblig'd to ſummon the Peers, and to in- 
ſert this Clauſe in all their Decrees, 4 
ſufficient Number of Peers being preſen. 
Secondly, That when any Duke or Peer 
was perſonally intereſted in the Debate, 
the Parliament ſhould not proceed to 
Judgment without citing them to be pre- 
ſent. Thirdly, It repealed the Order of 
Parliament paſſed on the 27th of Septen. 
be; before the Duke of Orleans was de- 
clar'd Regent, providing, that if the 

Peers 
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Peers did not take off their Hats when An. 1716. 
their Opinions were demanded, the firſt 
preſident ſhould not reckon their Votes. 

This was matter of great Triumph to 
the Dukes and Peers; but their Satisfac- 
tion was as ſhort liv'd as violent. Their 
Lordſhips had no ſooner ſignify'd the 
Order of the Council of Regency to the 
Attorney General, and the chief Regiſter 
of the Parliament, than the firſt of theſe 
having firſt conferr d with the King's 
Council, went immediately to attend | 
the Regent, and repreſent to his Royal 
Highneſs the ill Conſequence of the fore- 
oing Order. Several Meſſages paſs d 
——— the contending Parties, and 
the Buſineſs was preſs d with ſo much 
warmth, that the Committee of Parlia- 
ment fat upon it till two in the Morning. 
The Houſe met very early the ſame Day, 
and reſolv'd to begin with demanding 
Juſtice from the Regent; agreeable to 
which, the King's Council were order'd 
to. acquaint his Royal Highneſs with 
their Complaints of this unheard. of At- 
tempt againſt the Honour and Dignity 
of the Parliament, and to tell him, that 
r Adjournment for two Hours, 
they hop'd to receive Aſſurances of a 


Reparation equal to the Injury that had 
been done them. 3 55 


The 
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The Warmth of their Remonſtrances, 
and the Weight of thoſe Reaſang that 
had been offer'd to the 1 the Night 
before, had ſo great an Effect, chat fi 
Royal Highneſs tore the Order of Regen. 
cy in Preſence of the King's Council, 
who having made their Report, the Par- 
liament was fatisfy'd with this Repara- 
tion, and immediately voted a Meſſ 
of Thanks to his Royal Highneſs for the 
ready Juſtice he had done them: to 


which the Duke reply'd, that he knew 


how well he was belov'd by the Parlia- 
ment; that he had receiv'd very ſingu- 
Jar Proofs of their Affection, and that 
nothing ſhould ever break the Union 
which had. hitherto ſubſiſted between 
him and that N. with whom he 

would always act in Concert. 
To this Diſpute between the Peers and 
the Parliament ſucceeded other Uneaſi- 
neſſes, ariſing from the Want of Gold 
and Silver in Paris, which now to 
grow very ſcarce notwithſtanding there 
ad been a great deal coined and diftri- 
buted within a very little time. This 
Defect was occaſionꝰ d by the Exportation 
of a great Quantity of Gold and Silver 
into other Countries bordering upon 
France, which the Regent was no ſooner 
appriz'd of, than he immediately diſpat- 
ched a Number of Meſſengers into the 
Country, 


/ 
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Country, who ſeiz d ſeveral W An. 1716. 
loaden with Gold and Silver, which be-. 


ing found to belong to certain Perſons 
tho made a Trade of melting down the 


heavy Money, was immediately confiſ- 


cated. 
The publick Securities were now fully 

audited, and amounted in the whole to 

two hundred and ſeventy millions, which 

there was no Probability of diſcharging 

in a long time, but in the Interim it 

was determan'd to pay the Intereſt very 

regularly. This Buſineſs being ſettied, Military 

his Royal — — gave Orders for com- — 

pleating all the Regiments both of Horſe 

and Foot, and iffu'd Commiſſions for 

raiſing ſome new Regiments of Dragoons. 

The 2oth'of March was fix d for review- 

ing that part of the Army which was 

quarter'd in the Province of Strasboxrgh, 

and ſeveral Officers who were upon the 

point of entring into foreign Services, 

were recall'd, and plac'dupon the whale 

Eſtabliſhment. The King's Guards were 

clothed and remounted'; the Levies were 

continu'd in Aʒqatia; frequent Councils 

were held upon the Subject of Naval 

Affairs; Monſieur de Mamigni was ap- 

pointed to command a Squadron fitted 

out at Toulon to cruiſe againit the Sally 

Men; other Veſſels were equipp d at 

Bref?, for tranſporting and comvoying 


Workmen 


n word, the Mili 
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| 7 ' Preparations of 
every kind went forward with a great 
deal of Vigour, tho' no Enemy appear d, 
and this was the more furprizing, as hi 
Royal Highneſs had fo very lately made 
that Reduction in the Army, which we 
have before taken notice of, to the Num. 
ber of twenty thouſand Men. th 
It is faid, the Hearts of Princes are 

irchable; but if we may be allow d 
a Conſecture upon this Occaſion, I ſhould 


n dt think it improbable, that the Regent 
iin all this 


; ration, had an Eye to 
the Motions vf the Pretender in Scotland 
His Royal Highneſs had a mind to car. 
ry his Knife between the Paring and the 
Apple: and tho' he would not diſguſ 
England by giving the Pretender opel 
Aſſiſtance whilſt the Event of His Enter. 
prize was uncertain, yet had Fortune 
declar'd herſelf in his Favour, it is to be 
imagin'd the Regent would have done ſo 
too, and not have loſt the Merit of the 
vaſt Sums expended by Lewis XIV. in 
Support of the ſame Cauſm. 
There have been Times when this 
would have paſſed for an ill Compliment 
to the Regent, and a Sarcaſm upon the 
Gallic Faith; but in the Age we live, 
Publick Faith is, I think, pretty gene- 
rally underſtood to mean no . _ 
omni : tere 


E FAS AS. SNA F 


what we have ſaid may be defended. Be 


it as it may, his Royal Highneß ſaved 
Appearances; the Pretender baffled and 


unfortunate, return'd into France, and 
ſon after his Arrival there, my Lord 
Stair preſented the following Memorial 
0 m 3 ? 
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lntereſt of State; and upon this Baſis, Au. 17:6, 


© The Earl of Stair, Miniſter of the Lord 


King of Great Britain to his moſt S7 e: 


Cbriſtian Majeſty, has receiv 


© acquaint his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
© of Orleans, Regent of France, with the 


Flight of the Pretender, and the Diſ- 


Foe of the Rebels in Scotland,” His 
' Majeſty is perſuaded this News will be 


very acceptable to the Duke Regent, 


as well on account of the Proximity of 
their Blood, as in regard to the ſtrict 
* Friendſhip which his Majeſty has ſo 
carefully - cultivated with his Royal 
H ²ůͥnu»mũu»' n 
The Treaty of Utrecht is ſo recent, 
* that the King was perſuaded his Roya 

Highneſs would have taken the neceſ- 
ſary Meaſures to have prevented the 
© Pretender's { etting his Foot in Fance; 
but ſince the ſaid Pretender has found 
means to return thither, his Majeſty 
* aſſures himſelf, that ſo ſoon as . 


= 
'W 


by © 


22 
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An. 1216. 4 hneſs ſhall be made acquainted 
A vile, he will take the neceſſary Mea. 


0 _ to een eee the King: 
c m. 
The king of Great Britain com- 
© mands the Earl of Starr to inſiſt in the 
« ſtrongeſt manner with his Royal High- 
* neſs, that thoſe Perſons who ſtand con. 
6 demned by the Laws of England, and 
© are declar d Rebels and Talters to 
* their King and Country, may not be 
permitted to remain in Fraxce ; and 
© that the chief Authors and Abettors of 
the late Rebellion may be immediately 
* oblig'd to leave the Kingdom; and 
© that his Royal Highneſs Wil declar 
his Reſolution, not to permit the faid 
© Rebels ever to return into-Fraxce, or 
© that other Perſons who may hereafter 
be condemnd and declar'd Rebel, 
* ſhalbat any time be receiv'd, or find 
Protection in that kingdom. LDH? 
His Royal Highneſs is too reaſonable 
and * to ſee the Juſtice and 
PFropriety of this Demand. Great Bri 
ais can never repoſe herſelf in Safer] 
0 hos? receiv 2 and entertain'd in- her 
© Neighbourhood, - who have endes - 
© re with open Force, to bring on 
the Ruin and total Subverſion of their 
- * Country. Nor can 1 THe be Ta 
aſſur d J 


1 
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« affur'd, that ſhe ſhall not once again 4. 7116. 
= dere expos'd to bear all the Blame 


the WF in think themſelves ſecure on the ſide 

Sb. of France, by Virtue of the ſolemn 

0" Treaty of Utrecht, by which the Pre- 

and tender is excluded from the Domini- 

ons of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and 

be by which France. ſtands oblig'd to give 

oy him no Aſſiſtance, either in Ships, 

SO! Arms or Ammunition; in Money, 

teh Soldiers or Officers no, nor even in 

and Council or Advice, either directly or 

are f indirectiy. Let the above - mention 'd 

fall BY « Rebels arrive; they of ee e ary 

ol protection in Fance; an are no ſoon- 

iter BY « er there, than by the Commodiouſmefs 

x); of their Situation, and Conveniency of 

find © the Poſt, they plot and contrive the 

| blackeſt and moſt deteſtable Treaſon 

bc WI * againſt their Coutitry;! which depend- 

and WF ing on the Faich ef the Treaty of 

a Utreeht, was unarm'd and defenceleſs. 

e In defiance of this Treaty, they find | 
r. means to bring the Pretender into | 
ner WY © France, and by: their Intrigues-they 1 
den * furniſh hirn with, Ships, Arms and | 
„ © Animunition, "Officers, Soldiers an | 
er Money, wich which Aſfiſtance the Pre- | 
al tender has actually invaded Great Bri- |} 
I dq | 


© and Reſentment due to Undertaki 
© of ſo miſchievous a Nature. en 
The King and People of Great Bri- 


P 2 Stain, 


K» 


{ 
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47. 1715.* tain, and brought infinite Damages to 
// 20 0575 


His Royal Highneſs may imagine, 
© that Great Britain could not long en- 
dure the Uneaſineſs that mult be deri. 
ved from the Neighbourhood of thoſe 
© Rebels, ready to bring Fire and Sword 
into the Heart of the Kingdom, and to 
renew all the Horrors that accompany 
© Rebellion. In this Situation Great 
; goes 3 find - ſelf og to 
; rpetual er Guard, and 
5 would be fabefted to continual” Dif: 
* turbances and Apprehenſions: a Con. 
dition more vexatious than even open 
* War, to a Nation equally anxious for 
© the Preſervation of its Laws and Liber- 
© ties, as deſirous to live in Peace with 


= 


its Neighbours. | 


His Royal Highneſs may learn, from 
the unanimous Addrefs of both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament to the King, what 
© Senſe the Nation entertains of this 
© certain and violent Situation. The 
© King has the Happineſs of his Subjects 
© too much at Heart, not to enter warm- 
© ly both into their Opinions and Intereſt; 
« and he flatters himfelf, that upon this 
* Occaſion his Royal Highneſs will not 
* refuſe him the juſt Proof he has deſir d 


. 


© of his Friendſhip, and of his Diſpoſiti- 


1 2 
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on to entertain a good Underſtanding 4s. 1716. 


between the two Nations. 
For the ſame Reaſons, the King of 
© Great Britain hopes his Royal High- 
«neſs the Regent, will concur with his 
« Majeſty to ſollicit the Duke of Laraine 
jn the moſt effeQual manner, that the 
© Pretender may not be permitted to re- 
turn into his Dominions. | 
The Earl of Starr has alſo receiv'd 
Orders to remind his ay Highneſs 
© of the Declaration he has already 


made, that ſuch Officers in the Service 


© of France as follow'd the Pretender in- 
© to Scotland, ſhall be caſhier d. And 
the King is perſuaded, that his Royal 
Highneſs will not permit ſuch General 
Officers, Colonels, and others, who 
may have follow d and aſſiſted the Pre- 
© tender in the late Rebellion, ever to 
be employ'd afreſh in the Service of 
his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty: and if any 
© of the ſaid Officers ſhould hereafter 
return, or be already return d into 
France, that his Royal Highneſs will 
© cauſe them to be puniſhd, ſo that 
their Conduct may appear to have been 
© as highly diſpleaſing to his Royal High- 
« neſs and the Government, as it is con- 

« trary to the Treaty of Utrecht. 


To 
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To prevent all Miſtakes in a Buſi 
* neſs of ſo important and delicate a Na. 
ture, the Earl of Stair has Orders to 
0 demand an Anſwer in Writing to thi; 
Memorial, which he — wiſh: 


es to be ſuch as may contribute to re. 


8 eſtabliſh a — 82 berweet 


So reſolute a Daaden reduced " 
Royal Highneſs to a Neceſlity of decla. 
ring himſelf. There was no Medium 


He muſt either ſatisfy Great Britain by 


refuſing the Pretender a Retreat in 
France, or abſolutely break with a Prince 
whoſe Friendſhip might be of Service to 


him, for the fake of a Gueſt who wa 


both umuſeful to him and his Friends, a; 
well as troubleſome to thoſe that protec 


7 him. In a word, Fortune having i 


dy abjur'd the Pretender, it Was no 
fad matter for the Regent to do ſo too: 


and agreeable to this, by the Advice of 


the Abbot dr Bois, he made the Earl of 
Stair the following Anſwer, after ha. 
— — acquainted the Pretender with his 

lution, ho ee took the 


ee 


9 
- 9 
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4 His Royal Highneſs taking Part in . 1716. 
the Glory and Victories of the King of —VWV 


© Great Britain, receivd the News of — 
c _ > acer his- e Anſwer 
with ſo much the greater Fleaſure, as". 5; 
© it is an Event very". ao the ſame time — 
that it ſecures the Tranquillity of his 
gritannick Majeſty's * — will 
© alſo put an end to thoſe falſe: Reports 
© which have been artfully propagated 
by ſuch as are Enemies to the publick 


© Peace, in order to impair that Friend- 


* ſhip and Confidence which the King is 
refdly/d to entertain with re Ti 
d of Great Britain; a point that has al- 
* ways engag d the utmoſt Attention of 


© his Royal Highneſs; who being deſi- 
© rous to comply exactly with the Treaty 


' of Utrecht, has already made uſe of the 


Authority with which he is entruſted, 


to oblige the Chevalter de St. George to 
leave the Kingdom, and his Royal 

* Highneſs will continue to employ the 
fame Authority to prevent his Return 
© at any time hereafter, or under any | 


© Pretext whatſoever. — 


With Reſpect to fuch Fugitives as 
* may have fled from England into his 
* Majeſty's Dominions, or that may fly 
* thither hereafter, tho nothing be bet- 
ter underſtood than the Laws of Sanc- 
mae © tuary 


| 

. = 
* 
i 

| 

| 

| 
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tuary and Protection in all Sovereign 


States, hi Royal Highneſs being del. 


* rous to ſhew his Majeſt: 


of Great Br. 


tai, how very inconſiſtent it is with 


58 d the King's Intentions, to ſuffer an Abuſe 


© of that Protection, by permitting Per. 
ſons to enjoy it who ſhould entertain 
any Correſpondence capable of diſturb- 
< ing the Tranquillity of Great Britaix, 
© is willing to agree in Concert with his 
© Britannick Majeſty, upon all proper 
Methods for e e Es,and 
removing every Subject of Diſcontent 
© and Jealouſy. It is with the ſame De- 
© fignof ſhewing how far his Majeſty is 
* indiſpos'd to tolerate fo great a Raſh- 
_ © nefs, that an Edict is iſſu d againſt 
* ſuch Officers as preſum'd to go qut of 
© the Kingdom without Permiſſion. 
If it be true, agreeable to what i- 
© advanc'd by the Earl of Starr, that 
England repoſing it ſelf upon the Faith 
© of Treaties, was diſarm'd and defence- 
* leſs; it is not leſs ſo, that no Perſon 
* whatſoever can ſay; with Truth, that 
© his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has in any 
© Degree ſerv'd himſelf of that Conjunc- 
© ture to the Prejudice of Great Britain, 
© or. that he has given any Succour to 
© the Chevalier de St. George. It is known 
on the contrary, that his Royal High- 
© neſs prevented and ſuppreſſed ſeveral 
47 1 « Military 


"6 > Bae erden. N 


Undertakin 
4 0 Wiley Chevalier, , 
« made,acquainted With them; and ho- 
« thing can better demonſtrate that the 
0 Phone he St. George was, nat affiſted 
© by Frame, than His wretched Condi- 
11 when in Scotland, entirely deſtitute 
every 
7 10 W en? 
Majeſty ſees with Pleaſure, the 
Mir 


8 15 2 perfect Harmon 
f LACK Britain and 75 2 


2s the moſt certain Foppe. 


1 N 
* rion bot h of that Prince's Glory and the 


tf of his SubjeQs. His 
rights feels. the Ame e 
truly to preſerve 
c ne 1512 n rien 1 


ajeſty's Friendſhip, will 
* omit nothing that ma end Mare 


© how ſenſible he is of thoſe Proofs he 


* has recery'd of it. His Royal h- 
© nes Will; do nothing, either 9 or 


; 8 ly, that m may 9 the Duke 


— 5 tor 
. oeh the King of Great Britain may 


© make; with Relation to the Chevalier | 


4 $t. George” s reſiding in his Domini- 
* ons, but Will be ſi ncerely glad t Te 
© his Majeſty ſatisfied in this particular : 
* perſuading himſelf. on the 99 55 Hand, 
. that the King of Enzla 1d will pot defire 


him to eee ſuch e to a ee 


ſe any Demands 


113 
in Favour af . 1716. 
1 ſoon as he Was 


thing that Was neceſſary for 


* * ” 
6 


2 1776.“ over whom his Mot Chriſtian Majeſty 
© has no Authority, as the Regent pu 
be at a Lofs to alledge proper Ground; 

© would add no Weight to the powerful 
© Inſtances of his ec ON % 

_ ,© Theſe Anſwers, are too exatt. and 
© clear not to ſhew. the King's real Dit T 
„ poſitions z and it is to be hop'd they | 


« will alſo diſplay the Deſire his Royal 1 
© Highneſs has ever entertain d to pre- 7 
© frye his Britannick Majeſty's Friend fi 2 
* ſhip, and to contribute all that can de. c 
© pendupon his particular Care, andthe 
Author ity he Exer ciſes, to eſtabliſh 
© and 158 a ſtrict Union and perfect 
Intelligence between his Moſt Chriſi:- 
an Majeſty and the King of Great 


This Language was very agreeab 

the Court of Exgland, and to ſpeał 
Truth, the Expulſion of the Pretender 
out of the Dominions of France, as wel 

as an Edict publiſh'd about the fame 
time, prohibiting the French Subjects to 
trade in the Sauth-Sea, were two Points 

of ſuch Importance to Great Britain, that 

they 9 4 juſtly ſerve for a Foundation 
to all that Friendſhip and Confidence 
Which has ſince ſprung up between the 
two Nations. To ballance the Excluſion 
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of, the French from the South-Sea, 4 the 41. 171 
Regent.publiſh'd a Declaration permit- GS _ 
ing them to trade to Africa under the 
following Conditions. + 

Imtrimu, That ſuch Merchants of 

the Kingdom as were not comprized in 

the Charter of 1685, granted by tage 


late King for Ne a Body of 
Traders under the Title of The Guinea 


Company; might for the future carry on 
the Gold-Duſt-Trade,. as well as that 
of Slaves, and all other forts of Traf- 
fick practis d upon the Coaſt of Africa, 
from the River Serra Liona incluſively 
to the Cape of Good Hope ; upon Condi- 
tion that their Ships ſhould only be fit- 
ted out at Rouen, Rochelle, Bourdeaux 
and Nantes, and that Security ſhould 
be given to the Admiralties of thoſe 
Towns upon the Departure of ever 
Ship, that no part of her Cargo ſhould 
be unloaded in any other Port. It was 
ſtipulated in the ſecond place, that the 
Merchants ſhould pay the Treaſurer of 
the Navy twenty Livres for each Ne- 

oe they ſhould embark in Africa, and 

ee Livres for each Tun of Merchan- 
dize brought back from thence, in Con- 
ſideration of which, all their Merchan- 
ne dizes were diſcharged from one half of | 3 
the the Duties of Entry, whether alxead 1 
of Q 2 | | ly 3 
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4n.1716.1y, If the Commodities exported to 
WYV Hfica were of the Growth or Manufac- 


ture of France, they were exempted 
from all Duties of Exportation. And 
laſtly, It was permitted that ſuch Goods 
as ſhould be brought from Holland or 
other Countries for the Trade of Africa, 
might be landed at the above-mention' 
Ports without paying Duty, and there 
be ſafely kept by Officers appointed for 
that Purpoſe, till the Proprietors ſhould 
think fit to take them on board. 

But the Pleaſure which this Declara- 
tion gave the People of France, was ve- 
ry much diminiſh'd on Account of ſeve- 
ral Edits publiſh'd in the Beginning of 
April. By the firſt of theſe a Diminution 
of the Coin was to take place on the 
thirteenth of the following Month. The 
ſecond prohibited all Goldſmiths, Jewel- 
lers and others, to buy any Plate of the 


Farmers and Perſons employ'd 1n the 


Revenue ; and the Engravers were for- 
bid to eraze the Arms, Cyphers, or 
other Marks uſually put upon wrought 
Plate. By a third Edict, all old Gold 
and Silver Species depoſited at the Bank- 
ers or elſewhere, was order'd to be 
brought into the Mint and exchanged 
for new Money, upon Default of which 
the Proprietors were to ſuſtain the Lok 


ariſing from the Diminution. By 2 
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her Declaration, a twentieth Part of 4 1746, 
the Annuities eſtabliſh'd by the Edits WV 
of Auguſt and December laſt was reſcin- 
ded; and the forty Comptrollers, with 
the like Number of Pay-maſters created 
by the ſame Edicts, was alſo ſuppreſ- 
ſed. | 

It would tire the Reader to take No- 
tice of all the Declarations that came out 
concerning Matters of this kind. IT omit 
the Detail of Affairs relating to the Con- 
litution uigenitus for the ſame Reaſon. 
Vaſt Numbers of Letters and Mandates 
fed about as uſual, in which with a great 
deal of Paſſion and little Variety of Ar- 
gument both Sides laid Claim to Ortho- 
doxy, whilſt it may be both were in the 
Wrong. However, the Duke Regent, 
to do the beſt he could with a Buſineſs 
that gave him a great deal of Trouble, 
ſent the Abbot Chevalier to Rome, with Tue Ab. 
Orders to leave nothing unattempted borcheus- 
that might conduce to the well ending , ee 


Rome 


of that Affair. The Abbot went provi- upon Af. 


ded with one Memorial amongſt others foirs rela- 
ſubſcribed by fifteen Biſhops, and a Let- (fc... 
ter to his Royal Highneſs the Regent firxcion 
ſign'd by twenty-five, not to mention a e. 
Body of Divinity relating to thoſe Points 
which were the Subject of the Conſtitu- 
2. But notwithſtanding the Abbot's 
Talent, and all the Care that had _ 

taken 
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An. 1716. taken to inſtruct him, his Negociations 
proved entirely fruitleſs. 

During theſe Tranſactions, ſever; 
Proteſtants had been taken up and im. 
impriſon'd at Paris for attending the 

Earl of Stair's Chapel, whom the Re. 

gent had order d to be releas'd at the 
Inſtances of that Lord. But as this wa 
the Work of the Council of Conſcience, 
the Proteſtants began to ſuſpect the Bj. 

ſhops of an Intention to revive the ol 

Perſecution, which they had felt ſo & 

verely in the Reign of Levis XIV, 
Their greateſt Conſolation in the mid} 

of ſuch Apprehenſions aroſe from thei 

Opinion of the Duke Regent, whom 

they believ'd fo very prudent and ſo per 

fectly diveſted of Superſtition, that he 
would upon no Terms be brought to 
undertake ſuch an Enterprize. But on 
the other Hand, News came to Pan 
that the Proteſtants had been diſquietel 
in ſeveral remote Parts of the Kingdom, 
where the Authority of the Prieſt riſing 
in Proportion to the Ignorance of tht 
People, Superſtition is always more ge 
neral, and Perſecution urg'd with great 
er Cruelty, than in Cities where the 

Manners and Underſtanding of the Po- 

pulace are more poliſh'd and better cul 

tivated. The People of Cevennes wrote 

a very humble and ſubmiſſive Letter 4 
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the Duke Regent, in which they be- 4. 17:6. 
fought him to name ſome Place where 


ven they might be permitted to aſſemble and 
im. exerciſe their Religion. But though his 


; the Royal H 


1 


hneſs was in himſelf well 


e Re. enough dur pos'd to grant their Requeſt, 
it the yet ſuch is the Power of the Clergy. in 
* WS France, that he durſt not do the moſt 
ence, iy reaſonable thing in the World, for fear 
© B-WF fits being imputed to a Luke-warmneſs 
ce ol: an Indifference for Religious Con- 


ſo fe cerns, which he knew the Prieſts would 


ny fon: and this determin'd his Royal 
ur Highneſs, even againſt his Will, to re- 
= hi the Cevenzors the Tolleration they 
Bo deſir d. 


Whilſt theſe Things were depending, 


the People of Guienne and Languedoc re- 
sd to pay the Poll-Tax of the tenth 
al benny, alledging in Support of their Re- 
. fuſal, that the Court had promis'd to 


aboliſh that Tax ſo ſoon as the War 
ſhould be ended. But the Duke of 0. 
kans was not of a Temper to be forc'd 
© Minto any Conceſſion, and therefore as 
Y ſoon as he was inform'd of the mutinous 
Po Diſpoſition of the Gzzexno:r, he imme- 

diazely order'd a Body of Troops to 
march into their Province under the 
oe Command of the Mareſchal Duke of 


5 Berwick, aſſiſted by the Lieutenant Ge- 
nerals 


not fail to urge againſt him upon Occa- 


Troubles 

in Gutenne, 
and 

March 

of che 

Troops. 


4n- 1716. nerals Surville and Silly ;, and the Mater 
chal de Montrevel, who had hitherty 
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commanded in Guienne, Was now order. 
ed with fix old Regiments of Bayonne in, 
to Alſace, from whence thirty Battalion 
were commanded to the Frontiers of 
Spain. 

It was very natural for the Regent t 
march a Body of Troops for keeping the 
Guiennois within their Duty, but the ft. 
veral Motions of the Army which fuc- 
ceeded this, and the Orders that came 
from Court, in Appearance very con. 
trary to each other, were enough to pu 
zle ſuch as were not in the Secret. | 
ſome Provinces large Bodies of Troop 
were in Motion, whilſt in others ther 
was not a Word ſpoke about War. l 
one part of the Kingdom twenty-fie 
thouſand Men were disbanded, whill 
at Arras Magazines of Ammunition and 
Proviſions were laid up, as if a Ruptur 
would break out the next Day. The 
Officers were threaten'd with being 
broke if their Companies were not com. 
pleat for the Review which was to be 
made in May. Ground was even mark 
out for encamping the Cavalry between 
Cambray and Valenciennes, and for tit 
Foot in the Plain of Leut, whilſt there 
was in Reality no Military Enterpriz 
in View, the whole only ſerving to they 

that 
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Events, and knew how to amuſe the 
Speculative, whether Friends or Ene- 
mies. . 

Appearances of War thus blown over, 
the Attention of the Publick was turn'd 
to Domeſtick Affairs. A Report was 
ſpread that a Court of Juſtice, parallel 
to that we have already ſpoken of, would 
he erected in every great City; and in 
Fat, they had already ſet up one at 
Nauen, where a certain Collector named 
Lutre, had expir'd for very Fear of the 
Treatment he might expect from the 


gie, and had been Farmer General of the 
Finances; but without ſtaying to be 
ſummon'd, he run and acquainted the 
Court of Juſtice, that he had made four 
millions during the Time he had been 
concern'd in his Majeſty's Revenue, 
which he was ready to give up, upon 
Condition they would leave him the 
fifth Part. His Propoſition was accepted 
without Difficulty, and he reſted in the 
ne Poſſeſſion of eight hundred thou- 
and Livres, which though a Trifle to 
waat he relinquiſh'd, yet conſidering he 
had purchas'd Tranquility, and an Ex- 
emption from future Inquiſitions, he 

R may 


that the Duke Regent was ready for all 4 1116 


new erected Tribunal. Monſieur Hats rr. 

; Hiſtoryof 
zaut acted a better Part at Paris; he Monſieur 
was Son-in-Law to Monfieur Maontar- Hainart. 
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4. 1716. may be faid to have made a good Ex. 
change. 

The unfortunate Bourvalais, whom 
we have already mentian'd, received 
about this time a very conſiderable Ad. 
dition to his Miſery, trom the Infidelity 

of an Eccleſiaſtick of the Pariſh of &. 
Sulpice, whoſe Name he had made Uf 
of to cover a Sum of five hundred thoy. 
fand Livres upon the Fund of the Town. 
Houſe at Paris. The good Prieſt for. 
getting paſt Favours, diſcover'd the 
Truſt to the Court of Juſtice, and re- 
ceiv'd a fifth Part of the Money for his 
Information, whilſt poor Bourvalais was 
ſent to the Tower of Montgomery, and 
charg'd with freſh Accuſations, on Ac- 
count of this and other Imbezzlementz 
which were ſaid to amount to very ex 
traordinary Sums. | 

In the mean time the Severity of the 
Government towards Baurvalais had al 
the Effect that could be expected from 
it. Thoſe who were confin'd to their 
own Houſes, now entreated with Ear- 
neſtneſs that they might be permitted to 
come and make a Diſcovery of their Ef. 
fects. But all was too little to fatisfy 

the Expectations of the Court and the 
Chamber of Juſtice. It was thought 
impoſſible ever ſufficiently to drain the 
Delinquents of the Revenue, it "oy 

taken 
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them, had made great Concealments ; 
and upon this Belief the Court was in- 
duſtrious to propagate a Report, that 
the King intended to iſſue another Edict, 
by Virtue of which they would be ena- 
bled to extort more ingenuous Confeſſi- 
ons and Diſcoveries than had been hither- 


taken for granted that moſt, if not all of 4. 1716. 


WW Ng 


to exhibited. At the fame time the 


Publick Notaries of Paris were amers'd 


in twelve millions of Livres, and unleſs. 


they advanc'd this immenſe Sum, the 
were threaten'd to be proſecuted for all 


the fraudulent and uſurious Contracts, 


which they might at any time have paſ- 
ſed between particular Perſons in the Ex- 
erciſe of their Function. 

It will eafily be imagin'd, that fo ſe- 
rere a Conduct underwent the Curſes 
of a Multitude of Perſons, yet there 
wanted not thoſe who juſtified the Prac- 
tice as well as the Inſtitution of the 
Court, becauſe if the Guilty were rigo- 
rouſly treated, the Innocent on the other 
Hand were acquitted with Honour, and 
kcured from all future Inquiſitions. 

In the mean while Trade and Com- 
merce grew every Day leſs and leſs, 
which was univerſally attributed to the 
Proceedings of the Court of Juſtice; and 


Com- 


plaints 


this drew Complaints from the Mer- againſt 


chants of Paris, who intreated the Duke 


R 2 Regent Juſtice 


the new 


rt of 


4s. 1716. Regent to put a Stop to thoſe Enquiries 
as the only means to revive publick Cre. 
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dit, which was now entirely ſunk on 
Account of the Suſpence that all Men 
were in about the real Circumitances of 
thoſe they had to deal with. This waz 
known to be a true State of the Cafe 
and the Merchants were a People whom 
the Regent would willingly have fatish- 
ed; but the Money brought in by the 
Proceedings they complain'd of, over- 
balanc'd all other Conſiderations : So the 
Traders receiv'd good Words, but the 
Buſineſs of the Court went on 2 
uſual. 

Yet the Revival of Publick Credit, 
and thro? that the Re-eſtabliſhment of 
the Finances, were Points that took yp 
all the Thoughts of the Duke Regent, 
and gave Riſe at this time to that ever 
memorable Bank invented by the tz 
mous Mr. Jahn Law, whom his Roy. 
al Highneſs conſtituted principal Di. 
rector of his own Scheme, by Virtue 
the following Edict publiſh'd on the 20 
of May, in Conſequence of which there 
was in a very little time a Circulation 
made of Bank Notes thro? the Kingdom, 
to the Amount of two hundred and fifty 
millions of Livres. 
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© Lewis, gc. To all to whom theſe An. 1716. 
( Preſents ſhall come, Health. The Ad- HAD 
yantages which ſeveral States of Europe the Eſta- 


have deriv'd from publick Banks, for 
the Support of their Credit and the 


bliſhmene 
of Mon- 
fieur Law's 


promotion of Commerce and Manu- Bank. 


factures, have induc'd us to believe 
that our Subjects may alſo draw great 
* Conveniencies from an Eſtabliſhment 
' of the ſame Nature. Monſieur Jahn 
Lu having ſome time ſince propos'd 
* a Scheme for erecting a Bank, which 
* ſhould conſiſt of our own Money, and 
be adminiſter'd in our Name and under 
our Authority, the Project was exa- 
min'd in our Council of Finances, 
here ſeveral Bankers, Merchants, 
and Deputies from our trading Cities 
being conven'd and requir'd to give 
their Advice, they were unanimous in 
the Opinion that nothing could ever be 

more advantageous to our Kingdom, 
' which thro? its Situation and Fertility, 


' ſtood in need of nothing more than a 
' folid Credit, for acquiring the moſt 
extenſive and flouriſhing Commerce. 
They thought however that the pre- 
' ſent Conjuncture was not favourable 


for ſuch an Undertaking, and that it 


would be more convenient to erect a 
© Bank 


added to the Induſtry of its Inhabitants, 


— 
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4e. 1716.* Bank upon the Credit of a Company, WW and 
his Reaſon, added to ſome particuly tion 

© Clauſes of the Project, determin'd u Not 
© to refuſe it; upon which the aforeſaid i Bod 
© Monſieur Law beſought us to impoy. lf fu 
© er him to eſtabliſh another kind q wit 
Bank, to conſiſt of his own Caſh an Ban 
that of his Aſſociates, by Virtue q app 
© which he propoſes to augment the Cir. MW Ban 
* culation of Money, to put a Stop to Ml #tt* 
* Uſury, and to facilitate the Exchange 
between Paris and the ſeveral Provin- 
* ces of our Kingdom; to enable Stran- 
gers to lodge their Money amongſt u 
* with Security; to augment the Con. 
* ſumption of ManufaCtures, and enable 
our Subjects with greater Eaſe to pay 
* thoſe Taxes which the Neceſſity of the 
Times has oblig'd the Crown to in. 
* poſe upon them. To theſe Purpoſe 
© he has beſought us to accord him: 
Charter for the Term of twenty Years 
© impowering him to iſſue his Notes and 
Contracts for Money under the Deno- 
* mination of Crowns, which being al- 
* ways of the fame Weight, may never 
© be ſubject to any Variation ; a Cond: 
tion very eſſential, and abſolutely ne 
* ceſſary to acquire the Confidence both tet 
* of our Subjedts and of Strangers ; be- Oc. 
ſeeching us at the ſame time to nomi- 


nate ſome Perſons of known money 
| 5 
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and Underſtanding, to have an Inſpec- 4s. 17:6. 
tion upon the Bank, to reviſe the 
Notes, and to indent and ſign the 
Books, to the end the Publick may be 
* afur'd of the Exactitude and Fidelity 
with which the Buſineſs of the faid 
(Bank will be tranſacted. Now as it 
( appears to us that the Erection of a 
(Bank in the manner propos'd can be 
attended with no ill Conſequence, but 
that on the contrary there is all Reaſon 
' to hope for a ready and favourable 
* Succeſs, and that it will produce the 
' fame Advantages in this Kingdom 
* which other Nations have deriv'd from 
' Eſtabliſhments of the ſame Nature; 
ve have therefore thought proper to 
grant to the faid Monſieur Law, 
' whoſe Experience and Capacity are 
already known to us, the Charter and 

Privileges which he has deſir d. And 
our moſt dear and moſt beloved Uncle 

the Duke of Orleans, Regent of our 

Kingdom, attentive to every thing 

that may conduce to the Comfort of 
our People and the Good of the State, 
has not thought it unworthy of his 
Rank and Birth to be declar'd Pro- 

= of the ſaid Bank. Wherefore, 
c. 


J. That 


128 


An. 1716. 
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© T. That the faid Monſieur Law and 
© Company ſhall be ſolely inveſted with 
the Right and Privilege of eſtabliſhing 
© a general Bank within our Kingdom 
for their particular Account, and to 
© hold and exerciſe the ſame during the 


© Space of twenty Years, reckoning from 


© the Day in which theſe Preſents ſhall 
be enregiſter'd, permitting them to 
© contract, to keep Books, and iſſue 
© Notes for Money under the Denomi- 
© nation of Crowns, which ſhall more- 
© over be ſtiled Bazk Crown:, to be al. 
* ways of the ſame Weight and bear the 
* ſame Title that they do at this Day, 
* without being ſubject to any Variation, 
and we hereby revoke all Ordinances, 
© Edits and Declarations, fo far as they 
may be contrary to what is hereby ſit 
© pulated. 

* IT. It is our Royal Will and Plex: 
* ſure that the ſaid Bank ſhall be tree 


© and exempt from all Taxes and Impo- 


© ſitions ; and the Bank Securities, 
* well as the Money that may be lodg( 
© there by Foreigners, ſhall not be ſub- 
* je& to any Forfeiture, Confiſcation d 
Attachment whatſoever, even in Caſe 
© of War between us and the Princes and 
* States to whom ſuch Foreigners ma 


be ſubject. 
III. The 
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III. The Bank Notes ſhall be made 4». 1716. 
after the Model annex'd to theſe Pre. 
« ſents, and ſhall be ſign'd by the ſaid 
© Monſieur Law, with one of his Aſſo- 
© ciates, and revis'd by the Inſpector 
© whom we ſhall appoint for that Pur- 
6 noſe. 7 

V. The general Caſh of the ſaid 
Bank ſhall be ſecured under three Locks 
with different Keys, one of which ſhall 
© be kept by the faid Monſieur Lau, 
© another by the Inſpector, and the third 
Aby the Treaſurer. 

eV. The ſaid Monſieur Law and 
Company, ſhall keep well order'd Re- 
' giſters, to be indented and ſigned by 
the Inſpector of the Bank. 

* VI. The principal Office of the ſaid 
* Bank ſhall be kept at Paris in the 
' Houſe of the ſaid Monſieur Law, or in 
' me other Part of the Town which 
* ſhall be thought moſt commodious for 
the Publick, and ſhall be open eve 
Day from nine in the Morning till 
Noon, and afterwards from three to 
fix, Sundays and folemn Feaſt Days 
' excepted. 

* VIT. It ſhall be free for all forts of 
' Perſons to bring their Money to the 
Bank, for the amount of which they 
hall receive Notes payable at Sight. 


S VIII. We 


An. 1716. 
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© the ſaid Bank Notes, t 


c 


which they ſhall be engrav'd. 


© 
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VIII. We forbid all Perſons upon 
Pain of Death, to ＋ counterfeit 

the Seal that ſhal 
be put upon them, or the Plates upon 


N. Our moſt dear and moſt belg. 
ved Uncle, the Duke of Orleans, ſhall 
be Protector of the Bank, who by him. 
{elf or his Deputy, ſhall receive an Ac. 


count of all Tranſactions relating to 


the ſame as often as he ſhall think ft 
to demand it; with Power to name 
the Inſpector, and to change him x 
Pleaſure : alſo the Rules and Method; 
that may be projected for the better 
Government of the Bank, ſhall be pre. 
ſented to the ſaid Duke Regent for hi 
Approbation, to be afterwards confr: 
med by us as the Caſe may require, 

* X. We further declare, that by the 
Charter and Privilege which we grant 
to the ſaid Monſieur Law and Com. 
pany, it is not our Intention in ary 
manner to exclude the Bankers of our 


* Kingdom from following their Pro 
© feſſton in the uſual manner. 


© Sign'd, Lew 


Hitherto 


ewö. 


herto 


the Duke of OgrL tans. 


Hitherto the reſt of Europe had been 
very cautious of dealing with the French, 
and of placing any Money in the Domi- 
nions of his Moſt Chriſtian Majefty. 
Every kind of Commerce was conſider 
as uncertain, in a Country of ſo little 
Liberty, where the Sovereign Power in- 
terfer'd in every thing and was always 
ready to make its Advantages at the Ex- 
pence of the Publick. But now the'old 
Suſpicion ſeem'd to be extinct, and Num- 
bers of Foreigners from all Parts ſtrove 
with Eagerneſs to intereſt themſelves in 
the new Bank of Paris. It would be 
hard to ſay from whence this Change of 
Temper was deriv'd, but the Humour 
being taken Notice of, it was thought 
proper to encourage it; and to this Pur- 
poſe a great Number of Copies were dif 
perſed in all Parts of Exrofe of a ſecond 
Patent, granted to Monſieur Law on 
the 2oth of May, wliich contain'd the 
following Articles. | 


© IT. The Fund of the Bank ſhall conſiſt 
in twelve hundred Actions, each of 
one thouſand Crowns, ſo that the Ca- 
* pital will amount to twelve hundred 
' thouſand: Crowns in Bank, or fix mil- 
lions of current Money. 


8 2 © IL. On 
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An. 1718. 
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An. 1716. II. On the firſt of June next, a Re. 
A giſter ſhall be open'd at the Houſe of 

: Monſieur Law, Director of the Bank, 
in the Square of Levis le Grand, for 
« receiving Subſcriptions from ſuch a5 
© defire to be intereſted in the faid Eſta. 
* bliſhment. | 

© HI. The faid Regiſter ſhall be in. 
* dented and ſign d by the Director, 
© and by Monſieur Fenelon, Deputy in 
© our Council of Commerce, who is no- 
* minated by our moſt dear and moſt 
beloved Uncle the Duke of Orlear;, to 
be Inſpector of the ſaid Bank. 

© IV. The Bank ſhall be kept in the 
* Houſe of the ſaid Director Monſieur 
F Law, till a more commodious Place 
* can be pitch'd upon, and the Books 
* ſhall be open every Day except Sun- | 
* days and Holidays. 

v. The faid Bank ſhall begin to att 
ſo ſoon as Subſcriptions are made for 
twelve hundred Actions, as ſtipulated 
in the original Charter, upon which 
the Proprietors ſhall meet and chuſe 
the neceſſary Officers and Clerks, and 
order a Method to be obſery'd in the 
Payment of Bank Securities. 

* VL In the firſt, and all ſucceeding 
general Courts, Affairs ſhall be deci- 
* ded by the Plurality of Voices, ſubject 
* 1n the following Regulations ; that 1s 

| | to 
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the Duke of OaLEAMsS. 


to fay, Thoſe who have above ten Ac- . 1716. 
© tions and under fifteen, ſhall have two SV WV 


© Votes, and fo on from five to five; 
© but thoſe who have leſs than five Ac- 
tions ſhall have no Vote. 

© VII. The Accounts ſhall be balanc'd 
twice a Year, at which Time the Books 
ſhall be ſhut, namely, from the 15th 
(to the 20th of Juue, and from the 
' 15th to the 2oth of January. 

VIII. There ſhall yearly be held two 
general Courts, the firſt of which ſhall 
Fe called on the 2oth of December, and 
the ſecond on the aoth of the ſucceed- 
ing June, in which the Company's Af- 
fairs ſhall be debated, and the Divi- 
dends ſettled. | 

N. The Treaſure ſhall be divided 
into general and ordinary Caſh. The 


general Caſh ſhall be ſecured under 


three Locks with different Keys, 
gone of which ſhall be kept by the Di- 
rector, another by the Inſpector, and 
a third by the Treaſurer, ſo that it 
may never be open'd but in the Pre- 
' fence of theſe three. 

X. The ordinary Caſh ſhall be en- 
truſted to the Treaſurer, and ſhall ne- 
rer exceed two hundred thouſard 
' Crowns of Bank Money. No Caſhier 
' ſhall ever have more than twenty 


' thouſand Crowns in his Hands at one 
Time, 
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4», 1715. © Time, and they ſhall all give ſufficien, ; 
WY V «© Security to anſwer the Money they 


© are entruſted with. | 
XI. The Bank Notes ſhall be ſign! 


© by the Director, and by one other q | 7 
the Company, who ſhall be choſen H 3 
© the Plurality of Voices in a gener i Mo 
© Court. They ſhall alſo be revis'd oy þ 1 
* the Inſpector, and ſo many of then Spe 
© ſhall be made at once as ſhall þ 70 
thought neceſſary, and all of then wh 
© ſhall be regiſter d by Numbers, Data. 8 
* and Sums, in a Book to be kept fl *, ö 
that Purpoſe. | * 
XII. The Notes ſhall be ſealed i. ful 
© Preſence of the Director, the Inſp edi. on 
and the Treaſurer, and being ſo ſigned, Di 
« reviſed and ſealed, they ſhall, togethaMll, * 
< with the Bank Seal and the Plates up, 15 
* which they were engrav'd, be ſe cui. Or 
in the ſame manner with the gener, che 
© Caſh. ( 
© XIII. When the Caſhiers ſhall | i; 
in Want of Money, the Treaſurer ſl, Co 
© furniſh them with it, always takin rg 
© up an equal Value in cancel'd Notes WM = 
and the ſame Conduct ſhall be obſervi, per 
© between the Treaſurer and the ge e 
ral Caſh, fo that the Money entruſt, Ba, 
to the Treaſurer and the Caſhiers ſha, Ex 
* never exceed two hundred thouſand, 6. 
* Crowns, : 


& XIV. Tis 
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© XIV. The Bank ſhall keep a Book 4. 1776. 


oi for the Sale and Tranſport of Stock, v 
V Co: Which (hall always be paid for in Bank 

ligne Crowns, and the Seller ſhall always 

b 0 gn his Name to the ſaid Sale or 

en y Tranſport. . 

. XV. To avoid the Tax laid upon 
8 q i © Money-Bags, and other Charges and 
* h Inconveniencies attending Payments in 
al | Specie, it ſhall be free or all Perſons 
then to lodge their Money in the Bank, for 

Dun vhich they ſhall receive Notes payable 
: "WW : Sight. 

pt far 


XVI. For the greater Eaſe and Pro- 
motion of Commerce, it ſhall be law- 
ful for the Bank to charge her ſelf not 
only with the Receipt, but alſo with the 


ſign : 

— ' Disburſement and Management of Mo- 
Sup nen on Account of private Perſons, 
cory and to make Payments according to 


Order, for the Regulation of which 
the Bank ſhall keep two Clerks, the 
hole in Conſideration of five Pence 
of Bank Money for every thouſand 


renerd 


all he 


hi ' Crowns of Bank Money ſo negotiated, 
Jog the Penny in Bank anſwering to the 
fort wentieth Part of a Crown, or five 


' Pence of current Specie. 


Br. XVII. It ſhall be lawful for the 
Bank to diſcompt Notes and Bills of 
nd Exchange, in fuch manner as fhall be 


regulated by the general Court. 


The XVIII. As 
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A. 17:6, © XVIII. As this Eſtabliſhment is not 
e intended in any manner to prejudice 

* private Perſons, the Bank ſhall under. 
© take no fort of Commerce, either by 
© Sea or Land, nor make Inſurances, or 
charge her ſelf with the Execution of 
any Commiſſions, either within or 
© without the Kingdom. 

XIX. The Bank ſhall never iſſue 
Notes payable at certain Terms, but 
always at Sight, and ſhe ſhall never 
* borrow Money at Intereſt upon any 
© Pretext whatever. if 

© XX. The Director ſhall inſpect the 
* State of the Caſh, at leaſt once a Week, 
* or as often as he ſhall judge proper, in 
© which he may be aſſiſted by the In- 
ſpector and the Court of Directors. 

XXI. The ſaid Court of DireRors 
© ſhall have Power to create ſuch Offices, 
and to make all ſuch Regulations, as 
+ ſhall be judged neceſſary and eſſential 
* to the Service of the Bank by a Plura- 
« lity of Voices. | 


Sometime before the Publication of 
this Patent, the Council of State amongſt 
other Orders had ifſu'd one, by which 
the Creditors of Monſieur Paparel, Trea- 
ſurer General of the Extraordinary of the 
Army, ether with all ſuch as might 
be in Pol.. > of any of his Orders, 

were 
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were directed to lay them before Mon- 4n. 1716. 
ſeur le Blanc within one Month, toge- SV 


ther with proper Proofs of their Debts, 
upon pain of annulling the ſaid Securi- 
tes. Theſe Orders had been ſcarce com- 
ply'd with before the Court pronounc'd 
Sentence of Death upon the unhappy 
Treaſurer. But fo rigorous a Judgment 
was contrary both to the Expectation 
and Intentions of the Duke Regent; his 
Deſign was that the Court of Juſtice 
ſhould ſqueeze the Purſes of ſuch as had 
pilag d the Kingdom, without dipping 
their Hands in the Blood of the Offend- 
ers : his Royal Highneſs thought them 
ſufficiently puniſh'd by being oblig'd to 
refund their unjuſt Gains ; and agreeable 
to this Papare/ immediately receiv d a 
Reprieve, and was afterwards permitted 
to commute his Puniſhment for a Sum 
of Money. 

To the Tryal of Papare! ſucceeded 
that of e Bout, firſt Clerk to Monſieur 
Charpentier, who had furniſh'd Cattle 
for the Army. His Sentence was to 
pay a Fine of fifty thouſand Livres, to 
ſtand in the Pillory, and to be after- 
wards baniſh'd for nine Years. The 
Court of Juſtice at the ſame time order'd 
the King's Signet to be put upon the 


Houſe of Monſieur Arlot, Treaſurer Ge- 
os i neral 


138 
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An. 1716. neral of the Sts, who was lately d 
and had been amongſt thoſe that were 


confin'd to their own Houſes. 

Nor were the Enterprizes of the 
Court confin'd to the _— of France; 
rhe ſame Severity which had been prac. 
tis'd at Paris no began to extend it {elf 
to the ſeveral Provinces of the Kingdom, 
and firſt broke out at Langres in the &i. 
zure of Monſieur Prat, Receiver of the 
Taxes, who was arreſted and carried 
away by a Deputy of the Court of Juſ: 
tice, attended by four Serjeants, the 
King's Signet having firſt been put upon 
his Houſes and Effects. From thok 
who had been concern'd in the Manage- 
ment of the Revenue, the Court of uf 


tice extended her Hands to ſuch as had 
been Dealers in Paper Securities, not 


improperly call'd Stock-jobbers, ſeveral 


of whom were put into Priſon. Nay, Wi 


the very Merchants of the Kingdom 
were not exempted from her Enquiries, 
and Monſieur Paris, who was known to 
be very rich, had actually receiv'd a 


Summons to come and give the Court 


an Account of his Effects. But this 
Gentleman, tho* conſcious of his own 
Innocence, inſtead of obeying the Order 
of the Court, carried his Complaints 
immediately to the Duke Regent, and 

10 


Ja the Country, than the States of the 
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reſented the ill Eſſects that ſuch an 4» 1716. 
Emple would have upon Commerce, 
o which he added, that the Court o 
ſuſtice was inſtituted for the Examina- 
tion of thoſe only who had been con- 
cern'd in the Management of the Reve- 
nue, which had never been his Caſe, and 
therefore he was not properly within 
her Juriſdiction. There could little be 
fidto a Remonſtrance of ſo equitable a 
Nature : accordingly his Royal Highneſs 
was convinc'd of the Juſtice of it, and 
the Council of State directed the Matter 
t be ſtifled. 

The Court of Juſtice ſucceeded no 
better in another Attempt againſt the 
Treaſurer General of Burgund), to whom 
ſhe had directed a Summons in the fame 
Nature with that we have juſt now men- 
ton d. But the Citation was no ſooner 


Province diſpatch'd an Expreſs to his 
Royal Highneſs, acquainting him with 
their Oppoſition to this new Pretenſion 
of the Court of Juſtice, grounded upon 
the Maxim that the Treaſurer was only 
rfponſible to his Province for the Ma- 
nagement of her Revenue. 

Let notwithſtanding this, ſeveral Per- 
bas of all Conditions were arreſted from 
ime to time by Order of the Court, and 

SP there 
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'4x. 1716. there ſcarce paſſed a Day that was ng 

WY Witneſs to the Impriſonment of one « 

another. Nothing eſcaped the Severity 

of this Civil Inquiſition: even Innoceng 

it ſelf was no Security againſt their Pro. 

ceedings, and thoſe upon whom n 

Guilt could be prov'd ſufficient to ay. 

thorize the Confiſcation of all thei 

Eſtates, were nevertheleſs taxed in a ve. 

All per- ry extraordinary manner. Such as were 

ſons who worth one hundred thouſand Livre 

had been clear of Debts, were order'd to pay ten 

in the per Cent; thoſe of two hundred thouſand 

Revere twenty fer Cent; three hundred thou 

by tbe fand paid thirty per Cent; and fo on in 
Court of Proportion. 

m_ e On the 19th of Auguſt the Court pro 

4. hal. nounc'd Sentence againſt Monſieur 4 

Moulin, who had been Provincial Tres 

ſurer of the Extraordinary of the Army 

in the Generality of Caex. This Gentle 

man had preſented a Petition to the 

Court, ſetting forth that he had given 

in a Schedule of his Eſtate on the fixth 

of June, and that he could not compleat 

the Supplement of it before the four- 

teenth of July, becauſe his Effects had 

been taken away from him. He added, 

that he had never imbezzled the King 

Money, nor in any ſort been guilt] 

of Uſury to the Prejudice of his 5105 

$ 
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'; Revenue, with Regard to which, 4. 17:6. 


28 no 
one q he himſelf was even Creditor, as would Y 
everiyſ well appear by his Accounts ; wherefore | 
ocenel he beſought them to declare him inno- 
ir Pr. cent of the Accuſations laid to his 
m m Charge, and in Conſequence of that to 
to au reſtore him to the full Enjoyment of his 
ther Eftate, together with his Liberty. But 
n 2 ge the Court rejected his Petition, and in 
5 wer Support of their Procedure alledg'd, that 
Live both the Schedule of his Eſtate and the 
ay ten Supplement to it were found to be falſe ; 
ſnd after which all his Effects were confiſca- 
thou- ted and he himſelf was condem'd for 
on u ever to the Gallies. 
Da Moulin's Fate was no ſooner deter- 

t pro: min'd, than two Men who had been 
ur dt — in the King's Affairs in Avergne, 
Trea : were ſeiz'd and committed: as were alſo 
Army two Exchange Brokers accus'd of Stock- 
entle· jobbing. The King's Signet was like- 
o the wiſe put upon the Houſe and Effects of 
given 2 certain Perriwig-Maker, who had 
fixth ll found the means in the Courſe of fix 
pleat Months to buy nine Houſes in Pars and 
our-M three in the Country, in one of which 
s had was found a ftrong Box cover'd with 
dded, FF Crimſon Velvet, containing many im- 
ings portant Papers relating to the State of 
uit) the Revenue in the Reign of Levis XIV. 
Haje- A Woman who had been concern'd in 
ſty's Stock- 
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41. 1 16. Stock -jobbing, was baniſh'd for five 
-Y Years out of the Juriſdiction of the Par. 


liament of Paris. And to put the laſt 
Hand to ſuch Enquiries as the Court 
had already gone through, they began 
on the ninth of September to ſell the Ef. 
fects of ſuch as had been condemn'd. 
Yet the Authority of this Tribunal 
was very warmly attack'd, even when 
it was carried to its greateſt Pitch, I 
have already mention'd the Complaints 
that were offer'd to the Regent againſt 
it by the Merchants of Paris; the Cham- 
ber of Accounts had alſo preſented his 
Royal Highneſs witha Petition totheſame 
Purpoſe : But this was not all; the Par- 
liament of Thoxloxſe enrag'd at the So- 
vereign Authority uſurp'd by the Court 
of Juſtice, came to a Reſolution which 
they cauſed to be publiſh'd and ſet up in 
ſeveral Places of their Dependance, by 
which all Officers, Serjeants and others, 
were forbid to execute any Order or 
Warrant ifſuing from the Court of juſ- 
tice againſt any Inhabitant within their 


Juriſdiction. The Parliament of Aix did 


the ſame thing ; and their Pretext was, 
that the new; Court was not equally 
 compos'd of two Members for each Pro- 
vince of the Kingdom, but conſiſted 
chiefly of ſuch as depended upon the Ju- 
riſdiction of the Parliament of 3 
zut 


the Duke of ORLEANsS. 


But the Duke Regent was too much 4. 1716. 
intereſted in the Execution of ſuch Or 


ders as iſſu'd from the Court of Juſtice 
to bear with this Oppoſition. Com- 
mands were immediately ſent to the In- 
tendants of thoſe two Provinces, to ſee 
the Orders of the Court put in Execu- 
tion; and the firſt Preſidents of Thoulouſe 
and Aix were order'd to come to Court, 
and give an Account of their ConduQ. 
Nevertheleſs the Intendant of Provence 
durſt not ſeize upon a certain Perſon ac- 
cuſed of Miſdemeanours, tho? the Tri- 
bunal of Juſtice had expreſly order'd him 
to do it. ' He wrote to Court, and beg- 
ged they would deliberate upon the ill 
Conſequencies that might follow the 
Execution of their Commands. He ac- 
quainted them that the Parliaments of 
Dijon and Grenoble had declar'd againſt 
the Authority of the Court of Juſtice 
with the ſame Reſolution as thoſe of Aix 
and Thozlouſe , and concluded with re- 
peating his Fears of what might enſue it 
he obey'd his Orders. 

Yet all this Oppoſition did not hinder 
the Court from going on very ſucceſs- 
fully in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom. 
In Normandy Enquiry was made after 
ſuch as had been Proveditors of Corn 
and Oats for the Army, and ſeveral Per- 
ſons were impriſon'd in Cæen and other 

Towns 
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Court of Juſtice. Another Declaration 
was publiſh'd immediately after this, 
commanding all ſuch as had abſconded to 
ſurrender themſelves up to Priſon, upon 
Pain of being proceeded againſt with the 
utmoſt Rigour. Upon the 11th of M. 


Tember, one who had been concern'd q 
| the 
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A 17:6. Towns of the Province. In the Diſtrict N the 
VN of the Limouſin three Officers were hang. ¶ and 

ed for Miſdemeanours in their Employ. ¶ Cou 
ments. The Sub-Delegate of Mont didier ¶ the 
was ſentenc'd to the Pillory, and to row Nat L 
fine Years in the Gallies, beſides an Pro 
Amerſement of ſixty thouſand Livres, 80 
eight thouſand of which were diſtribu- ¶ reafc 
ted, under the Title of Reſtitution, IM / 
amongſt the poor Inhabitants of Montd. in Q 
dier. A certain Proveditor was baniſh'd IM [alt 
for three Years out of Picardy, and a of tl 
Serjeant of the Taxes was hang'd for E- N vas 
tortion. wou 
To theſe Matters ſucceeded an Order ¶ Coui 
of the Court, forbidding all Perſons up- ¶ {cnt 
on Pain of Death, to intimidate, menace MW mor: 
or diſcourage, either directly or indireQ- I of it 
ly, any Complainant, Informer or Wit- ¶ be o. 
neſs, or to corrupt them by Preſents or I for t 
Promiſes, either with Regard to the I livel) 
principal Delinquents or — Accom- of t. 
plices, declaring the ſaid Complainants, I lattei 
Informers and Witneſſes, to be under 
the Protection of his Majeſty and the 


be Dir of Ont als. 


the Revenue was arreſted in his Coach, 4s. 1716. 
and after being examin'd before the WV 


Court, was conducted to Priſon : and 
the fame Fate befel ſeveral Inhabitants 
at Lions, who had been concern'd in the 
Proviſions of the Army in Tah. 

So many ſevere Executions made it 
reaſonable to imagine, that Monſieur 
Deſmarets would ſooner or later be calPd 
in Queſtion. This Gentleman was the 
laſt Miniſter who had been at the Head 
of the Finances in the late Reign. There 
was Reaſon enough to apprehend he 
would fall under the Enquiry of the 
Court, and this occaſion'd him to pre- 
ſent the Regent with the following Me- 
morial, which prov'd the Preſervation 
of its Author, and 1s too fine a Piece to 
be omitted in theſe Memoirs, as well 
tor the Elegancy of the Stile, as for the 
lively Deſcription it contains of the State 
of the Revenue in Fraxce, during the 
latter Part of the Reign of Lewzs XIV. 


U . My 


— —— — 
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« My Lord, 


Memorial 6 Humbl beg your Royal Highneſ 
of Monſr. « will afford the Attention of a few 
—— Moments, to the Memorial which! 
ing the have the Honour to preſent you. 
Admint= Ihe late King having been pleaſed 
c 
of the © upon the twentieth of February 1705 
Finances. to make Choice of me for the Poſt of 
* Comptroller General of the Finances, 
I ſuſtain'd the Weight of that painful 
Employment with continual Applica. 
* tion, till the firſt of September 1715, 

* Your Royal Highneſs is pertely 
well inform'd, that ſince the Suppref: 
ſion of the Sur-Intendancy of the Fi 
nances, by an Order of the fifth of 
September 1661, the Comptroller Ge- 
neral has had no Share in the Diſpoſi 
tion of the Revenue, neither is he ac- 
countable for any thing relating to it. 
The late King did always execute the 
Duty of this Poſt ; there never was a 
Payment made except in Conſequence 
of Orders which he himſelf had fign'd, 
and the Comptroller General has been 
no further concern'd, than purely and 
* ſimply to execute ſuch Commands 2s 
* he receiv'd from his Majeſty. 


,  w7 , OM BY TP oa, Www WE WT | 


Agreeable 


the Duke of ORLEKAN s. 


Agreeable to this, having taken no 4. 1716. 


© Step but in Obedience to the King's 
© Orders, I am not oblig'd to give any 
© Account of my Adminiſtration. But 
© a Motive of Honour, and the Reſpect 
© T owe youu Royal Highneſs, are equal- 
© ly conducive to engage me to do what 
I can to ſet the State of the Revenue, 
das I found it in 1708, in the trueſt 
point of Light; with what was done 
for ſeven Years and a half to the Death 
' of the King, for the Support of the 
War and the Government; as alſo to 
ſhew the Condition of the Revenue, 
* as it ſtood on the firſt of _ September 
* 1715, 

M. firſt Care was to look into tlie 
Debts of the Crown, and to examine 
very particularly the State of ſuch Pub- 
lick Securities as had fallen into Diſ- 
* credit, and brought on ſuch a Scarcity 
© of Money, that hardly any Part of the 
Army had been regularly paid. But 
* Prudence forbid us to make this Con- 
* feſſion. There was on the contrary, 
* an evident Neceſſity of concealing our 
* Circumſtances to prevent them from 
* growing much worſe ; but the Secu- 
* rities of different Kinds, that were at 
that time due to the Publick, are fo 
generally and fo well underſtood, that 

U 2 the 
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'4n. 1916.4 bare mention of them will 
prove my Aſſertion. 


There was owing to 
© the Publick on the 20th 
© of February 1708, for 

new Caſh Notes regula- 
ted in 1707, 


© To Caſh Notes con- 
verted into Notes of the 
Farmers General of the 


Receivers of the Reve- 
nue, payable in five 
Years, ) 


© To old Caſh Notes) 
not yet regulated, which 
were kept by Command 
in the Hands of the > 
Treaſurers, and for 
which a Fund was to 


be ſettled, 
o Notes of the 6 


FT I 


XK & X a A 


Farmers of the Aids, by 
, way of Loan, 10 


o ; Promiſſory Oblj- 


c gations upon the Sl 60,45 3b 


© Duties, 


united Farms, and the > 54, 43 5,82 


ſufficiently 


7 2,000,000 ate 


9570520 


7,200,008 an 


Ti 
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© To Notes advanc'd) WWW 
to the Treaſurers of the ; 
0 Extraordinary of the Ar- 
amy and their Coadju- 

50,000 © tors, to enable — to > 61,705,827 

| © borrow Money for de-] ß 

* fraying the Expence of 

their Employments in | 

41706 and 1707, - 


Jo Intereſt due upon 5 
5582 © theſe ſeveral Sums, + 27,991,665 


30333573323 


© To the Treaſurers of 
the ſeveral Denomina- / 
* tions, for Orders and 102, 366,833 
70,240 Accounts ſettled and not | 
* diſcharg'd, 


© To Anticipations up- 
* on theRevenues of 1708, 
for the Service of 28 5478337833 


* and 1707, 


0,000 


© To further Anticipa- 
en upon the You 

170, 1710, 1711, and 
17125 


14,286,670 
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© of the Extraordinary of | 
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© To a Loan made at 
© Genoa, 


© To Monſieur Bernard, 
© for Money advanc'd for 
© the Payment of the 
Troops, upon Notes 
© drawn by the Treaſurers > 11,000,000 


» 


© the Army, which t ere 
© was a Neceſſity of re- 


paying, J 


© ' To Meſſieurs Hog- 
 guers, for Advances 
© made for the Service 0 5,000,000 
the Army in Italy ind 
© 1706, upwards of 


482,844,661 
the Year 1708, as ſettled 202,788,354 


* by the King, | 


en EN 
—— 


© To Disburſements 85 


685,633,015 


eee ny en 


* Th 


the Duke of OrxLtans. 
,000 © The Funds for the) 


service of the Year 1708 | 
being almoſt all anticipa- 
© ted, the Remainder, free f 20,388,338 
gof all Deductions, a- 
mounted to no more 


than | 9 


,000 
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An. 171. 
n 


No Care being taken for the Am- 


munition and Proviſions neceſſary for 
the Service of the Campain, nor any 


Fund ſettled for Clothing and Re- | 


' cruiting the Army. 
such were the Debts of the State, 
ſuch was the Condition of the Reve- 
nue, and ſo much only was the Fund 
that remain'd for anſwering theſe De- 
mands, when Monſieur Chamillart , 
at that time Treaſurer of the Army as 
well as Comptroller General of the Fi- 
nances, beſought his Majeſty to eaſe 
51 WW him of a Weight which became every 
Pay more heavy: and to this he might 
— © have added, that the Scarcity of Mo- 
301) WE ney, the immenſe Sums due to the 
' Treaſurers and Undertakers, the non 
payment of the Government Aſſign- 
ments, the Diſcredit into which all his 
Th II. Maieſty's Revenues had fallen, and the 
| Uſury that was practisd in diſcompt- 
ing all manner of Paper Securities, 
© ſeem'd 
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42. 1716. © ſeem'd to have reduc'd the Revenue to 


N 
1 
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{o ruinous a Condition, that there te. 
main'd no Poſſibility of retrieving it. 
In this frightful Situation the King 
nam'd me Comptroller General; nor 
was I at all unacquainted with the Na. 
ture of our Circumſtances. ] felt al 
the Weight of the Task that was im. 
pos'd upon me, and had ever before 
my Eyes the ſmall Poſſibility there was 
of anſwering ſo much with the littk 
that remain'd. But the King did not 
give me Leave to repreſent what! 
knew of the State of his Revenue: 
this his Majeſty prevented by telling me 
at once, that he was no Stranger to 
the Condition of his Affairs; that he 
did not require Impoſſibilities of me; 
but that if I ſucceeded, I ſhould do him 
very great Service which he woul 
always remember; and that if thc 
Succeſs was not anſwerable to our 
Wiſhes, he would not impute the il 
Event to my Conduct. 

© I thought it beſt to begin fo difficut 
an Admiſtration by a Step in its ow! 
Nature deciſive, and which by ſhew- 
ing the Publick that I underſtood the 
Force of Order and OEconomy, might 
revive the Confidence of the People 


and bring on the firſt Circulation . 
, Fa the 


the Duke of ORLEANsS. 


© the Money that was lock'd up in pri- 4» 1716. 
0 WWW 


vate Coffers. 

_ © T was of Opinion, that the Treaſury 
© Royal, as being the Centre of the Re- 
venue, ought to receive all the Pro- 
duct of it; and accordingly ſo ſoon as 
any Money was due, I immediately 
applied my ſelf to bring it thither. 

© Four principal Reaſons determin'd 
my Conduct in this Particular. 

« Firſt, that ſuch as were charg'd 
© with the Receipt of the Revenue, might 
© be oblig'd to make their Payments 
© more regularly than they had hitherto 
done. 

© Secondly, to prevent ſuch as had 
© contracted for the Service of the 
© Crown, from being henceforward re- 
* tarded to their Prejudice, and depriv'd 
© of a part of their Intereſt by the trick- 
© ing Practices of the Receivers, which 
' had been of infinite Diſſervice to his 
© Majeſty's Credit. 

* Thirdly, Becauſe by bringing the 
product of the Revenue directly to the 
ITreaſury, I bid fair for reviving that 
Credit which had long been extinct; 
ſince the only means to deſtroy the 
* extorſive Superiority which Money 
had uſurp'd over Paper, and to bring 
* out the Caſh of private Perſons, was 
to ſhew the Publick that there. was no 

X immediate 
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immediate Want of Money in his Ma- 


jeſty's Offices. : | be 
« Fourthly, I propos'd by this means iſ ur. 
to eſtabliſh a regular Adminiſtration in I, thy 
the Revenue, which would enable me M 
to provide for the moſt preſſing Occa. op 
ſions, in Proportion to the Money re. . U 
ceiv'd into the Treaſury ; a State of i 4 
which I had order'd to be brought ne. tl 
both weekly and monthly. ' for 
* This Diſpoſition was very much ap-: tl; 
plauded, and produc'd all the Effect . ſhe 
that was expected from 1t. | 1 
But to come to the Execution of tiè . 
Scheme, it was abſolutely neceſſary toil, the 
unfetter the Funds of 1708, which | for 
were all conſum'd by anticipated Or WM, by 
ders iſſu'd for the Service of the fore. . *7 
going Years, wherefore his Majeſty on, 
directed thoſe Orders, to be brought u. © 
and re- aſſign'd upon the Year 1709 | thc 
which was done accordingly. , ML 
The Diminution of the ſeveral Spe-. *.* 
cies of Money, which was to take, ni 
Place upon the firſt of May 1708, and, Ex 
go on ſucceſſively in the other Monti. Ne 
of the ſame Year, was what determinW, 2 
ed the Proprietors of thoſe Afſignments . by 
to bring them readily in, for the Sake} , ble. 
of avoiding the Diminution which they . Ho 
muſt have ſuffer'd, had their Orders , ©? 
been regularly acquitted. wy 


of 


the Duke of Orr. tans. 


© I muſt obſerve, that theſe Funds not A». 1716. 
being ſufficient to anſwer even the moſt VV 


© urgent Expences of the Government, 
© there was a Neceſſity for finding ſome 
Method to reſtore publick Credit, and 
© open a Door for borrowing more Mo- 
' ney. And it having been provided by 
© an Edict of the 29th of October 1707, 
© that in all Payments, and all Contracts 
for Payments, it ſhould be ſtipulated, 
that only three fourths of the Sum 
ſhould be paid in Money, and the Re- 
mainder in Treaſury Bills; this Want 
d of Liberty between the Borrower and 
the Lender was another Inducement 
for locking up the Specie ; wherefore 
Aby an Edict of the 27th of Febrzary 
* 1708, the King took off this Reſtricti- 
don, and left his Subjects the Power of 
contracting upon ſuch Terms as they 
thought fit. This Edict and the Di- 
minution already ſpoken of, occaſion'd 
da tollerable Flow of Money, and fur- 
* niſh'd us the means of ſupplying the 
Exigencies of this Year. There was a 
* Neceſſity however of having Recourſe 
* to other Expedients ; and accordingly 
by four different Edicts, freſh Annui- 
ties were created upon the 'Town- 
* Houſe of Paris, to the Amount of 
' 2,190,000 Livres, to anfwer the prin- 
cipal Sum of 33,600,000 Livres. An 

X 2 Augmentation 
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An. 1716.4 Augmentation of Wages was likewiſe 
SYN «© decreed, on Account of which the Of. 
ficers of the ſuperior Companies, with 
thoſe of the Civil Government, and 
the Revenue, were oblig'd to furniſh 
the Sum of 11,400,000 Livres; and o- 
ther extraordinary Contracts were al. 
ſo made at this Fable: the whole 
Product of which was thirty-ſix mil. 
lions. 

© Theſe ſeveral Funds, manag'd with 
the utmoſt Thrift, produc'd where- 
withal to anſwer the Charges of the 
Campain, which was Matter of Aſto- 
niſhment to the Enemies of France, 
perſuaded as they were that Monſieur 
Chamillart had deſerted the Revenue, 
in the ſame Manner that a Phyſician 
leaves his Patient when he finds him 


incurable. dex 
© 'The ill Succeſs of the Battle of ren 


* 
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Oudenard, and the taking of Liſe, M* 17: 
brought our Afairs into a new Con- 

* fuſion, and we ſaw our ſelves in the ©E 
* midſt of a Labyrinth, from whence ne) 
ve might with Reaſon deſpair of ever apf 
* being extricated. Der 


The 
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The 
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The Expences of the? Livres. 
Government in the Year 202,783,354 
* 1708, amounted to 


rent Funds in part of pg184,423,016 


' Aſſigned upon of 
that Sum, 


* Remainder A 18 
7 | 


365,318 


( 


© The Product of all the 
Funds ſettled for the 
Service of the Year 1708, 229,059,467 
from the 2oth of Fe- 
' Iruary, Was | 


© Of which there was 


' expended for the cur- 
rent Service ok. the Ow 5036 


(1708, 


© Remainder of the Mo- 
* ney raiſed in 1708, = 44636431 
5 


applied to the current 
* Service of that Year, 


© Which 
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Which Overplus was apply'd to 


make good part of the Deficiencies in. 
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curr'd in former Years. 


* Weare now come to the Year 170g, 
when the Neceſſity of continuing the 
War oblig'd us to think of Means for 
reviving publick Credit, and facilita- 
ting the Negociation of ſuch Afſign- 
ments as mult be given in Payment to 
the Bankers, Treaſurers, and others 
who undertook to advance the necefſa- 
ry Sums, and furniſh the Stores and 
Proviſions requiſite for the current 
Service. | 
In order to this it was refolv'd, that 
the Aſſignments which had been anti. 
cipated upon the Revenues of this Year, 
ſhould be regularly diſcharg'd as they 
became due ; which Reſolution wo 
made publick by an Edict of the 200 
of February, produc'd all the Effect 
that was hop'd from it. The Proprie- 
tors of theſe anticipated Aſſignments 
finding the Payment of them aſcertain- 
ed in a regular Manner, determin'd to 
lend back the Money they ſhould ſo 
receive, to the Treaſurers, Commiſſa- 
var _ 3 whoſe Buſineſs it 4 
to ſupply the current nces. But 
this good Temper e very ſhort 
© Duration. 


the Duke of OxLEans. 


© Duration. The Rigour of the Seaſon, 4. 1946; 
and the extream Scarcity of every kind WW 


© of Grain, occaſion'd the Money to be 
© lock'd up cloſer than ever, and in the 
© mean Time we were under an abſolute 
© Neceſſity of providing all Neceſſaries 
* for carrying on the War; the Advance 
Money for the Troops, and their Sub- 
ſiſtance, was to be ſettled ; and a Me- 
thod muſt inſtantly be found to leſſen 
the Price of Grain, the Want of which 
* afflicted the whole Kingdom beyond 
« Expreſſion. 

In this melancholy State we were 
not at Liberty to ſtudy and make Ute 
of thoſe Methods which would have 
* ſupply'd our Wants with leaſt Incon- 
© ventence. There was an inſtant Ne- 
ceſſity for having Recourſe to ſuch 
Ways as had been practis'd in former 
ears, though the Succeſs was very 
g uncertain, Agreeable to this, more 
* Annuities were created uponthe Town- 
* Houſe of Paris; the Salaries of the Of- 
* ficers in the King's Service were agatn 
* augmented, and they oblig'd to ad- 
' yance Money in Proportion; freſh 
Contracts were enter'd into with pri- 
* vate Perſons, and nothing omitted that 
might by any Means, and at any Price, 
* procure wherewithal to anſwer the 
current Expence. 

But 


3 


160 MEMOIRS of 


24.1716. * But all the ordinary Expedients hi. 


NV therto praCtis'd by thoſe who had been I pr 
at the Head of the Treaſury, would Ki 
© have been inſufficient at this critical M* C 
© ſunQure, if by a Piece of good For. fe 
tune, and contrary to all Expectation th 
* the South-Sea-Ships had not happily ta. 
© arrived in the Harbours of Franc, br 
Their Loading was fo extremely rich, MW th 
© that beſides other bulky Merchandize, T. 
* they had Bullion alone to the Amoun th. 
of thirty millions of Livres; which co 
being all carried to the Mint, the Pro- 
© prietors were prevailed upon to lend Ml © Le 
. his Majeſty one Moiety of it, for M 
* which they receiv'd Aſſignments up Pa 
© the General Receivers, bearing an In * fix 
© tereſt of ten per Cert. and the other Mi * of 
© Moiety was paid them in ready M © fu 
© ney, by which they were enabled i © tut 

© diſcharge their Seamen, and to pi © pre 
© thoſe Merchants and Tradeſmen w w' © M 
had furniſh'd their Cargo for Perz. . 2 

th: 


© The Money Bills ſubſiſted ſtill, and 


© occaſion'd ſo great a Diſorder in thei to 
© Commerce of the Kingdom, that ur M 
leſs they were called in andextinguiſh's i m1 
an entire Stop was likely to be put t. BY 
© the Payment of the Army, and all t; in 
* moſt neceſſary Expences of the Gif 
© vernment. to 


[4 Upon 


ts hi. 
been 
Vould 
1tical 
For. 
ation, 
ppi) 
"ance, 
rich, 
idize, 
nount 
vhich 
Pro- 
lend 
„ fol 
upon 
in In- 
other 
Mo. 
ed ty 
) pal 
| Who 
11. 

, and 
n tle 
at ul 
1{h'd 
ut t£0 
Ul the 
> Go 


Upon 


— 


the Duke of Oa LEA Ns. 


* Kingdom, and make a new and general 
© Coinage, in which the Weight of the 
© ſeveral Species ſhould be alter d; and 
this it was eaſy to eſſect, by the Aſſiſ- 
tance of the great Quantity of Bullion 
' brought by the S2ztk-Sea-Ships, which 
then lay ready in the Mint. To ſpeak 
Truth, it was this happy Circumſtance 
that gave riſe to the Project; and ac- 
' cordingly, by Virtue of the Edict of 
* May 1709, it was order'd, that the 
' Lewis D'Ors coin'd in the foregoing 
Month, ſhould now be receiv'd in 
payment for twenty Livres, inſtead of 
* {ixteen Livres ten Sols; and the Crown 
' of four Livres eight Sols, was for the 
future to paſs for five Livres, by Vir- 
' tue of which Augmentation, it was 
' propos'd to redreſs the Grievance of the 
Money Bills. 

© In order to this it was directed, 
that five parts in ſix of all the Payments 
to be made into the Mint ſhould be in 
Money, and the remaining ſixth part 
* might conſiſt of the aforeſaid Money 
* Bills, the whole Amount to be repaid 
* 1n the new Specie. | 

Four principal Reaſons brought us 
* to a Reſolution for a new Coinage. 


þ © The 
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« Upon this Occaſion it was thought 4. 1716+ 
proper to call in all the Money of the 
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The firft was the Facility of paying 
for the old Specie, and the Bills that 


© ſhould be brought in, with the new 


c 
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Money produc'd by the Bullion brought 
in the South-Sea-Ships. 

© The ſecond was, the Return that 
would be made of a great deal of 
French Money, which had been carried 
into foreign Countries. 
The third conſiſted in the Advan- 
tage that would accrue to his * 
by the new Coinage : And the fourth 
was the Application of the Profit ſo 
ariſing to the King, for the Extinction 
of the Money Bills. 

© Theſe ſeveral Schemes were attended 
with happy Succeſs. They produc'd 
the neceſſary Funds for the Payment 
of the Army. The Proprietors of the 
Money Bills were charmed to find it in 
their Power to change them into Spe- 
cie: and in few Words, by Virtue of 


the new Coinage, forty millions of 


O 


thoſe Bills, and other Paper Securities 
of different ſorts, were actually extin- 
guiſh'd, and the Circulation of Money 
once more re-eſtabliſh'd. | 

At the ſame time Care was taken to 
change the Money of Strasbourgh, 
coined by Virtue of the Edict of Oco- 
ber 1704, into ſuch new Specie as was 
only to be current in the Provinces of 


* Alſatia 


the Duke of OgLEaNns. 


* Alſatia and la Saar. Meaſures were 4n. 1716. 
{ likewiſe taken for redeeming the Poll NY 


© Tax, and other extraordinary Con- 
tracts were made, which in the whole 
© amounted to thirty millions. 

« The moſt 2 Affair, and tha 
© which gave the Government moſt 
Anxiety, was the exceſſive Price of 
© Grain, and by what means to provide 
© ſufficient Quantity for the Uſe of the 
Troops, at a time of ſo great Scar- 
city. 

© To remedy this, - an Impoſition 
' of. 557,900 Sacks of Corn was laid 
* upon each Province of the Kingdom, 
(which were carried with infinite 
' Riſque and Trouble to the ſeveral 
Magazines Noce for the Army. 
The Price of this Corn was from thirty 
' to forty Livres fer Sack, which has 
' ſince been paid by Piecemeal, and in 
different Years, out of the reſpective 
' Taxes levy'd upon each Province. 

Ihe bare Expence of Proviſions for 
this Year amounted to upwards of 
45,000,000 of Livres. But the Care 
* of the Government was not confined 
* to the Army alone ; there was a Ne- 
* ceflity of aug an Eye to Pari, and 
* of preventing the Scarcity of Corn 
from being too ſeverely felt in that 
(City, and in the other Provinces of 
: Y 2 the 
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Countries; one of which provided, 
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the Kingdom. In this View, Con- 
tracts were made with private Perſons tt 
for importing Grain from foreign i © fi 


that one hundred and twenty thouſand 
Quintals of Wheat (1.) ſhould be im. 


Quinra ported from the Coaſt of Barbary, and fi 
1s a Mee” the Iſlands of the Archipelago, to Tom. * tl 
raining on, Marſeilles and Cette, from whence Ml - a! 
19 * jt was to be brought by Land-Carriag MW © 0! 
Buſhels. to Paris; and another was for import. pl 
ing Wheat and other Grain from the ot 
North, by way of Dantsich. = 
© Several other Contracts were mad: MF di 
for bringing Grain from other Cour-W * th 
* tries, and it may be ſaid with Cont 
dence, that the Care taken upon tibi * 
© Occaſion did not only hinder any er I 
ceſſive Augmentation of the Price oi to 
£ Corn, but that even the Price to which 
© it had once riſen, was immediatchW * 
© leſſen'd, ſo ſoon as the Meaſures taken * (ig 
for ſupplying the Kingdom were mad Ft 
publick. ; 10 
The deplorable State of the Hen 
Nation in the Year 1709, ought nl 
© to be too eaſily effaced from any Man - 
© Remembrance. It demanded much 
greater Art and Application than 
© have yet taken Notice of, to inſpie © 
* rhe People with Courage, and provid R. 
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© the Exemption of Taxes 
© ſuch Officers as had been created ſince 
the firſt of Jaumamy 1689, whoſe Re- 
© venue was under ten beet Livres. 
For the ſame Reaſon a Diminution of 
ſix millions of Livres was granted to 
the People upon the Poll Tax of 1710, 
and ſoon after, upon ſettling the Taxes 
* of each Generality, his Majeſty was 
' pleaſed to grant a ſecond Abatement 
of near two millions. The Duties 
* upon Beef, Mutton and Wine, were 
diminiſh'd' at the ſame time; and for 
the ſame Reaſons. 


* * .# * * % * 
* 
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© The Expences of they Livres. 
ear 1709 amounted 221,110,647 
' to | 

The Several Sums a? 
' ſigned upon different (19914806 
Funds, to 

f Remainder to be * 21,961,628 


( ligned, - - 


© To anſwer * Ex-) | 
* pences, the ordinary „ / : 
f Revenues of 1709 pro- 38,162,827 


* duc'd no more than FEE MAS 
* Anticipat 


© With this View, the King ſuſpended 4s. 8 
granted to — 


4. 1716. Anticipated by At. 
e fignments upon the ſuc- 
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© ceeding Years as far asp 52,76 , 40 
1717 incluſive, the Sum ; wh 
© of | 


mmm 


90,924,231 


* 


© To provide for 
© Surplus of the Sums aſ-] 
«* ſigned, the Farmers of 
* the Poſt, the Tobacco, > 7,337,19; 
and others, were oblig'd 5 
© to pay ſeveral Sums in 
advance, amounting to J 


« for the reſt of the Aſ 
F Pune from the Farm] 
_ © of the Comptrollerſhip 
* of Notarial Acts, and 
from Contracts relating | 

to the Demeſns of the 
Crown; from the Re- f 100,887, 500 
* demption of the Clergy | 
and other private Per- 
© ſons from the Poll Tax,! 
and by Virtue of other | 
. 


© Provifion was yl 


Agreements, 


519 


5000 


the Duke of OfLEIS, 


Agreements, to the 4. 


mount of J 100,887,500 9 


Total 191,148,926 


— _———____ 


One important Obſervation to be 
made in this place, is, that the Aliena- 
tion of the Duty ariſing from the 
Comptrollerſhip of the Notarial Acts, 
' the Poll Tax of the Clergy, and the 
other laſt mention'd Funds, only re- 
ſpected the Years 1710 and 1711; ſo 
that, to ſpeak j , the Army and 
' the Government in general, may be 
aid to have been almoſt miraculouſly 
ſubſiſted during the Year 1709, by 
means of the Farmers of the Revenue, 
' the Receivers and others, who either 
ent their Money or their Credit, and 
have been ſince reimburs'd in Propor- 
tion as the different Funds have an- 
' fwered to the Treaſury. Th 

© The Re-coinage of the Money was 
' alſo of infinite Service, having actually 
' produc'd a Fund of 11,570,773 Livres, 
which were very uſefully employ'd for 
the Payment of the Army. 
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© We come now to the Year 1710; 
and when your Royal Highneſs re. 
fleas upon the Methods we were for. 


ced to take for the Support of the Go- 


vernment in 1708 and 1709, you will 
eaſily fee the Difficulty, rather let me 
ſay the Impoſſibility, of finding new 
Supplies for Support of the War, which 
was continu'd with more Animoſity 
than ever, after the taking of Tourna, 
and the ill Succeſs of the Battle of Mal. 
flaquet, Which was follow'd by the 
Loſs of Mons. a 2.6 

© In this Situation I advis'd the King 
to conſtitute a Board of twelve Gene- 
ral Receivers, for the Inſpection and 
Receipt of all the extraordinary Taxes, 


and alſo of ſuch new Funds as might 


hereafter be ſettled. It muſt be own'd 
the Receivers gave a Proof of their Af. 
fection for his Majeſty's Service upon 
this Occaſion. They declar'd that in 
charging themſelves with the Manage- 
ment of the extraordinary Taxes, they 
would be very far from detaining any 
Caſh in their Hands, in order to make 
an Advantage upon it; that they de- 
manded no Salary, and would be con- 


© tented with common Intereſt for tle 


C 
o 


Money they ſhould advance upon the 
Credit of the Funds; only they re. 
« quirC 


the Duke of OaLEANs. 
{ quir'd that the King ſhould be at the . N 


Charge of maintaining their 1. — 
Offices, both at Paris and in the ſeve- 
ral Provinces. 

pon this Plan they ſettled an Office 
' at Paris, with a Director and a Caſhier ; 
i and they may be ſaid to have ſet out 
with the Favour of the Publick, which 
vas the ſooner acquir'd, by how much 
' the People, — averſe to Exciſe- 
emen and Tax-Gatherers, did now 
believe, that thoſe who had the Di- 
' retion of the Revenue, and the Care 
' of collecting it, would reap no private 
Advantage from the Exerciſe of their 
Commiſſion, nor put the Subject to 
more Expences than were neceſſary. 
Jo foſter the good Opinion already en- 
 tertain'd of this new Eſtabliſhment, a 
great many Funds were throwa into it, 
and immediately iſſu'd again for the 
* Support of the current Service, which 
gave this Bank ſo great a Credit, and 
made it fo uſeful, that it may be ſaid 
to have ſupported the State, even to 
* the Month of April 1715. 

The Product of the Taxes commit- 
ted to the Management of the twelve 
Receivers, was little leſs than 68000000 
* of Livres, and the extraordinary Sums 
negociated by the ſame Perſons, a- 
mounted to 43,8 17,246, of which the 
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firſt was levied without any additional 
Charge or Vexation of the Subject, and 
in procuring the latter, there was fi. 
ved to the King and. the Nation 
11,000,698, which would have been 
expended in raiſing it upon the old 
Footing of one ſixth and two Sols fer 
Livre. | 

such was the Origin of this Bank, 
of which there remains no more to be 
ſa id, except that the twelve DireQors 
were to account with the Commiſſic- 
ners of the Treaſury, together with 
the Treaſurers of the caſual Revenue, 
and produce their Acquittances betore 
the Council of State, in the ſame man- 
ner as had always been practis'd by 
the Farmers of the Revenue. 

© Theſe Regulations having taken 
lace, it was high time to think of 
aying in Proviſions for the Troops, 
and Orders were iſſu d for that Purpoſe 
to the ſeveral Intendants of the King. 
dom. A Computation was made of 
the Quantity of Grain that would be 


requir'd for the Service of the Army, 


both whilſt it lay in Winter Quarters 
as well as during the Campain, and 
this amounted to 73 3,000 Sacks, which 


at thirty-five Livres per Sack, and the 


would ſtand the 


Expence of Carriage, 
| Government 


the Duke of Orueas. 


AA 


millions of Livres. 

All that was entruſted to the Com- 
miſſaries of the Stores upon this Occa- 
(ſion, was the Care of providing Wag- 
(gons, of grinding the Corn, and of 
moulding, baking and diſtributing the 
Bread, particulars never to be execu- 
ted without a great Expence, but at 
that time more chargeable than uſual, 
don account of the general Scarcity ; 
which makes it proper to remember in 
' this place, how much the exceſſive 
price of Grain augmented the Charge 
' of the Government in 1709 and 1710, 
above what it us'd to be in thoſe Years 
hen our Harveſt was plentiful. 

© In the Year 1710, the King thought 
fit to make ſome Advances in order to 
peace. The Mareſchal D*Uxelles and 
the Abbot Polignac, met the Dutch 
' Deputies at Gertruydenbergh; but the 
Conferences having ended without 
* Succeſs, the Campain went forward, 
and the Enemy having taken Douay, 
St. Venant, Bethune and Aire, we were, 
under the Neceſſity of finding freſh 
means for carrying on the War. 

© It would be impoſſible for me to 
name a Period of time in which the 
state of France was reduc'd to greater 
' Extremity than in this ConjunQure. 

£9 © The 


172 MEMOIRS of 


'#n. 1716.4 The Continuance of the War was in. tal 

M < deed more neceſſary than ever, by I an. 
© the Impotency of every Expedient that the 
© had been praQtis'd in the Management MW ant 
© of the Finances for two and twenty the 
© Years together, or rather the Impoſſ. MW hai 
© bility of finding a new one, made v; M' W. 
© juſtly diſpair of being able to ſupport ¶ bee 
. 


In this violent Situation divers Per. as 
© ſons were conſulted, and amongſt the ¶ the 
© reſt ſome of the general Receivers M* dud 
© and others who had been converſant i * ” 
© the Revenue, were called in, and pte. ann 
© ſented their ſeveral Schemes. There IM and 
© was a Neceſlity for ſettling an annual upc 
© Fund during the War, that ſhould he 
© entirely independant of the King's Re. * 
© venue, upon which all the Schemes Yea 
© hitherto practisd had intrench'd. This to 
© was long debated, and after the moſt 
© mature Deliberation, no Expediemt 1 
could be found fo proper as the Impo-W tici; 
F ſition of ten per Cent. upon all the Rex 
© Eſtates in the Kingdom, both real andi 3ot! 
* perſonal. on: 

* This Tax was order'd by a Declar-W 171 
tion of the ſeventh of Ofober 1710. It 135 
* was a Remedy of a very violent Na *© 1 

© ture, and ſuch as the Enemies of Franc ſign 

t © perſuaded themſelves would never take 

ö place: But when they ſaw the _ * of 4 
take 
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take part in the Neceſſity of the State, 4. 716. 
© and exert himſelf for its Relief; when 


they ſaw this Tax peaceably eſtabliſh'd, 
and collected without Oppoſition, they 
then began to conſider it as an inex- 
© hauſtible Fund for the Support of the 
War, and it may be truely ſaid to have 
been one of the principal Motives that 
induc'd our Enemies to think of Peace, 
das has fince been evident, both from 
their own Confeſſion and their Con- 
duct. | 

© To this ſucceeded the Reſolution to 
' annul all the anticipated Aſſignments, 
and to convert them into Annuities 
' upon the Town-Houſe of Paris. 


© The Expences of 00 


Livres. 
(ear 1710, amounted e 225,847,283 


to 


© The Aſſignments an- 
' ticipated upon the King's 
Revenue as far as the 
zoth of December 1713, 
* on account of the Year 
| 1710, amounted to 187,939, 820 

185,491,039. | 

: There — further aſ- 
ſign'd on the ſame Ac- 
count upon the Income 


' of 1714, 2,443,781. 


« Ard. 
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© Andatthe Concluſion 
© of the Year 1714, there 
© remain'd unpaid of 50 37790 
Expence of 1710 


Ihe great Sterility of the Year 1500 
© and the indifferent Harveſts that fol. 
* low'd in the two next Years, having 
 occaſion'd a very great Diminution in 
© his Majeſty's Revenues, the Arrears of 
© Annuities due upon the Fund of the 
© Town-Houſe of Paris, could not he 
« diſcharged fo regularly as uſual, nor 
© was it poſſible to pay more than 
fer Cent. of the Annuities themſelves 
* within the current Year. 

* 'This Delay gave room to apprehend 
* ſeditious Stirs on the part of the An- 
* nuitants ; but upon the whole, the Pub- 
lick being made ſenſible that the entire 
Product of the Farms was faithfully 
* applied to the Diſcharge of the Annui- 
© ties as far as it would extend, and that 
* Meaſures were carefully follow'd at 
* the ſame time for proſecuting ſeyeral 
Country Receivers, and for amaſſing 


© the Money which they had fraudulent- 


ly detained, the Annuitants ſhew'd 
* themſelves ſincerely affected with the 


* Exigencies of the State, and ſuffer d 


* the Delay with leſs Impatience w_ 
© co 
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175 


* could h be Qed fi 16. 
could have been expe rom 4. 17 


them. 


We were alſo forced to poſtpone the 


payment of the ſuperior Companies, 
the Cauſe of which was well known 
at that time, and will be eaſily remem- 
' ber'd by your Royal Highneſs ; how- 
lever, it will not be improper for me 
' to remark in this Place, that the Pro- 
duct of the general united Farms, which 
had been eſtimated communibus Annis 
at forty-ſix millions, produc'd no more 
in 1709 than thirty-one millions, and 
did not exceed forty millions in 1910. 


* We come now to the Years 1711 
and 1712, and the foregoing Explana- 
tion of the Funds which furniſh'd the 
* Expence of 1708, 1709 and 1710, will 
give your Royal Highneſs a ftrong Idea 
of the Difficulty there was to find new 
and ſufficient Expedients for continuing 
the ſame Expence for the future. The 
' Eſtabliſhment of ten per Cent. upon all 
the Eſtates of the Kingdom, fill'd us 
1 . © - © . 
with great Expectations, but it is evi- 

dent from Experience, that the utmoſt 


Produce of that Tax in one Vear, did 
neyer amount to twenty-four millions; 
ad as to the Penſions and other Money 
; Wuing out of the Treaſury, ſubject to 


a Diminution of ten per Cent. the Tax 
in 
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4s. 1716. © in that Caſe may be ſaid to haveleſſerq I the 
Ma the King's Expence, but produc'd no cci 
ready Money to anſwer the Wants of 

© the Government. ( ſig] 

© There was a Neceſſity then for eſtz MW* mi 

* bliſhing other Funds that ſhould bring I na! 

© a conſtant and regular ſupply into the N of 

© Treaſury ; and this was the Motive Ge: 

that determin'd the King to iſſue theM* the 

© Declaration of October 1710, which MI tan 

* ordained the Exchange of all Afign.W' tor 

© ments anticipated upon the Revenue the 

© of 1711, 1712 and 1713, for Secu ab! 

© ties of another Nature, in order i the 
create a general Circulation of Money Pol 
To ſpeak Truth, the new CoinagW' of 

© of 1909 having brought on the E Re 

© tinction of upwards of forty millions ma 


© in Paper Securities, very much facilitzW Tz 
ted the Execution of the King's Decl Qu 
ration, for enfranchiſing the Revenusſ 171 
* of thoſe three Years : But theſe Mer the 

* ſures, however good and neceſſaryſ am 

| © were attended with this ill Conke 
© quence, that they brought a total Di 
credit upon all Government Afſign 
ments, and the Diffidence entertain (.) 

* of them was ſo general and fo abſolute Popo. 
that when we came to raiſe the Sup} ndutt 

© plies for 1511, and even for 1912, Lx of 
Vas impoſſible to negociate any Secu 

© rities without making them payable n 
= 
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Meng the Bank of the twelve general Re- 4 1716. 
”d no ceivers. | WW 


Agreeable to this, the neceſſary Aſ- 
ſignments were entruſted by the Com- 


r eſa MW miſſioners of the Treaſury to the Ma- 
bring MW nagers of the Bank, upon the Receipt 
to the of their principal Caſhier Monſieur e 
lotive MI Gendre, bearing Promiſe to repay them 
je the the Value either in Money, or Acquit- 
which tances in Account; and this we were 
Mgr forced to ſubmit to, even for raiſing 
renus the Product of the moſt unexception- 
ecuri-M' able Funds in the Kingdom, ſuch as 
ler u the Arrears of the Taille (1.) and the 
ſoney i Poll-T'ax, as well as for the Advance 
ina of 18,000,000 of Livres, which the 
je H Receivers had been prevail'd upon to 
illiow i make upon the Credit of the Land- 
'cilitz i Tax of ten per Cent. due for the laſt 
Deck Quarter of 1710, and the whole Year 
venue 1711, the Product of this Fund being 
Mes then very uncertain, and the whole 
eſſar amount of it, in the nineteen Genera- 
Oonſe⸗ A a lities 
al Di 2 | 

\ fſign- Eo: 
tain dl (i.) The Tail: is an Aſſeſſment of every Subject in 
ſolutel Proportion to his Eſtate, whether real or perſonal ; 


with reſpe& to the Product of his Lands, his perſonal 
Induſtry, and his particular Commerce. The Land- 
Tax of ten per Cent. eſtabliſh'd by the Edict of Octobe- 
1710, may in ſome meaſure be conſider'd as an Aug- 
mentation of the Taille, which was firſt impoſed upon 
the Subjects of France by Charles VII. in 1444. 


e Sup⸗ 
12, it 
Secu 
ble by 
6 the 
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It is Py to obſerve, that in the 
© beginning of this Year, the King ha. 
« ving determin'd to aſſemble his Army 
; ror. the Graſs was long enough for 

«* Forage, his Majeſty commanded us to 
© lay up Magazines of Hay and Proven. 
der ſufficient to ſubſiſt the Cavalry for 
© fix Weeks; and this Expence, which 
ve were oblig'd to defray with ready 
© Money, amounted to 3,050,000 Livres, 
as may appear by a State of the Ac- 
count ſign'd by the late King. 

© In order to raiſe actual Funds, both 
for this and other current Expences, 
the Receivers were called upon to ad. 
* vance the firſt half Year's Revenue in 
ready Money, and to lend their Notes 
for the Eſtimate of the ſecond, which 
* being made payable in a few Months, 
were eaſily exchanged into Money; 
and by theſe means the Government ſa- 
ved a vaſt Diſcompt, which had hither- 
to been allowed to Bankers and Under- 
takers of all forts, for negociating the 
ordinary Aſſignments. 

* 'The Money arifing from hence was 
immediately paid into the Receivers 
Bank, and agreeable to the firſt Pro- 
« ject, other Funds were thrown in, on 
* purpoſe to enhance its Credit; parti 

© cularly 
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© ticularly the free Gifts of the Cities, 4 1716. 
the additional Duty upon the Inſpetors V 


© of Drinkables, with the Money ariſing 
from Grants and Patents, which toge- 
ther produc'd clear of all Charges, the 
© Sum of 3,068.065 Livres. 

© The Neceſſities of the Government 
being extreamly urgent, the late King 
{ iſu'd his Orders for accepting certain 
' Propoſitions that came from private 
' Perſons for advancing a conſiderable 
(Sum; and in Conſequence of this, 
there was actually rais'd a Fund of 
# 5,260,000 Livres in Money and Notes, 
the latter amounting to no more than 
(823, oo Livres, which were repaid in 
i Aſſignments bearing no Intereſt, 

In the beginning of the ſame Year 
'1717, the King having ſummon'd a 
* Convocation of the Clergy, for ſettling 
the Tax of ten per Cent. upon the Lands 
and Revenues of the Church, they 
made his Majeſty an Offer of 8,000,000 
by way of Compoſition, which it was 
thought proper to accept. 

The Order of Malta, and the Biſhop- 
' ricks of Metz, Toulon, Verdun and Per- 
' pignan, compounded the fame Tax at 
' 142,000 Livres; and the Province of 
Alſatia, with the City of Strasbourgh, 
at 2,000, 973. 
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* Theſe ſeveral Funds produced very n 
© near the Sum of one hundred mil. M o 
© lions, h 

* Your Royal Highneſs has ſeen what * a 
was done for ſettling the Land-Ta, et 
© and the Conſequence of that Eſtabliſh. tl 
ment. By the Edict which ordained Ml © P. 
this Impoſition, the Crown had in 21 re 
© manner x 92" it ſelf from the Pri. | T 
© vilege of laying any additional Duty K 
* upon the People: yet there was an ur li 
gent Demand for more Money, and in ve 
Obedience to this Neceſſity, we wer w. 
* forced to have Recourſe to new Expo. M 
5 dients. WA 
© By an Edict of the 26th of Jann Ml © up 
* 1712, there was decreed an AugmerW * 
* tation of three Deniers (1.) per Livre © pl: 
upon the whole Amount of the Tail, of 
* the Product of which would be 410,c00 | vir 
Livres fer Annum; and the Deſign for 30 
* which this Tax was more immediatelyM ſhe 
* impoſed not having taken place, it waſh the 
thought proper to convert it into ali wa 
Fund for the Payment of freſh Annu per 
ties, which were granted at twelve jr} the 
Cent. for thirteen Years. By another * anc 


Edict in the Month of June, more An 
, 0 C & 2 d 
nuitie 
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(1.) A Denier is a ſmall Braſs Coin, weighing tu 
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hundred thouſand Livres per Aunum: 
and to give both theſe Funds the great- 
' er Credit, they were diſtinguiſh'd from 
the Annuities of the Town-Houſe of 
Paris, which had lately fallen into Diſ- 
reputation; and Monſieur Belanger, 
i Treaſurer of the Seal, a Man of good 
Repute and well known to the Pub- 
lick, was appointed to manage the Re- 
venues aſſign'd for their Diſcharge, 
' which was to take place every ſix 
Months, with Preference to all other 
* Aſſignments and ContraQts anticipated 
au © upon the Taille. 
Part of the Money Bills already com- 
Lire © plain'd of, with the promiſſory Notes 
Taile © of five Years ſubſiſted ſtill, and it ha- 
0,000 ving been declar'd by an Order of the 
zn foil © oth of November 1711, that theſe 
ater} © ſhould be abſolutely null and void on 
it wa the firſt of March 1712, a Declaration 
ato was publiſh'd on the 6th of Febrzary, 


nn * permitting the Proprietors to bring 
ve u them in during the reſt of that Month, 
other and exchange them for new Securities, 


provided they furniſh'd one Moiety in 
ready Money. | 

* About this time ſeveral Traders ha- 

* ving Advice of the Arrival of a large 

Quantity of Bullion, which they could 

| ; not 


© nuities were created upon the Credit 4. 1716. 
of the Taille, to the Amount of five v 
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27. 1715. not poſſibly bring into the Mint befor 
( the firſt of February, when the Diminu. 


© tion already mention'd was to take 
place, five ſeveral Edicts were publiſh'q 


© permitting them to bring in the faid 


Bullion upon the antient Footing til 
© the firſt of January 1713. And laſtly, 
© in order to compleat the Exchange of 
the old Coin, and the Mintage of ſuch 
Bullion as remain'd in the Kingdom, 


© his Majeſty by an Edict in December 


1712, relinquiſh'd his own Profit, and 
© order'd that all the old Species and 
Plate of every kind ſhould from thence 
forward be received into the Mint for 
© its full Value. 


The Expences of the 
Government in 1711 | 
according to Warrants > 264,012,881 
© ſigned by his Majeſty, 
© amounted to 


© But if we deduct the? , 

© Sumof — 5 46,165,094 
* for whicha Warrant had} 
been iſſu'd on Account 
of former Services, bu. 
* was neither received nor, 217,847,787 
* expended in this Year, 
* then the actual Expence 
of 1711 muſt be eſtima- 
* ted at | 


- 2 


— * a 
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The Aſſignments iſſu- 
© ed on Account of theſe 


« Expences to the firſt of Þ 167,076,582 
December 1713, amount-\ 


ed to 
8 The Remainder of. 
© this Year's Expence, an- 
 ticipated upon the In-> 50, 771, 163 
come of 1714 and 1715, 
(was 


The Warrants aged 
'by his late Majeſty for 

the Year 1712, . 2493791947 
ed to 


8811 I Sums . 
* upon the ſeveral Funds 
to the 3 iſt of December, 2735892 


' to 


094 Wl © The Remainder to 


| 'be anticipated as before 
upon the Revenues 5; 37-976, 845 


1714 and 1715, was 


The 
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. 1716, © Your Royal Highneſs will have ob- me 
OY Ve feryd, that the violent Expedients to Ex 

© which we were forced to have Re. M* Bai 
courſe in the Management of the Re. tar 
venue, were ſuch as muſt inevitably ing 
bring on the Deſtruction of the State. Cr: 
The late King and his Miniſters were MI © anc 
extreamly ſenſible of this; but the War me 
continu'd, and there was a Neceſſity MW * ! 
for inventing new Projects to ſupply this 
the Charge of the ſucceeding Campain M* 24 
in the Year 1713, which we are now MW fro! 
about to give an Account of. * nev 


© Upon the Hopes of an approaching 


. TT TT 


the Army, and all others concern'd in} by 1 
Disburſements on account of the muc 
Troops, immediately to the Commi? i that 
ſioners of the Treaſury. The Pa- fubn 
ments were to conſiſt of one part u D 
ready Money, and the Remainder i for 
© Aſſignments upon the unalienatel 
© Funds of 1712, and by way of Antic-W the 

* pation upon the Revenues of 74 and Lan, 

1715; 


© Peace, different Meaſures had been { ¶ ceiv 
© on Foot for railing the Credit of the ¶ two 
© Aſſignments, in Conformity to the Liv: 
© Declaration of the twelfth of September ¶ fror 
© 1711. Amongſt other things, it had Aſſi 
© been propos'd to revive the antient MW rers 
© Courſe of the Revenue, and to com- wer 
© mit the Payment of the Treaſurers of MW char 
c 
— 
0 
0 
@ 


tient 
com- 
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41715. But this Scheme was much 4. 1716. 


more eaſy in the Projection than in the 
Execution. The Aſſiſtance of the 
(Bankers was neceſſary to make Remit- 
tances to the Army, and they, accord- 
ing to Cuſtom, refus'd to lend their 
Credit without the uſual Diſcompt, 
cand a large Intereſt upon the Aſſign- 
ments ofler'd them by the Treaſury. 


© Methods were conſulted for ſaving 


this Expence ; and by an Edict in 945 
"mary 1713, reh an Exemption 
from a part of the Taille, which Edict 
nevertheleſs it was afterwards thought 
* mproper to execute, the General Re- 
* ceivers were prevail'd upon to make 
two Advances, amounting to 9,608,320 
Livres, which were reimburs'd to them 
from the ordinary Revenues ; and the 
Aſfignments given out to the Treaſu- 
ters of the Army and the Bankers, 
were at leaſt two thirds of them ex- 
changed for promiſſary Notes drawn 
by the ſame Receivers, which very 
much leſſen'd the Diſcompt and Intereſt 
that the Crown mult otherwiſe have 

' ſubmitted to. 
© Different Contracts had been made 
for ſupplying the Army with Proviſi- 
* ons, and Corn had been ſtored up in 
the frontier Places bordering upon 
' Flanders, to the Amount of 230,000 
Bb Livres, 
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4n. 1716. Livres, and proportionably in the Pro-. 
vinces of Aſatia and Dauphine. 8 

he Peace had been concluded with . ; 


« England, Holland, Pruſſia and Sicily . 
© on the 11th of Afr]; but the War ſtil . f 
went on with the Emperor and the .. 
* Empire. Our Any took Landau and 5 
« Fribourg ; but as all our Forces now. F 
-* ated upon the Rhine, there was a Ne. 6 
« ceſſity for making a freſh Expence for MI , ? 
* tranſporting the Corn already ſpoken of, Ml , n 
© from the Neighbourhood of Handen WM © 
into Alſatia, and for buying more in. 
© that Province for the Subſiſtance of 1 
no leſs than one hundred and fifty thou M , © 
* ſand Men during the whole Campain, Wl , 5 
Jo anſwer theſe and many other De. 
© mands, ſeveral Duties and Revenue M , ” 
« were alienated to the Provoſt of t . ® 
Merchants and the Sheriffs of Lions in 7 
* Conſideration of 2,160,000 Livres in + 
, 


ready Money. 
© The Creation of Annuities upon the 
Taille, as I have already mention'd, to 
the Amount of five hundred thouſand 
Livres at twelve per Cent. had been 
attended with Succeſs, and the Princt 
1 bar amounting to fix millions, had 
© been brought into the Treaſury in ths 
© Natureof a Loan, which was to be re 
21 in thirteen Years. The Clerg 


ad been wrought upon to com 
[4 the 


K KX _R_« 


red 


the Duke of Ox LEARN s. 


« the fame kind of Annuities in 1711 and 
« 1712, for redeeming the Poll-Tax, to- 
« oether with the Land-Tax of ten per 
Henk. and the Publick having boughe 
them up with a great deal of Eagerneſs, 
this determin'd the Government to cre- 
ate more Annuities upon the Taille; 
but notwithſtanding they were imme- 
© diately diſpos'd of and paid for, the 
Supplies ariſing from theſe Expedients 
(were by no means ſufficient to anſwer 
the Demands of the Government. 

It was therefore reſolv'd to augment 
the Taille with a Tax of 1,250,000 
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Livres per Aunum, which being decla- 


rpetual and hereditary by an 
Flick in O-tober 1713, Was SS 
made a Fund for borrowing fourteen 
millions of Livres at five per Cent. up- 
' on the promifſary Notes of Monſieur 
e Gendre, endors'd by the general Re- 
* celvers. 
* Frauce had made up her Quarrel 
with a part of her Enemies, and tho? 
the War continu'd with the Emperor 
and Empire, there was Reaſon to be- 
 lieve that an end would be put to it in 
da little time, and that the Peace would 
become univerſal. In this Situation it 
vas our Duty to think upon two things 
in themſelves very diflerent : We were 
to take proper Methods for maintain- 
| Bb 2 ing 
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ing the War, and at the ſame time to 
make the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for the 
Re- eſtabliſhment of the Finances when 
the Peace ſhould be concluded. Your 
Royal Highneſs has already ſeen what 
was done for the Support of our Arms; 
T have now the Honour to acquaint 
you with the Meaſures that were ſet on 
Foot in the Courſe of this Year, with 
a View to repair the broken State of 
the Finances after the Peace. 

* In the firſt place his Majeſty put an 
end to all Alienation of the Crown 
Lands; Commerce was reviv'd with 
England and the United Provinces, and 
the Dutch Ships were diſcharg'd from 
the Duty of fifty Pence per Tun, which 
had hitherto heen a very great Clogto 
the Navigation of the Bollander. 

In the fame View the King ſuppref 
ſed the Augmentation of the Duty 

ranted to the Inſpectors of the Sham- 
bles, which amounted to three Pence 
for each Ox, and in Proportion for 
other Cattle. The Augmentation grant. 
ed to the Inſpectors of Drinkables at 
the rate of twenty Livres per Hogſhead, 
was alſo taken off, and the Duties that 
ſubſiſted before the Augmentation, 
were now converted into Farms, whicl 
in a certain Number of Years would 
diſcharge the ſeveral Sums a 

| A been 


(i.) N 
bet ier Or 
or two 
ſpoken + 


Ingliſh 1 
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been at any time advanc'd, either up- 4. 1716. 
© on the Augmentation, or the Duties 


that were prior to it. The Augmen- 
tation upon the Tolls, a Duty very 
{ detrimental to Commerce, underwent 
the fame Fate; and to ballance this, 
the Alienation of the Duty upon Oil 
was revok'd, and made a Farm for 
( diſcharging the Sums that had been ad- 
vanc'd upon either of theſe Funds. 

© Beſides theſe, his Majeſty order'd a 
© Diminution of three Pence in the Price 
' of each Minot of Salt (1.) that ſhould 
be fold out of the Royal Granaries of 
France and Dauphine, after the firſt of 
OHober 1713. And laſtly, the King 
was pleas'd to revoke the Alienation 
that had been made in 1710, of the 
Duty levy'd upon Notarial Acts. The 
product of this Tax had always been 
' extremely uncertain : In 1708 it was 
let out at 2,200,000 Livres, and the 
' Undertakers had made no Scruple to 
' advance two hundred and forty thou- 
and Livres upon ſigning the Leaſe. 
' At preſent freſh Annuities were created 


* upon 


- * Y y * "WS * * F * 9 


(i.) The Minot of France contains one fourth of the 
bttier or Sextier, a Meaſure equal to eight Paris Pints, 
or two Engl: Gallons : ſo that the Abatement here 
ſpoken of, was at the Rate of ſix Pence per Gallon of 
Ingliſþ Meaſure. 
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. 1716. upon this Fund to the Amount of 
VV « fittcen thouſand Livres at ſixteen pe 
Cent. and we found the means to ſet « @ 
6 it at three millions per Aunum, which 
« were appropriated for the Security of 


( A 

© the Farmers, reſerving nine hundred 1 
* thouſand Livres of the annual Product, MI « j, 
as a ſinking Fund for the Diſcharge of MW v 
© the principal Sums. 
Ihe Succeſs of theſe Regulations MW « 7 
was the more remarkable, as it was th 
productive of no Inconvenience in the be 
Meaſures that had been taken for car- v 
* rying on the War; a Miſchief very be 
much to be apprehended from the WM he 
© ſmalleſt Innovation at ſo difficult a 1 1. 
Conjuncture; and we had this addi. "1 
* tional Satisfaction, that in all our Al- th 
* terations, whether we ſuppreſs'd or in. R 
* corporated, the ſame Funds were (till MW 9 
6 fulſcient for paying off all that had MI « 
© been borrow'd upon them by the « v 
Crown, and when this was done, hs WE « 
* Majeſty's Revenue would be conſiders W «© a 


* bly augmented. 

© The Annuities of the Town-Houſ 28 
© of Paris had at different times been ve- ¶ he 
© ry much encreaſed, in order to raiſe p. 


| * ſufficient Fund for cancelling the Mo- tc 
| © ney-Bills, which gave Riſe to Extor- « 
tion, and were of very great Prejudice « 5, 
to Commerce. But the Sterility ol 3 
* 1709, | 


the Duke of OxLeans. 19 
© 1709, and the Scarcity of the ſucceed- 4. 1716. 
( ing Years, having, as is already ob- 
© ſery'd, occaſion d a very great Diminu- 
tion of his Majeſty's Revenues, thoſe 
{ Annuities could not be paid fo regu- 
( arly as uſual, inſomuch that ar the 
(latter end of 1713, the Proprietors 
were two whole Years in Arrear. 

Jo prevent the Accumulation of this 

Debt, and to aſcertain the Condition of 
the Annuitants, the King thought pro- 
i per to order, that for the future the 
© whole Amount of the Annuities ſhould 
© be diſcharg'd every ſix Months, as 
' had been practis'd before the Year 
41709. 

t conſidering the late Increaſe of 
' the Annuities, and the ill State of the 
Revenue, it was impoſſible to com- 

' ply with this Regulation; whetefore 
by an Edict in October 1 th 3, the King 
was pleaſed to ordain, that freſh Con- 
tracts ſhould be paſſed for the whole 
Amount of the Annuities at an Intereſt 
* of fifteen per Cent. diſtinguiſhing ſuch 
* as were purchas'd with ready Money 
before the firſt of Jarnary 1102, the 
* Principal of which was preſerved entire 
to the Proprietors, with the Addition 
© of the two Years Arrears ; whereas 
* ſuch as had been acquir'd by Money 


* Bills and other Securities ſince the 
Month 
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4». 1716. < Month of April 1706, were reduc'd to 
WY < three fifths, with the ſame Addition 


© of the two Years Intereſt in Arrear. 

© This Edict occaſion'd a great deal of 
© murmuring, but at the ſame time it 
© was 8 executed, which could 
© not fo eaſily have been done, had we 
© ſtaid till the Peace had been general. 
Ihe immediate Conſequences of it were 
© a Diminution of the Annuities, to the 
© Amount of near fourteen millions of 
Livres, which muſt have been regu- 
* larly paid at the Town-Houſe ; the 
© State of the Annuitants was aſcertain'd; 
* and by reſcinding two fifths of thoſe 
* Annuities which had been acquir'd by 
Paper Securities ſince the Year 1706, 
the Kingdom was diſcharg'd of about 
* thirty-five millions. 

To this ſucceeded ſeveral other Re- 
© gulations, and the Reduction which 
© had taken Place with Reſpect to the 
* Annuities, was a ruling Precedent for 
© the reſt that follow'd. 


The Expences of the: Livres. 
* Year 1713 amounted to S 211,697,672 


© The Sums aſſigned to | 
the 3iſt of December 18, 383,952 


_ * 1703, to 


* Remainder 
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d to An. 1716. 


tion © Remainder unprovi- 

. ded for at the Expiration. 33,313,720 

all of Hof 1713. 

e it 

ould © It muſt alſo be obſer- 

Ae ved, = on ae 

eral. ments which took Place 

vere Wl © within the current wach 147,495,060 

the Wl * amounted to no more 

s of than | | 

the il * Anticipated upon the 

10 nticipated upon t 

nd; Income * 5 31,28 5,592 

hoſe 

| by — — 

706, Total 178,383,952 

Out — 

Re- * I come now to 1714, and though 

ich Wl © there was no Army in the Field, yet 

the WW © the Expence of the Troops was the 

tor fame that it had been in the foregoing 
Tears. The Treaty of Raaſtat conclu- 
* ded on the 6th of March, was ſucceed- 

. ed by the Congreſs of Baden, for ne- 

572 gociating a ſolemn Peace between the 

King, the Emperor and the Empire, 

which was ſign d upon the 7th of Sef- 

132 tember, and the Ratifications of it ex- 
chang'd on the 28th of Oftober follow - 

* ing. But in the mean time no part of 


Ce Our 
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As. 1716.* our Expence was abated, though we 
had not one ſingle Fund unalienated, 
and thus we were forc'd as before, to 
have Recourſe to Art and Stratagem 
for the Subſiſtance of the Army and 
the State during the Courſe of thi 
Year. 

© The only Expedient that could be 
found for beginning the Supply, was 
to make Uſe of the additional Tax of 
1,250,000 Livres, with which rhe Tx 
ille had been augmented by the Edid 
of October 1713; and to fave the uſual 
Charge that attended the collecting of 
every Tax, both to the King and his 
Subjects, his Majeſty was pleas'd to 


G 


twelve general Receivers, who were 
prevail'd upon to advance their Notes 
upon the Credit of it to the Amount of 
fourteen millions, which, as I have 

before obſerv*d, were eaſily negociated 
at five per Cent. 

* The fame Receivers were induc d to 
make a ſecond Advance of their Notes 
upon the Revenue of the current Yea!, 
which were alſo negociated at five pr 
Cent. and being added to the former, 
produc'd about twenty-ſix millions c 
Livres. 
In the Month of March the King 


created more Annuities upon the Taille 
to 


ST BI % r 9 T9” WY Wy 
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=” 


leave this to the Management of the 


the Duke of OrLeans. 


195 


to the Amount of five hundred thoy- 4. 1716. 


and Livres, which was the fourth 
* Conſtitution of this kind; and theſe 
being immediately bought up, produ- 
ced a Fund of fix millions. 

It is proper to obſerve in this place, 
that divers Aſſignments having been 
{ iſu'd ſince the Declaration of the ſe- 
yenth of October 1710, and others re- 
maining unacquitted which had been 
draw for the Service of former Years, 
the Proprietors now propos'd to ex- 
change them for new Securities in the 
Name of /e Gendre, Caſhier to the ge- 
' neral Receivers, part of which fhould 
' conſiſt in — Ha Notes, payable 
one under another, and the reſt in Aſ- 
ſignments upon the Salt Duties, or in 
{ Annuities for Life at fifteen per Cent. 
which being judg'd advantageous for 
the King's Service, le Gendre had Or- 
ders to iſſue his Notes bearing no In- 
' tereſt; and this was no ſooner tranſ- 
' ated, than the Dutcheſs of Savoy, the 
Electors of Bavaria and Cologne, Meſ- 
* fieurs Bernard, Hogguers, and other 
Bankers to whom the Crown was in 
' Debt, defir'd alſo to exchange their 
* Aſſignments for Securities of the fame 
Nature. 

Le Gendre's Notes bearing Intereſt, 
| were alſo paſs'd to the Banker Je Mewve 

GC 2 for 
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for no leſs than ſix millions of Livres, 
which he had advanc'd for the Service 


of the Army. 
« Several more of the ſame Profeſſion, 


Agents of the Clergy, and other pri- 
vate Perſons, having offer'd conſidera. 
ble Loans to the Crown, a part to con- 


© ſiſt in Aſſignments dated ſince the De- 


claration of the ſeventh of October 
1713, and the Remainder in ready 
Money, ſome of them were accepted, 
and many more refus'd, becauſe, to 
ſpeak Truth, ſuch only were receiy'd 
as appear'd moſt advantageous for his 
Majeity's Service, and leaſt profitable 
for the Propoſer. The King was plea- 
ſed to explain himſelf very frankly up- 
on this Occaſion, and declar'd, that if 
the Propoſers made their Advantage 
upon the Paper, it was alſo his Intereſt 
to raiſe Money for anſwering the cur- 
rent Expences, by ſuch Methods as 
would at the fame time leſſen his Debts: 
And here it muſt be remember'd with 
Relation to theſe motley Advances, 
that in all our Contracts we only al. 
low'd Intereſt for ſo much as was to 


be paid in ready Money, and always 


refusꝰd it for tlie Aſſignments. 
© It was propos'd to pay off ſuch of , 
Gendre's Notes as were not endors'd 


by the Receivers, with the Funds that 
[4 
well 
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vent through his Hands; but there 4+. 2716, 
was not Time for executing this 


Project. All the Money that could 
poſſibly be devoted to the Payment of 
the Army and the Servioe of the State, 
vas thrown into the Receiver's Bank, 
and amongſt other Funds was that of 
ſixteen millions of Livres defign'd for 
the Payment of Annuities, which had 
' it remain'd in the Hands of Monſieur 
' de la Garde, would have been one 
third diminiſh'd by the Reduction al- 
ready ſpoken of. 

If we conſider the forlorn State of 
the Revenue in the ſeveral Years I have 
mention'd, we ſhall readily agree upon 
two Points. 

* Firſt, that being reduc'd to live by 
borrowing, there was a neceſſity that 
' the ſeveral Contracts and Bargains 
ſhould paſs through other Hands than 
' thoſe of the Commiſſioners of the 
' Treaſury. Secondly, that all our At- 
fairs have been tranſacted with the ut- 
moſt Thrift and OEconomy, conſider- 
ing the Scarceneſs of the Times: And 
to this I may add, that the Receiver's 
Bank was manag'd with ſo much Care 
and Circumſpection, as rais'd a ſuffi- 
' cient Credit for ſupporting the State 
from the firſt of January 1710, to the 
Month of April 1715; and the Diſre- 

putation 
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. 1716. * putation into which this Bank after. 

. — fell, was owing to the Neceſſity 
© we were under of advancing the fo]. 
© lowing Sums, at a JunQure when 
© Money grew ſcarcer than ever ; and 
* this it was impoſſible to redreſs during 
* the four Months which the late King 
© liv'd after it firſt came into Diſcredit. 


© yances which took place/ 


© The ich ook he) « 
in March and April 1715,\ 


© forArrearsof theordina- 2,600,000 « q 
« ry Sublidy paid to the 
© EleQor of Bavaria, was 
. [4 
© To the Elector of? 12 
« Cologne | F 200,000 * 
[4 
© To the 2 ' 1 
© Subſidy ſtipulated for the Pen 
6 Electol 1 — by hf 0 A 
© the Treaty of 1714, Fi 
© To the Subſidy of OS 
4 7 OF 900 © 


— 


5,700,000 


The 


5 
\lity 
fol. 
vhen 
and 
wing 
King 
it. 


,000 


2,000 


0,000 


the Duke of OL EAS. 


© his Majeſty for the Diſ- 
© burſements of 1714, a- 
mounted to 


© The Orders ſign'd by 
8 13,529,630. 


© Aſhgn'd in part du- 
ring the Courſe of that & 97,284,948 
ear, 


n 


2 — 


* Remainder unprovi- 0 116,244,682 


© ded for, 


The Changes that follow'd upon the 
late King's Death, have hinder'd me 
from compleating my Account of the 
ear 1714, and the eight firſt Months 
* of 1715, all the Regiſters having been 
* tranſmitted to thoſe who were appoint- 
ed to inſpect the Management of the 
Finances. | 


The Orders ſign'd by) 
* his Majeſty for the Ex- 
* pences and Disburſe- 
ments of ſeven Years, >1533,201,176 


from the firſt of Jauu- 


* ary 1708, to the thirty- 
© firſt of December 1714, 
amount to J 


— — 


Therefore 


4. 1706. 
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4. 1716. 


A 


a © 


a 


Thereforethe conſtant- 
© Charge of the Govern- 
© ment, communibus Au- 
ni, muſt be eſtimated 
* at . 


The ordinary Reve-) 
© nues of the Crown, add- 
© ed to the Poll-Tax, and 
© the Impoſition of ten! 
© ber Cent. produc'd no f 7 290,000 
© more one Year with 
another, free of Deduc- 
© tions, than j 


© So that 8 to 
this Calculation thereg | _,, 02 
was every Lear a Defi- 44,023,027 


219,023,027 


— 


— 


7 20 
Pt 


ra K = 


The whole Deficien- 
cy of the ſeven Years e 1008, 16 1, 10 
amounted to | 


The ſeveral Advances] 
made upon anticipated | 
Aſſignments ; the Bene- 
© fits ariſing from the 
© Mintage, and from the 
* Clergy's Redemption of | 
© the Poll-Tax, with the 


* 


c teq 


2,000 


3-027 


1,199 


c ten 


the Duke of OrLeans. 
© ten per Cent. Lahd-Tax; | 
the Redemption of other 
© Societies, and of private 
© Perſons from the ſame 691,660, 363 
( Taxes; the Altenations, | 
Creations of new Annu- 
ities, and all other Exe 
pedients made uſe f in] 
© the Management of rhe| 
Revenue, produc'd no 
more than J 


6 The 1 

provided for at the Con- 
cluſion of the Year 1714, ( 3 a 6,540, 8 13 
(was | | 


© In Obedience to the Declaration of 
the ſeventh of December 1715, ordain- 
ing that the ſeveral Securities at any 
time iſſu'd for the Service of the State 
ſhould be audited, the Proprietors 
brought them before the Commiſſio- 
ners appointed for that Service, and 
* upon the Reviſion which was made be- 
' tween the 2oth of December 1715, and 
' the 31ſt of Jaxuary 1716, there was 
found to exiſt, ' 


*: -.._ 168 © In 
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( 
8 
© In promiſſory Notes n 
of the Bank of Loans, 

© to the Amount of | * 
: 14%½53 5,03. 179,920, | 
In . by mum bi 

« Monſieur Le Genare, tc 
c 32,284,961.) | ; 


© In Ordinances up- 

on the Treaſury, 

. 311,894,388. 3 11, 894,389 
In Aſſignments up- 0 

© on the ſame, 81,955,006. 


In Debentures for the 
© Extraordinary of the | 
Army. 52,3 19,5 13. 61,260,208 
© In Navy Debentures. 
f 8,950, 695. 


© Total 553,094,630 


Ihe two laſt Articles] 
© are to be deducted out 
© of this Sum, as being 
part of the Ordinances 
and Aſſignments on the $49 1,814,423 
© Treaſury ; ſo that the 
Amount of the revis'd 


Securities 


034 


388 


422 


ities 


the Duke of OrLEans. 
' Securities muſt be eſti- of 
* mated at 1 491,814,422 


© The Paper Dos ex- 
« iſting at the 2oth of H- 
* bruary 1708, LE TOR 
to | | 


© Debt on the firſt of Sep- 


tember 1715, exceeded 


80 that the 1 
the Paper Debts as they 8,970, 361 
' ſtood in 1708, no more 


than by the Sum of 


And it muſt be alſo obſerv'd, that 
' of the 32,284,961 Livres which was 
the whole Amount of le Gendre's Secu- 
' rities, - near four millions conſiſted in 
Annuities for Life, and in Aſſignments 
upon the Salt Duties. 1 


From the Explanation I have here 
given your Royal Highneſs concerning 
the Expences of the State during ſeven 
' Years, it is evident, R 

EFirſt, that the Expence of each Year 
could not poſſibly be provided for by 
the annual Revenues, nor by all the 
' Expedients we could put in Practice. 


Dd 2 « Secondly, 
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* in former Years. 


dinary that were 1mpos'd upon them; 
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© Secondly, if we . the Paper bl 
Debts as they ſtood on the firſt of dc. }W © w 
tember 1715, with thoſe that exiſted a 


on the firſt of January 1708, it will he N 

evident that the Revenue has been ad. no 
miniſtred during that Interval with all fo 
poſſible OEconomy and Prudence. 


* Thirdly, it will appear that our Ex- 
pences were much augmented by the 
Sterility of 1709, above what they were 


© Fourthly, the Severity of the Winter 
in that fatal Year having deſtroy'd the 
Olive-Trees, the Cheſnuts, and other 
Fruit-Trees, which brought an ineſti- 
mable Loſs upon thoſe Provinces that 
ſuffer'd under this Calamity ; the Mor- 
tality of the Cattle, and the overflow- 
ing of the Rivers, attended with inf 
nite Damage; to which we may add the 
Epidemical Diſtempers that rag'd in 
France, had diſabled the People to pay 
the ſeveral Taxes ordinary and extraor- 


and this induc'd the late King to remit 
ſeveral Impoſitions, as I have already 
mention'd ; beſides which, his Maje- 

gave conſiderable Sums to the Br: 
ſhops for the Relief of the Poor, which 
though very ſeaſonable, and highly be- 
coming his Majeſty's Greatneſs and 


Beneficence, were however 6 
© ble 


the Duke of OrLeanNs. 


ble Drawbacks upon the Revenue, 4. 1746. 
{ whilſt the current Expence demanded SWW 
a greater Supply than ever. 


« Fifthly, it may be obſerv'd, that 
© notwithſtanding all the foregoing Miſ- 
( fortunes, we found the means to diſ- 
charge and ſuppreſs ſeveral Debts which 
( exiſted on the firſt of January 1708, 
and after having ſupported the Expence 
' of ſeven Campains, diſtinguiſh'd with 
Loſſes and unfortunate Events, the 
* Debt of the Crown on the firſt of Sep- 
tember 1715, Was little more than 
' equal to that which ſubſiſted on the 
' firſt of January 1708. | | 

© Sixthly, all the Expences order'd by 
the late King, were regulated: without 
the Privity of the Comptroller Gene- 
' ral : Thoſe of the Army, the Navy 
and the Penſions, were ſettled between 
his Majeſty and the ſeveral Secretaries 
* of State, according to their different 
' Provinces. The Comptroller General 
vas directed by all ways and means to 
find out the neceſſary Funds for ſupply- 
ing the current Expence. He had it 
not in his Power to refuſe any thing, 
dor to abandon his Poſt ; and upon this 
* Occaſion your Royal Highneſs will ad- 
mit me to call upon thoſe who were 
' moſt nearly acquainted with the late 

King's Government, to ſpeak the Ju 
i | - tice 
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. 1716. tice that is due on this Account, to 
a the Perſon whom his Majeſty had cho. 
« ſen for the Execution of fo perplexing 
and difficult a Miniſtry. | 

© A Reflection ſtill more forcible, and 
© to which nothing can be anſwer'd, is, 
© that the War was carry'd on and ſup- 
© ported by Enemies ſtrongly united, 
« extreamly exaſperated againſt France, 
© and whoſe Deſigns were no leſs than to 
conquer the Kingdom, and divide it 
© amongſt themſelves. 0 

© Weare at this time of day ſufficient- 
ey acquainted with the Project they had 
; —ç d to cut themſelves a Paſſage thro 
* France, in order to force the King of 
© Spain to abandon his Dominions. 

* Monſieur & Torcys Journey to the 
Hague, and the Conferences of Ger- 
© traydenberg, had made all Exrope ac: 
© quainted with the Deſigns of our Ene- 
mies, and ſhewn the Impoſhbility of 
© procuring Peace at that JunQure, 
* There was an abſolute Neceſſity then 
* for continuing the War. The ill State 
© of the Kingdom was known to all the 
© World. We had no Choice of Expe- 
© dients, nor had we time to deliberate; 
© all that could be done was inſtantly to 
put in Practice all ſuch Methods 2 
might bring in Money without open then 
« Violence to the Subject, The $i 12 
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( of the State conſiſted ſolely in Peace, 4. 1216. 


« and Peace has been happily and glori- 


{ ouſly obtain'd, even contrary. to our 
Expectations. Far from blaming ſuch 
{ Meaſures as the Violence and Neceſſi- 
ty of the Times oblig'd us to employ, 
© ought we not to praiſe thoſe Miniſters 
(who in ſo diſaſtrous a Conjuncture, 
and ſo uncertain a Situation, had Cou- 
rage enough to confront the Danger, 
and by renewing their Efforts with 

double V igour and Spirit, did at laſt 

obtain that Peace, which was not more 

deſir'd by all Men than abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary and eſſential to the Preſervation 

' of the Kingdom. 


Other Officers who had been concern'd 
nthe Management of the Revenue, were 
ar from juſtifying their Conduct in fo 
noble a manner; nor did they meet with 
the fame Conſideration. A Roll was 


made out of all fuch as had any way been 


engag d in the Finances to the Number 
of four hundred, who were diſtributed 
nto ſeveral Claſſes. 


* 


Theſe Men were Thoſe 
who had 


rd in Proportion to the Plunder which been con- 


they were ſuppos d to have made 


upon cern'd in 
P the Finan- 


tle Publick, and it was propos d to ap- ces, ce 


My the Fines that were im 
. to the Diſcharge of the National 
ts. | 


'd upon tax'd in 
Propore 
tion to 
their 


Thoſe Eſtates. 
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4 1936. Thoſe contain'd in the firſt Lift were I of / 
amers'd in the Sum of fifteen millions Gov 


eight hundred thouſand Livres. The $1 
ſecond Liſt conſiſted of ſixty-two Perſons, MW Cu 
who were fin'd fourteen millions. The Ve: 
third contain'd the Names of ſeventy. I relat 
four, who were ſentenc'd in twenty-four IM vic 
millions ſix hundred fifty-ſeven thouſand Ill of E 
nine hundred Livres. The Fines of the cat 
fourth Liſt were no leſs than twenty-eight he 
millions; and this was follow'd by a I dbeir 
fifth, which amounted to near twelve hic 
millions more, the whole to be paid in the P 
the Space of eight Days: and in Propor- Rate 
tion as theſe Sums were brought in, the N u 
Council of State ifſu'd their Orders for I tat 
the Diſcharge and Extinction of Annui- ng 
ties and other publick Debts. turb | 
To theſe Tranſactions ſucceeded the ¶ brfei 
Puniſhment of Monſieur Grzet, who was . Se 
condemn'd to ſtand three times in the Pil- ¶ Hope 
lory, and be afterwards confin'd for Lite bis H 
to the Gallies. His whole Eſtate was at I de St 
the ſame time confiſcated, and twenty ich 
thouſand Livres devoted out of it to the ¶ Cel 
Relief of the Poor. bis H. 
This Sentence was hardly executed, MW wthir 
when two freſh Lifts appear'd of Reve lad cc 
nue Delinquents, who were fined about loſe 
two millions of Livres; a proportionable that B 
Diſcharge being at the ſame time made _ 
Of 


in the National Debts, by the Extinction 
0 


* 


the Dike of OR LEANsò. 
of Annuities, Aſſignments, and other 
Government Securities. 1179! 
Such were the Occupations of the 
Court of Juſtice during the Year 1716. 
we are now to take a view of the Affairs 
relating to the Conſtitution Unigenitur, 
which, according to the uſual manner 
of Eccieſiaſticks, were manag'd with a 
eat deal of Warmth and Vivacity. 


he Biſhops of Apt and Graſſe ſet forth Affairs of 
their Mandates in the Month of May, the Confti- 


which were immediately ſuppreſs'd by 
the Parliament of Prorence, with a re- 
pated Prohibition to all the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops within the Juriſdiction of 
that Parliament, not to publiſh any Wri- 
ings that might create Diviſion, or diſ- 
turd the publick Peace, upon Penalty of 
frteiting their Temporalties. 

Soon after this came a Brief from the 
Pope to the Biſhop of Auger, in which 


lis Holineſs felicitates that Prelate upon 3 


tie Succeſs of his Zeal for the Conſtitution, to the 


wich by the Biſhop's means was already —— * 


recerv'd by the Divines of Azzers ; and 
lis Holineſs goes on to aſſure him, that 
nothing had ſo much ſoftned the Grief he 
lad conceiv'd from the Oppoſition which 
loſe of Poris and Nantes had made to 
at Bull, ſo greatly to the Shame and 
YXandal of the faithtul. He enjoins the 
biſhops to ſignifie his paternal Afſection 

Ee and 


An. 1716. 
NJ 
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4. 1115. and good Will to the whole Faculty of 
Theology in Angers, together with the 
extreme Deſire his Holineſs had that 
thoſe Divines ſhould at a proper Juncture 
exhibit the Reaſons of their Opinion. He 
concludes with exhorting him to omit 
nothing that might conduce to this Ef. 
fect, becauſe the Infidelity and Perverſe. 
neſs of the Age made it more than ever 
neceſſary to bear Witneſs to the Truth, 
and to apply with a redoubled Zeal to 
the Extirpation of Hereſy, and the Sup- 
port and Maintenance of the Catholick 
Faith. 

About the end of June there ſtarted up 
other Affairs of a religious Nature, very 
different from thoſe of the Conſlitutin, 
which it may be proper to take Notice 
of. The Proteſtants of Mont auban ha- 
ving aſſembled themſelves in the Fields 
in order to perform certain Acts of Re- 
ligion, the Intendant of the Province 
thought it his Duty to interrupt them; 
but upon his Approach the Aſſemb) 
broke up, and only four or five Perſons 
were laid hold on, whom the Court 
thought fit to pardon becauſe they were 
entirely diſarm'd. However, a few Days 
afterwards a Report being rais'd that 
certain Proteſtant Miniſters were arriv 
at Clerac, the People charm'd with theſe 
Tidings began to renew their Aſſemblies 
upon 
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which the Intendant, Monſieur 4». 1716. 


Courſon, came again to Clerac, attended 
with two Troops of Dragoons, not with- 
out ſome Apprehenſions of finding the 
Proteſtants in Arms; but inſtead of this 
he was met by a confus'd Company of 
Men and Women finging Pſalms, and 
crying out God ſave the Mine, upon 
which he revok'd the Orders he had gi- 
ren his Soldiers to fire upon them as Re- 
bels, and only ſeized upon eight or nine, 
two of whom were ſent to Paris by the 
Council of Conſcience. A Body of Troops 
was at the ſame time order'd to rendez- 
vous about Clerac, to prevent theſe Aſ- 
ſemblies for the future, which if ſuffer'd 
to go on with Impunity, were likely to 
be attended with dangerous Conſequen- 
ces. The Priſons of the Town were fill'd 
with Proteſtants, and the Inhabitants in 
general were oblig'd to give up their 
Arms into the Hands of the Intendant. 
The Parliament of Baurdtaux deputed a 
Commiſſary, and the Magiſtrates of Agen 
came themſelves to Clerac, the better to 
take the neceſſary Informations againſt 
the Delinquents. 

Theſe Meaſures were ſo many Indica- 
tions that the Proteſtants were to expect 


no Favour : and to ſpeak Truth, they The Pro- 


were ſo ſeverely treated 


the Parlia- teſtants 


re ſe. 


ment of Bourdeaux, that thoſe who un- verely 


Ee 2 


dertook handled. 
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Au. 1716. dertook their Defence were forc'd to a 
SY ply by way of Petition to the Duke Re. 
ent. It was repreſented to this Prince, 
that a certain Vintner named Milt, 
who ſcarce knew how either to write or 
read, had been ſentenc'd in the Quality 
of a Preacher, to ſtand in the Pillory, 
and be afterwards ſent to the Gallies for 
Life. That one Joh» Martin, a Labour- 
er, who in reality knew neither how to 
write or read, had been condemn'd to 
the ſame Puniſhment for having conven'd 
an Aſſembly of Proteſtants. That Mary 
Falre, who kept a Tavern, and was a 
Widow with ſeven Children, had been 
condemn'd to have her Crown ſhav'd, to 
ſtand in the Pillory, and be afterwards 
ſhut up in the Work-houſe for the reſt of 
her Lite, only becauſe ſhe had receiv'd 
and entertain'd about thirty Perſons, who 
came to drink at her Houſe, and ſung 
Pſalms at their going away: and this, 
notwithſtanding the Curate of thePariſh, 
who went to her Houſe, and was a Wit- 
neſs of what paſſed, had declar'd that he 
did not fee her amongſt the thirty already 
mentioned, neither did it appear how ſhe 
could have obliged ſo many Per- 
ſons to have left her Houſe, had ſhe en- 
deavour'd it. That % Berge, a Ma- Mt 
nufacturer in Silk, had been condemn'd Mer oi 
to wear the Iron Collar at Clerac ; to re- ¶ hllici 
ceive 


be s Oni ws. 


ceive twelve Laſhes at each Corner of the 4. 1916. 
Market-place, and be afterwards baniſh- TY V 


ed the Kingdom, only for having hired 
and entertained a Journeyman in his own 
Profeſſion during three Weeks, who was 
xccuted of having read publickly in ſe- 
reral Aſſemblies, and was given out by 
his Proſecutors to be a Proteſtant Mi- 
niſter. That there {till remained no leſs 
than thirteen Perſons in Priſon, who 
could not be condemn'd for want of ſuf- 
feient Proof to convict them, but were 
notwithſtanding detain'd with the utmoſt 
Rigour, and not permitted to ſee any 
Friend, or receive the leaſt Conſolation. 
And this was carried with ſo much Cru- 
ety, that the firſt Preſident Monſieur 
Gilles de la Caſſe, and the Attorney Ge- 
teral Monſieur dz Higier, had even or- 
der'd two Perſons to be apprehended for 
o other Cauſe, but that they endea- 
rour'd in a charitable manner to relieve 
the Diſtreſſes of theſe unhappy Priſon- 
ers, | 
Thus far went the Petition; and the 
Duke of Orleans could not but diſapprove | 
of Meaſures that were ſo full of Injuſtice. 
Thoſe who are truly pious cannot bear 
o ſee Religion made a Pretext to Cruel- 
ty and Injuſtice. The Dutcheſs Dowa- 
ger of O-leans, who was herſelf ſtrongly 
pllicited by the unfortunate Proteſtants, 

omitted 


214 MEMOIRS of 


4s. 1716. omitted nothing that might induce his 
Royal Highneſs to Clemency : But not- 
withſtanding her Endeavours, and the 
Duke's natural Inclination to Mercy, al 
his Royal Highneſs was able to 00 for 
them at firſt, was to promiſe that the 
Council of Conſcience ſhould treat them 
as favourably as poſſible; but ſometime 

68Pro- afterwards he releas'd ſixty-eight from 

were. the Gallies, and gave them Leave to re. 
rand, tire * of 8 — to whatever 
NM Place they thought proper. 

_ = — to be Will that the Differen- 
ces concerning the Conſtitution Unicenitu 
could have been put an end to with equal 
Facility. But this was a Point whi 
the Regent had not Power to terminate, 

Contua The Pope was continually blowing up 

ofthe the Coals, either influenc'd by a fervent 

Pope, Zeal for what he thought the Truth, or 

again 1 2 

the Anti- animated with a Deſire of vindicating 

cus. the Authority of the Papal Chair, which 

FF. he thought to be violated. On the 
twenty-fifth of July, the Abbot Cheva- 
lier, whom we have already mention'd 
to be ſent to Rome by the Duke Regent, 
had a long Conference with Cardinal 
Paolucci, which was manag'd on both 
ſides with a good deal of Heat. The 
Cardinals Arguments were all ground- 
ed upon the Suppoſition that the Bull 
ſhould at laſt be receiv'd, and his whole 

Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſe run upon the Exped 
might be found out for qualifying the 


manner in which the Cardinal de Noozlles, 
and the other Malecontents ſhould ac- 
cept it. But on the other fide, it was 
kid by the Abbot, that the manner of 
receiving the Conſlitution was not the 
only Queſtion : that they were to debate 
the Merits of the Conſtitution it ſelf, and 
the Difficulty there would be of accept- 
ing it at all, as it then ſtood. He ſaid, 
this ought to be the Ground of their De- 
hates, and that it was the Opinion of ſe- 
reral Biſhops, that the Conſlitution could 
not be receiv'd without Explanations 
previouſly; given either by the Pope or 
themſelves. That the Parliament ex- 
pected a particular Regard ſhould be 
ſhewn to the Sentiments which they had 
expreſſed, in Relation to the Bull. That 
the Divines thought it contrary to the 
Faith. That the whole Kingdom was 
witated with Diviſions and Debates con- 
cerning it; that theſe therefore were the 
Points which it imported his Holineſs: to 
effect upon, and to take ſuch Meaſures 
25 might be effeQual for reſtoring Peace 
tw the Church, and ſettling the Minds of 
the People. 

Two Days after this Conference, all | 
the Cardinals who reſided in and about 
fame were ſummon'd to hold a general 

Congregation 


rents that An. 1716 
A 
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.. 1116. Congrepation at the Quirinal, where the 
& Y'V Pope himſelf would be preſent. All of 

them went except four, who were Mz. 
reſcotti, Panciatici, Altieri and Martell, 
The Pope made a long and vehement 
Diſcourſe; in which he ſuffer'd himſelf 
to be carried away into very great Inde. 
cencies againſt the non- accepting Biſhops, 
He went fo far as to call it an eecrall 
Ohflinacy in the French Nation, and con- 
cluded his Diſcourſe with propoſing four 
Points. Firſt, whether he ought to ad- 
mit the Abbot Chevalier to an Audience 
or not. Secondly, in what manner they 
ought to proceed in order to degrade the 
Cardinal a Voailles. Thirdly, whether 
it would be proper to grant the Epiſco- 
pal Bull to ſuch French Biſhops: as had 
been lately nominated to the Prelacy, be- 
fore'they had explain'd themſelves with 
Relation to the Covirtution Unigenit, 
Fourthly, what Conduct it would be 
proper to obferve towards the ſeveral 
Parliaments and Univerſities of France 
who rejected that Bull. The Cardinals 
were to give their Opinions upon theſe 
ſeveral Points in Writing at the next ge- 
neral Congregation, which was order'd 
to be held in fifreen Days, and in the 
mean time his Holineſs enjoin'd them the 
Secrecy of the Holy O fice, with Permiſſion 


however 


er 
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however for each of them to take Coun- Au. 1716. 
eil of two Perſons. OD. 
On the firſt of August the Pope held 
4 Confiſtory, in which ſeveral Cardinals 
repreſented to him, that his Holineſs ha- 
ving requir'd their Sentiments, in what 
manner to proceed againſt the Auti-Con- 
Kerlen it was abſolutely neceſſary 
them to hear what could be alledg'd 
on either {ide of the Queſtion, in order to 
form a Judgment concerning that mat- 
ter; upon which the Pope gave the Ab- 
bot Chevalier Leave to ſee the Members 
of the facred College one after ano- 
ther. th 
But in the mean time the Duke Re- Reſolu- 
rent thought fit to ſummon an extraor- n. 
dinary Council of Confcience, the Re- Regent in 
fult of which was, that the Pope ſhould Relation 
beallow'd till Ober to determine him- — 
ſelf, but if the Matter continu'd longer 
in ſuſpence, the Council would then pro- 
ceed in ſuch a manner as they thought 
proper. The F euch were of Opinion, 
that his Holineſs would be ſtagger'd by 
ſo refolure a Behaviour, and that he 
would begin to fear for himſelf ſo ſoon 
2 diſcern'd others not to be afraid of 


His Royal Highneſs, acted with the Condu& 
lame Reſolution againſt the Jefuits, whoſe | ap Je- 
Behaviour in this Juncture was ſo new Fange. 


Ff EE and 
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As.1716 and extraordinary, as gave Reaſon t Ml went 
A ſuſpect them of Contrivances againſt the ſ forbi 
Regency. Theſe good Fathers were the u 
every where buſy in forming certain Re. the ( 
ligious Covenants amongſt the Soldier, MM the! 
Several Aſſociations of this Nature had Wl with 
already taken place in Hangers and elſe. WW the 
where, and it ſeem'd as if the Society i nere 
had a mind to make themſelves Mafter; Ml of p 
of the Troops, under the ſpecious Pre. MW were 

text of confirming them in their Reli. W who 
gion. There was even tranſmitted to MM Ord: 

aris the Copy of a Petition ſign d by Wl A 

forty Soldiers of the Regiment of Br. Ml per 
tagne, in which they entreated their Co. Care. 
lonel to take their Aſſociation into his {Wl Cou 
Protection: but this was no ſooner ff ſuits 
known, than the Duke Regent diſpatchd MW not 
ſeveral Couriers with preciſe and necef- WM repr 
ſary Orders for putting a Stop to Devo Wl cop 
tions of ſo dangerous a Tendency. ing 
At the fame time the Parliament of be | 
Bretagne came to a Reſolution by which WM his 
They are the Jeſuits were enjoin'd to give in au- WW men 
order d thentick Accounts of ſuch Lands as they WW ll | 
Eve a pofſeſs'd in the Province, under certain I bis! 
of their Penalties compris'd in the Reſolution; WW cou 
Lands. and the ſame Injunctions were afterward MW cati 
laid upon the Society in every Province I the 
of the Kingdom. Nor was this the only WW ar- 
Mortification which the Jefuits under- © the 

went bey 
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went at this Conjuncture: The Court 4» 1716. 
forbid them the Privilege of convening They aro 
the uſual Aſſemblies of their Society, and interdic- 
the Cardinal de Noailles diveſted them of — — 
the Power of Preaching and Confeſſing .. HY 
within his Dioceſs, with Exception to ing and 
the Fathers de la Rue, Trevoux, Lig- —_— 
nieren, Gaillard and Martinot, Confeſſors 
of particular Princes; and ſome Prieſts 
were forbid to go and confeſs the Youth 
who boarded 1n any of the Houſes of the 
Order. 

A certain Perſon thought this a pro- A Perici- 


r Criſis for preſenting a Petition to eis Pes, 
Cardin al de Noailles, as Preſident of the the Reil. 
Council of Conſcience, in which the Je- val of the 
ſuits were treated in a Manner they had of Por: 
not been us'd to for a long time. It was Royal. 
repreſented, that the Enemies of the Epiſ- 
copal Power and the Monaſtick Life be- 
ing now fallen into Diſgrace, it was to 
be hop'd his Emminence would employ 
his Credit to procure the Re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of the — of Port Royal. That 


all true Catholicks expected this from 


his Emminency*s Piety and Zeal, which 
could not but tend as much to the Edifi- 
cation of the Church in general, as to 
the Satisfaction of the Order of St. Ber- 
aurd in particular. The Petition alledg d 
the Juſtice of reſtoring that antient Ab- 


bey of Royal Foundation at the Expence 
Ff 2 of 
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Az. 1716. of thoſe whoſe Malice had deſtroy'd it. 
/ That the unlimited Ambition of the Je. 

ſuits, their pernicious Doctrine and crye| 
Principles, fo often fatal to the Kings of 

France, deſery'd an exemplary Puniſh- 

ment. And it was further faid, that 

their vaſt Uſurpations would upon En- 

quiry be found ſufficient to diſcharge the 
greateſt part of the Debts, both of the 

Clergy and the State. 101049199 

Diſoute Another Afair which did the Jeſuits. 
verween very little Honour, was the Quarrel 
_ Ma Which at this time ſubſiſted between their 
dam de Community and Madam de Salo, Abbek 
% of a Cordelier Nunnery at Paris. In the 
Reign of the late King, this Lady had 
endeavour'd to expel the Society from 

her Nunnery, upon which twenty-five 
Eccleſiaſticks had accus'd her of Janſc. 

iſm, and want of Regularity in the Ex- 

erciſe of her Devotion. Father Teller 

would not let {lip fuch an Occaſion of 
vindicating his Order, and accordingly 
Commiſſioners were immediately nam'd, 

ſuch as he himſelf pleas'd, before whom 

the Aﬀair was examin'd, and Madam 

de Salo condemn'd. The next Point was 

to perſuade her to reſign her Abbey, but 

the Lady having refus'd this with more 
Conftancy than was to have been expec- 

ted 'from a Woman, and having made 

an Appeal to the Parliament, there was 

IC 8 1] a 
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2 Neceſſity for uſing Violence, and Or- 4». z716. 
ders were accordingly given to fifteen SWW 


Serjeants, who took her by Force out of 
the Convent, and tranſported her to Cam- 
peigne. Such was the State of this Bu- 
neſs when the Abbeſs was releas'd from 
her Confinement by the Regent's Order, 
and the Cognizance of the Matter being 
remitted to the Parliament, the Lady's 
Cauſe was elegantly pleaded by Monſieur | 
(hroker, and the Society ſuffer d a great 
deal of Reproach. 
Nor was this the only Chagrin they 
underwent about the ſame time. The 
Publick was exaſperated againft them, 
and it being apparent that the Society 
had loſt its Credit, all the World was for 
calling them to Account for their former 
Behaviour, and for obliging them to re-- 
lnquiſh the Ufurpations they had made 
in the late Reign, when their Power was 
trumphant. Of this Number were the 
Jacobins of Thon iauſe, who recover d two 
Pulpits by a Decree of the Council of 
Regency, which the Jefuits had before 
uſurp'd upon them. The Chamber of 
Arts in the Univerfity of Cat expreis d 
their Diſlike of the Society at the ſame 
time, and this was fucceeded by many 
other Affronts and Loſſes, which would 
ave been extremely mortifying to the 
moſt diſintereſted Society, and muſt con- 
We ſequently 
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4m. x716. ſequently be very grievous to thoſe who 


A 


Religion as a Veil to cover their am. 
bitious Purſuits and ſecular Intereſts. Of 
all their Misforrunes nothing went ſo 
near them as their being remov'd from 


the important Function of confeſſing the 


Kings of France, a Privilege which they 
had been in Poſſeſſion of ever ſince the 
end of the ſixteenth Century, when Heyy) 
the Great recalPd them into the Kingdom, 
in Hopes ſuch a Benefit would ſecure his 
own Lite from the Practices of their $0 
ciety. 

The Abbot de Fleuri was now choſen 
for this eminent Employment, and intro- 
duc'd by his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
Regent into the Council of Conſcience 
in Quality of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſ- 
ty's Confeſſor. | 


The Jeſuits however, tho? mortified 


and exaſperated, were ſtill ſo much Maſ- 
ters of their Temper as to hide their 
Diſcontent ; and they even deputed Fa- 
ther Craye to compliment the new Con- 
feſſor, who relpy'd that he had good 
Hopes he was not difagreeable to the 
Society, as being exempt from any Tinc- 
ture of Janſeniſ. To the Jacobins who 


cameafterwards to felicitatehimupon the 
ſame Account, he made Anſwer, that he 
thought he might reckon upon their good 
Will in Conſideration of his not being a 

| Moliniſt 
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Moliniſt: and to Monſieur D*Orfanne, An. 1716. 
who "= the third that appear'd n VV 
this Occaſion, he ſaid, that he flat- 
ter d himſelf with the Thoughts of not 
being diſagreeable to the Cardinal de 
Noailles, in Conſideration of his being a 
zealous Aſſerter of the Rights and Priv 
leges of the Gallican Church; or in other 
Words, that he was not biggotted to the 
0 8 Unigenitus; comprehending 
in his ſeveral Anſwers what the Regent 
had ſaid, When he promoted him to the 
Employment of Confeſſor, The Reaſor 
why I Pays you before others, is, that you 
are neither Janſeniſt, Moliniſt, zor Ita- 
lian. Shs Fed: 

The Choice of ſuch a Confeſſor for 
his Majeſty, reflefted abundance of Ho- 
nour upon the Duke Regent, who like- 
wiſe acquir'd the greateſt Reputation 1n 
the Management of ſeveral political At- 
fairs, the Relation of which we are now 
going to re-aſſume. 

His Royal Highneſs having been in- 
torm'd that ſeveral parts of Fance were 
over-ſtock'd with Manufactures, he im- 
mediately order'd a part of the Army to 
be quarter'd in thoſe Diſtricts, to pro- 
mote the Conſumption of their Goods, 
and preſerve the Money in the Kingdom. 
At the ſame time very exact Orders were 
publiſh'd for the Diſcipline and Regula- 

tion 
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4+. 2716. tion of the Soldiery, as well upon their 
March as in Winter Wang 


„ Quarters. © 
To this ſucceeded a eg Pardon 
for all ſuch Soldiers both Horſe and Foot 
as had deferted the Service before the firſt 
of Arguft, Regulations were made in 
the Methods of enliſting and disbanding 
Soldiers. It was order'd that all Fur- 
loughs ſhould be printed with the Arms 
of France on the Back, and Deſertion 
was from hence-forward to be puniſſfd 
with Death. The Highways having 
been infeſted with disbanded Soldiers, 
who retain'd their Arms, and were upon 
all Occaſions ready to afhift the contra- 
band Traders and the Smuglers of Sat, 
a Declaration was publiſh'd, prohibiting 
the Uſe of Fire-Arms upon very ſevere 
Penalties, eſpecially upon the Frontiers 
of the Kingdom, to all Perſons whatſo- 
ever, except Gentlemen, and ſuch as 
were engaged in the Militia, or other- 
wiſe qualified according to the Contents 
of the Declaration. | | 
Some other Particulars were tranfad- 
ed at this time, which though of leis 
Importance in themſelves, were more 
pleaſing to the generality of the People, 
accuftom'd to judge by the Eyes rather 
than the Underſtanding, and incapable 
of penetrating into the Utility of Mea- 
ſures when the Eſſect is not a; 
VIIIblè. 


vilible. Such was the : Releaſe of tlie 4» 27:6. 
Count 4e Guebriant, Lieutenant General VV 


of the Army, from his Confinement at 
Pierre Enciſe, where he had been ſſrut up 
for thirty Years. The Embelliſhments 
that were added to the Palace of Verſarl- 
n and the Order that was made for the 
Water-Works to be N off there every 
fifteen Days, were alſo Subjects of great 
datisfaction to the Populace: but nothing 
&lighted the Pariſians fo much as the 
Continuation of the Fair of St. Germarns, 
which the Cardinal de Biſi, and the Cu- 
rate of St. Sulpice, had jointly endeavour- 
ed to ſuppreſs with a great of Zeal, 
on Account of the Diſorders that were 
ſaid to be committed there. 
Theſe Matters were ſucceeded by x 
Bulineſs of far greater Importance, which 
was the Diſpute that now commene'd 
between the lawful Princes of the Blood 
and the legitimated Princes, natural Sons 
to the late King. 
| Every Body knows that Lewis XIV. 
n Compliance with the Tenderneſs he 
atertain'd- for the Duke d Maine and 
tle Count de Thoulouſe, who were his 
natural Children, did not only think fit 
to legitimate them as the Kings of France 
lad frequently done, but was alſo pleas d 
Virtue of the following Edict to grant 
m the firſt Rank, and: plenary Right 
6g of 
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An. 1716. of Succeſſion to the Crown, immediate. 
ly after the lawful Princes of the Blood. 

o make the Reader underſtand the 

- whole Scope of the Diſpute now agitated 
between the Princes of the Blood and the 
legitimated Princes, it will be neceſſary 

to inſert this Edict, which was ſet forth 

in July 1714, to tne following Pur. 

poſe. vor | 


Editin The Affection we bear to our moſ 
—_—_— © dear and well beloved Son Lewis 4s. 
Maine * enſtus of Bourbon, Duke au Maine, and 
andthe to our moſt dear and well beloved Sor 
— Lewis Alexander of Bourbon, Count d 
1 © Toulouſe, hath already induc'd us to 
© legitimate them, and 'to 1nveſt them 
with the Name of Bourbon, by ou 
Edict in the Month of December 167; 

* which was enregiſtred in all our 
Courts, as the Nature of the thing re. 

© quir'd. | We have fince remark'd with 

£ 1 Satisfaction, that they have 
made themſelves worthy the Name 

* they bear. The Love they have always 

* manifeſted towards our Perſon, and 

the Zeal they have upon all Occaſions 

* expreſſed for the good of the State, 
made us think them capable of the 

* higheſt Employments, and of the prin- 

© cipal Governments in our Kingdom. 

We alſo thought our ſelf oblig'd 1 let 
FFF 
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the Duke of OrLtans. 


them enjoy all the Prerogatives and An. 1716. 


privileges due to their Birth; in Con- 
formity to which, by our Letters Pa- 
« tents granted in May 1694, we enabled 
them and their Deſcendants in lawful 
Marriage, to take and hold the firſt 
Rank immediately after the Princes of 
© the Royal Blood, in all Places and up- 
© on all Occafions, whether publick or 
private, and even in our Courts of Par- 
| — both at Paris and elſewhere; 
in all Creations of Peers which ſhould 
' hereafter take Place; and that they 
ſhould precede all Princes of ſuch Hou- 
ſes as may have Sovereignties out of the 
kingdom, as alſo all other Lords of 
* what Quality or Dignity ſoever; and 
* that in all Ceremonies which ſhould 
be perform'd in our Preſence, our ſaid 
* Sons the Duke d Maine and his Chil- 
* dren, with the Count de Toxlouſe and 
* his Children, ſhould enjoy the ſame 
* Honours, Rank and Diſtinction, which 
* the Princes of our Blood have. at any 
time enjoy'd immediately after the 
* atoreſaid Princes of our Blood, all which 
ve confirmed to them by our Edicts 
of the 2oth and 21ſt of May 1711. 
But having now an Intention to give 
them greater Proofs of our Tenderneſs 
* and Eſteem, we think our ſelf oblig'd 
to carry our Views much further in 

Gg 2 © their 


4 1716.“ their Favour, providing at the ſame 
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time as far as we can foreſee, for the 


Good and Advantage of our Kingdom, 
+ And although GY the great 
Number of the Princes of the Blood 
© which at preſent compoſe the Roya 
Family, there is all manner of Reaſon 
tofbelieve, that by the Bleſſing of God 
the Crown may remain amongſt them 
* for a long Succeſſion of Ages, yet the 
Love which we bear our Kingdom de- 
mands nevertheleſs, that by prudent 
Caution and Foreſight we ſhould pre- 
vent thoſe Misfortunes and Troubles 
* which might enſue if all the Princes of 
© our Royal Houſe ſhould happen to fail, 
vhich would certainly give Riſe to Di- 
* viſions amongſt the great Lords of the 
Kingdom, and open a Door for Ambi- 
tion to poſſeſs it ſelf of the Sovereign 
* Authority by Force of Arms, and by 
* other ways equally fatal to the State. 
The Apprehenſion of ſo deplorable a 
Situation, which we pray God for ever 
* toavert, has.engag'd us to provide ſuch 
future Succeſſors to our Kingdom as 
* are already ſtrongly wedded to it by 
© their Birth, to whom the Crown of 
* France may devolve in Caſe there ſhall 
* not remain alawful Prince of the Houſe 
of Bourdon to inherit it. We think that 

in this Caſe, the Honour of the Suc- 
2 e ceſſion 
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@ ceffion would of Right appertain | to An. 1746. 
* our faid legitimated Children, and to 
their Male Deſcendants born in lawful 
(Wedlock, ſo long as their Lines ſhall 
ſubſiſt, as being originally iſſud from 
dus. For theſe and other good and 
© weighty Reaſons, by the Advice of our 
Council, and of our cum froper Motion, 
certain Rutledge, full Power and Royal 
Authority, we have ſaid, and do declare 
and order by this preſent, perpetual 
and irrevocable Edict, that if in Proceſs 
' of Time all the lawful Princes of our 
' auguſt Houſe of Bourbon ſhall come to 
fail in ſo total a Manner that there re- 
* mains not one to inherit the Crown, it 
* ſhall in that Caſe devolve and rightfully 
* deſcend to our faid legitimated Sons, 
and to their Male Children and Deſcen- 
 dants for ever, born and to be born in 
' lawful Wedlock, preſerving ſtrictly 
the Order of Succefſion, and always 
' preferring the elder Branch to the 
younger, hereby declaring them capa- 
ble of ſucceeding to the Crown of 
' France excluſively of all others, in Caſe 
' the ſeveral Branches of the Houſe of 
Bourbon now ſubſiſting ſhall become 
extinct. It is alſo our Pleaſure that our 
' aid legitimated Sons, the Duke d 
Maine and his Male Children and De- 
ſcendants, as alſo the Count de ! 
an 
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A. 1716. and his Male Children and Deſcendants 
WVV for ever, born and to be born in law. 

ful Wedlock, ſhall be admitted to take 
© their Seats in our Court of Parliament 
* at the ſame Age with the lawful Princes 
of our Blood; and this notwithſtand. 
ing they may not be poſſeſs d of any 
* Peerdom, and without taking any 
* Oath; that they do receive and enjoy 
© the ſame Honours that are given to the 
Princes of our Blood, and that they he 
upon all Occaſions regarded and treated 
* as ſuch, immediately after the faid 
© Princes of our Blood, and before al 

_ © other Princes of Sovereign Houſe, 
and all Lords of what Dignity ſoever. 
* It is our Pleaſure that theſe ſeveral Pri. 
* vileges ſhall appertain to them and 
© their Deſcendants in Conſideration of 
the Honour and Advantage they have 
* of deriving their Birth from us, here- 
by revoking our Edits of May 1699, 
and May 1711, only ſo far forth a 
* they may be contrary to theſe Pre- 
© ſents. 


The King's Tenderneſs for his natural 
Children went fo far, that he engagd 
the real Princes of the Blood to acknow- 
ledge the Duke du Maine and the Count 
de Toulon ſe to be capable of ſucceeding to 
the Crown, in Caſe their ſeveral Lines 


ſhould 
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ſhould become extinct. At the fame 4 1916. 
time he oblig'd the Parliaments of the SV 
Kingdom to confirm the foregoing Edict, 
and during his Life-time his Majeſty in- 
ited ſo ſtrongly upon the Obſervation of 
it, that when about eight Months after 
its Publication, one of the Chambers of 
the Parliament of Paris thought fit in a 
certain Law-Suit to refuſe the Duke 4 
Maine the ſeveral Qualities attributed to 
him by the Edict, the King immediately 
publiſh'd another Declaration, ſtrictly 
forbidding the Parliament to make any 
ſuch Objections for the future. 

Yet notwithſtanding this, ſometime 
after his Majeſty's Death, the Duke of 
8 Bourbon, firſt Prince of the Blood, aſſert- 

ed, that the Laws of the Kingdom 
would not permit the natural Children 
of the Monarchs of France to ſucceed to 
the Crown, and that conſequently Lew- 
XIV. could not confer this Right upon 
the Duke a Maine and the Count de 
Toulouſe, nor even inveſt them with the 
Quality and Rank of Princes of the 
Blood : fo that all that had been done to 
this Purpoſe muſt be efteem'd void, as if 
it had been extorted from the late King 
through Fear and Violence. In anſwer 
to this the following Piece was publiſh'd 
by way of Defence on the' Part of the 
legitimated Princes, "oy 

i The 
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The Duke % Maine is Pen e un- 

« derftand from all Hands, that the Duke 
© of Bourbon intends to prefer a Petition 
© againſt that ſolemn Edict, which aſſer. 
© tains. the State and Condition of the 
ſaid Duke d Maine, giving him 4 
* Title to the Crown after the laſt of the 
* lawful Princes of the Blood, and which 
in Conſequence of that 1 does al. 
© ready inveſt him with all the other 

© Prerogatives of the ſaid Princes. 
The Duke d Maine aſſerts, that no 
© Tribunal has Power to receive ſuch a 
© Petition, and that for ſeveral Reaſons, 

© ſome of which are as follow. 

© 'To prefer ſuch a Petition, would be 
to deſire the Parliament to derogate 
from its own Authority, by which the 
Edict in Queſtion was ſolemnly enre- 
* giſter'd without any Oppoſition or Ne- 
* monſtrance, and in Conſequence of 
© that was afterwards receiv'd by all the 
© Parliaments of the Kingdom. An Edit 
* which that illuſtrious. Body has often 
executed, and particularly in the Aſſem- 
* bly of the Bed of Juſtice, the moſt ſo- 
lemn that was ever held ſince the Con- 
vention of the States General. It wou'd 
© be topetition-the Courts of Parliament 
to act againſt the known Maxim of the 
Law, Bir non judicatur idem. Nay, 
| . 0 fur ther, 


r FB F A F 7 FS N 


© = © 


*X. 1 
> wy 


— 


the Due of ORxLRANs. 


further, it would be to deſire them to 4. 1716. 


© determine directly contrary to their 
* own Deciſions, to retract themſelves 
in the Face of all the World, and bring 
their Judgment and Authority into 
Contempt with the whole Kingdom, 
das if they had not known the Conſe- 
quence of their own Action in pro- 
mulgating a Law deriv'd from the 
Regal Authority, the Validity of which 
they have acknowledg'd upon ſo many 
diferent Occaſions ſince the Death of 
the Legiſlator. 
© It may further be faid, that this Pe- 
 tition is unbecoming the Perſon of the 
' Duke of Bourbon; derogatory to the 
Regal Authority, upon which all Ranks 
' and Dignities depend; injurious to the 
Authority of Parliament; and what 1s 
more, an Example of very dangerous 
* Tendency to the State. 2 | 
© It is unbecoming the Duke of Bour- 
Jon, as he is thereby made to act di- 
g fed contrary to what he himſelf has 
' authoris'd and executed, not only by 
* approving the Edict when the late King 
* confulted him upon it before it was 
made publick, but alfo by voting for 
the enregiſtring of it in Parliament, in 
* Conſequence of which he has often 
' ken the Duke di Maine, the Prince de 
* Dombes, and the Count de Towlonſe, 
litt Hh © take 
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An. 1716. © take their Seats as Princes of the Blood, 
WYV and receive all the ſame Honours with 


© himſelf. This Oppoſition ought to 
© have been formed 1n the Cloſe of the 
© late King's Life, when his Majeſty 
© ſeem'd — 'd with the utmoſt Good. 
* neſs to conſult his | Fes and to dy 
nothing that might be diſagreeable to 
it. The I. . Bourbon might have 
repreſented his Intereſts in a reſpectfu 
manner, without apprehending any 
other Reproach, than that it was aſto- 
* Niſhing he ſhould not think upon this 
* Occaſion in the fame manner with the 


KKK 


« Father of the firſt Prince of the Blood. 


© But did he make an Oppoſition at fo 
* Criſis? And ſince the King's Death, 
© Times which have been ard Ne of 
' Liberty by thoſe who deſire to abuſe 
it, has he not felt the Difficulty of ob- 
Tay; any thing to this Edict? What 
is it then that he intends at preſent ? 
Can the Inveteracy of his Hatred 
chan e the Nature of things? And 
does e not know that ſuch an diet can 
on be revok'd or alter d by a King at 
Age, and for very important Cau- 
ſes? Can a Reſolution of Parliament 
Ahe an Edict already receiv'd ? Or 
can the Council of Regency pretend 
* without Confuſion, that a King of fix 
: Years N in a Cate where the Deter- 
« mination 
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© mination ought to be govern'd by his 4. 1716. 


© own Knowledge of the Fact, is at Li- 
bety to reverſe the Work of a King his 
© Great-Grand-Father, to the Diſgrace 
* of that Perſon to whom the Honour of 
© his Education has been fo ſolemnly de- 
creed? But ſuppoſing for a Moment 
the Thing to be praQticable, what Ad- 
* vantage would the Duke of Bourbon 
derive from the Succeſs of his extraor- 
* dinary Pretenſions? Would he be a 
greater Prince of the Blood than he is 
dat preſent ? No; but he would have 
the SatisfaQtion of degrading his Mo- 
 ther's Brother, his Aunt's Husband, 
the Brother-in-Law of his Royal High- 
' neſs the Duke Regent, the Son of the 
* moſt illuſtrious of his Sovereign's An- 
' ceſtors, who has loaded him with Be- 
' nefits, and very frequently at the En- 
treat of that Perſon whom he now 
' attacks. 
* It is derogatory to the Regal Autho- 
' rity; for would it not be monſtrous 
that the Will of a great King, attended 
in its Publication with all the moſt au- 
pul Ceremonies, receivd and acknow- 
' ledg'd by all the Nation, executed in 
all the Parliaments of France, even in 
' thoſe Times of Liberty ſo often quoted 
by the Duke of Bourbon, and approv'd 
' nemine contradicente in a Bed of Juſ- 
Hh 2 © tice, 


4. 1716. © tice, ſhould, as ſoon as the King's Eyes 1 1 
&W'V «© were cloſed, be expos'd to the Caprice M* Te: 
of the firſt Perſon who ſhould take up- the 
gon him to cry out againſt it? And ſhall N of 
there be greater Force and Solidity in 
the Reſolutions of a Regency, than in 
the Determination of the greateſt King 
in the Univerſe! If a Man leſs conſider- 
able than the Duke of Baurbon had un- 
© dertaken this Buſineſs, how would he 
have been look'd upon by the Publick? 
And ſhall the Quality of firſt Prince of 
* the Blood expempt him from the Ob- 
© ligations of Law and Reaſon! 

© 'This Petition is injurious to the Au- 
* thority of Parliament, as it requires 
that very Authority to be {lighted and 
* deſpiſed; as it attempts to remove 
* thoſe Bounds and Land-Marks which 
© have been ſettled with ſo much Wiſ⸗ 
dom; as it requires fo auguſt and cele- 
* brated a Tribunal to adulterate the Pu- 
* rity of its own Decrees, and determine 
© contrary to an eſtabliſh'd Edict, only 
* to pleaſe ſome Princes of the Blood who 
are not hurt by it, and this notwith- 
* ſtanding the firſt Prince of Blood, who 
* ought to ſet an Example to the reſt, 
appears too wiſe to concern himſelf in 
* the Buſineſs. 15 


_ © Laſtly, 


ry 


yes © Laſtly, The Petition is of dangerous 4 191 
_— 6 Tendency to the State, as it Wil {ſhew NS 
up- the People that the moſt ſolemn Acts 
ſhall of Government are not to be depended 
y. in on, and that Edicts and Decrees may 
n in be deſpiſed and interpreted according 
ting to every Man's Fancy. But there is 
der- one ill Conſequence ariſing from it 
un- * which cannot be mention d without 
he Horror. This is, that diſafſected and 
ck? reſtleſs Minds, will be apt to think 
eof they may with Impunity attack even 
Ob- Wl © the ſacred Edict of the Regency it ſelf, 
che only ſure Foundation of the publick 
Tranquility: An Edict made by the 
Ring ſitting in his Bed of Juſtice, which 
places the Helm in the Hands of a 
prince who governs it with ſo much 
Wiſdom, and at the fame time allots to 
' the Duke du Maine, what the Duke of 
Bourbon would now diſpute with him! 
Jo invade this Edict in one of its parts 
is to attack it in the whole, and the 
' firſt ſtroke that is given to it, will at 
theſame time wound another to which 
the Kingdom owes the happy Peace 
we at preſent enjoy. 


The 
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6 legitimate Princes had a0 0 
the Eſteem and Affection of an 1 
Number of Perſons hy their noble 
lities and polite Manners, inſomucht 4 
the Publick ſeem'd to take part in their 
Fortune, and to triumph in the Force of 
thoſe Reaſons that were publiſh'd in 
their Defence. The preceding Memo. 
rial was handed all one to another, 
and there wanted not thoſe who thought 
that in taking part with the legitimated 
Princes they fulfill'd the Duty of good 
Subjects, which they took to be violated 
by ſuch as went about to infringe the 
Will of the deceaſed King. 

But in anſwer to what was faid in 
their Favour, the lawful Princes on the 
twenty-ſecond of Auguſt, preſented his 
Majef ty with the * Petition. 


— 


© Sir, 


EWIS HENRY, Duke of Bour- 

Lox Prince of Conde, Charles of 

s « > on, Count of C harohis, Lewis 
8 Armand of Bourbon, Prince of C onti, 
© Princes of your Blood, find themſelves 
* oblig'd to repreſent to your Majeſty, 

* that notwithſtanding the Quality of 


* Prince of the Blood 1s that only 1 
can 
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c can capacitate any Perſon to ſucceed to 


the Crown, and can only be attributed 
© to Princes of the Royal Family born 
in lawful Wedlock, yet Leuus Auguſtus 
© of Bourbon, Duke au Maine, and Lewis 
Alexander of Bourbon, Count de Ton- 
luſe, both of them legitimated, have 
© obtained of the late King your Great- 
* Grand-Father, an Edict bearing Date 
ein the Month of July 1714, by which 
(it is provided, that if in the Courſe of 
„Time all the lawful Branches of the 
' Houſe of Bourbon ſhould come to be 
' extin, that then the Crown ſhall de- 
yolve and appertain to his legitimated 
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(Sons, and to their Male Deſcendants 


for ever, born and to be born in lau- 
ful Marriage, excluſively of all others. 
he faid Edict which inveſts them with 
the fame Honours, Rank and Prece- 
dence due to the Princes of the Blood, 
' was followed by a Declaration of the 
P of May 1715, importing that in 
'all judiciary Proceedings they ſhall 
' have the Quality of Princes of the 
Blood, and enjoy the ſame Preroga- 
tives, Rank and Precedence upon all 
' Occafions whatſoever ; yet ſo as to 
' take place after the laſt of the ſaid 
' Princes, between whom and the legi- 
| timated Princes it is in ſhort provided, 
that there ſhall be no manner of Diffe- 

| | N 1 ence. 


—_ 
'#. 1716. + ference. Both theſe Declarations have 


© mention'd, nor any 
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© been regiſtred in Parliament; but nei. 
ther the Authority of the Edict above. 
Law whatſoever 
can be of Force to inveſt any Perſon 
* with Dignities of ſo high a Nature, 
* which are only to be deriv'd from hi 
© Birth, and are inſeparable from it. 
© 'There is not a Perſon in your Kingdom 
* who is ignorant, that the only Source 
from whence the Princes of the Blood 
can derive that Title, is lawful Wed. 
lock. Your Parliament, well acquaint. 
ed with the Rights of the Crown, and 
the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom: 
* throughly perſuaded that the Quality 
© of Prince of the Blood, the Honour 
© that are annex'd to it, and the Capaci 
© ty of ſucceeding to the Crown, arc 
© only to be acquir d by a lawful Deſcent, 
have ſufficiently given us to underſtand 
by the Terms in which the above. 
* mention'd Edicts are regiſtred, that 
they complied with the Pleaſure and 
* Commands of the late King your 
* Great-Grand-Father, only becauſe they 
* durſt not oppoſe them. It was the 
© fame Conſideration that ſtifled the jult 
© Complaints of the Princes of the Blood 
* during the Life-time of the late King, 
* and oblig?d the Princes of Cond: and 
Conti to be preſent at the faid 
5 * enregiſtring; 
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them to oppoſe a Monarch who had ſo 
long and ſo gloriouſly filld the Throne, 
« whoſe Will was in all reſpects a Law, 
and not to be diſputed in any Degree 
by any Perſon whatſoe ver; aſſured at 
the ſame time that their Silence could 
not prejudice either the Rights of their 
Birth, or the Law of the State, at a 
Juncture when their Oppoſition would 

© not have been regarded. 5 
© The ſame. Prudence engaged them 
to prefer the Publick Good to their own 
© moſt important Intereſts, in the Aſſem- 
© bly of the 2d of September 1715, when 
© the Queſtion was to transfer the Re- 
.gency to the Duke of Orleans, and 
( regulate the Government during Your 
{ Majeſty's Minority, although the Par- 
' lament ſeemed to want nothing more 
than a ſimple Declaration from the 
© Princes of the Blood, to engage them 
to ſet aſide an Edict which had given 
ſo great a Blow to the Conſtitution of 
the Kingdom. The ſame Motives in- 
* duced them to be filent when Your 
* Majeſty appeared in Parliament, that 
© they might not interrupt the Courſe 
© of Debates ſo very important and ne- 
* ceſſary to the Welfare of the Kingdom. 
* But at preſent, without betraying the 
e Honour 
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242 MEMOIRS of 
Mn; 1716. < Honour of their Name, the Intereſt of 
© their Poſterity, and without degene. 
rating from the Virtue of their An. 
ceſtors, the ſame Princes cannot excuſe 
themſelves from putting a ſtop to the 


courſe of ſo dangerous a Novelty, tend- 
ing to diminiſh the Luſtre of the Roy. 


C 
L 
— 
Cc 
. 
© al Family, by the great Number of 
© legitimated Princes, their Deſcendants, 
c 
c 
0 
C 
£ 


and others who by virtue of this Pre- 
cedent may hereafter ingraft them- 
ſelves into it, and deprive the Nation 
of the Right of beſtowing the Crown 
where it ſhall think proper, in caſe the 
Royal Family ſhould become extinct. 
This new Order of Succeſſion to the 
© Crown, carries with it very dangerous 
© Conſequences, which may indeed be 
© obviated by the ſacred Laws of the 
©, State, but are at the ſame time impli- 
© ed by the very Terms of the Edict, 
* which although to appearance it pre- 
© ſerves the Right of Succeſſion to the 
Princes of the Blood, yet when it 
comes to equal them PA the legiti- 
© mated Princes, and to qualify the lat- 
ter to ſucceed to the Crown, it goes ſo 
© far as to declare that the Motive of 
this aſtoniſhing Favour was no other 
* than the Honour and Adyantage they 
have to derive their Birth from his late 
* Majeſty. By this Edict then they are 


© at 
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dat once declared Princes of the Blood An. 1716. 
© and Sons of a King; and what may we V 
© not apprehend from the Coalition of 
© thoſe Qualities in the Perſons of the 

( legitimated Princes, one of which in- 

© troduces them into the Family of 

© Bourbon, and the other places them in 

© a direct Line of Deſcent from the late 
King? Conſequences ſo important and 
' pernicious, that not only the Princes 

© of the Blood, but all the People of 
France in general have an equal Inte- 
reſt that the legitimated Princes ſhould 
return to their original Rank. The 

' whole Nation was convinced when this 
Edict and Declaration firſt appear'd, 
that they were directly contrary to the 
Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, 
and that the want of Power in the Le- 

* giflator rendred them invalid. The 
Right of ſucceeding to the Crown is 

© confined to that ſingle Family which 
the Nation has choſen to reign over it, 

* and conſequently all thoſe who are not 

g of that Family are excluded. This In- 
capacity does alſo carry with it a di- 
rect Excluſion from the Title and Qua- 

* lity of Prince of the Blood, becauſe that 
ſuppoſes a Deſcent from the Royal Fa- 

* mily, which cannot poſſibly be chal- 
* lenged by thoſe who are not lawfully 

| * iſſued from it ; and when the Royal 
T1 2 Family 
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MEMOIRS of 


Family becomes extinct, the Natioh 
then recovers all its original Right and 
Power to chuſe a new Maſter. Hoy 


extenſive and how venerable ſoeyer 


may be the Sovereign Power of our 
Kings, it is not, it cannot be paramount 
to the Ties of Nature and the Funds. 


mental Laws of the State. It is to this 
moſt laudable and inviolable Maxim 
© that France was indebted for its Pre- 


ſervation in the Time of Carles VII. 
It is to this Maxim that the Houſe of 
Bourbon owes the Crown. Thoſe who 


preſerved their Fidelity to Henry the 


Great, could aſſign no better Reaſon 
for oppoling the Deſigns of the Zeague 
* when: they were preparing to elec a 
new King, than that the inviolable 
Form of the Government would not 


permit them to acknowledge any Per- 


ſon in that Quality, who was not det- 


cended from the Royal Family. 
The Age of our Kings neither aug- 
ments nor diminiſhes their Power. The 
Laws of the State are the Foundation 
of their Authority, and when they 
conform' to them, it is needleſs to en- 
quire into their Age. 'The Wiſdom of 
thoſe whom — Law has declared 
Conſervators of their Authority, ſup- 


* plies all Defe& of Years. Thus it ap- 
* pertains to Your Majeſty in Your * 
8's I 0 fo) 
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c of Juſtice, to diſſolve an Edict in itſelf 4. i716 


ſo very extraordinary, and ſo entirely 
inconſiſtent with the moſt Sacred Laws 
+ of the State. Nothing can be more 
« worthy of Your Majeſty than to em- 
« ploy Your Sovereign Authority to re- 
« eſtabliſh and maintain the Fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Monarchy, and to pre- 
« ſerve the Honour of the Princes of the 
Blood in that Point which is of all 
' others moſt precious and tender. | 
For theſe Reaſons, & IR, may Your 
© Majeſty, in Your Bed of Juſtice, be plea- 
ſed to revoke and annul the Edict of 
the Month of July 1714, which con- 
fers upon Lewes Auguſtus of Bourbon, 
Duke du Maine, and upon Leis Alex- 
© ander of Bourbon, Count de Toulouſe, 
' and their Deſcendants, the Right of 
' ſucceeding to the Crown, together 
( with the Declaration of the 23d of 
May 1715, which inveſts them with 
the Title, Honours and Rank of Prin- 
ces of the Blood. 


Signed, 
Lewis Henry de Bourbon, 


and 


Lewis Armand de Bourbon. 


This 
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* 


This Petition was put into the Hand 
of the Marquiſs de la Vriiliere, Secre. 


tary of State, to be communicated to the 


Duke d Maine and the Count de 70. 
Iouſe. On the other hand the Duke any 
the Dutcheſs of Bourbon went in very 


great State to ſollicit the firſt Preſident 


to give a quick Diſpatch to this Affair; 


but the Parliament thought fit to poſt. 


pone the Conſideration of it till after the 
long Vacation. 11 
During this Interval the Partizans of 
the lawful Princes alledged, that th 
fpecious Reaſons advanc'd in the Duke 


a Maine's Memorial, could be of 10 


Force againſt the Fundamental Law of 
the Kingdom, referred to by the Prince 
of the Blood; that Law having been al 


ways inviolably obſerved, and more eſpe- 
cially under the laſt Race of the King 


of France. They ſaid it was of no Ul: 
upon this Occaſion to plead an actual and 
unconteſted Poſſeſſion, any more than 
the Silence of the oppoſite Parties, of 


the Regiſtring that had been made 0 


the Edict and Declaration in the Sove— 


reign Courts of Juſtice, ſo long as it 
could be proved that theſe things had 
been done in a Deſpotick Reign, and it 
a Time when it was not permitted to 
ſpeak or repreſent the Truth when dit 

wes agreeable 
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zgreeableto the Sovereign, tho in the moſt an. 1716. 
humble and ſubmiſſive manner. They 


added, that the Revocation of this Edict 
would be ſo far from reflecting any Diſ- 
honour upon the Parliament which had 
entered it in its Regiſters, that it would 
be the beſt means of reviving the Au- 


thority of that illuſtrious Body, by ſhew- 


ing that they are the Guardians and 
Conſervators of the Law, in the ſame 


manner that Kings are the Protectors of 


it: And that conſequently the Parlia- 
ment was obliged to annul every thing 
that might have been tranſacted contra- 
ry to Law, ſo ſoon as it ſhould be at li- 
berty ſo to do. Theſe Reaſonings were 
accompanied by Reflections of a warmer 
kind, It was ask'd by ſome, If the ſe- 
reral Wrongs, and all the Injuſtice that 
might be done by Kings were for that 


Reaſon to be ſacred and immortal? If 


Law and Equity, once ſet aſide in their 
Lifetime, muſt therefore remain in the 
lame State after their Death ? To puſh 
the Royal Authority to that Extent 
would be, they faid, not to advance, but 
ther to deſtroy it; and it would fol- 
low at this rate, that a Prince might tie 
up the Hands of his Succeſſor, and hin- 
der him from redreſſing ſuch Abuſes as 


might haye crept into the State — 
18 
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. 1716. his Reign, which it W OrW<g ny 
dity to ſuppoſe. - 

Whilſt theſe Queſtions were /agitate 

between the contending Parties, the 
Council of State publiſh'd ſeveral Edi 

for the Regulation of ſmall Duties, and 

the minute Affairs of the Revenue. &. 

veral Offices which had been created be. 

fore the Year 1713, with the © Salaries 
annex'd to them, were alſo ſuppreſsd by 

the ſame Authority; and the principal 
Officers of the Town-houſe of Paris 

were declared Noble; Several Declarz- 

tions were alſo ſet forth by the Council 

one of which directed the Payment of 
certain Goyernment-Securities, and the 
Exchange of others into freſh Annuities 

at twenty- five per Cent. Another forbid 

the Exportation of all Gold and Silver 

Specie out of the Kingdom, during the 
Coinage ordered by the Edict of Septen. 
ber already ſpoken of, and this under 
the Penalties of Confiſcation, double 
_ Forfeiture, and Corporal Puniſhment, a 
the Caſe might require. A third exclu- 
ded all ſuch Perſons from trading in the 

Ports of the Lævant, and incapacitated 

them for bearing any Publick Office 

or appearing in any National Afembly, 
who ſhould eſpouſe Women born under Wl Sp. 
the Domination of the Grand Seignior, WW Cen 
or that ſhould even marry French Wo- i ef 
men 
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br... nen under the Age of Thirty without 4. 1716, 
ws 2 Conſent of their 3 Several SYY 
tatel I Judgments were alſo given by the Coun- 
eil concerning Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, with 
which it is unneceſſary to importune the 
Reader. l 
The Regent omitted nothing that 
might re-eſtabliſh the Credit of the Go- 
yernment, but notwithſtanding all his 
Care things could not yet be ſettled to 
his wiſh within the Kingdom, the Mo- 
ney-Bills and other Publick Securities 
being ſtill at a Diſcompt of fifty per 
Cent. | | 
It was ſome Conſolation however, 
that Affairs ſucceeded better abroad, 
Several Colonies were ſent into Lufiana 
and Candia. Methods were ſet on Foot 
for contracting Alliances with England 
and Holland, to which purpoſe Monſieur 
i Iberville was already at London, and 
the Abbot du Bois at the Hague, where 
after having conſulted with the Ambaſ- 
fador Monſieur Chateauneuf, he was to 
attend the King of Great Britain at 
Hanover, It was the Regent's Aim to 
make himſelf be thought as neceſſary ta 
thoſe Powers as they were to him ; and 
bly, his Miniſters ſucceeded fo well, that in 
nder Wl Kptember the Treaty of London was 
nior, MW concluded for the Confirmation of that 
Wo- Wl of Ur recht, in which the only Conceſhons 
| * made 


4n. 1716. made by France were compriſed in to yy 
&YV Articles, by the firſt of which it wy 1716 
ſtipulated, that the Works erected at Ordi 
| Mardyke ſince the Peace of Utrecht, ¶ nent 
ſhould be demoliſh'd, and that the Canal I vere 
ſhould be made incapable of receiving Ml, ei 
Veſſels of more than eighty Tuns. By in Sr 
the ſecond, France engag'd to oblige the WM year 


Pretender to repaſs the Alpes, and that Wl or F 
he ſhould no more be permitted to re. Mll cane 
turn into France. | Wat 
| To this ſucceeded ſeveral Edicts reh. WM but 
ting to the Coin, by one of which, it ¶ vo be 
was directed to bring into the Mint at the 1 
Paris, all the old Louis D'Or's that were 

either in the Hands of the General Re- T 
ceivers, or in the other Mints of the WW inw 
Kingdom. Notice was given at the been 
ſame time, that the Louis which had Pina 
been ſtruck in Conſequence of the Edits WM its 8 
of December laſt, ſhould paſs in common I year 
Payment, and be yalued at twenty Livres WM ling 
to the laſt Day of the current Year. It ¶ nd 
was likewiſe order'd, that ſuch Crowns WE forty 
as were to be reminted, ſhould be taken T 
on the firſt of January following for WM was! 
three Livres eighteen Sols and nine De- ¶ by t 
niers; on the firſt of February for three ¶ whi 
Livres fifteen Sols, and on the firſt of IM to de 


March for three Livres and ten Sols. bad 


We WW tn 
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We come now to the end of the Year 4. 1717. 


1716, which was cloſed with ſeveral * 
Ordinances relating to the Civil Govern- 
ment, All Taverns and Eating-Houſes 
were from hence-forward to be ſhut up 
it eight a Clock in Winter, and at ten 
in Summer : All Footmen and Seryants 
wearing Liveries, whether Frenchmen 
or Foreigners, were forbid the Uſe of 
Canes and Arms of all forts : A double 
Watch was order'd to be kept through- 
out Paris, and the Soldiers were forbid 
to be out of their Quarters after five in 
the Eyening. | 


The New Year was open'd in a very 
unwelcome manner to thoſe who had 
been concern'd in the Management of the 
Finances. 'The Court of Juſtice renew'd 
its Seſſion, and in a few Days there ap- 
pear d two freſh Liſts of Revenue-De- 


linquents to the Number of two hundred 


and upwards, whoſe Fines amounted to 


lorty millions of Livres. 
The Affair of the Princes of the Blood 


vas now brought again upon the Carpet 


by the Publication of a Memorial, in 
which the Jegitimated Princes propos d 
to demonſtrate, hat the lawful Princes 
bad no Right to demand the Revocation 
o the late King's Edict and Declara- 


tn, becauſe they were not proper Par- 
k 2 ties 


— * " * * 
* * 
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4. 1917. ties to the Caſe, and had 0 Intereſt it 
nz. That the late King had not exceed 
ed his Power in granting the Title an 
 Prerogatzves of Princes of the Blood jy 
That he hat 


the legitimated Princes. 
not acted againſt the fundamental Lau 
of the State, by calling them to the Su. 
cefſion of the Crown upon Failure of ile 
lawful Princes. Laſtly, that this Euig 
did in no reſpect infringe the Rights o- 
Intereſt of the Nation, and conſequently 
that the late King had not exceeded the 
Limits of his Authority, by any thing 
he had done in Favour of the legitimatil 
Princes. 
To ſupport the firſt of theſe Aﬀer. 
tions, it was obſfery'd that the only 
Points contain'd in the Edict and Declz- 
ration complain'd of, were the Succeſſion 
to the Crown upon Failure of the lay- 
ful Princes, with the preſent Poſſeſſion 
and Enjoyment of the Title and Honour 
due to the Princes of the Blood: But it 
was alledg'd, that there was nothing in 
this Diſpoſition which the lawful Princes 
had any Reaſon to complain of. As to 
the Succeſſion, the legitimated Princes 
have no Title to it till after the lawful 
' Princes ſhall be extin& : There is then 
no Wrong done to the latter, who ought 
rather to be very well pleaſed that upon 
Failure of their own Poſterity the . oy a 
0 


the Duke of ORLERANs. 253 
hould be poſſeſs d by that of the legiti- 4. 1917. 
mated Princes. By this means they will «WV 
at leaſt be aſſur d, that the Name of 
Bourbon will always appertain to the 
Kings of France, and that thoſe who 
bear it ſhall never be ſubjected to the 
Yoke of Foreigners. Secondly, as to 
the Honours due to the Princes of the 
Blood, the lawful Princes ſtill preſerve 
their Precedence and Superiority. What 
is it then that they complain of? Is it 
that the Number of the Princes of the 
Blood tarniſhes the Luſtre of the Royal 
Family ? That which tends to perpetu- 
ate a Family cannot diſhonour it ; nor 
can its Glory be diminiſh'd by that which 
averts its Ruin. Will it be ſaid that the 
Quality of Prince of the Blood is deba- 
ſed by the Communication of it to the 
natural Children? It is to the Honour 
of the Royal Family, that thoſe who 
derive their Birth from it, whether le- 
gitimate or not, {ſhould be diſtinguiſh'd 
to ſuch a Degree from other Men: And 
to this may be added, that it is more 
particularly for the Honour of the law- 
ful Princes, to ſee ſeveral Princes of the 
Blood beneath themſelves, as well as the 
other ſubordinate Orders of the French 
Nobility. | 


For 


254. MEMOIRS of 
A. 1717: For Proof of the ſecond Article it was 
WY argu'd, that a Prince of the Blood, a0. 

cording to Nature, is a Man who de- 
rives his Birth from the Blood Royal, 
The Legitimated Princes are of the Roy. 
al Blood by Nature; they are alſo Prin. 
ces by Cuſtom; for it is the unalienable 
Privilege of ſuch as iſſue from a King to 
be Princes. Thus the Declaration does 
no more than enable them to unite ty 
Qualities which they already hold from 
Nature and Cuſtom, and againſt which 
Union there is no poſitive Law in Being. 
The fame Equity reigns in the Decree 
which inveſts the legitimated Princes 
with the Honours of the Court and of 
the Parliament, becauſe thoſe Honours 
are not ſo rigidly; appropriated to the 
Quality of Prince of the Blood, as to be 
incommunicable to all others ; which 
may be proved by an infinite Number 
of Examples, of ſuch as have preceded 
the Princes of the Blood in France. 

In ſupport of the third Point it was 
faid, that the late King had not acted 
againſt the fundamental Law of the 
State, in calling the legitimated Princes 
to the Succeſſion in Default of the lau- dan 
ful Princes; for, where is this funda- Foff 
mental Law of the State ſo much ſpoken WW Pro 
of? If ſuch a Law ſubſiſted either by I this 
Writing or Tradition, it would be as II Hai 

antient 


the Duke of OrLEaN . 255 


tient as the Monarchy it ſelf, and 4. 1257. 
would have been always obſerv'd. But 


this is what cannot be ſaid of the pre- 
tended Law, which excludes the legi- 
timated Princes from the Throne. It is 
certain on the caffitrary, that the natural 
Children have ſucceeded to the Crown 
under the firſt and ſecond Race of our 
Kings, and that this Cuſtom has not been 
aboliſh'd by any poſitive Law under the 
third. | 

In ſupport of the fourth Article it 
was ſaid, that the legitimated Princes 
we by Nature of the Blood of Bourbon; 
form whence it follows, that they are 
to enjoy their Rank and Order agree- 
able to the original Contract made be- 
tween the Nation and the Royal Fami- 
ly, unleſs they are excluded by any ex- 
preſs Clauſe. But it has been already 
proved, that no ſuch Clauſe ſubſiſted 
during the two firſt Races of the Kings 
of France; therefore it muſt have taken 
Place under the third Race, and it hes 
upon the lawful Princes to inſtance ſuch 
a Clauſe. But this in Truth is what 
they are not able to produce. All they 
can do is to alledge an uninterrupted 
Poſſeſſion ; a Point which is fo far from 
proving any thing in their Fayour, that 
this alone hinder'd the Nation from ex- 


plaining it ſelf with Relation to the 
legitimated 
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4». 1717. legitimated Children, What they ad. 
vance of a pretended Violation of thy, 
Nation's Intereſt, is ſtill leſs to be de. 
fended. In conferring the Crown upon 
a particular Family, the People aim at 
the Preſervation of their own Repoſe, 
by avoiding the Inconveniencies that 
are inſeparable from Elections. Thus 
every thing which has a Tendency to 
prevent the Extinction of the Roya 
Family, muſt be deem'd to be confer. 
mable to the Deſires of the Nation, a 
well as confiſtent with its Intereſt. Noy 
this is what Lewzs XIV. has done, by 
calling the legitimated Princes to the 
Succeſſion of the Crown. In what the 
has he exceeded the Limits of his Power? 
Will any one fay, that the late King 
difpoſed of the Crown as of a Patrimo- 
nial Eſtate ? The very Terms of the 
Edict defend him ſufficiently from that 
Accuſation. F it comes to paſs, js 
the King, that there ſhall not remain 
one fingle lawful Prince of the Blot 
and of the Houſe of Bourbon, we believe 
in that Caſe, that the Honour of tit 
Succeſſion would of Right belong to 0 
ſaid legitimated Children. This cannot 
be ſtiled a Bequeathing of the Crown. 
This is no more than to ſay, that he b 
of Opinion that his legitimated Children 


ought to be placed in the laſt Rank ai by a 


his 


/ 
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his Succeſſors, and comprehended in the 4. 1713. 


primitive Contract between the People 
and their King conformable to antient 

Cuſtom. N 10 140 
The Memorial concluded with a Re- 
mark upon an Obſervation contain'd in 
the Petition of the lawful Princes, im- 
plying, that the legitimated Princes 
were not to value themſeFves upon the 
Elias having been regiſtred by the ſe- 
wral Parliaments of France, becauſe 
thoſe Tribunals had been forced to a 
Cmplyance : To which it was anſwer'd, 
that the late King had forbid all Remon- 
ſtrances before the enregiſtring of his 
Edicts, but not after they had been du- 
tifully accepted. That there were many 
Examples of this Practice; but nothing 
of the Kind had paſſed in the Affair of 
the legitimated Princes, and therefore it 
could not be queftion'd that the Parlia- 
ments had freely and voluntarily ac- 
_ his Majeſty's Edict in their Be- 
Soon after this came out a ſecond 
Memorial, in which the legitimated 
Princes examin'd the Form of the Edict 
in Queſtion, as they had before done the 
dubſtance of it. In this Memorial they 
alerted, that no Formality had been 
wanting. The Edict had been accepted 
by all the Parliaments of the Kingdom. 
11 That 
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An, 1717. That of Paris had never been ſo nume. 
wcdous as upon this Occaſion. All the 

Chambers were aſſembled. No leſs than 
nineteen Peers (I.) of France had voted 
for it, and even the lawful Princes had 
given their Suffrages in Fayour of the 
Legitimated, though they had not been 
ſollicited to it by the King, nor even 
deſir'd to be preſent. The Edict was 
receiv'd Næmine contradicente. It had 
been often put in Execution in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, and in Conjunctures 
when the Princes were at full Liberty 
to proteſt againſt it had they thought 
proper; particularly when the Parlia- 
ment decreed the Regency to his Royal 
Highneſs, and when the King firſt re- 
ceiv'd Homage from his Subjects in his 
Bed of Juſtice, » 

It was afterwards affirmed that this 
Affair could only be decided by a King 
at full Age, and in Confequence of a Pe- 
tition from the Three Eſtates of the 
Kingdom. In ſupport of this it was al 
ledged that the Edi& which i 


Meth 
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(1.) Formerly there were only twelve Peers in 
France, ſix of whom were Eccleſiaſticks, and the reſt 
Seculars, viz. The Archbiſhop of Rheims, and the 
Biſhops of Leon, Langres, Beauvais, Chalons and Num: 
he Dukes of Bourgogne, Guienne and Nomandy; 
e Earls of Toulouſe, Champagne and Flanders. At pte- 
_ there are no leſs than thirty-ſix hereditary Peers 
/ France, : PS. N . 


the Duke of Oct Eans. 


the Succeſſion to the Crown was con- 4#- 1719: 


formable to antient Cuſtom, and having 
been enregiſtred by all the ' Parliaments | 
without Contradiction, it could not be 
deſtroy d but by a poſitive Diſavowal. 
Kcondly, that with reſpect to the Ho- 
nours granted to the legitimated Princes, 
this was a Favour ariſing from the per- 
ſonal Intention and Will of the late King, 
Sovereign Maſter of all Ranks and Di- 
ſtinctions within his Kingdom, inſomuch 
that it could not either be revok'd, leſ- 
ſen'd, or alter'd in any degree, but by 
the like perſonal Intention and Will of 
the Prince who fills the Throne. This 
is not barely the Cauſe of the legitima- 
ted Princes, continu'd they, it is that of 
the Kings of France, ſince it reſpects the 
Limits of their Authority : wherefore 
it will be proper to defer all Examina- 
tion of the Affair till the King himſelf 
can be a Judge of it, and that with riper 
Years his Majeſty may have acquired the 
Faculty of diſtinguiſhing juſtly, as well 
as the full Power of acting according to 
his Royal Will and Pleaſure. 
After theſe Reflections the Memorial 
went on to obſer ve, that in former Re- 
gencies, and even under the preſent, the 
Examination of Affairs of far leſs Conſe- 
quence had been poſtpon'd till the King 


became of full Age. To what Tribunal 
L12 ſhould 
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4. 1717. ſhould they appeal? The Matter Wag 
not cognizable in a Bed 4 Juſtice, 
u 


which the King never holds but to ma- 


nifeſt his own Will, without ever recei. 


ving any Petition from the Subject. Ty 
ſend it back to the Parliament would be 
to deſire them to re-examine what they 
have already determin'd upon in the mof 
Solemn Manner, ſubmitting the Will 
and Authority of the King to the De- 
ciſion of his Subjects. The Council of 
Regency is alſo uncapable of deciding the 
Affair, becauſe the Majority of thoſe 
who compoſe it are intereſted in the 
Queſtion, and Parties to it: Nor can a 


Council efſtabliſh'd for no other purpoſe: 


than the Execution of the Royal Autho- 
rity, be qualified to judge the ſame Au- 
thority, preſcribe Bounds to it, and de- 
termine when the King has exceeded 
them. The Duke Regent then muſt be 
the ſole Judge of this Diſpute : But 
will his Royal Highneſs take a Buſinch 
of this Conſequence upon himſelf, who 
has often ſubmitted Affairs of leſs Mo- 
ment to be decided by a Majority of 


Votes? Will the Regent be at once 


both Judge and Party ? If he declares 


Himſelf to be no Party, he acknow- 


ledges that the other Princes are ſtill lcls 
ſo; and then it follows, that all further 
Debate is unneceſſary, It will be 10 

| at 
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that his Royal Highneſs may make an 4. 1714. 
Edict. But — will be the Motive 


to it? Shall it be the Petition? No, 
ſure; for that muſt ſuppoſe a regular 
Diſpute, and a formal Judgment, which 
is far from being the Caſe, becauſe the 
Council of Regency cannot take Cogni- 
zance of it. Does there ſubſiſt no Mo- 
tive for an Edict? Suppoſe there ſhould; 
Of what force can ſuch an Edict be Rs 
zainft another which has already taken 
place with all the neceſſary Solemnities ? 
Shall the Parliament be confulted upon 
it, either in Preſence of the King, or 
the Duke Regent, attended by the 
Chancellor ? It is true indeed, that In- 
ſtances may be given where ſuch a — 
has been practis d, but not one Example 
which is a juſt Parallel to the preſent 
Caſe. Here the ſingle Queſtion is, 
whether the Royal Authority ſhall be 
ſubmitted to the Examination of the 
Parliament, which is a rr en- 
tirely new in France. 


In Anſwer. to theſe Memorials the The la 
lawful Princes publiſh'd another, in ful Pria- 
which they adyanc'd the five following <5 Pe 
Propoſitions. Firſt, that they had an — 
Intereſt in the Caſe. Secondly, that Aaſ —— 
the late King had not Power to diſpoſe ;; — 


of the — nor confer the Title of 


Prince of the Blood. 'T hirdly, that the 
natuaal 
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4. 1227. natural Children of the Kings of Frany 
have no Right to ſucceed to the Crown, 
although leitimated, Fourthly, that 
the Examples alledg'd by the legitima- 
ted Princes, are either unfairly cited, or 
not in their Favour. Fifthly, that the 
King might revoke the Edict and De. 
1 of his Great-Grandfather, ei 
ther in his Bed of Juſtice, or by another 
Edict. 

To the firſt Head they ſaid, that if 
the King's of France were allowed the 
Faculty of calling their natural Children 
to the Succeſſion of the Crown, there 
would remain little or no Difficulty to 
place them in a direct Line of Succeffion 
upon Failure of lawful Iſſue. The firſt 
Step to this is already made by the Edict 
of Lewis XIV. The ſecond, in it ſelf 
leſs difficult, would require in another 
King, no more than the ſame Tender- 
neſs for his natural Children backed with 
the fame Authority. There is a greater 
Diſtance between the Quality of natural 
Son and Prince of the Blood, than be- 
tween this laſt Quality and that of a 
Son of France. The Princes of the 
Blood, and the Sons of France, have by U 
their Birth an equal Right to the Il * 
Throne; the Order of Succeſſion is the 
only Difference betwixt. them, but the — 


natural Son is excluded from the Crown 0 
by Men 
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by the Vice of his Birth. The legiti- 4. 1714. 
mated Princes ſufficiently juſtifyx - the VV 
Apprehenſions of the Princes of the 
Blood, when they go about to prove, 
that the Baſtards of the fin Race 
ſuceeded to the Crown in common 
with the lawful Children; that in 
the ſecond they fucceeded only in De- 
fault of lawful" Tue ; that they have 
mt been diveſied of this Right during 
the third Race; and laſtly, tbat every 
| thing which the late King aid in their 
Favour, was in Conſequence of the 
Right which be acknowledged to be in 
them with Regard to the Succeſſion of 
the Crown. (1.) Upon theſe Principles 
the legitimated Princes have acquir d the 
Right of a direct Succeſſion to the late 
King; they conſider themſelves as Sons 
of France, becauſe, as they affirm, no 
Law has incapacitated them to fucceed 
to the Crown upon Default of lawful 
Iſue, in a Word, the Right which the 
lawful Princes have of ſucceeding to the 
Crown with Exclufion to the legitimated 
Princes, muſt hence-forward depend up- 
on the Will and Moderation of thoſe 
very Princes themſelves. The Intereſt 
which the lawful Princes have in the 
al Diſcuſſion 
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(1.) Theſe are the Terms of the firſt and ſecond 
Memorials publiſh'd by the legitimated Princes. 
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4. 1717. Diſcuſſion of this Affair, will therefore 
no longer be a Queſtion. 

Another Intereſt, very dear to them, 
is the Injuſtice which is done to the 
Princeſſes of the Blood, who by Virtue 
of the Edict are placed in an inferior 
Rank to the legitimated Princes, and 
are obliged to ſign after them. 

A third Intereſt is that of the Publick 
in which every Frenchman is concern', 
and the Princes more particularly, as 
being of a Family which the Nation has 
choſen. to reign over Her, and conſe 
quently they are oblig'd both by Birth 
and Gratitude to defend its Privileges 
and maintain its Rights. To ſpeak 
Truth, France has the utmoſt Intereſt 
at Stake upon this Occaſion, An At- 
tempt is made not only to deprive herof 
the Liberty of chuſing a King in Caf 
the Royal Family ſhould become ex- 
tindt; but ſhe is at the ſame Time ex- 
poted to cruel. Factions, to civil Wars, 
and in a Word, to every kind of Dit 

orders and Misfortunes. If, after the 
Example of Lewis XIV, another King 
ſhould call his natural Children to the 
Succeſſion of the Crown, and the Royal W wh 
Family ſhould become Extin&, to which W ba 
of the two King's natural Children would be: 
the Crown devolve ? The leſs remote lit 
nr Tide has weave if 
ged 
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ed by thoſe who ſhould be adopted by 4n. 1713. 
— of the Sueceſſors of Les XIV; the 


Deſcendants of the Duke % Maine and 
the Count de Joulouſe would plead, that 
having been placed firſt in the Succeſſion 
to the Crown, after the lawful Princes 
of the Blood, they muſt conſequently be 
the firſt that could enjoy that Right. 
What Confuſion would this producè in 
the State! The two contending Parties 
would tear it to pieces, and the longeſt 
Sword muſt determine their Preten- 
lions. 700 
With relation to the ſecond Article, 
the Princes ſet-forth, that the Kings of 
France are no more than Adminiſtrators 
or Tenants to the Crown, and that 
therefore they cannot diſpoſe of it to any 
Perſon whatſoever. The Fundamental 
Law of the Kingdom takes care of this, 
and confines the Succeſſion in a direct 
Line to the Males of the Royal Family 
born in lawful Marriage. Otherwile if 
the King was Proprietor, he could not 
have been confin'd to a ſingle method of 
ſubſtituting his _ Succeſſor, but would 
have been at liberty to have taken 
whomſoe ver he thought fit, and even to 
have adopted a foreign Prince had he 
been pleaſed fo to do, which is a Propo- 
ſition that was never yet advanc d. 
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An exact Relation of all that the Prin. 
ces adyanced upon the third and fourth 
Articles would carry us too far, and be 
of little Uſe to the Reader. In ſupport 
of their fifth Propoſition they affirm'4 
that the King was at Liberty to hold a 
Bed of Juſtice upon the Affair, becauſe 
according to the antient Maxims of the 
Kingdom the Throne is never vacant, 
and a Minor King is always Major as fir 
as relates to the Adminiſtration of Juſ. 
tice, which muſt always be diſpenſed in 
his Name, and by the Power which Gd 
has given him. As his Infancy does in 
no Reſpe& diminiſh his Power, or take 
off from the Obedience of his Subject 
he cannot defer the Exerciſe of his Soye- 
reign Juſtice, which is both the moſt 
noble and moſt eſſential Part of Royalty, 
In a Word, if a Minor King has not 
Power to diſpenſe Juſtice by himſelf, 
the Laws of the Land have fupply' 
this Defect by giving him the Aid and 
Aſſiſtance of a Regent, who exerciſes for 
the King, and in his Name, all the Rights 
and Prerogatives of Sovereign Authority 
in all the Extent that the King himſelf 
could at any Time do. A Minor King 
may have Recourſe to any of theſe Ex- 
pedients, and there is not one of them 
that the lawful Princes will reject, be- 
cauſe they are all conformable to ** 
| has 
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their Cauſe, and the Equity of their 
udges whomſoe ver they may be. 

Such was the Language of the lawful 
princes of the Blood in their Memorial, 
which ended with an Anſwer to an Ob- 
yction that had been made them con- 
cerning their pretended Conſent to the 
late King's Edict and Declaration, and 
upon the ſolemn regiſtring of the ſame 
in the ſeveral Parliaments of France. 
As to the firſt of theſe, it was acknow- 
ldg'd that the Princes had been filent 
upon ſeveral very remarkable Occaſions, 
both when the Edict had been enregiſtred 
on the Morrow after the late King's 
Death, and at the Aſſembly of the Bed 
of Juſtice under his preſent Majeſty. 
But they had been agitated with Fear in 
felf the firſt Inſtance, and their Silence in 
ly' the ſecond was the Effect of a Promiſe 

they had made to his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke Regent. As to the ſolemn 
nt: Kkegiſtring that had been made in the ſe- 
ty reral Parliaments, they continu'd to 
{if WM affirm, that thoſe high Courts of Judi- 
ing WI ture had been forced to it againſt their 
b. Wins, for the Truth of which they ap- 
pealed to the Honour and Conſciences of 
be. the reſpective Members. 


has Mm 2 One 


has been praQtis'd in former Minorities ; 4. 1717. 
depending entirely upon the Juſtice of SNOW 
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One would be apt to think, that after 
peruſing theſe Memorials, it ſhould hays 
been very eaſy to have determin'd the 
Point that gave Birth to them; but nei. 
ther his Royal Highnels nor the Parliz. 
ment was deſirous to incur the Cenſüre 
that would certainly attend the Deciſion 
of it, which occaſion'd this important 
Cauſe to hang a long Time in Suſpenſe, 
notwithſtanding the ſeveral Petitions 
that were preſented on the Part of the 
legittmated as well as of the lawful Prin- 
ces, and alſo from the Dukes and Peers 
of France, which laſt was to the folloy- 
ing Purpoſe. 


© Or, 


HE underwritten Peers of 

| France, in Behalf of themſelves 

© and their abſent Brethren, moſt hum- 
© bly repreſent to your Majeſty, that 
* the Princes of your Blood having de- 
© manded the Revocation of the Edict of 
© Faly 1714, which inveſts the Duke 
du Maine, the Count de Tonlonſe, and 
© their Poſterity, with the Capacity of 
* ſucceeding to the Crown, as alſo the 
© Declaration of the twenty- third of 
May 1715, which grants them the 


© Title and Honours of Princes of thc 


; Blood, 


tbe Duke of Oxr eats; 


Blood, they cannot diſpenſe themſelves 4. 1725. 


« from requiring, that in revoking and 
« annulling the aboye-mention'd Edict 
« and Declaration, your Majeſty will at 
« the ſame Time be alſo pleas'd to annul 
the Declaration of the ninth of May 
« 1694, Which confers upon Meſſieurs 
the Duke du Mazne and the Count de 
© Toulouſe, the firſt and immediate Rank 
( after the Princes of the Blood; toge- 
ther with the Edict of 1711, which 
( inveſts them with the Right of repre- 
ſenting the antient Peers at the Coro- 
nation of the Kings of France in De- 
fault of the Princes of the Blood, and 
the Faculty of fitting in Parliament at 
the Age of twenty Years. 

© It is with Reluctance that the Peers 
go about to oppoſe the Effect of the 
( late King's Tenderneſs. They could 


{ wiſh that what they owe to their own 


{ Dignity upon this Occaſion were com- 
patible with the Reſpe& they bear to 
the Memory of that great Prince, and 
{ with the Gratitude they will always 
© entertain for the Benefits he has con- 


* ferr'd upon them. 


© But they are not at Liberty to be 
* filent, when their Dignity, for the 
© Preſervation of which they are equally 
© reſponſible to the State and to Poſteri- 


ty, is attack'd under ſo many different 
Pretenſions, 
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Pretenſions, in the principal and moſt 
inconteſtible of all their Prerogatives 


which is that of refuſing to acknoy. 
ledge any Superior except the lawful 
Princes of your Majeſty's Blood. 


The Peers of France are not appre- 
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henſive of being reproach'd with their 


Silence during the late King's Reign, 
with Reſpe& to the Edict and Decla- 
ration they now complain of. The 
Princes of the Blood have ſhewn to 
what ſmall Purpoſe any Remonſtrar- 
ces would then have ſerved, and the 
Peers have laid hold of the firſt Mo- 
ment of your Majeſty's Reign, to pro- 
teſt againſt every thing that had been 


done to the Prejudice of their Honour. 


This is what the Duke du Maine and 
the Count de Toulouſe acknowledge in 
their ſecond Memorial. | 

It would be uſeleſs to repeat the 
Arguments that have been already em- 
ployed by the Princes of the Blood, to 
prove that nothing but a lawful Birth 
can capacitate any Perſon to ſucceed to 
the Crown, with the Title and Ho- 
nours of Prince of the Blood. It 1s 
ſufficient that the Princes have made 
this evident from the fundamental 


© Laws of the Kingdom, from the Con- 
© feſſion of all Ages, and the conſtant 


© Senſe of the Nation. 


© Now 


| moſt 
tives, 
ow. 
awful 


Ppre- 
their 


eign, 


Jecl. 


The 
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Count 4 Toulouſe cannot defend their 
Title and Capacity of ſucceeding to the 
(Crown, nor the Quality of Prince of 
the Blood, conferr d upon them by the 
Edict of 1714 and the Declaration of 
(1715, neither will they be able to 
' juſtify themſelves in the Rank and 
prerogatives to which they pretend, 
by Virtue of the Declaration of 1694 
and the Edict of 1711. 
The Peers could wiſh that the diſtin- 
' euiſh'd Merit of Meſſicurs the Duke 
e Maine and the Count de Toxlouſe 
' was ſeconded and ſupported by a law- 
ful Deſcent. But this being the Gift 
of God alone, they maintain, that the 
Duke du Marine and the Count de 
' Toulouſe not being able to juſtify their 
Title of Princes of the Blood, they are 


by a Parity of Reaſon incapable of aſſu- 


ming any other Rank than that which 
is proper to the Dignities with which 
they are lawfully inveſted. 
The chief of theſe is the Peerage, 
and it is to that they owe their princi- 
pal Prerogatives. 
© But the Peerage has its Laws and 
' Maxims, which are as antient as its 
Inttitution. All the Peers are equal 
amongſt themſelves, and have never 


acknowledg d any other Su periority 
than 


£ Now if the Duke ai Maine and the 4. 1729. 


. 1717. © than what was deriv'd in the ordinary 
A 
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manner from the Date of their reſpec. 
< tive Creations, Each Peer fits in Or. 
© der as he was created. This is a 
© inconteſtable Principle, and was ac. 
© knowledg'd for: ſuch in the Caſe 
© Robert d Artois in 1333. 

© King Henry III. thought he had! 
ſpecious Pretext for breaking through 
this Rule in Favour of the Dukes « 
Joyeuſe and Epernon, to whom he 
intended the Honour of marrying hi 
Siſters, and upon this Confideration he 
iſſu'd his Letters Patents in the Monthy 
of Auguſt and November 1581, in. 
porting, that the Dukes of Foyen(;, 
Epernon, and their Deſcendants, ſhould 
have Precedence in all Places and Ce 
remonies before all the other Peers c 
France, and immediately after the 
Princes of the Blood. ey, 
© But this Favour, contrary to tie 
Rules of the State and the Rights 0 
the Peerage, ended with the Life 
that Prince from whom it was deri h 
and Henry IV. reftor'd to the Duke 0 
Montmorenci, the Rank which he hat 
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a Right to hold by Virtue of his Cres 
tion, which was more antient tha 
© that of the two Dukes before-mentio!- 
© ed, declaring at the ſame Time that he 
antient 
Orcdel 


did it in Conformity to the 


the Duke of OxLEiN . =. 


« Order of the Kingdom, and the Right 4 1717+ 
© of Seniority. Theſe are the expreſs | 


Terms of the Letters Patents dated in 
« September 1596, which are again re- 
i peated in the Order that was after- 
© wards made for enregiſtring them on 
the fourth of March in the ſucceeding 
ear, from whence it grew to be a 
( confirm'd Maxim, that the Peers of 
France have no Rule for their Pre- 
i cedence amongſt themſelves but the 
Order of their Creations, and that 
they can be preceded by no other than 
the Princes of the Blood. 35 
King Henry IV, ſo great a Prince 
ein himſelf and ſo much celebrated for 
chis Victories, was, it may be, the firſt 
' of all our Kings that ever granted Let- 
' ters of Legitimation to their natural. 
children. But at the ſame time that 
dhe conferr'd this Benefit upon them, 
che declared by his Letters Patents of 
' 1595, 1599, 1603 and 1638, that the 
Default of their Birth did not only ex- 
' clude them from all Pretenſions to the 
' Crowns of France or Navarre, and 
' every Branch of his Patrimonial Suc- 
' ceſſion, but he further declares that he 
' legitimated them for no other Reaſon 
but to capacitate them to receive Do- 
nations and Benefits, and to qualify 
them for holding Offices and Dignities 
- N n in 


N 
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An. 1737. (in Frame. The Patents of this Prince. for 
e which were accordingly pais'd in 160; M: bac 


1 Kings of France can only enjoy ſuch 


© thoſe Poſts and Dignities which it may 


and 1 608, to enable his natural Chil Pu 


dren to hold and execute ſuch Pot Pat 


and Dignities as he ſhould think pro- reg 

per to confer upon them, have thek © Mc 
© remarkable Words, together with a. 
ſuch Honours, Rights and Preroga.: the 
© tives, as do properly belong to the jail pee 
5 Offices and Dignities; inſomuch that pat 
according to theſe Letters Patent, re- kn; 
«© giſtred in all the Parliaments of the WM: Re: 
© Realm, the natural Children of the 


© Rank and Honours as are annexed to 


© pleaſe the Soyereign to confer upon 
© them, 

It is true indeed, that this Prince 
© alter'd his Conduct in favour of hi 
© natural Son Cæſar Duke of Yenguſme. 
After having declared by his Letten 
Patent of 1596, that by the antient 
© Order of the Kingdom the Peers were 
« to take place according to the Seniori- 
ty of their Creations, he thought fit 
© to alter that Diſpoſition by another 
patent in July 1596, by which he ' ary 
* erected the Lordſhip of Beaufr into « 7 
© a Dutchy and Peerdom in favour 1 
© this Ca/ar of Vendoſme, with a Clauſe con 


9 importing, * the Dukes of 2 * Dig 


3.4 


the Dale of Orrtans. 


Chad hitherto been preceded” 
Dukes of Montmorenti. By a nd 
patent in April 1610, which was en- 
( regiſtred upon the zoth of the ſame 
Month, he placed the Duke of Ven- 
(Ahſine immediately after the Princes of 
the Blood, and before all the other 
(Peers of France. But what was the 
Fate of theſe Patents? Every body 
(knows they were of no Force in the 
(Bed of Juſtice that was held on the 
(15th of May 1710 after the Death of 
1 IV, and by the Edict which 
(was granted four Months afterwards 
to the Clergy of Frante, and regiſtred 
in Parliament, the King expreſly ſaid 
ein the ſeyenth Article, that with re- 
'gard to the Rank of the Eccleſiaſtical 
' Peers, it ſhould be preſerved to them 
| xcording to the antient Uſage” of the 
© Kingdom. 

Nothing can deinotificate more fully 
than this Edict, that the Rank of the 
Peers of France, of equal Antiquity 

' with the Inſtitution of their 'Order, 

{can never be 'deftroy'd or inverted. by 

any oppoſite Law. 

© The Deciſion that was made in Fa- 

' Your of the Eccleſiaftical Peers is a 

common Law for the Temporal. The 


the 


| Dignity of all — Peers is equal, and 
n 2 


© their 


ort ſnouſd precede all ſuch Dukes as 4. 1717. 
* 


2%6 MEMOIRS of. 
As. 1717. * their Rank is only to be regulated by MM D. 
WY'Y < their Seniority. ry 
But one thing Rill more important Ml © Ci 
is, that by the Edict beforemention'd, Ml ali 
e Lewis XIII, at nine Years of Ape ' of 
«© aboliſh'd an Act of a King Major; and di. 
f this ſingle Example, fo adequate to the © th 
« preſent purpoſe, is ſufficient to proc 
that a King is never a Minor with Re. © pl 
© ſpe& to the Exerciſe of Juſtice, ad 4 
© that he is at all times inveſted with WM af 
. * neceflary Power to revoke ſuch Laws Ml © & 
| © as are inconſiſtent with the antient ; 
$ © Maxims of the Monarchy. 
< Laſtly, it is to be obſerved that this 
Edict of September 1610 has neyer 
© been revoked. The Edicts and Deck- 
© rations that have ſince been given in 
Favour of Meſſieurs the Duke 4s 
© Maine and Count de Toulouſe contain 
c nothing in Derogation to this Edi. / 
The Vote that paſſed in Parliament WM © 
during the Minority of the late King, E 
vyour Great Grandfather, againſt Frans u 
« of Yendoſme Duke of Beaufort, Son of © {| 
« Ceſar Duke of Vendoſme, furniſhes Wh © a 
another Proof, that it is impoſſible to © a 
© place the natural Children of our Kings Wl © a 
* above the other Peers of France. 
This Duke of Beaufort has two Ti- © 
< tles j in his Fayour. the firſt place, MW n 
© he is ee of Letters Patent for the r 
© Dutch) 


ed by 
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tion d 
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"5 and 
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„ and 
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tbe Duke of OaLEAMS. 


i Dutchy of Beaufort, granted by Hen- 4m: 1 Te 


IV. in favour of his natural Son 
© Ceſar of Vendoſme, which as we have 
already obſerv'd, inveſted the Dukes 
' of Beaufort with the Right of prece- 
ding all ſuch Peers as were preceded by 
the Dukes of Montmorenci. 
© The Patent of April 1610, which 
placed the fame Duke of Ven- 
(aoſine and his Children immediately 
( after the Princes of the Blood, was a 
ſecond Title ſtronger than the firſt, 
© Yet notwithſtanding this, as both 
( theſe Titles were equally in Violation 
' of the Laws of the State, and thoſe 
Maxims that have been conſtantly ob- 
' ſery'd by the Peers of France, they 
became of no Service to Francis, Son 
' of the aboyemention'd Cæſar Duke of 
' Fengoſme ; ; and when on the 18th of 
1 — 1643, be came to be ac- 
owledged in Quality of Duke of 
© Beaufort and Peer of France, it was 
* under the expreſs Condition "that he 
* ſhould enjoy his Rank and Precedence 
8 according to the Seniority of the Cre- 
* ation of the Lordſhip of Beaufort into 
a Dutchy and — 
* The King your Great Grandfather 
* confirm'd in the moſt authentick man- 
ner what had been ſo reſolved with 
8 tclatinn to the Duke of Beaufort du- 
© ring 
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aw; 0717. © xs his Minority, by aſſigning the ye. 


© he thought with reſpect 


ry ſame Rank to that Duke in the Bed 
< of Juſtice, that was held in his Mayor 
in 1661, as well as in that which fol- 


© low'd in 1663. 


© But this great Monarch has further 
« ſhewn in a very ſolemn manner what 
to the Rank 
© due to the natural Children of our 
< Kings. In his Deſign to adorn Henn 


Jof Bourbon, natural Son to Henry TV, 


< cient to prove that the 


« with the principal Titles and Degrees 
© of Honour, conformable to his Cent. 
0. -tlon and the Relation he bore to his 
EY, he raiſed him to the Dignity 

< = ke and Peer, but without other 
© Diſtinction than the ſimple Creation of 
© his Lordſhip of Verneuil into a Peer- 
dom, and the only Favour that was 
done him was to give him the Prece- 
© cedence of fourteen Peers who were 
© created at the ſame time, and received 
< in the Bed of Juſtice in 1663. 
| © Theſe two Examples would be ſuff- 
Quality of 
« Jegitimated Son of a King, can give 
© no Precedence over the other Peers; 
and they are of ſufficient Authority 
© to determine your Majeſty to reduce 
© the natural Children of our Kings to 
© the Rank that is due to them. In the 
Y Inſtances juſt now cited, the late King 
« your 


the Duke of OaLEANTS. 


(your Great Grandfather, acted accord- 4n.1717. 
ing to the antient Uſage of the King SN Y 


dom and the Maxims of the Peerage. 
As yet he was unbiaſs'd by any pri- 
vate Sentiments of Affection, and thoſe 
«© which Love and Paſſion afterwards in- 
( fpired him with, can never prevail 
« againſt the fundamental Intereſts of 
the State. | 
© Tt is further evident that his late 
Majeſty was of the ſame Opinion when 
che [coitimated his natural Children by 
@ his Patents of December 1673 and 
© November 1681, ſince he declared the 
( fole End and Intention of that Legiti- 
mation to be no other than to enable 
them to hold and enjoy the fame 
(Rights Faculties and Privileges which 
the natural and legitimated Children 
' of the Kings his Predeceſſors had been 
* accuſtomed to enjoy. He had not yet 
da thought of elevating them above the 
© Peers of France, nor of deviating from 
* what he had already order d and exe- 
' cuted with regard to the natural Chil- 
* dren of Henry IV. it 
After ſo many authentick and re- 
peated Examples, it cannot be doubt- 
' ed, that the Declaration of the 5th. of 
* May 1694, and the Edit of May 
©1711, as far as they relate to the Duke 


© ds Maine, the Count de Toulouſe and 
© their 


' 
' 
| 
b 
' 
| 
| 
: 
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a Prerogative only due to the * 
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their Deſcendants, are entirely opp. 
fite to the Laws and ſettled Cufſtons 
of the Kingdom. . | 

The Declaration inveſts them with ; 
Rank directly contrary to that itivari. 
able Rule which governs the Prece. 
dence of the Peers according to the Se- 
niority of their Creations. In conſe. 
quence of this, the Eccleſiaſtical Peers 
are excluded from that Pre-eminencc 
which they have enjoy'd for ſo many 
Ages, and which was garranteed to 


them in a ſpecial manner by the Edit 


of September 1610. Your Majeſty 
knows to what degree you are con- 
cern'd in the Preſervation of the Rights 
and Privileges of their Churches, and 
that they themſelves are in Conſcience 
obliged to maintain thoſe Prerogatives 
that do of Right belong to them. The 
Secular Peers have the ſame Right, 
and are equally obliged to maintain 
the Privileges of their Dignity, and 
preſerve the immediate Rank which 
they have always held after the Prin- 
ces of the Blood. . © 

The Edict of 1711 aſcribes to Meſ- 
ſieurs the Duke du Maine and Count 


de Joulouſe, the Right of repreſenting 


the antient Peers of France at the Co- 


ronation of our Kings. This, Sir, is 


the Duke o OfLEANs. 
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« of the Blood and the Peers of France an. 1217 
A 


410 « according to their Seniority. 

on «c In a Word, by Virtue of this Edict 
mY | they are intituled to take their Oaths 
; and fit in Parliament at the Age of 
| twenty Years, which is a Diſtinction 
5 I ( abſolutely without Foundation, and to 
ont. which the Natural Children of Henry 
(TV, or their Deſcendants never pre- 
c tended. 

© Such Pretenſions, fo contrary to the 
(Laws and Maxims of the Nation, in- 
( confiſtent with the Determinations of 
Henry TV, Lewis XIII, and Lewis 


5 pr Low by Authority of Parliament, 
dean never ſubſiſt under your Majeſty” q 
' elorious Reign, in which the antient 


The place in their full Vigor, and meet with 
oht, due Execution. | . 
Main * Your Majeſty is by ſo much the 
and MW more obliged to revive the antient 
hich WM Diſcipline of the Kingdom upon this 
in MF Occaſion, as the — of Henry 

IV, and Zewvis XIV, prove of what 
Meſ⸗ Conſequence it may be to deviate from 

em, 

ting . It is reſerved for you, Sir, to let all 
Co- Jour Subjects ſee, even in the begin- 
r, is „ning of your Reign, that you have no 
nces other Deſires or Intentions than to 


« of | | Oo © confirm 


MIV, your ＋7 Predeceſſors, and 


(Laws of the Kingdom ought to take 


232 J EMO TRS of 
*. 1917. confirm and ſettle the Fortune of the 
WY'V < State, by maintaining thoſe fundamen- Fr 
© tal Maxims which can alone ſecure and G 
« perpetuate its Happineſs ; by cutting | 
© ſhort all ſuch Enterprizes as may have Re 
© been undertaken againſt the primitiye Cl 
© Laws of the Kingdom, and by revo- M 
© king all ſuch Edits and Declarations MW ... 
© as are contrary to the antient Diſci- Ch 
© pline, and the Dignity of the Peerage, I 
For theſe Cauſes, Sir, may it pleaſe 
your Majeſty, that with the Edict of | 
Fuly 1714 and the Declaration of the Ls 
23d of May 1715, you will alſo re- 
voke and annul the Declaration of the {WM Le 
fifth of May 1694 in all its extent, Fr 
together with the Edict of May 1711, Ne 
as far as relates to thoſe Articles which | 
aſcribe to the Duke du Maine, the En 
Count de Toulouſe, and their Male Deſ- 
cendants, the Right of repreſenting 
the Antient Peers at the Coronation of 
© our Kings, excluſively of the other 
Peers of France, together with the 
© Permiſſion to enter and take. their 
© Oaths in Parliament at the Age of 
© twenty Years. 


mr , ̃—P OOTY To WY WA ' 


| Signed 
4 L. de Clermont, Biſhop and Dake f 
Fr, 


Laon, 
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Fr. Biſhop and Dake of Langres. Anu. 1717+ 
rg J. B. de N 2 Eber and NN 

Earl of Chalons. 

Rochebonne, Biſbop and Earl of Noions. 
Charles de la Tremoille. 

Maximilian Henry de Bethune, Du 

_ of Sully. . 
Charles Philip d' Albert, Duke of 

Luynes. | 
Lewis Charles Timoleon de Cofle, 

Duke of Briſſac. 6b. 3 
Lewis Francis Armand du Pleſlis, 

Dake of Richelieu. 

Lewis, Duke de St. Simon. 
Francis Duke of Rochefoucauld. 
Nompar de Caumont, Duke de la 

Force. | 
Emanuel Theodoſius de la Tour d 

Auvergne, Duke d' Albret. 

Montmorenci Luxembourgh. 


I. A. de Grammont, Duke de Lou- 


VIgny. 

Lewis Nicholas de Neufville, Duke 
de Villeroi, 

Duke de Mortemart. 

Duke de Treſmes. 

Duke de Noailles. | 

Armand de Bethune, Duke of Charoſt. 

The Duke of Villars, Marſhal of France, 

Lewis Auguſtus d' Albert d'Ailly, 
Duke of Chaulnes. 

Lewis Duke of Melun. * 

Oo 2 M. J. 


4. 171. _ Duke of Hoſtun, cam 
A L. A. de Brancas, Dake of Villars. ſuch 
Lewis d' Aubuſſon, Dube de la Feu. Deli 

6 witt 
On the $th of February his Royal ney 
Highneſs receiv'd a Viſit from the Kine Ml two 
who had been attended by the Faculty fuch 
of Phyſick, in Obedience to the Orden nue, 
of his Governeſs the Dutcheſs of Venta. mill 
dour, who was now to give up his Mz. the 
jeſty into the hands of his Governor the the 
Duke de Villeros. © es 0 
About this time Monſieur Voiſin Chan. WM fand 
cellor of France was ſtruck with a WM Ban 
Apoplexy, which carried him off at Six I C 
ty-two Years of Age. On the Morrow Wl bein 
after his Deceaſe his Royal Highne(s Wh dre! 
gave the Seals to the Attorney Generl WM in P 
Monſieur Dague ſſeau, who was ſucceed ¶ deli 
ed in his Employment by the Advocate and 
General Monſieur Joli de Fleuri, whon WM Hig 
the Regent promoted upon Monſieur WW tak 
Dague ſſeau's Recommendation. gen 
The Publick was very much pleaſed I of 
with the Advancement of theſe Magi the 
trates, who were Men of great Integrity MW the 
and Abilities ; But the Proceedings oi! MW em 


the Court of Juſtice, or as it was more the 

property ſtiled, the Fiery Court, occi- tor 

on d univerſal Complaints and Difcon-W Ma 

tent. On the Seyenth of January there Pri 
| Came 


— 


the Duke of OrLEAns. 


came out à very ſevere Decree againſt 4. 15. 
ſuch as ſhould conceal the Effects of any p 


Delinquents, with an Injunction to eve- ings of 
the Court 
of Juſtice, 


ry Perſon to diſcover all ſuch Effects 
within fifteen Days to the King's Attor- 
ney General. There appear'd afterwards 
two freſh Liſts of Fines impoſed upon 
ſuch as had been concerned in the Reve- 
me, the firſt of which amounted to four 
millions, and the ſecond, which made 
the eleventh, to thirty-two. Amongſt 
the reſt, the Receiver General of the Tax- 
es of Clamecz, was amerſed in fifty thou- 
ſand Livres, and ſentenc'd to three Years 
Baniſhment. | 


deliver'd him to the Duke of Orleans, 
and at the ſame time received his Royal 
Highneſs's Thanks for the Care ſhe had 
taken of his Majeſty's Perſon. The Re- 
gent then introduc'd the Marſhal Duke 
of Villeroi to the King, together with 
the Biſhop of Frejus his Preceptor, and 
the other Perſons who were to be 
employed in his Education. This was 


the Time for the Dutcheſs of Ventadour 
to retire, who having taken leave of his 
Majeſty and kiffed his Hand, the young 
Prince expreſs'd a great deal of * 
an 
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An. 1717. and preſented her with Jewels to the 
uVvalue of fifty thouſand Crowns. 

The Gentlemen of the Chamber took 

this Occaſion to deſire his Royal Higneſ 

to re-eſtabliſh them in their antient 
Right of ſleeping in the King's Chan. 

ber; But the Valets de Chambre having 
objected that they were poſſeſs d of thi 
Privilege during all the Reign of the 

late King, the Regent declared, that he 
would make no Alteration in the Cuſtom 

that had been laſt in uſe, and that he 
would leave this matter to be decided 

by his Majeſty when he ſhould come of 
Age. 

A few Days afterwards, the King ha- 
ving a mind to go to the Fair at St. Ger- 
mains, there aroſe a Diſpute between 
the Duke du Maine and the Marſhal & 

Villeroi, with Relation to the Places 

which they were to take in the King's 

Coach. The Marſhal affirm'd, that he 
Was only to give Place to the firſt Prince 

of the Blood, and the Diſpute was main» 

tain'd with ſo much Obſtinacy, that the 

King could not go to the Fair, and they 

were obliged to refer the matter to the 

Deciſion of the Council, who determin'd 

it in Favour of the Duke du Maine. 

On the fifth of March a Tax was im- 
poſed throughout the Generality of Pa- 
71s, in Proportion to every Man's Cir- 
cumſtances, 


/ / 


the Duke of. ORLEANS. 
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cumſtances, which was afterwards car- 4. 1717 
the tied into other Provinces at their own | 


Requeſt, 


changed at the Hague, upon which the 
Abbot a Bois, who had born the prin- 
cipal Part in that Negotiation, was gra- 
tied by his Royal Highneſs with the 
Abbey of St. Riquier. W 

Soon after this, News was brought 
that Count Gy//enberg Envoy Extraor- 
lnary of Sweden to the Court of Great 
Britain, had been put under Arreſt at 
Lindon, for having formed ſeveral In- 
tigues of a dangerous Tendency in Fa- 
your of the Pretender. | 

On the ſixth of February the Duke de 
Richelzen ſet out for Madrid, whither 
| he carried the Blue Ribbon for the Prince 
ns Hof turns. | 
the The Affairs of the Conſtitution Uni- 
nce I genitus ſtill continued to difturb Mens 


About the ſame time the Ratifications Ratifica. 
of the Triple Alliance between France, 
Great Britain and Holland were ex- ple Alli- 


tion of 
the Tri- 


ance, 


Affairs of 
the Conſti- 
tut ion Uni- 


an: Minds, and to divide the Sentiments of entw. 


the the whole Nation. Thoſe who in the 
hey late King's Time had been induced to 
the vive way to it, either through Fear or 
in'd Complaiſance, now endeavour'd to re- 
. pair their Weakneſs by retracting their 
um WW brmer Opinions in the moſt ſolemn and 


Pa athentick Manner. The Eccleſiaſticks 
| who 


= 
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moreover his Clergy havin 
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| 44x. 1717. who had then oppoſed it with moſt Con. 
ſtancy, being now recalled from Baniſh. 


ment or delivered from Priſon, main. 
tain'd their former Sentiments with dou. 


ble Zeal, and their Opinions ſeem'd to 
have acquir'd freſh Authority from their 
Sufferings. On the other hand, the 
Authors and Promoters of the Bull 
proud of having the Pope on thei 
fide, continu'd to maintain their Ac- 
ceptation, and acted with ſo much the 
more Vigour, by how much they 
thought themſelves oblig'd in Honour 
not to go back. This was what engaged 
the Cardinal de Rohan to make freh 
Efforts with the Cardinal de Noailhkes, 
who made anſwer, That under the Jatt 
King's Reign he had given up a great 
many Points which the Difficulty 
hoſe Times and the Exigency of Aﬀairi 
had exatted from him for the ſake if 
Peace. But at preſent he did not find 
himſelf in the ſame Circumſtances. That 
generally 
declared themſeFoes againſt the Co 
tution, he _ not recerve it in ally 
manner, without running the hazard 
of ſeeing hemfelf abandon'd by the Soi- 

nne, the Chapters, the general Cler- 
gy of the Dioceſs, and the greateſt par! 
of bis People. 


In 


the Duke of ORLENTAsS. 
In the mean time ſeveral Aſſemblies Au. 171% 
were held upon this er at the Palace: 


Royal, and always in the Preſence of a 
confiderable Number of Biſhops. The 
Attorney General Monſieur Fol: de 
Fleari appear'd at one of them on the 
fifth of March, and repeated in very 
earneſt Terms the Obſervations he had 
already made to ſuch Prelates as patro- 
led the Conſtitution. But his Royal 
Highneſs's Zeal was fruitleſs upon this 
Occaſion, and the Diſpute went on with 
more Warmth than ever. 
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The Time was now come when his Revoca- 


Royal Highneſs reſolv'd to diſſolve the 


tion of 
the TCham- 


Chamber of Juſtice, upon which the ber of 
Chancellor of France entred that Court Juſtice. 


tended by the proper Officers, and ha- 
ring firſt return'd the Members T hanks 
in his Majeſty's Name for the great Ser- 
ices they had perform'd, he proceeded 
to put an end to their Commiſhon in the 
following manner. 


Gentlemen, 


' ] Come to give you News of the 
End of your Labours, and at the 
fame Time to acquaint you with ſome- 
f thing that is not to have an End, I 
mean the Satisfaction that reſults to 


P p 


his 
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17. 1717: 6 Hi Majeſty and the Duke Regent/from 


© that Zeal and Courage which yoh have 
© exerted in the Courſe of ſo diſagreeable 
an Employment. | 

© 'The People of this Kingdom who 
© had long been a Prey to the Avarice 
of their Fellow Citizens, were earneſt 
for Revenge: You, Gentlemen, were 


© choſen for the Exerciſe of fo formidable 


an Office, and the Publick has expreſſ 
© edits Satisfaction in a Choice that pla- 
© ced its Intereſt in ſuch worthy Hands, 

© You are not ignorant however that 
even the moſt ſovereign Remedies may, 
© if too long continued, be attended with 
ill Conſequences, At the fight of x 
© multitude of Criminals, who either by 
* Alliances in Blood or Engagements in 
© Point of. Fortune have in a manner 
© woven themſelves and their Intereſt 
into the very Vitals of the State, the 
© Publick affrighted, falls into a kind of 
Conſternation and Dejection of Spirit, 
© which cloggs its Operations, and re- 
© tards every Motion of the Body Poli- 
tick. Such is the real Character of 
* the Multitude, who always ſubject to 
Inconſtancy, eaſily paſs from an Excel 
of Hatred to the ſame Degree of Com- 
« paſſion: They are pleaſed with an im- 


. F mediateand rigorous Puniſhment, but 


not being able to bear the Continuance 
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of Rigour, they ſoon abate of their 4s. 11173 
Anger towards the Guilty, and eafily VV 


bring themſelves to think thoſe Inno- 
cent whom they have obſery'd to be 
( for a long time Unhappy. 

It is left to the Prudence of the So- 
( yereign to ſtudy theſe different Mo- 
tions; to know how to proportion the 
Medicine to the Conftitution bf the 
patient, and ſo to temper Severity 
(with Indulgence, that the Rigour of 
the one may retain Mankind within 
(the Bounds of their Duty, whilſt the 
( Gentleneſs of the other inſpires them 
(with a Confidence not leſs neceſſary 
(than Fear it ſelf for the Glory and 
' Happineſs of the Government. 

© Agreeable to this, the ſame Wiſdom 
that gave Birth to the Court of Juſ- 
' tice now ordains the Revocation of it, 
and reſtores you to the exerciſe of more 
gentle tho' not leſs important Functi- 
'ons; where, after the Example of 
' thoſe great Magiſtrates whom his Ma- 
jeſty had placed at your Head, you will 
eyer retain the ſame Spirit of Juſtice, 
and the ſame Love for the Publick 
with which you have hitherto been 
animated, | 

It would have been more advan- 
tageous to the Publick, as well as more 


honourable for this Aſſemby, that the 


Pp 2 © ſame 
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4.11717. © fame Voice which formed its Union ve 
might alſo have pronounced its Sepa- tei 


« ration. But ſince by an unforeſeen E. Pe 


vent, and by a Choice as little deſuedl ha 
as deſerved, L have at preſent the Ho- th 
nour to be inveſted with this Func. MW St 
tion, I dare aſſure you at leaſt, that 0 
© body could take a greater Pleaſure in \ 
< pronouncing thoſe Praiſes that are due Dil 
© to your Services, and to that com- wit 
© mendable Zeal which is even ſuperir ii Th 
to all you have performed. or 1 
If this Zeal could not be ſatisfied ini ble: 
all its extent, you are poſſeſſed at lea Cot 
© of ſomething very precious to honeſt ced 
Men, the Satisfaction of having broke fer: 
© the Courſe of a Depredation which the #3 1 
© Misfortunes of the Times had ſeemedi eve 
© to have placed above the reach offi anc 
© Law; and you will carry this Conſo- for 
© lation away with you, that the Chan- in 
© ber of Juſtice, is now upon the Point aue 
of becoming a memorable Ara, by th 
© which Poſterity will diſtinguiſh th tio 
Time when Regularity ſucceeded ii Ec 
© Licentiouſneſs, Order to Confuſion W th: 
© and Knowledge to Obſcurity; when nu 
the Wiſdom' of the Government, de. fre 
© liver'd from the cruel Neceſſity of en th 
© forcing Fear by the Rigour of its P en 
, niikments, will from henceforwarc : 


© taſte the Pleaſure of making itſelf ie 
2 „ py c yered 


„ m M ON ad 


d yered for its Benefits, and always at- 45. 1717. 
tentive to the Eaſe and Comfort of the 1 


people, will enjoy the ſolid Glory of 
c having eftabliſh'd the Greatneſs of 
« the King upon the Felicity of his 
(Subjects. | 


When the Chancellor had finiſh'd this 
Diſcourſe he preſented the Aſſembly 
with an Edict for a general Amneſty. 
The Real and Perſonal Seizures, made 
or to be made, upon Lands or Mova- 
bles, in Execution of the Orders of the 
Council of State and Sentences pronoun- 
ced by the Chamber of Juſtice, were re- 
ferred to the Court of Aids at Paris, 
as well as the Awards and Diſcuſhons of 
every kind which they ſhould occaſion ; 
and.it was further order'd that from hence- 
forward, the Accounts of- thoſe concern'd 
in the Revenue ſhould be receiv'd and 
audited in the uſual manner. Soon after 
this there came out ſeveral Declara- 
tions for explaining the aboye-mention'd 
Edict, by one of which it was ſet forth, 


that the general Farmers of the Reve- 


nue ſhould for the future be exempt 
from all Fines and-Enquiries whatſoeyer ; 
that the Names of ſach as had not been 
engaged in any extraordinary Affairs 
ſhould only be erazed out of the eſtab- 
liſh'd Liſts, and that ſuch as were not 

com- 


4. 2717. compriſed in them ſhould not be em- 
ployed in any Affairs relating to the Fi. 
nances. By another the General Recei- 
vers and the Treaſurers, inſerted in the 
above-mentioned Liſts, were alſo exempt- 
ed from all future Moleſtation. Laſt. 
ly, all the Government Securities which 
had not been audited, with Exception 
only to the Notes of the General Recei- 


vers, were by a third Declaration annulled 
and aboliſhed. 


The only End propoſed by this great 


Alteration in the Government was to 


bring on a Circulation of Money, and 


by that means to revive the Commerce 
of the Kingdom, which had languiſh'd 
for a long time in a very deplorable 
manner. | 
Several On the tenth of April the Council of 
Regulati- State ſet forth a Declaration, by which 
cerning the Collectors and other Officers of the 
Com- King's Receipt were directed to accept 
—— the new Bank Bills for their full Value. 
ehe Civil Another Particular, equally agrecable 
_ to the Publick, was an Order iſſued 
from the ſame Council, permitting the 
Currency of ſuch Lewis D'Ors as had 


been new minted in Obedience to the 


Edict of December 1715, to the Month 


of May of the preſent Year. 
Towards the End of the Month his 
Royal Highneſs diſpoſed of the General 


Farms 


. 
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Farms of the Kingdom, which for the 4. 1717 
future were to be managed by thirty 
Farmers inſtead of forty, as they had 
hitherto been. 

On the thirtieth of April the Parlia- 
ment publiſh'd a Placart forbidding all 
Perſons of what Condition ſoever to play 
at Games of Chance, or ſuffer others to 
do it, either in their Houſes or Shops, 
even at Publick Fairs or on any Occa- 
fon whatſoever. 

Upon the fifth of May the. Court of 
the Mint enregiſtred an Edict poſtponing 
the Diminution of the Crowns and other 
Species, as ordered by an Edict of the 
Month of May in the foregoing Year, to 
the firſt of Fuly following. 

On the twelfth the Parliament enre- 
giſtred the King's Patents for regulating 
Commerce in the French Colonies of 
America. 

The ſeventh of May was diftinguiſh'd The Czar 
vith the Arrival of Peter the Great, nn 
late Czar of Muſcovy, at Paris. This 
Prince went immediately to the Louvre, 
from whence he was conducted to the 
Hotel de Leſdiguieres, which had 
been magnificently furniſh'd for his Re= _ 
ception. He was attended by the King's 
Officers, and the Expences of his Table 
mounted to four thouſand Livres per 
Diem. A Detachment of fifty * 


T 0 f : 1 , 
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I. 1917; at $w3/s Guards were poſted at the Nc 
gate of his Hotel, and an Exempt! at be ha 
the Head of eight of the King's Body Mot P 
Guards was order'd to attend him wii, paid * 
eyer he went abroad. Princ 
On the Morrow after his Arrive) he WI: con 
Was 0 Vis by the Duke Regent, and Eran 
two Days afterwards by the King him- ed! 
ſelf, accompanied by the Mareſchal 4 
Villeroi and the principal Officers of the 
Kingdom, attended by fifty of the Body 
Guards with their Kettle Drums and 
Trumpets. The Czar came and received 
his Majeſty juſt as he alighted out of 
his Coach, led him into his Apartment, 
and reconducted him in the ſame man 
ner. The next Day his Czariſh Majeſty 
went with the King's Coaches to the 
Palace of the Louvre, followed by the 
French and &wiſs Guards, their Drums 
beating to Arms, where he was met by 
the King of France, who return'd him 
the ſame Honours that he had receiyed 
the Day before, | | 
The fame Day the Provoſt of the 
Merchants and the Sheriffs of Paris n 
their Habits of Ceremony attended his 
Majeſty with the uſual City Preſents, WF to hi 
being conducted by the Marquiſs % rity 
Dreux, Grand Ma er of the Cere- net 
monies. Roys 


Doe 


B__ 
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t the Notwithſtanding theſe Occupations, 4s. 1714: 
pt at Mic had already been to ſee ſeveral parts SWY 
Body Mof Paris, and the Viſits he afterwards 
vhen- N paid to the Duke Regent and the other 
| princes did not hinder him from de voting 
ral he : confiderable part of each Day to the 
and Examination of every thing that deſer- 
him- ved his Curioſity and might be of any 
al + MU to him hereafter; Neither Univerſi- 


f the tics, Manufactures, Laboratories, Military 
Body WM Exerciſes, Eccleſiaſtical Ceremonies, Pala- 
and WM cs, Gardens, nor any thing that was rare, 
eived WM cſcaped his Notice: He would ſee every 
ut of i thing, and the French took Pleaſure in 
nent, WM gratify ing his Inclinations. 
man-W He went often to the Obſervatory of 
jelly i Paris, where he made himſelf admired 
the br the Fineneſs of his Knowledge even 
the Wl by Monſieur Caſini. At the Mint he 
rum received a Gold Medal, which the Di- 
t by WM rector ſtruck in his Preſence, repreſent- 
him ing himſelf with this Motto, Petrus 
ived Wl Aexiwitæ Czar Mag. Ruff. Imp. On 
the Reverſe was Fame with theſe Words 
the Wl /ires acquirit eundo, and in the Margin 
is in vas Lutet. Paris. M. D. C. XVII. Sil- 
] his ver Medals of the ſame Dye were given 
ents, WW to his Attendants. From hence his Ma- 
ty was conducted to the King's Cabi- 
cre-W net of Medals, and afterwards into the 
Royal Workhouſe for Gold and Silver 
Curioſities, where he was ſhewn an infi- 
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An. 1717. nite numberof magnificent Performances 
LY V which! he conſider'd with an Attention 
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that demonſtrated the Elegancy of hi 
Taſte: His Majeſty had alſo the Curio. 
ſity to ſee a Cataract couched upon the 
Eye of an old Invalid, by the famous 
Mr. Stackhouſe, and was ſo well pleaſe 
with the Operation, that he immediate. 
ly took an Apprentice of that ingenious 
Actift 3 into his Service, as the King of 
Sicily and the Great Duke of Tuſcany 
had done before. 'The Czar was not i 
fatisfied with the Machines and Experi- 
ments that were ſhewn him by the . 
demy of Sciences. He was pleaſed to 


take his Seat in the Academy, and gave 


the Members leave to fit down, that he 
might the better obſerve the Order of 
the Aﬀembly. He did the ſame Ho- 
nour to the Academy of the Belles 
Lettres, and very much admired the 
Medals of the Kings of France, and the 
Hiſtory of Zezws XIV. 

What this Prince ſaw in the Acade- 
mies and in the Louvre was far from be- 
ing ſufficient to ſatisfy his Curioſity; 
and fo great was his Thirſt after Know- 
ledge, that there was nothing extremely 
curious in the Hands of private Perſons 
which he did not go to ſee, and would 
examine every thing with fach Patiencc 


and Diſcernment as always extorted the 
Praiſes 


| 
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Praiſes even of thoſe whom he himſelf 4u. 1217. 
moſt admired for their Ingenuity. AS 
other times he would ſend for learned 
Men to his Palace, communicate his 
Knowledge to them and make the beſt 
of theirs. Twas thus he acted with 
Monſieur Liſſe the Geographer, with 
whom he entertain'd himſelf concerning 
the Extent and Situation of his Empire. 
His Majeſty had the Goodneſs to ſhew 
him ſeveral Charts of his Country in 
Manuſcript, made him remark a Fortreſs 
which had been lately built by his Com- 
mand in Tartary, and diſcourſed with 
him of ſeveral new Acquiſitions which 
he had made by the Submiſſion of a 
ſartar King, and of one hundred thou- 
land Calmucks. | 

A Curiofity reflecting ſo much Ho- 3 
nour upon the French Nation juſtly de- | 
ſerv d that nothing ſhould be omitted 
that might ſatisfy it, and agreeable to 
this the King, the Princes and private 
Perſons were all equally ſollicitous to do 
his Czariſh Majeſty Pleaſure. The Duke 
d' Antin made him a Preſent of a De- 
ſcription of Paris in the Rufian Lan- 
guage; the Count de Toulouſe deſired 
his acceptance of a large Sea-Chart, and 
ſome very rich Screens; In reality, he 
never expreſsd an Admiration for any 
thing he ſaw in his Viſits that he did 
Qq 2 * 
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2 1717. not find in his own Apartment at hu part" 
Return; infomuch that his Majeſty wal the 
bbliged to confeſs he had no where found Mare 
ſo much Politeneſs as in France. 

One Particular that ſeem'd to give 
him a great deal of Pleaſure was his be. 
ing preſent at an Audience of the Par. 
liament, whither he was conducted by 
the Bayliff of the Court and placed in 
one of the Lanterns. A Cauſe was 
pleaded by two celebrated Lawyers, and 
recapitulated by the Advocate Genen 

de Lamoig non, after which this Magif- 
trate told the Court, that it was no new 
thing for foreign Princes to conſult the 
Parliament upon the moſt important Af. 
fairs of their Kingdom; but that a Mo- 
narch whoſe Dominions were ſituated at 
fo great a diſtance from France, and who 
was 10 powerful both in Europe and Aſa, 
ſhould deſire to be a Witneſs. of their 
Proceedings, was an extraordinary Ex- 
ample, and deſerved to be tranſmitted 
by their Regiſters to lateſt Poſterity. 
The Audience being finiſh'd, the Czar 
ſaluted the Prefidents and Counſellors, 
who were all in their red Robes and 
Furrs, a Ceremoney that had never been 
_ practiſed upon ſuch an Occaſion except 
in Honour of the Emperor Charles V. 

The Czar left Parzs about the middle 
of une and went to Sþawy. At his de- 

parture 
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arture he preſented the Duke 4 Antin, 4. 1917. 


Ne Marſhals 7; efſe and A Etrees, the © 
Marquiſs of Divri and Monſieur de 
Verton, with his Picture richly ſet in 
Diamonds. The latter had been very 
much in his Favour, inſomuch that he 
always dined with him, and the Czar 
prevailed with the King to give him a 
Penfion of fix ' thouſand: Livres. His 
Majeſty gave ſeveral Gold Medals to 
iffrent Officers; fifteen hundred Duc- 
kats to the Servants of the King's Kit- 
chin, and the ſame Sum to thoſe above 


Stairs. fi 


About this time there ſprung up an Diſpute 


Affair of very great Importance, which 


was the Diſpute between the Nobles bles and - 
and the Peers, occafion'd by the Pre- the Peers. 


tenſions of the latter to be Chiefs and 
Judges of the French Nobility, to have 
the ſole Right of repreſenting the Anti- 
ent Peers of France immediately after the 
Princes of the Blood, and of forming a 
diſtinct and ſeparate Body from the reſt 
of the Nobility, upon which the Nobles 
preſented a Petition to the King, the 
ill Succeſs of which obliged them to 
have recourſe to a ſecond, which was as 
follows. 


SIR, 
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51 R, 
"Pericion HE underwritten of the Order 
of the © of the Nobility moſt humbly 


Nobility. £ beſeech your Majeſty to interpoſe you; 
| Royal Authority to reſtrain the At. 
< tempts of the Peers, whoſe continua 
Aim it has been for a long time to ele. 
vate themſelves above the reſt of the 
< - Nobility, to form an Order ſuperior 
to it, arid eſtabliſh, if it were poſſible 
a kind of Equality between themſelxes 
and the Princes of the Blood. We wil 
not in this Place importune your Ma 
« jeſty with the Hiſtory of all the Di 
ſtinctions they have uſurped, which 
© they continue to multiply every Day, 
© and which if they perſiſt in them, wil 
© be the ſubje& of particular Demand 
© on the part of the Nobility. 
We will content our ſelves with re- 
« preſenting to your Majeſty that the 
late King, your Auguſt Great Grand- 
< father, having obſeryed that the Pre- | 
< tenſions of the Peers encreaſed in Pro- | fou 
portion to the Augmentation of their W © 
Numbers, was convinc'd of the Neceſ- W J 
© lity of fixing certain Bounds which . en. 
© ſhould be their Non plus ultra for the . ut 
© time to come, and it was with this W U,. 
© View that he publiſh'd his Edict of . 4 
| c May 0; 


[ 
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« May 1711, concerning the Rights of 4. 1717. 


the Peerage. But the laſt Offices were 

rde: not perform'd to this Great Prince be- 
nbly fore the Peers attempted to put them- 
your ſelves at the Head, of the Nobility, 
At. WM and in Quality of Chiefs and Superiors 
nual to preſent them to your Majeſty. | 
This firſt Attempt not having met 

( with all the Succeſs that they expect- 
' ed from it, ſeveral Writings long ſince 
grown obſolete, were again trump'd 
' up, and new ones publiſh'd, in which 
' all the Orders of the State read with 
Indignation, hat it belongs to the 
Peers to decide all Controverſies re- 
' lating to the Succeſſion of the Crown, 
(and the Regency of the Kingdom ; that 
(i is Weir Part to regulate the in- 
' portant Afﬀairs of the State; that the 
Peers are the natural Fudges and 
* Chiefs of the Nobility, over whom 
the they are elevated to a very high De- 
nd- WM gree in a diſtinct and ſeparate Order. 
re- WM For ſome Months paſt they have even 
ro- MW found the means to get theſe and other 
cir equivalent Expreſſions inſerted into 
- MW your Majeſty's Edits and Declarati- 
ich MW ons. Laſtly, They maintain, in a Pe- 
the WW fition lately preſented to your Majeſ- 
his MW ty, that the Right of repreſenting the 
of Antient Peers at the Coronation of 

ſay u Kings, is ſolely due to themſeFves 
« after 
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4m. 3717. after the Princes of the Blood. Pro- 


4 
/ 


© poſitions ſo contrary to your Majeſty', 
© Authority, to the Intereſts of the 
Nation, and the Dignity of the Nohj. 


- © lity, that the Gentlemen of your King. 


dom would hayScome in Crowds to 
© have thrown themſelyes at your Ma- 
« jcſty's Feet and to have implor d your 
© Juſtice, if more anxious to expreſ 


(their Submiſſion than even to preſerye 


their moſt inconteſtable Rights, they 


© had not thought it their Duty to wait 
© for your Majeſty's Permiſſion. 
We dare venture to aſſure our ſelves 


Sir, that ſo reſpectful a Conduct wil 


© be in no Degree prejudicial to the Ju- 
© tice of our Cauſe, and that the wit 
and equitable Prince with whom your 
* Majeſty entruſts the Guardianſhip of 
< your Authority, will not fail to ob- 
© ſerve to your Majeſty that the Subject 
© of this Memorial is no flight Diſpute 
© between. particular Perſons, but that 
© It regards even the very Being of the 
© whole Body of the Nobility : of that 
© Nobility whoſe Diminution, if we 
© may uſe the ſame Words as the Kings 
your Predeceſſors, would moſt certain- 
© ly draw on the Ruin of the State, and 
© which cannot be debaſed without tar- 
* niſhing and obliterating 
the Kingdom. But that which 1 
1 * 
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both our Joy and our Conſolation is, 4s. 1717: 
„that our 


the ſame with your Majeſty's, and 
© upon this, as well as all other Occa- 
© fons, your Nobility have the Satiſ- 
faction to ſee that the beſt way to pre- 
( ſexye their own Grandeur is to defend 
the Prerogative of their Sovereign, 
© Ina Word, Sir, the Nobility would 
© have nothing to complain of, if the 
( Peers, retaining a due Reſpect for the 


ney Regal Authority, did not attempt to 
break thro? thoſe Limits which it has 
yes WY preſcribed them by the Edict of 1711. 
will For theſe Reaſons therefore may it 
Ju ' pleaſe your Majeſty to declare that the 
wie Peers of France do not form a diſtinct 
rand ſeparate Body, and in Conſequence 
of ' of this forbid them to create Syndics 
Fo and Commiſſaries; to declare alſo that 
ec they have not the ſole Right of deci- 


ding all ſuch Diſputes and Controver- 
' fies as relate to the Succeſſion of the 
' Crown and the Regency of the King- 
dom during a Minority, nor of regu- 
' lating the important Affairs of the 


3 * State ; that they are neither the 
an- Chiefs, nor the Sole Judges of the 
and Nobility; that the other Gentlemen 
tar. MM of your Kingdom have an equal Right 
y of * With the Peers to be Summon'd to the 
akes ' Coronation of our Kings, and to repre- 


R x ſent 


tereſts are in all. reſpects S 
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4. 1717. © ſent the antient Peers of the Kingdom; 
© to order that for the future theſe 
Terms ſhall not be inſerted in your M © 4 
< Majeſty's Edicts and Declarations, and MW fie 
that the Peers ſhall confine themſelyes Ml in 
© to the Enjoyment of thoſe Privileges i ed 
© that are allign'd them by the Edict of Ml © 
* 1711, without aſſuming any freſh Pre. tie 
. rogatiyes. ( cat 


Signed by 


e Meſſieurs the Count de Chatillon, 
« Knight of the Order of the Hol ly Gli; 
« the 1 uiſs de Liſtenay, Euch of 
« the Golden ate; the Margquifs de 
© Conflans, fir ſt Gentleman of the Chan- 
ber to his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
© Regent ; the Count de Laval; the 
© Count de Mailly ; he Count JEftain; 
© the Count d Hautefort; the Marquiſs 
de Surville ; oy eur de Montmoren- 
© ci Foſſeuſe; ; ang ſeveral others. 


This Petition gave Occaſion to the 
following Order of the King's Council 


of State, which was publiſh'd by Sound 
of Trum pet. 


c The 


— 
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HE King being inform'd that 
upon Account of certain Memo- 
© rials publiſh'd in the foregoing Year, 
© in which ſeveral Perſons of diſtinguiſh- 
( ed Birth have imagined the Rights, of 
the Nobility to be concern'd, a Peti- 
tion has been drawn for their Vindi- 
( cation in order to be ſigned by a great 
Number of Gentlemen both in Paris 
(and the ſeyeral Provinces; and as 
the Nobility, though one of the firſt 
Orders of the State, and that which 
his Majeſty. regards as the chief 
strength of his Kingdom, cannot form 
(it ſelf into a Body nor ſign Petitions 
in Common without the expreſs Per- 
( miſſion. of the King, and that conſe- 
(quently ſuch an Attempt cannot. be 
made without wounding the principal 
Maxims of the Conſtitution; not to 
mention that it would be both unuſe- 
fall and out of Seaſon where the Diſ- 
pute relates only to Memorials that 
* were not levell'd againſt the Nobility, 
and in reſpe@ to which they may ſafe- 


An. 17179; 
A 


n rely upon his Majeſty's Royal Af. 


* teQion as a ſtronger Support of their 


Rights than all the Petitions ey 


could preſent were they even quali 
' ed to make them in a regular Man- 


ner. 
Rr 2 His 


308 ö MEMOIRS of 
4s. 1117- * His Majeſty therefore being in hi 
WWW c Council, by and with the Advice of 

£ Monſieur the Duke of Orleans, Re. 
gent, does hereby ſtrictly and expreſly 


c prohibit and forbid all the Nobles of il Att 
© his Kingdom of what Birth Rank or wer: 
© Dignity ſoever to ſign the faid pre. WM Cou 
© tended Petition upon Pain of Diſobe. WM weri 
«© dience, till ſuch time as it ſhall be Pret 
© otherwiſe order'd by his Majeſty ac. T 
< cording to the eſtabliſh'd Rules of the Ml Bloc 
Kingdom; yet ſo that this preſent 
© Arret ſhall not be conſtrued to wound 
© the lawful Rights Privileges or Pre. 
< rogatives of the Nobility, which his 
© Majeſty has no Intention to prejudice, 
© and which he will always maintain, 
© after the Example of the Kings hu tent 
Predeceſſors according to the Rules of Wl T 
© Juſtice and the eftabliſh'd Order of the Hor 
© Kingdom, | N perr 
| ger 
This Difference was a Conſequence of FW cont 
the Diſpute ſubſiſting between the law-i tles, 
ful and the legitimated Princes. The whi 
latter endeayour'd all they could to pro- Edi 
_ craſtinate the Deciſion of their Affair fon 
and had even challenged no leſs than I. 
thirty-four Perſons who had been ap- the 
pointed Commiſſioners for examining the for 
Merits of this famous Caſe. Their Op- Aff 
polition obliged the Duke Regent to brin 


have 


the Duke of ORLEARNS. 


was to order, that during the Month of 
May. both Parties ſhould deliver their 
Reaſons, Proofs, and Memorials to the 
Attorney and Sollicitors General, who 
were to make their Reports to the 
Council of Regency, where both ſides 
were to. be heard in ſupport of their 
Pretenſions. 
This was what the Princes of the 
Blood defired ;. and accordingly two 
Days after the Publication of this Order, 
they ſet forth a freſh Memorial accom- 
panied with the following Reflections 
upon the Neceſſity of examining their 
Affair, of the Form of Judgment to be 
made uſe of, and the Conſequence of Pa- 
tents of Legitimation. 


tles, Privileges, Honours and Rank, 
which had been granted them by the 


tioned. 92k 
In the ſecond Place they affirm'd, that 
the Petition of the legitimated Princes 
* referring the Conſideration of elk 
Affair to the King's Majority, or for 
bringing it before an Aﬀembly * the 
7 tates 


haye recourſe to another Method, which 4. 1217. 


Their firſt Reflection was, that the — 
Honour of the Royal Family would not * 
permit the Princes of the Blood any lon- the Prin- 
ger to ſuffer the legitimated Princes to — - 
continue in the Enjoyment of thoſe Ti- ling to 

their Diſ- 


Edi . timated 
ct and Declaration ſo often men- 1 
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45. 117. States General of the Kingdom, oughy 
WV by no means to poſtpone the Deciſion of 


it ; the Doubt they form concerning the 
Authority of a Minor King being high. 
ly injurious both to his Majeſty and the 
Regent, tending to Anarchy, and caps. 
ble of producing the moſt fatal Conſe. 
ſequences. The Example of the Duke 
of Beaufort Son of Ceſar of YVendoſme 
was full to the preſent Caſe, The Par. 
liament which receiv'd him as Peer of 
France, during the Minority of the late 
King, order'd that he.ſhould only take 
lace according to his Seniority from the 
Day of his Creation, although there v 
no Edict or Declaration revoking the 
Rank that had been granted in 1610 to 
Cœſar of Vendoſine and his Deſcendantz 
immediately after the Princes of the 
Blood, From whence therefore can the 
legitimated Princes doubt that the King 
has Power to a& towards them in the 
ſame manner as was practiſed by the Par- 
liament alone in 1649, with regard to 
the Son of Cœſar of Jenaoſnes? 
As to what is advanc'd concerning the 
Aſſembly of the States, the late Ki 
did not convene them to confirm the E- 
dict of 1714, and the Declaration of 
1715, wherefore it is altogether unne- 
ceſſary to have recourſe to any other 
Form for their Revocation than mY 
nie 


ught 


ON of 


d the 


the Duke of OaLEANs. 


which was obſeryed when they were firft 4». 1719. 
| WWW 


created. 
The Third Reflection was, that the 
legitimated Princes affirm the Princes of 
the Blood to have no Right to require 
the King to hold his Bed of Juſtice, 
whilſt they themſelyes demand an Af 
ſembly of the States of the Kingdom. 
But this is not the only Contradiction 
which the legitimated Princes fall into; 
for they have not yet been able to ſay, 
upon what they even ground their pre- 
tended Title to the Succeſſion. If from 
the late King's Edict, it muſt then be 
acknowledged that our Kings can dif- 
poſe of the Crown. If from their Birth, 
the Conſequence will be that a legiti- 
mated Baſtard may ſucceed, of what 
nature ſoever the Baſtardy may be. Let 
it therefore be examin'd if our Laws can 
poſſibly admit of Pretenſions ſo incon- 

liſtent with our Religion and Cuſtoms. 
The Princes obſery'd in the Fourth 
Place, that it was impoſſible in judging 
this Diſpute to ſeparate the Right of 
Succeeding to the Crown and the Title 
of Prince of the Blood from the Honours 
that accompany thoſe Qualifications, be- 
cauſe theſe are no other than immediate 
Conſequences of the Right of Succeſſion 
and the Quality of Prince of the Blood, 
a was acknowledged by the late King 
| an 
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in his Declaration of 171.5; which Qua- 
lity being only to be derived from ; 
tawful Birth, it was not in that Mo. 
narch's Power to communicate it to his 
legitimated Children; and indeed no- 
thing can be more juſt than that the 
lawful Princes of the Blood ſhould he 
inveſted with certain peculiar Diſtinc- 
tions. | . 

It will be no Diſhonour to the Duke 
du Maine to be diveſted of the Honours 
due to the Princes of the Blood. That 
Ambition which induc'd him to de- 
fire them of the late King is not a ſuſ. 
ficient Title for the Enjoy ment of them: 


but the Princes of the Blood would be 


diſhonour'd if the legitimated Princes 
were to continue their Aſſociates. 

In the Fifth Place, the lawful Princes 
maintain, that Letters of Legitimation 
can give no Title to the Crown, evenin 
Caſe of Failure in the Princes of the 
Blood; as may be inconteſtably proved 
by Examples of what has paſs'd in the 


Royal Family fince it grew to be a Prac- 


tice of the Kings of France to legitimate 
their natural Children. 

The Duke of Vendoſine, legitimated 
by Henry TV, and more dear to that 
Prince than all his other natural Chil- 
dren, neyer once pretended that his Let- 


ters of Legitimation gaye him any Claim 
* to 


the Duke of OxLEANS. 


ro" a N 
2 Ac 


* 
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ua. to the Succeſſion upon Default of the &. 1717. 
Qu 1PO he 2 


Om 2 princes of the Blood, Or to the ſame 
Mo- Title and Honours which were only due 
RY eee 
no-: He eyen ſtood in need of a particular 
the patent to enable him to precede the 
Id be other Pakes, and Peers, and his Deſcen- 
ſtinc- dants haye never imagin'd that either 
his Birth or his Patents gave them 
the leaſt Pretenſion to the Crown. The 
Grand, Prior contents himſelf with de- 
manding the ſame Honours that were 
other Dukes and Peers; more ,modeſt 
in this Reſpect than Meſſieurs the Duke 
dn Maine and Count de Toulouſe, his Be. 
haviour is a ſufficient Condemnation of 
their. Pretenſionss —@ 

The other natural and legitimated 
children of Henry IV, have never pre- 
tended to any Rank above the Dukes 
and Peers, nor even to enter into Com- 
petition with them. 

What new Pretenſions then can the 
Birth of Lewis Auguſtus and of Lewis 
Alexander, legitimated Children of the 
late King, have given them ſuperior to 
the legitimated Children of Henry IV, 
ſince their Letters of Legitimation con- 
fer no Advantages but what were before 


Ly 
* 


decreed to Ceſar of Vendiſine before the 


enjoy d by, the legitimated Children of 


* 


214. MEM NN | 
4. 1717. the Kings of France, Predeceſſors of in 

Y'V Lewis XIV ? 2 1 
Did not they themſel ves ſtand in need 
of a particular Patent in 1694 to enable I th 
them to precede the other Dukes and il 
Peers? They had not then invented this I . ft. 
new Doctrine, that by Letters of Legi ; p 
timation the Natural Children of our 
Kings are rendred the immediate and WW Gn. 
neceſſary Succeſſors to the Crown after I ze 
the Princes of the Blood. This Diſco- ! | 
yery was reſerved for that Time when 7 
the Legitimated ſhould be no longer 
able to maintain the Diſpoſitions made 

by the Edict of 1714. 

But how ſhould Letters of Legitims WW - » 
tion inveſt the natural Sons of our Kings Bla 
with the Right of ſucceeding to the 
Crown, and with the Title Rank and WWF orf ( 
Honours of Princes of the Blood, when 
the ſame Letters do not even give them 
the Faculty of ſucceeding each other? WW 169 
At this rate the Count de Toulouſe, who WW iti 
by Virtue of his Letters of Legitimation - c- 
meerly, has not full Title to inherit the + 
Duke au Mazne's Eftate, in caſe the lat- 
ter ſhould die without Iſſue, is never- FR: 
theleſs capable of ſucceeding him in the 
Throne, if the Duke da Maine ſhould 

4 acquire it by Virtue of the Edict of 1714- 
| It is not poſſible to reconcile Ideas fo in- "05 
conſiſtent with each other. Thi 
| 4 
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This Incapacity of the Legitimated 4. 1717. 
to inherit from one another is fo ſtrong,” * © 


that it is a Queſtion whether the Duke 
% Maine and the Count de Toulouſe, 
with all the Powers they have obtain'd, 
can ſucceed each other reciprocally even 
in their Perſonal Eſtates, For the Count 
& Vermandozs, a legitimated Son of the 
late King, and Madam, the Princeſs of 
Conti, (whom the Princes of the Blood 
ue obliged to mention from the Neceſ- 
ity of defending their own Rights with- 
out diminiſhing the Reſpect that is due 
to her Vertne and Modeſty) had ob- 
tain'd like Powers of reciprocal Succeſ- 
ſion; yet upon the Deceaſe of the Count 
k Vermandozs without Children, his 
Eſtate was immediately annex'd to the 
Demeſns of the Crown, and the Princeſs 
of Conti ſtood in need of freſh Powers 
to obtain the Poſſeſſion of it. In theſe 
Powers which were granted in March 
1685, the King renounces all Right and 
Title which he might have to that Suc- 
ceſſion ; but at the ſame time provides, 
that in caſe the Princeſs of Conti ſhould 
die without legal Iſſue, then the whole 
Eſtate ſhould come back to the Crown 
by a Right of Reverſion, which the 
King very expreſly reſerve, . 

Here then is the Incapacity of Succeſ- 


lion poſitiyely eſtabliſh'd by Examples 


drawn 


813 
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An. 1717. drawn even from the legitimated Bu. s 
WYV tards of the Crown. Tt remains for the 

Duke du Maine and the Count de 7%. 
. Toufe to cite that particular Law which 
ives them a Right tb ſucceed to the 
Zrown by Virtue of their Sole Letters 

of Legitimation. | | 
If the Legitimated pretend that to en. 
able them to ſucceed to the Crown the 
Will of the King mult be added to their 
Letters of Legitimation, this is as much 
as to ſay, the Crown is in the Diſpoſiti- 
on of our Kings, who may call ſuch of 
their natural Children to the Succeſſion 
as they think proper. But it would be 
in vain to aſſert this, nor will the Legt 
timated venture to advance it. 95 
In the laſt Place the Princes obfery'd 
that the Edict of 1714 and the Declirs- 
tion of 1715 can admit no Medium; 
They are either conformable to the Laws 
| of the Kingdom or contrary to them; 
1 wherefore they muſt either be confirm 
| or revok'd in all their Extent. It might 
| be of very bad Conſequence to leave the 
| leaft ſhadow of a Pretenfion to the Le- 
gitimated Princes, which might hereaf- 
ter be trump'd up againſt the Judgment 
which the Princes of the Blood are now 

in Hopes of obtaining. 

The Opinion which the Duke d. 

3 Maine ſeems & chitertain, ftcoreing t 


Ig sg FFF 


the Duke: of OLE AN sS. 
Memori that” the Kino: nau do an 19 1 
lis als, g na 28 


every thing he has a mind to do, ought 
to give all "Proves the ſtrongeſt Appre- 
lenſions that his Intereſt may one 
kad him to inſpire his Majeſty: withthe 
fime Sentiments, and what' may be the 
Conſequences of ſuch an Opinion in a 
young Prince, it is imgoſible to fore 
fe. 

It is thewefore of the utmoſt 


tance and entirely neceſſary for the Wel- 


fre of the — the Edict and 
Declaration ſhould now be abſolutely 

and without any Reſerve, to the 
End that his Majeſty may one Day know 
that all theſe Diſpoſtions were equally 
contrary to the eftabliſh'd Rules of the 
Monarchy and the Maxims of Civil So- 
tiety, and that the Right of ſucceeding 
to the Crown, with the 


i; no otherwiſe to be tommunicatce than 
by 1 lawful Marriage. Tak 


| Signed | 
Lewis m—_ de a: 
Lewes AS ms de Bourbon. 


Quality of Prince 
ef the Blood, which infers the former, 
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Proteſt of 
certain 
Members 
of the 
Nobility 
againſt 

the Judg- 
ment to 
be pro- 
nounced 
in the 
Diſpute 
between 
the law- 
ful and 
the legi- 
timated 
Princes. 


into Court, and at their Motion it was 


and Monſieur de St. Conteſt, who was 
charged ſingly with the Receipt and 
Report of all Memorials that ſhould be 


Princes, as being an Affair which inte- 
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On the ſeventh of June the Council pref 


of Regency named fix. Commiſſioners, 


who were to ſettle the Method of Pro. —— 
ceeding in order to bring this Diſpute to we 


a final Determination. Theſe were Meſ. Tr 


ſieurs Pelletier de Soufy,' Amelot, de Cone 


Nointel, d Argenſon, de la Bourdonnaie, 


preſented in Relation to this Affair 
both from one ſide and the other. | 

But whilſt the Buſineſs was thus de- 
pending, thirty-nine Perſons, of diftin- 
guiſh'd Birth, took upon them to proteſt, 
both for themſelves and the whole Body 
of the Nobility, againſt the Validity of 
any future Judgment that might be pro- 
nounc'd with Relation to the Diſpute 
between the lawful and the legitimated 


reſted the whole Body Politick of the | 
Realm, which could not be ſufficiently 
repreſented but by an Aſſembly of the 
States General. 

This Proteſt was ſignified in Form to 
the Attorney General, and the Principal 
Regiſter of the Parliament, upon which, 
early the next Morning, the Kings 
Council brought authentick Copies of it 


order d that thoſe Copies ſhould be ſup- 
| preſs d 
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preſs d, and that the Sergeant at Mace 4». 1717. 
who had deliver'd the Original Act, 
ſhould be ſuſpended from his Employ- 

ment for fix Weeks. | 

In a different Conjuncture the hardy 
Conduct of theſe Gentlemen, would it 
may be, have been ſufficiently puniſh'd 
by the fingle Reſolution of Parliament 
and the Confuſion of having ſucceeded 
þ ill. But a greater Degree of Severity 
s required under a Regency, becauſe the 
ſmalleſt Inſtance of Diſaffection, if left 
unpuniſh'd, is capable of bringing on a 
general Revolt. In Obedience to this 
his Royal Highneſs order'd ſeveral of 
thoſe who had ſign'd the Proteſt to be 
taken up, in which Number were Meſ⸗ 
leurs de Chatillon, de Vieux-Pont, de 
Beaufremont, de Rieux, de Polignac, 
and de Clermont, the three laſt being 
ſent to the Caſtle of Vincennes, and the 
former to the Baſtile, from whence they 
were not releaſed till about a Month af- 
terwards at the Entreaty of the Duke 
ge Chartres. 

On the nieteenth the Duke da Maine Proteſt of 
and the Count de Toulouſe came in their ne legi- 
Robes to the Grand Chamber of the — 
Parliament, where they preſented a Pe- — Par- 
tition containing their Proteſts againſt 
the Writ of Council for nominating 
Commiſſioners to examine the Diſpute 
betwixt 


. 1717- betwixt themſelves. and the Princes of the I 
5 glood. with Reſpect to the Succeſſion Ml tat 
of the Crown, and the Honours, Rank WM Han 
and Dignity to them accorded, and of i faid, 
which they were in Poſſeſſion; as alſo WM tion 
againſt all that had been or ſhould be be p 
done in Conſequence of the ſaid Writ, WM tion 
foraſmuch as the - Diſpute in Queſtion ¶ Deb: 
could not be decided but by a Xin the 4 
Major, or by the States of the King-WM vou 
dom legally convened and aſſembled. if th 


The Grand Chamber in the mean time their 

did not think proper to come to any the! 
Reſolution upon their Petition, but de- N of c: 
ferred the Conſideration of it to-MondayM dual 
following, when the other Chambers Titl, 
would be aſſembled. | 
Refleti- Many Reflections muſt naturally fal- 
ons of low upon a Step of this Nature. The 
* Princes of the Blood and thoſe that fi- 
/ upon. vour'd their Demands, were loud in theit 
Aſſertions, that it was againſt all Rule 
for the Parliament to receive an antici- 
pated Proteſt againſt their future Judg- 
ment. They ask'd, by what Power the 
Parliament could take upon it ſelf to rc 
ceive a Proteſt againſt. any Writ or Or 
der derived from the King's proper Au 

- thority in his Council of Regency. And 
they added, that the Parliament oug#! 
to reject the Petition, or refer the Leg 
timated for Juſtice to his Majeſty. 5 
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The legitimated Princes and their Par- 4. 11, 

tizans defended themſelves on the other NAS 
Hand with a great deal of Art. They 
ſid, that in Cafes where the whole Na- 
tion is intereſted, a {nor King cannot 
be properly repreſented but by the Na- 
ton it ſelf; and eſpecially where the 
Debate is concerning the Succeſſion to 
the Crown. That the proteſting Lords 
vould have been wanting to themſelves, 
if they had not formed an Oppoſition in 
their on Names, and in Behalf of all 
the Nobility. That this was an Affair 
of common Right, where every indivi- 
dual Member of the Community has a 
Title to interpoſe, and ought more eſpe- 
cally, to do it, in a Time of Liberty. 
That the Proteſt was no more than a 
Challenge of Incompetency in the Judges 
appointed to determine the Affair, and 
that eyery Challenge ought to be of 
Force, to- prevent incompetent Judges 
charging themſelves with a Juriſdiction 
which they have no Right to exerciſe, 
That the Effect of this Proteſt, whether 
it be enregiſter d or not, would be to 
protect and juſtify the indelible and un- 
alienable Rights of the legitimated Prin- 
ces of the Blood. That the Prelates, 
the antient Nobility, and ſuch Members 
of the Parliament as were diſpaſſionate 


and diſintereſted, were zealous Support- 
TR eg 
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An $0477 ers of their Pretenſions. That if this ie is 
Point were determined againſt the legi. i prec 
timated Princes, perhaps it might hefe- bn, 
after be thought proper to diſpute the Cour 
Duke an Maine s Right of preſiding WM we 
over his Majeſty's Education, an Honour writ 
granted him by the late King's Will, W who 
who had a 8 Right to determine MW thei: 
this Particular, which has been ſince ſente 
confirmed by an Act of Regency, and legit 
deferred to him by an univerſal tacit 
Conſent, that has hitherto kept him 
in Poſſeſſion of it. Laſtly, they - faid 
that the Nobility having oppoſed this 
future Judgment in as regular a manner 
as the Circumſtances of the 'Time' would 
permit, tho ſome of them, for particular I pr 
Reaſons, ſhould be induced to fetrat MM © anc 
their Oppoſition, it will neverthelels to 
continue to be of Force, as being adop- ¶ inv 
ted by the whole Body of the Commu- not 
nity, and that the Proovedings in this Wl © all 
Caſe on the Part of the legitimated Prin- Pri 
ces, were equivalent to ſuch Appeals s ren 
have often been made to à National 
Council in Matters of Religion, which I © oth 
the Parliaments of the Kingdom have De 
always admitted to be legal. - 1 

Such were the Reaſons dead on con 
either Side in this famous Diſpute, which Fat 
being one of the moſt important that por 


ever a in on French Monarchy, ling 
it 11 


2 an Idea of it; 
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it is impoſſible to give the Reader tod 4 124. 
and for this Rea- * 

on, before we | to the Arret of 

; which it was determined, 

we will ' inſert the following Memorial, 

written by the Count de Boulainvillers, 

whoſe Works are the beſt Encomiura of 

their Author. The Memorial was pre- 

ſented to the Regent on the Part of the 

legitimated Princes, and is as follows. 


"HE whole Kingdom i is attentive Different 
| to the Succeſs of a Petition pre- 3 
0 ſented to' the King by the Duke of: — OO 
Bourbon and the Princes of his Houſe, _ Edict 


of Lewis 


praying the Revocation of the Edi & XIV. in 
and Declaration granted by Lewis XIV Favour of 
to the Princes his legitimated Children, _ da. 
| nyeſting them' with the Rank, Ho- princes. 
| hours, Quality, and in general with 
all the Rights and Prerogatives of the 
' Princes of the Blood, declaring and 
| rendering them capable of ſucceeding 
to the Crown, yet not till after all the 
' Other lawful Princes, and all their M a | 
' Deſcendants. = 
© There are ſome who would have us 
' conſider this Fayour, granted by a 
' Father to his Children, as the moſt im- 


portant Action that has taken Place 


b inde the Eftabliſhment of the Monat- 
Tt 2 * chy. 


www 
* 
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An. 1717. < chy. They pretend that it violates the * t 
© fundamental Laws and the moſt incon. MW * © 

© teſtable Privileges of the Nation, by v 

« depriving it of the Right of chuſing ail © E 

© King after the Extinction of the preſent i n 

{ * lawful Race, to whom it has thought h 
fit to ſubmit it ſelf, They complain t 

© that Lewis XIV. has ſullied the Dip. 1 

© nity of the Princes of the Blood, by © t 

© communicating it to ſuch Perſons t. 

© ſtand excluded from the Succeſſion by it 

© the Civil Laws of the State, and whoſeMW n 

© Birth the particular Laws of Chriſia t 

* nity reprove and condemn, They at- * c: 


tribute this unprecedented Diſorder toi o 

© the unmeaſurable Tenderneſs of that ti 

© Monarch for his Children, and the F 

© Submiſſion of the Parliaments in the t 

© Acceptation of a new Law ſo contrary © F 

to the old, to the Effect of that Terror t 

* with which the Government of th * a 

| © Prince affected all his Subjects. 910 

' Proofs © 'There are thoſe on the other Hand is 
— * who look upon the late King's Deca [ 
of cheDe- © ration as a Matter of little Conſequence 

' Claration. and in no Degree equal to thoſe great n 
© and important Decifions that wei ©t 

© made after the Death of Lewis Hutt 1 

and Charles IV, either for excluding} t 

* the Females of the Royal Family fro t 

© the Succeſſion to the Crown, or io t 

* inveſting the Princes of the Blood with * 1 


the 


that this Declaration is in no Degree 


* narchy, as 
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the Rank and Pre-eminence they now Am. 0717- 
L enjoy, which it is very certain they 
were not in Poſſeſſion of till after the 
Edict of Henry III, granted in 1576; 
nor is it at all comparable with What 
© has been lately done, for tranſporting 
© the Succeſſion of the Crown from a di- 
rect to a collateral Branch of the Royal 
Family. They pretend to demonſtrate, 


© inconſiſtent with the Laws of the Mo- 
as it brings no Prejudice to 
© thoſe Princes who deſire the Revo- 
© cation of it, and confers no Right 
© or Pretenſion upon the Legitima- 
© ted, but what is to take Place upon 
F allure of the lawful Princes, and of 
their Poſterity for ever. And as to the 
* Pretext which is founded in the Right 
the Nation would have to chuſe it ſelf 
a King after the Extinction of the pre- 
ſent Royal Family, this they tell you 
© is too chimerical, and at too great a 
© Diſtance to make any Impreſſion. 
+ They cannot look upon the Abaſe- anfwers 
ment of the Dignity of the Princes of of the 
© the Blood by the Communication which — 
Lewis XIV has made of it to his na- ces to di- 
© tural Children, to be a reaſonable Mo- — 4 
tive for the Revocation of an authen- 
tick Law, conſecrated by an univer- 


fal Conſent and enregiſter d in all the 
© Tribunals 


. 4747-4. Tribunals of the Kingdom; They an. 
. 8 the ſame Force to the An 
gument drawn from the common Laws 

c of the State and the Church againſt the 

Birth of legitimate Children, by 
« plain'd of, excludes, the Children of 
Leis XIV in Favour even of thoſt 

< who go about to deſtroy it; ſo that 

being abſolutely diveſted of any In. 

tereſt in the Proceſs they have com. 

< menced, it would be contrary both to 

Order and Cuſtom, and even againſt 

common Law, to receive their Plea, 

< agrecable to the Maxim, That o Man 

< {ball be admitted to plead who has m 

7 824 in the Caſe. Laſtly, To the 

Objection drawn from the great Au- 

< thority of Leis XIV, they reply, 

that if a juſt Obedience to the Orders 

_ © of a great King may be turned into a 
© Reaſon for breaking through them, 

_ © ſuch monſtrous Conſequences will fol- 
© low from this Doctrine, both in Poli- 

© ticks. and Morality, as all wiſe Men 
© muſt abhor ; and this neceſſarily leads 
us to conclude, that an Obedience 
yielded without any Exception or Re- 
ſerve, is a certain Indication of an uni- 
vexſal Acceptation, and of the Conſent 
of the whole Nation to e 
5601 tt Law 
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a Lays as it ee chem By their 2 22 


« By this Sure Specimen of 1450 = 
been offer d _—_— = one Part and the 
other,” it y be obſery d that 
(the — of the . al Authority, as 
well as of the public Peace, and the 
(Knowledge of certain Facts related in 
Hiſtory, or in other Words the Cuſ- 
tom of the Monarchy, furniſn us bet- 

' ter Arguments to ſupport the Poſj- 
ſeſſion of the legitimated Princes, than 
(any that can be drawn from the Paſſion 

' and Inquietude of thoſe who go about 
to deprive them of the Kante _ od 

' at prefent inveſted with. | 

Let us for a moment hy dea 
5 lutereſt of this pretended Incommuni- 

' ability of the Title and Quality of 
prince of the Blood, and the Duke of 
Baurbou's Plea will turn u 8 'thefe 
' three Objections. 

Firſt, the pretended Violation of the — 

« fuamincal Laws of the Monarchy, h * 


gvwhich they charge upon the Edict and Duke of 
Declaration of Leis XIV. —5 


* Secondly, a pretended Projudice done the legiti- 
| ; to the Nation by depriving it of the _ 
Right of chuſing it felf a Mafter after * OE 
' the porno 2 the c arte 
| bye 


5 2 
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4: 1737- And Thirdly, the extra A- 
Me buſe which it is pretended Lewis XIV 
© has'made of his Authority. 

No by a careful Diſcuſſion of theſe 
three Propoſitions we ſhall find them 
entirely void of any Kind of Proof, ei- 
© ther of ſuch as may be founded in the 
© Text of our written Laws, or that 
may be drawn from Cuſtom by _ 

2 related in Hiſtory. 

Firſt Pro- And firſt of all, with Regard. to our 
„ < written Laws, the Princes of the Blood 
Princes of are obliged to antes that there 
— © 1s not ſo much as one which is contra- 
© ry to the Edict and Declaration of 
Lewis XIV; and this may be ſaid with 
greater Confidence, as the Lawyer 
© who drew their Petition would never 
© have omitted to have quoted this Law 
© had he known of any ſuch, who has 
< ventur'd to ſay that the Aſſembly of 
© the 2d of September 1715, was held, 
tc. that is to ſay it ſhould have been held, 
co put his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
; or Orleans in Poſſeſſion of the Regen- 
© cy, and to ſettle the Government of the 

Kingdom during the Minority. 
The Law that deprives Baſtards of 
© the Right of Succeſſion is a Municipal 
or Cuſtomary Law, from which Sub- 

I of — meaneſt Condition are eve- 

* ry Day exempted by the Favour of the 

Sovereign, 
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« Soyercign, to qualify them for recei- 4. 1717-- 
eving Donations of every Kind, and for VV 


c holding Eſtates in an Hereditary Man- 
ener ; ſurely then ĩt would be too great 
an Abſurdity to fay that the King's 
don Children ſhould be alone excluded 
from participating in ſo common a 
Favour. . 

But it is N ark that illegitimate 
children, reinſtated by the Favour of 


© the Prince, have no Right to inherit 


their Father's Eſtate, which often paſ- 
ſes to very diſtant Relations of colla- 
' teral Branches, in Prejudice to the na- 
© tural Children. This is a conſtant Fact; 
but then jt will follow even from this, 
that the Diſpoſition made by Lewis 
XIV is ſo much the more conformable 
to the common Law, ſince it confers 
no Right upon the Princes his natural 
* Children, \ upon Failure of all the 
* reſt of his Poſterity : So that it may 
© well be ask'd what they complain of, 
and what Intereſt they have to diſpute 
' AFavourwhich preſervesall the Diſtincti- 
on and Preference that is due to them. 
© It muſt be owned. indeed, that ac- 


: cording to the Letter of the Edict, the 


* legitimated Prinoes are to be prefarr'd 
in the Succeſſion to the Crown, before 
the Daughters of the lawful Princes of 
the Houſe of Bourbon; and this would 

Uu © be 


330. 
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to the Cuſtom that takes 


SY © Place in private Inheritances: But is 


Cc 
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; Examples | 


favoura- 


0 


ble to the 
legitima- 


ted Prin- 


ces. 


c 
c 
C- 
C 
0 
0 
0 
& 
C 
c 


C 
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this Diſpoſition really blameable, or is 
it not rather an immediate Conſequetice 
of the Salick Law, fo greatly boaſted 
of, and acknowledg'd to be fundamen- 
tal in the Conſtitution: of the French 
Monarchy ; a Law which both the 
Edict and Declaration leave in full 
Force, and which they could not have 
wounded in the ſmalleft Particular, 
without furniſhing a much more ſhe- 


cious Pretext for the defired Revoca- 


tion, than any that fubſiſts at pre- 
ſent. 

With regard to Laws not written, 
which conſiſt in the Cuſtom of the 
Monarchy drawn from Hiſtorical Ex- 
amples, it will eaſily be confeſs'd that 
if thoſe which have been employ'd in 
Favour of the legitimated Princes, in 
certain Memorials that have appear'd, 
are in ſome reſpects liable to be con- 


teſted, it is impoſſible neverthelefs to 


produce one which may ſerve for a 
Pretext to exclude them, and that on 
the contrary there are ſeveral which 
are very favourable to the legitimated 
Princes, and may be cited as ſpecifick 
1 in the preſent Caſe. 


© Of 
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© Arnold, King of the Orzental France 
« and of Germany, who was called to 
the Succeſſion of the Crown upon De- 
fault of Heirs, although a Baſtard to 
© Carloman, who had been King of thoſe 
Countries before his Brother Charles, 
ſurnamed Le Gros. The Example of 


331 
Of this Nature is the Example of 4» 117. 


1 we 


' Zarntibold, natural Son to this very 


Arnold, is ſtill more adequate to the 
' preſent Caſe, who ſucceeded his Father 


in the fame Circumſtance, although 
' ſtained with double Baſtardy. "Theſe 


dare certain Facts and cannot be look d 
upon as for eign to Our purpoſe, becauſe | 


both the Antient and Modern France 
made at that time but one Monarchy, 
' although they were govern'd by diffe- 
rent Sovereigns from the Pacification 
' of Charles the Bald with his Elder 
Brothers. | | tits 
© It is of leſs uſe to ſearch for other 
Examples under the Government of 
the third Race of the Kings of France; 
' becauſe it is impoſſible to propoſe ſo 
much as one that is parallel to the pre- 
' kent caſe; and to this we may add, 
that the Imputation of Baſtardy, char- 
' ged upon ſeveral Princes of this Fami- 
ly, is very ill ſupported and derived 
from Authors very ill inſtructed in the 
Truth of the French Hiſtory. It is 
Uu 2 © thus 


Faults 
commit- 
ted by 
ſuch Au- 
thors as 
bave 
wrote 
againſt 
the legi- 
timated 
Princes. 


* 


Au. 1747; thus that they would have Thierry, el. 


A 


the Title of King upon his Tomb- *t 


Effect of his Ambition, and of his Vic 


MEMOIRS of 


© deft Son to Clovis the Great, be con- 
© fider'd as a Baſtard, becauſe he was 
born before his Father was converted 
© to Chriſtianity. They affirm the ſame 
thing of Theodebiald King of Auſtraſn, 
< without conſidering. that his Father 
a „ heodebert had repudiated his Queen 
garũe, before his Marriage with 
© „ Widow to the Lord of C. 
© brieres:; the Indiſſolubility of Marria- 
ges not having acquir'd the Force and 
Authority of a Law, at leaft not 
amongſt the barbarous Princes, even in 
the Time of S;gebert the Holy, King 
of Auſiraſia, eldeſt Son to agb 
the Firſt. le 
© Bnt theſe are no more than Hiſtori- 
cal Diſcufſions, of little Weight in the 
© preſent Caſe. The truly illegitimatc | 
© Birth of Charles Marte} might witi *f 
© more Juſtice be inſiſted upon, which t 
© did not hinder him from becoming 2 
Mayor of the Palace, and from bearing MW * 1 


r 


A 


Stone, even to this Day. But as hi 
« Greatneſs can only be conſider d as t * E 


: * tories, it would be to no Purpoſe to 
quote his Example. 


© Bernarh! 
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© Bernard; King of Italy 


+ ſecond Son, is cited by Authors as a 
© notable Inſtance of a Baſtard ſuceeed- 
© ing to the Throne. But they have 
© taken no Care to inform us, that of 
twenty five different Fracts collected 
by Du Cheſne upon this Subject, there 
t is onty one Wrote by Thegan, who was 
© Chaplain to Leis the Debonaire, on 
( purpoſe to depreciate his Maſter's Con- 
„duct, that has ventur'd to fully the 
Birth of this Prince, who had five Siſ- 
© ters; all as lawfully born as himſelf} 
© the youngeſt of which brought the 
© Title of the Empire, and of the King- 
dom of France, to Guy de Spolotte, 
© Who! was crowrrd at Langres in 
8 888. | | 
One might fay as much of the At- 
* tempt made by a modern French Hiſ- 
© torian, to tarniſ Charles the Simple 
and all his Poſterity with the Stain of 
* Baftardy, either with a View to juſtify 
© the Royalty of Hugh Capet; or to 
prepare an extraordinary Example in 
© Favour of the legitimated Princes. But 
© what he has advanced upon this Subject 
© is ſo contrary to the Maxims of Civil 
„Society, to the Authority which Pa- 
rents exerciſe over the Marriages of 
© their Children, and to the Evidenee of 
| © Hiſtory, 


© to Chatlemagne by King Pepin his 


— 


334 
40. 1710 < Hiſtory, that he may be ſaid by this 


Fiction to have created a greater 


< without a great deal of Difficulty 


< Averſion in the Mind of his Reader for 
the Doctrine he would inculcate, than 
he could poſſibly have done * an open 
Invectiy ee. 

Amongſt the 3 ride: from 
the third Race, which have appear d 
in the Memorials: lately publiſh'd on 
the part of the legitimated Princes, 
that of Philip Earl of Mantes, Son of 
King Philip I by the famous Bertrude, 


„ 


* 


© is apparently ill employ d, becauſe that 


© Prince had been acknowledg'd for le- 

gitimate in a Council aſſembled by Or- 
5 der of the Pope, altho” born of Pho 

< guilty, of a double - Adultery, the 
Church having nevertheleſs approved 
< their ſubſequent Marriage, tho not 
and 
if the Queſtion of the Validity of that 
Marriage had not been ſolemnly deci- 


© ded, we may be well aſſured that fo 


great a Canoniſt as the Abbot Sger, 
and ſo rigid an Obſerver of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Laws, would never have conſi- 
der d Prince Philip as preſumptive 
Heir of the Crown, in Prejudice to the 
Branch of Vermandois, ſprung from 
« Hugh the Great, Brother to the ſame 
King Philip, Earl of Boulogne, derived 
a bon . the Auguſt, during his 

- 
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« Adultery with Agnes of Moravia. It an: 117. 


dis very certain, that the Legitimation 
« of this Prince by the expreſs Bull of 
Innocent III, granted in Conſideration 
« of the Marriage of his Parents, during 
which he was born, does effectually re- 
© inftate him in all the Rights of a Roy- 
dal Birth. But we onght to remark 
however, that this Nini is 
only due to the Authority of à Bull, 
without any Interyention of the Secu- 
lar Power. There is, it muſt be al- 
(low'd, too great a Diſparity in ſuch 
Examples to admit any eſſential Con- 
cluſion from them in Reference to the 
© preſent Queſtion. It may be proved 
in general however, from the concur- 
© rent Evidence of Hiſtory, that before 
the Eſtabliſhment of Feodal Tennres, 
© and the Deſpotic Power of the Popes, 
* Baſtardy was not deem'd to infer an 
* Excluſion from Hereditary Succeſſions; 
for Proof of which, we have ſeen very 


' juſtly cited the Efforts of Hugh, Son of 


© King Clothazre of Lorrain by Wald- 


rade, to recover his Father's Domini- 
© ons, in which Conteſt his perſonal In- 
© capacity to inherit upon Account of 
* his Birth was never once objected 
© againſt him, whereas Milliam the Con- 
* queror, Duke of Normandy, was often 


' Teproach'd with his Baſtardy in later 


Times, 


—— 
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49-1717. Times, the it was not of ſufficient Au- 
a thority to deprive him of his paternal 


Inheritance, to which his legitimate 
© Uncles had ſuch Pretenſions as in this 
Age would be inconteſtable. Fron 
this Example to the Time of Lezyys XI, 
< it is evident, that. if Baſtardy carried 
© with it an Excluſion from hereditary 
Poſſeſſions, it was rather owing to the 
< Laws of the Church eſtabliſh'd by De- 
© cretals, than to the Condition of the 
© Perſons ſo depriyed , ſince the Baſtards 
© of Gentlemen were underſtood to be 
of the Body of the Nobility, and a 
« ſich were admitted into the Order of 
* Knighthood and to all Military Digni- 
ties, inſomuch that it was not till the 
© Reign of Zezwrs XI, that the firſt Re- 
* courſe was had to the Favour of the 
© Prince for authorizing the Nobility of 
« Baſtards ; nor was the Cuſtom perſed. 
* ly eſtabliſh'd till after the Faid of 


© Henry IV, a the Nobility of 
by egy timate Children was totally ſup 
preis d. 


II t follows from the Conſideration of 
« theſe different Examples, and the Prac- 
< tice of the French Nation in all Ages 
that if there be no poſitive or cuſtoma- 
© ry Laws which fayour the legitimated 
Princes, at leaſt there are none of any 
© kind: that oppoſe the Edict and Decls- 


ration 


the Due of OrxLtans. 
© ration Which Lewis XIV has made in 4» 1717+. . 


their Favour; ſo that it is abſolutely < 
« impoſſiblg in any Manner to juſtify the 
Propoſidat which aſſerts that Edict 
and Declaration to be deſtructive of the 
fundamental Laws of the Monarchy. 


The Second Propoſition of the Prin- The Se- 
re- cond Pro- 


ces of the Blood, by which they 
tend to intereſt the whole Body of the 


Nation in. the Revocation es have Princes 
KA ; that gjoed 
(no King either has or can have the anſwered., 


' demanded, conſiſts in affirming, 


power of declaring or making Princes 
of the Blood, becauſe they are only to 
be produced by a lawful Deſcent in the 
Family that poſſeſſes the Throne, up- 
don the Extin&ion of which, the N ation, 
who had a free Choice in electing for 
' their, Maſters the Anceſtors of the pre- 
ſent Family, muſt neceſſarily recover 
' theUſe of that Right, and the Faculty 
' of electing others. 
This Poſition, which ſeems to have 
' had Come Weight with the Publick, 
(and in Relation to which one of the 
Memorials lately publiſh'd has ventur- 
ed to ſay, that his Serene Highneſs 
' the Duke, has rouſed the Nation from 
* heavy a Lethargy, that tho awake 
bit is A. obliged to grope for ts Li- 
' berty,” this Petition, I ſay, is without 
Doubr among thoſe which a rigorous: 
R x + Admini- 


#+.1717.4 Adminiftration would at leaft have ac- 
Ma cuſed of Temerity ; but in the Mouth 
« of a Prince ſo well inſtructed in the 
Truth of things, and in th&@Rights of 

© the Monarchy, it can fignify no more, 

than that when the People of France 

« ſhall be left without a King, and be 

« deftitute of any Prince capable of be- 
coming fuch, that then, like all the 

© other Nations the World, they 

« vill remain abſolute Mafters of them- 

« ſehves, and be at Liberty either 10 
continue under a Monarchical G6. 

* vernment, or to ereqt themſelv 


25 to 
© Republick, of what Nature ſoever 
they think proper. | 

© But tho' this Poſition does moſt cer- 
« tainly fignify nothing more, it has ne- 
« yertheleſs brought many Perſons into 
©, an erroneous Manner of Thinking, by 
© inducing them to believe, that as the 
Throne of France has from the Begin- 
ning of the Monarchy to the preſent 
Fime been poſſeſſed by three different 
Families, they have each of them been 
« inſtalled in it, one after the other, by 

_ © a free Election of the People; yet it is 
© ſo evident from the concurrent Teſti- 

mony of Hiſtory, that the Chiefs of 

the two laſt Families came to be poſſeſ- 

ſed of the Monarehy by ſueh Means 25 
are common to all Conquerors, that - 

7" of oe * 417 
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+ muſt be owned, nothing but the deep- 4. 1717. 


= Ignorance could ſupport the former 
0 a. | | | 

It muſt beacknowledg'd indeed, agree- 
able to this Poſition, that the Monarchy 
@ of France was originally no more than 
© a Civil Magiſtracy, to whoſe Care the 
© Government of each particular Canton 
© was committed: The Command of the 
© Army was not annexed to it, and the 
Nation choſe its General freely and ar- 
© bitrarily, Clodio, Merovius, Childe- 
ric and Cloves I, had the good Fortune 
to unite both theſe Functions in their 
© own Perſons, by which they became 
powerful enough to undertake and ac- 
* compliſh the entire Conqueſt of the 
© Antient Gaul. But the Succeſſors of 
' theſe Kings having neither had the 
Courage nor the Prudence to preſerve 
that Union, the People recover d the 
Right of chuſing their Generals, who 
have been better known under the Ti- 
© tle of Mayors of the Palace. 

It is true indeed, that as France was 
© antiently divided into three Kingdoms, 
* which were again fubdivided and go- 
* vern'd by different Mayors, it was not 
© poſſible for them to drive their Kings 
from the Throne. But on the other 
Hand, when Charles Martel had, in 
the Manner related in Hiſtory, got 

oT ? XR x 2 « himſelf 
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himſelf elected into all the Mayorſhips, 
his Son Pepin, who ſucceeded him in 
the ſame Degree of Power, did- not 
ſtay long &er he dethron'd the lawful 
King, andconfined him in a Monaftery, 
This is what brought his Poſterity to 
the Throne, and not a free Election of 
the People upon the Extinction of rhe 
lawful Race. 

© The Pofterity of Charlemagne did 
not loſe the Crown by the ſame Fault; 
they did not reſtore the Mayorſbip of 
the Palace but then the Eftabliſh- 
ment of Fjefs having changed the Na- 
ture of the Government, and the Ra- 
vages of the Normans having obliged 


Charles the Bald to form a Lordſhip 


of a conſiderable Extent, upon Cond: 


tion that the Poſſeſſor ſhould repel the 
Normans with his own Forces, with- 


out intereſting the reſt of the State in 
his Defence, he at laſt gave up that 
Lordſhip, comprehending one half of 
the Kingdom, under the Title of the 
Dutchy or Marches of France, to the 
famous Robert, ſirnam'd the Strong, 
e e of the preſent Royal Fa- 
mily. 


„he Children of this Robert, Men 


=. 


[1h 
„ 


of great Valour, and of a diſtinguiſ 0 
Merit in that Age, open'd themſelves 
4 Whack tothe Foo 'by Virtue of that 

„Power 


the » Duke of "Or in Wn s. 
© Power. with which their Father had 1. 
© been entruſted for its Preſervation, SY 
© The eldeſt 'indeed acquir'd the Crown 
under Favour of an Election, being 
choſen Tutor to a Minor King; but 
* the ſecond uſurp d it with open Force, 


and would in all Probability have 
© maintain'd himſelf in it, conſidering 
© the Weakneſs of the Rightful Sove- 
reign, had not the latter fortunately 
kilbd him . his own Hand i in a 
Battle. i 

The Duke of N Soriin- 
© Law' to the Deceaſed, and of the ſame 
Family, thought he had a Right to 
© ſucceed him without any ' Perſdn's 
« Conſent, and reigned edi for 
twelve whole. Tears. 

At laſt Hugb Capet, Who was alfa 
Duke of France, and Great-Grandſon 
© to Robert the Strong, having aug- 
© mented his Dominions with the great- 

© eſt part of the Dutchy of Burgundy, 
© and encreaſed his Forces by his Union 
© with the moſt renowned Captains of 
, that Age, who ſtood obliged either to 


© himſelf or his Father for very conſider- 


able Poſſeſſions, mounted the Throne and 
maintained himſelf in it under Favour 


ol, the Will of Zzzvis V, by which he 


© affirmed that Leis had made him his 
N and as ſuch he got himſelf 
© cxowned 


the x 
ho had the longeſt Sword, and dei 
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29010747. £ crowned fifteen Days after the Death 


of that Prince. | 
(Charles, Duke of Lorrain, Uncle 
to the late King, attempted ta reco- 
ver his Dominions, to which by Proxi- 
< mity of Blood he had an inconteſtable 
Right; but Fortune not being favour. 
+ able to him, he was made a Priſoner 
6 * by Hagh, who ſhut him up in the 
great Tower of Orleans, the ſecond 
. City of the Nutchy of France, and 
© kept him there till he diet. 
Will it be faid upon this State of the 
* Caſe, which is Juſtified by Hiſtory in 
< all its Circumſtances, that Hug h Capet 
mounted the Throne by Virtue of the 
L . Ss of the French Nation, at 
* Liberty to chuſe it ſelf a Maſter after 
be Extiuamion of the Royal Family? 
Or is it not evident rather, that Franc: 
has undergone the common Fate of all 
Empires of long Duration, in the ſe- 
© * vyexal Changed that have happen d in 
reigning Families, in which thoſe 


knew how to make uſe of Opportuni- 
ty, have always eſtabliſn'd themfelves 
upon the Ruins of the weaker? 
But we may ſtill go farther and hex, 
5 that when Hugh Capes came to poſſeſs 
© the/Grown, he was ſo far from refer- 
8 ins himſelf to a tree Election, that be 
4 * actually 


the. Duke of. OtLeavs. 


« aQually diſſipated by open 
Parliament or National Aſſembly which 
« was then met at Compeigne, in Obe 
dience to the Writs that Zeanes! V had 
« iſſued when upon his Death- Bed This 
( is what we may {ce at large in a Letter 
from Pope Sil ueſter TE at that Time 
(Rector | of the Church of  Rhrems, 
written under the Name of Gerhert, | 
to Doeterie, Biſhop of Met, which 
(may be found. in Dp Tn Col- 
lection. | | 
One Year afterwatds indeed, Hugh 
© being willing to ſecure the Ce © to 
( his Poſterity, did aſfemble a Parliament 
dat Orleans, which we may reafonably 
preſume was made up of his Creatures 
and Dependants, But is this what we 
dare to call a free Election? Was not 
the Throne ed by the very Per- 
ſon who was elected; and ſhall we 
ground upon ſuch 2 Title this pretend- 
ed fundamental Right oſ the People to 
chuſe themſel ves a Maſter after the Ex- 
tinction of the lawful Race? It will not 
Abe that E write this with a 
View to ĩ ch the Right of the pre- 
ſent Royal: Family to the Crowns: A 
conſtant Poſſeſſion for more than ſeven 
hundned Vears is ſo ſtrong and evident 
Title, that alb the Malice of Man ind 


"Can. doit no Nejudics; yet it * 


F 


Force, | a 4. 12. 
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. 1717. © if our Hiſtorians had all been afraid to 
me in what manner this Event was 


accompliſhed, though this indeed may 


have been the Effect of their mene 


© as well as their Fear. 
It is 


a more extenſive Work might reduce 
© even to Demonſtration, that there ne- 
< ver was æ Time ſince the Beginning of 


the Monarchy, in which it could be 


© faid the Nation was at Liberty to 
chuſe it ſelf a Maſter; or that it ever 
did make uſe of that Privilege which 


the Duke of Bourbon would now be- 


© ſtow upon it ; and therefore it is equal- 
ly evident that the Nation has no real 
©. Intereſt, nor Pretext to oppoſe the Fa- 
© your granted by Lets XIV, to the 
Princes his legitimated Children. 
The Duke's third and laſt Propoſiti- 
con is, that the late Ring had not Power 
i make the Edict and Declaration in 
Queſtion; and this may be ſaid to be in 
© ſome fort more aſtoniſhing than either 
©, of the former: for whereas to diſtin- 
<.guiſh betwixt the true and the falſe of 
hat was contain'd in them, there was 
a Neceflity for examining certain Fact, 


of which all the World had not an 


hs. Knowledge, this on the contra- 
op is to be decided by our own Expe- 


15 6 © T1ence, 


perfectly evident then, by this 
©- ſhort Diſcuſſion of our Hiſtory, which 


Ar 
7 ; 


the Duke of Or LANs. 


« rience, and by that of our Fathers and Au. 1715. 


Anceſtors, for more than three hun- 
© dred Years. 

The Principle from which this Con- 
© cluſion is drawn is, that in general no 
King has Power to do any thing con- 
@ trary to the Fundamental Laws of his 
© Country, and that if the Exceſs of his 
© Authority ſbould at any time oblige 
' his SubjeB's to obey his Orders againſs 
this Rule, it is neceſſary that his Suc- 
 cefſor ſhould as ſoon as poſſible revoke 
h Ordinances, notwithſtanding all 
that might be ſhid on account of the 
Minority of the Prince, or his want 
F Experience; foraſmuch, fay they, 
' as the Laws of the State are tbe 
' Foundation of his Authority, and that 
© when the Prince conforms to them it 
' is to 10 purpoſe to demand his Age, 
' the Wiſdom of thoſe whom the Law 
s conſtituted Guardians of bis. Au 
' thority, ſupplying any Defect of Tears 
' or want of Fudgment in the Prince 
' homfelf. 

© This Propoſition, deliver'd in Terms 
that are almoſt incredible, ſhews plain- 
y that this Diſpute is not ſo much the 
© Cauſe of the legitimated Princes as 
that of the Monarchy, The Authors 

' of this Doctrine make no ſcruple to 

down, that in their Opinion the Death 

Yy "= 
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An. 1717. 6 of one of the greateſt Kings that ever 


| © tom of the Monarchy, that can be ci 


© has not Guy given 1 8 to the Na- 


0 Princes if the Kingdom had been given 
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© pofleſs'd the Throne, and Who, carried 
© the Glory of it to the higheſt Point, 


© tion, but even to the Princes them- 
C ſelves, who were obliged againft their 
© Will to bend under his Authority. They 
© tell us, that the Law he has made with 
reſpect to the Succeſſion, is ſo very in- 
© jurious, and ſo entirely inconſiſtent 
© with the Honour of the Princes of the 
© Blood, that nothing can be more wor- 
© thy the immediate Care of his Succeſ- 
© for than the Abrogation of it. What 
© more could be faid if the Sa7jck Law 
was utterly, deſtroy'd, if the Legiti- 
© mated were preferr'd to the lawful 


© up to Foreigners, and all the Orders of 
© the State e in upon and con- 
foundedꝰ 

But we have already Me un, that 
© there is no written Law, nor any Cuſ- 


ted in Oppoſition to the Favour which 
* the late King has beſtow'd upon the 
© Princes his Children ; and that eyen 
* the Princes of the Blood have no real 
Intereſt in the Diſpute; from whence 
* it will follow beyond all Contradiction, 
© that. their Plea dont not to be recer- 
; Yeu 

* ( Let 


the" Duke of ORxLEANS. 

Lot us examine however, by Ex- 
« amples taken from Hiſtory, whether 
Luis XIV has exceeded the Limits 
« of his Power, in calling his legitimated 
© Children to the Succeſſion of the Crown, 
and in giying them the Rank, Quality 
and Title of Princes of the Blood, after 
dall thoſe whow Nature and Law have 
© already called to it, and ſhall call to 
it for abe Future. 


The Hiſtory of France preſeryes ſe- 
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Examples 
taken 


( yeral; Proofs of _ Qrdinances made by from tl 


our Kings with Relation to the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Crown. Charlemagne 
© had three Children, Charles, Pepin 
© and Z82uys, between whom he divided 
© his Nominions five or fix Tears before 
© he died. The two eldeſt were carried 
« off in the Flowex of their Age, even 
before their Father; Charles without 
(leaving any Children, and Pepin Father 
© of a Son named Bernard, who by Law 
(vas geſtin d to the Empire. But the 
Wisdom of Charlemagne would: not 
(let him conform to this Deſtination, 
nor ſo much as hearken to it: He pre- 
+ ferred-his third Son to the lawful Iſſue 
« of his.elder Brother, and the Nation 
confirmed his Choice, without ever in- 
© Gnvating} that he had excęeded the 
© Boynds of his Authority. Very much 
don the contrary; the unfortunate Prince 
res K y 2 


Ki 
the ſecon 


le 


Race. 


Y Bernard, 


ngs ol 
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W having revolted againſt his Unele; was 
c tried before a National Aſſembly, and and 
© condemned to loſe his Life" as a 
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Rebel. a 
© 7ewvis the Binsen having divi- 
© ded his Territories with his three Sons, 


© thought fit in Proceſs of Time'to mar- 


©ry a ſecond Wife, by whom having a 


fourth Son, he gave him Newf#r:a\and 


© Aquitanta, or thoſe Territories which 


© now compoſe the Kingdom of France, 
© notwithſtanding; the Primogeniture of 


the three eldeſt, and the Fartikion Ju 


now ſpoken as 
Charles the Bald having +eſoty'd to 
go into Taly to aſſiſt the Pope againſt 
© the Saracens, aſſembled his Parliament 
at 'Compeigne for divers Affairs, and 
© particularly for ſettling the Succeſſion 


of the Crown, in Caſe he ſhould hap- 


pen to die in the Courſe of his Expe- 
dition. The Parliament being conſult- 


ed upon this Occaſion, concerning the 


Obedience that Was due to Leguis, on- 
AJy Son of Charles, made no other An- 
ſwer, than that they would never de- 

part from the Allegiance they Had ſo 
often ſworn to obſerve, provided the 
Emperor thought fit to raiſe his Son 
te the Royal Dignity by an authen- 


c "tek 9 Deus N Jos Eum Sub- 


Iinmaverilis. 


\ 
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chaying deceaſed as he was repaſſing the 
Alpes, the Coronation of Lewis tbe 
Hutterer was poſtponed till the Arri- 
val of his Father's Will, by which he 
© was nominated to the See hon. 855 
The Emperor Charles the Fut, Ad- 
© miniſtrator 'of Fance during the firſt 
© part of the Minority of Charles the 
Himple, adopted Lewis, Son of Boon 
King of Provence, and nominated him 
* to the Succeſſion of the Eaftern Fance, 
© to which notwithſtanding, "Arnold, 
© natural' Son of his Brother 'Carloman, 
© was afterwards þ wh M as we have 
already taken Notice; and after him 
a MEN © "Bay of "the" fame An 
Leis IV, luft King of Maes 0 the 
© Race of Gena, inſtituted ugh 
© Capet his Sncceffor to the Crown in 
Prejudice to Charles Duke of Lorrain, 
' Brother to his Father King Lotbaire, 
cand it is to this Title that the Third 
Race owes its Elevation. 
It is true indeed that during che 
© Courſe of the Third Race, the Method 
© of diſpoſing of the Crown by Virtue of 
da Laſt Will or Declaration, has nor 
been ſo frequently practis d. But in 
' the Place of this we ſee the natural 
children of Philip J, and of Philip the 
Auguſi 


%% 
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27. 4 inveſted with a Ca f 
$I wu, ed with pacity o 


to it; the one by the Au- 
1 1 —. vie of a hy ne ee and the 
7 501 Hale. ARMIN of + 


mr be ſaid, it. may be, that melt 

. e are too antient, and that the 
Pracqice of latter Ages has not been 
© conformable to them. But let jt be 
* ſhewn, a: leaft, 1 25 the Authority and 
© Power. of gar | Kings has been reſtrain'd 
© by any public 

© they. have willingly fabmitted. Lewis 
* XIF, is pn the pan accuſed of ha- 
ing eerried hie Fauer further than 
any of his Predeceſſors, and to haye 
* made, ſc, gf it ſo far as even to take 
© away from the Princes of the 
« the. free. Uſe of their Judgment and 
© Inclinations ; but for. the Rife of this 
unlimited Power we mult go back as 


© far as the Reigns of Lewis XIII and 


© Henry JV: fo that. there is already an 
actual Poſſeſſion of mare than a hundred 
Vears, which er al the Weste 
« nels of * Lcigns, and that with 

the greater Authority, as the Practice 
« of the preſent Times is ſo very fimila 


© to the Cuſtom of former Ages, for 


© Which we have the moſt e 5 
a ae gen be hare 


| *K 


K Ordonpance, to Which 


s N 
_ the Duke OALEAXS. 
But whit will they ſay to the Te- 
” hour of that Treaty by which the fame 
euu¹ XIV received the Reverſion of 
« the Ditthy of Lorrain, under Condi- 
© tion that the Princes of that Houſe 
ſflould ſucceed to the Crown of Fance 
( after all the Princes of the Blood and 
© their Poſterity, The great Pyincè of 
t Coride, Great-Gtandfather to the pre- 
ſent Duke of Bourbon, and the Prince 
© of Conti his Brother, might have op- 
© poſed the Enregiſtting.of that Treaty, 
and the Edict that followed. in Conſe- 
© quence of it. And if tliey did not do 
Cit, their Omiſſion muſt not be attribu- 
ted to any Terror they lay under from 
© the Power of the Government, which 
was i far from conſtraining any Perſon 
dat that Time, or forcing the Princes 
© of the Blood to a Diſſimulation unwor- 
© thy of their Birth and Courage, that 
© it left the Dükes and Peers of France 
at full Liberty to repreſent in ſuch 
Terms as are always due to the Ma- 
jeſty of Kings, that the Dignity of the 


© Royal Blood of France would admit of 


© no Competition or Equality ; that the 
Number of the Princes uf Lorraine 
© who_ would enter into the Order of 
© Succefion, who had formerly attempted 


© to exclide even the Grandfather and 


 Great-Grandfather of his preſent 
N s * Majeſty, 


35¹ 
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and whoſe Ambition. had 
carried them to attempt the dethroning 


| Tr Henry 111, did not deſerve that 
r 


eference zobich was given them by 


« the 7 reaty, nor even the Honour 9 of 


preceding the Peers of France, wvho by 
© their Birth are the Grandees of the 
Kingdom, and conſequently as much 


Superior to foreign Princes, as the 


© Crown of France 2s more glorious than 


© @ petty Sovereignty. The Parliament 


© {aw this Remonſtrance, and notwith- 
all Oppoſition, enregiſter'd 
© the Edict in Order to render the Exe- 

© cution of it perpetual. Time and Na- 
© ture have at laſt deſtroy'd it; the 
© Treaty it ſelf is come to | akin : But 
© did any of the Princes of the Blood en- 
© ter the Lifts. upon this Occaſion, or 

* pretend to diſpute the Rights of the 
* Crown in a manner peculiar to Eng 40 
« Puritans ? The Inſufficiency of 
d King s Power was never once alledg d, 

© nor was it pretended that the future 
© Succeflors of the Crown can only be 


7 deſigned by a free Election of the Peo- 


ple. 
It appears by this detail, that the 


© French Monarchy has undergone ſeve- 


ral Forms of Government in a long 
* Continuance of Ages. In its Re 
| 40 OG 
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the Sovereign Authority was divided 4». 1117: 


ad between the Kings and the Mayors of 


the Palace; both the one and the 
vat other depending ſometimes upon thoſe 
„ Aﬀemblics of the People that were 
d ( held in the Field of Mars. Charles 

'') Wc Martel, Conqueror of France, regu- 
De YY « lated his Behaviour by his Succeſs, and 
wh knew no other Law than his own 
tbe Pleaſure. His Son re-eſtabliſh'd the 
n Aſſemblies of the People, but modify'd 
cnt i © them in ſeveral Reſpects, and govern'd 
th. them as he had a mind. Charlemagne, 
id Wc fall of Confidence, reſtor'd them to the 
© W* Uſe of all their Power. Lewis the 
Ja- Debonaire, and Charles the Bald, 
the YN « endeavour'd to introduce a Change in 
zut their Conſtitution, by corrupting thoſe 
er © whom the People had choſe to repre- 
r ſent them. Laſtly, They were com- 

thc pleatly ruin'd by the Introduction of 
1 Fiefs, which gave Riſe to another 
„Form of Government, the Harmony 

> g of which depended upon the reciprocal 
ure Faith of the Grandees and their Sove- 
| be reign towards one another. TWas 
with a Deſign to improve this Conſti- 
© tution that Saint Lewis introduc'd ſe- 

the . veral Lawyers into the Parliament, 
r © which before conſiſted only of ſuch as 
> Wl © were Lords of Fiefs, and of the great 
"7 I © Officers of State. In Proceſs of Time 


L 7 © the 
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4n. 1717. © the latter were ſupplanted by the new Ne 
YN © Comers; and laſtly, the War with Wc; 
© England having entirely deſtroy'd the I « c 
© whole Frame of the Government, the « - 
© ſacceeding Kings who found themſelves s 
© Conquerors of the Country, from 
© whence they had driven the Engl 
© after more than a hundred Years Poſ- 
© ſeſſion, eftabliſh'd ſuch Laws as they 
© in a manner thought fit, which were 
« ſupported and foſtered by an univerſal 
© Change in the Manners of the Nation, 
< till at laſt the Regal Authority roſe 
© to that Point in which we have ſeen 
it under Henry IV, Lewzs XIII, and 
« Lewss le Grand. | 
Thus we ſee the Kingdom of France 
© has been uſed to arbitrary Power, and 
© it does not appear in Hiſtory that ever 
_ © jt was found Fault with, except in 
© Seaſons of Danger and Adverſity, when 
publick Misfortunes are more ſenſibly 
felt, and Malecontents are loud againſt 
Oppreſſion, declaring themſelves ready 
© to redreſs the Grievances of the People, 
© whilſt the Royal Authority is diveſted 
© of that Luſtre which is peculiar to it 
in Times of Proſperity. 
© This is in Reality the firſt Time 
3 that ever the ſecond Prince of the 
Blood has been within two Lives of 


< the Crown without Faction, Danger 
© of 
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© or Hazard, But ſhall we find Fault 4. 1717- 
with that Exceſs of Power to which 
our Kings have carried their Autho- 
{ rity, not to better the Condition of the 
Succeſſor, but to oblige him to give up 

* a part of it during his Minority, altho' 
the Rights of Minor are as ſacred as 

© thoſe of Kings, and a Part too altoge- 

( ther as eſſential as that of an abſolute 

( legiſlative Power, which his Predeceſ- 
ſors have enjoy d without Conteſt. - | 

* After this Diſcuſſion of the three 
© Propoſitions upon which the Duke of 
Bourbon's Petition may be ſaid to be 
founded, we now come to examine that 
© by which he aſſerts he Impoſibility of 
© communicating the Rank, Quality, 
© and Rights of the Princes of the Blood, 

„ any except ſuch as are lawfully 
* iſſued from the Royal Family. 

It is in the main very certain, that Proofs 
© no ſtranger can be admitted into a Fa- jegirima- 
© mily except by the uſual Methods of ced Prin- 
Adoption and Subſtitution ; but it enjoy %e 
© muſt be confeſs'd likewiſe, that by ei- Honours | 
ther of theſe Ways a Stranger may ac- a 
© quire a Right to the Name and Arms of the 
© of a Family, to their Eſtate and Privi- Blood. 
© leges, and may diſpoſe of them as he 
© pleaſes, notwithſtanding the Oppoſition 
© of ſuch as are even nearly related to the 
* ſame Family, both by Name and De- 

22 2 « ſcent, 
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An. 1717. ( ſcent. It is alſo very certain, that ille- 


A 


0 
E 


K AA „„ „„ 


TR GA ES GOOG SG Cad os 4a TAC a 


6 


gitimated Children are never reputed 
Strangers to the Family from whence 
they derive: They take both its Name 
and Arms, diſtinguiſhed with a Bar; 
and we have already made appear, that 
not very long ago they even participa- 
ted in its Nobility without any Diſ- 
tinction. 

This being premiſed, the Princes of 
the Blood remember without doubt, 
that they are deſcended from Lewis of 
Bourbon, Prince of Conde, younger 
Brother to Anthony King of Navarre, 
and that conſequently they can reckon 
no King of France in their Deſcent 
from the Time of Saint Leis. The 
legitimated Princes, on the contrary, 
have the Advantage of deriving their 
Deſcent from the three laſt Monarchs 
of France, and immediately from the 
moſt illuſtrious amongſt them. But 
this Obſervation is not made with any 
Deſign of drawing that abſurd Conſe- 


quence from it which is imputed to 


the legitimated Princes in the Memo- 
rial preſented againſt them. They 
know the * Rank that is 
granted them; they conſider it as a ſin- 
gular Favour; they pretend to no 
other; they reject and diſavow the 
Imputation with which they are char- 

* Ae 


* ged: 
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© ged: But they may alſo flatter them- 4#. 1717. 


ſelyes, that the recent Merit of thoſe 
Kings from whom they are deriy'd, will 
be had in Conſideration, and be of ſuf- 
© ficient Weight to ſupport the Rank 
that is aſſign d them. 

No Body is ignorant, that the Rank 


© of the Princes the Blood, ſuch as 


they hold it at preſent, is not of very . 


' GO Inftitution. Our Anceſtors, 
equal amongſt themſelves, -acknow- 

, old no Superiors but thoſe to whom 
© they had engag'd their Faith by ſome 
kind of Homage. The Brothers, Un- 
© cles and Couſins of our Kings, were a 
part of the Nobility; and in the Aſ- 
ſembly of the States General under 
Philip the Handſome, the King's own 
Brother, Lewis Count d*Evrenux, and 
© his Couſin- Germain Robert Count 


© 4” Artors, made no ſcruple to accept a 


Deputation on the Part of the Nobi- 
* lity, nor to carry a Meſſage to the 
states in the Name of the whole Bod 

during the Impriſonment of King Fol 


Philip Duke of Orleans, Brother to 


that King, acted the ſame Part with a 
© great deal of Honour. 
© Beſides this, we know for Truth that 
the Branches of Dreux and Courtenay 
* deſcended from Lewzs Je Groſs, have 
never been — amongſt the N ** 
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An. 1717. ber of Princes, but have been mingled 
i ſuch a Manner with the reſt of the 

« Nobility, that the Chief of the Branch 
© of Dreux had no better an Employment | 
© under Charles IV, than that of his 

© Majeſty's Carver. 
Princes The younger Children of the Fami- 
— + c ly of Bourbon, ſo rich and powerful in 
Berben its elder Branch, had moſt certainly no 
22 other Rank than that of Gentlemen of 
wr © the Kingdom. Of this the Lords of | 
of rhe © Caumoy and Meaux are very eminent 
„ Examples. Nay, ſince we are oblig d 
to ſay it, even the Branch of Fendoſne 
it ſelf, which now fills the Throne 
with {fo much Glory, has not always 
been ſo jealous of its Rank of Prince. 
There ſtill remain many Epitaphs and 
< publick Pieces that are certain Proofs 
of this. Fohn of Bourbon, Count of 
© Vendoſme, upon the Marriage of his 
< Daughter Catharine with Gilbert of 
© Chabannes, would have it a part of 
the Contract that the ſaid Gylbert 
© ſhould ſucceed to his Name, Arms and 
© Eſtate, in Caſe of the Demiſe of his 
only Son Francis of Bourbon, who at- 
: — married Mary Heireſs of Lux: 
* embourg. This I think is an incon- 
© teſtable Proof that he did not think 
* himſelf Sag of a Rank that was 


incom- 


the Duke of OrLeans. 
© incommunicable, to which the imple An. 1717. 
* Nobility muſt not aſpire. WW 


© But why ſhould we give our ſelves 
the Trouble to find out Precedents for 


© a certain Fact within every Man's 
© Knowledge ? Aenry III is the firſt of 
© our Kings who, in order to ſet the 
© Crown out of the Reach of the Houſe 
© of Guiſe, and for maintaining the Prin- 
ces of the Blood of France againſt their 
Enterprizes and Uſurpations, iſſued an 
© Ordinance which gave them Rank a- 
bove all the Peers, great Officers of the 
© Crown, foreign Princes, and all other 
© Dignities. And this ſhews that their 
© Rank is a mere Grace and Favour of 


© the Crown; a new DiſtinCtion, to which 


© in all likelyhood the Counts of Ven- 
* doſe never pretended. How then can 
© it be now ſaid that it is incommunica- 


© ble by the Fundamental Laws of the 


© Monarchy ? Lewis XI did almoſt as 
much for the Houſe of Montfort, which 
© ſucceeded to the Earl of Laval. The 
Families of Armagnac and de Foix had 
© Precedence even over the Family of 
© Vendoſme, and much more over the 


© collateral Branches. They cannot de- 
© fire a Proof more compleat and adequate 


than this in all its Branches. However 
to all that has been ſaid let us add the 
© following Conſiderations. * 


An. 1717. 
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In the firſt Place, as to the Idea and 


Maxim that our Kings muſt always be 
© confider'd as Minors, that is to ſay, 


(that they can do nothing prejudicial to 


© the Crown which their Succeſſors have 
© not a Right to revoke, it has been in- 
«© ferr'd from this Maxim, that Lewis XV 
in his Bed of Juſtice may annul the 
Edict given in Favour of the legitima- 
© ted Princes; and without Doubt if this 
Edict were contrary to the Intereſt of 
© the Crown or the Royal Authority, it 
© is beyond all Queſtion that he might do 
it. But the Complaint is, on the con- 
© trary, that the late King has extended 
© his Authority beyond the Laws; that 
© he hasexercis'd a new Degree of Power 
© altogether paramount to that which 
< was tranſmitted to him by his Prede- 
© ceflors; ſo that upon the whole the 
, —— is, whether the King made 
© uſe of a lawful Power or not. But 
© ſhall it be, that upon the ſimple Alle- 
< gation of the Duke of Bourbon, deſti- 
© tute of all Proof, the Regent of the 
© Kingdom, who is the Conſervator of 
© the King's Authority, ſhall admit fo 


great a Diminution of it, ſo contrary 


© to his Glory if the late King was in the 
© Right, and ſo contrary to his Intereſt, 
© if at the End of the Regency he ſhall 
© come to give it up into the Hands E 


* 
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his preſent Majeſty at Years of Matu- 4971919 | 
— ed if 82 Can devolves upon ** 

( himfelf in Quality of prefurnptive 
Heir. | 
© In the fecond Place, let us reflect a 
little upon the certain Conſequences 
that muſt attend the Reyocation of 
ſuch an Edict, accepted by all the Par- 
( Haments, and executed by all Parties. 
H the legitanated Princes have the 
Misſortune to loſe their Cauſe, and fee 
themſel ves depriv'd of that Rank and 
Condition which they now lawfully 
© hold from the Bounty of a great King 
„who has acknowledg'd himſelf their 
Father, can they in Juſtice to them- 
{ ſelves omit to bring their Appeal to 
© the King himſelf in his Bed of Juftice 
dat the Head of the States General of 
the Kingdom, the only Tribunal of 
N publick V Voice inveſted with compe- 
tent Authority for deciding ſuch a 
© Difpute? it will be the harder to 
© refafe” them this Satisfaction, as their 
Adverſaties ſeem by the preſent Queſ- 
tion to deſire that the States General 
ay aſſemble in Order to ſettle the 
R Authority, and confine it with- 
Bounds as they . What 
e What an The Queſ- 
tion then is to regulate the Royal 
: carnal Bat is This the Zeal with 
Aaa _ © which 
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* nu. < which the Duke of Bourbon is anima- 
e ted, and are theſe the Councils that 

c have been given him? Did ever the 
© moſt ardent Parliamentarian conceiye a 
more direſul Project? The States Ge- 
<.neral once aſſembled upon ſuch an Oc- 
caſion, who ſhall be. our Security that 
they will not carry their Reflections to 
the Succeſſion of the Crown, the Va- 
J lidity of Renunciations, and many 
« other. Points, all of them contrary to 
the King's Authority, and to the Glo- 
« ry, Intereſt, and publick Tran 

© of the Kingdom. 1170 
In the third Place, let us reflect up- 
c on the Glory and Luſtre of the laſt 
Reign, the very Diſgraces of Which 
are evident Proofs that a State is leſs 
powerful from he Extent of Dominion 
or the Strength of a, Frontier, than 
from its Form of Government. 
© Defſpotick Power has certainly its 
Inconveniences in the Hands of a Prince 
© who believes himſelf; Proprietor of all 
that his Subjects poſſeſs, and will make 
uſe of it — But it has the 

Advantage of being always beſorehand 
with its Enemies, and is never liable to 
a Surprize. An abſolute Monarch at- 
tacks and executes, whilſt his Enemies 
deliberate. This we have ſeen with 


our v e * all Europe trem- 
Hi | > A "bled 


. 


Fee 


"ap Duke of Oste As. 
c bled for the Event. All the Princes of An. $219 b 


Europe leagued themſelves againſt Lu- 
© ;5 XIV, without being able to worſt 


him in one ſingle Inſtance, till he had 
extended himfelf fo far beyond his own _ 


Pominions as to draw on a Diſſipation 
© of his Forces. But when theſe ſeveral 
Powers had a mind to put an End to a 
© War which ruin'd themſelves whilſt it 
deſdlated France, yet they would ne- 
ver once turn their Eyes towards Peace 
* without extending their Views even to 
the procuring an Alteration in the Go- 

© yernment of the Kingdom, by re- eſtab- 
© liſhing the Aſſemblies of the States Ge- 
( neral. But if after all they have not 
( yentur'd to inſiſt upon this Demand, is 
it not to be apprehended that ſome ſe⸗ 
© cret Enemies may have thought of re- 
© yiving it, by ſomenting the Diſpoſiti- 
dons of a Prince ſo conſiderable in the 
State as the Duke of Bourbon; by 
* ſpreading confus d Rumonrs of Novel- 
ties thro” the Provinces ; by flattering 
the Minds of Men with an Idea of Li- 
a and in a Word by holding the 
0 People i in Suf and in the conſtant 
Expectation of ſome extraordinary E 


vent. It is therefore extreamly neceſ- 
© ary for the Quiet of the Nation, for 
. the Intereſt of the Royal Authority, 


and for the true Greatneſs of the Prin- 
— Aaa 2 ces 
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An. 1717-4 ces themſelves who have declared a. 
WYV « painſt it, that the Wiſdom of his Roy- 

< al Highneſs, my Lord, the Duke of 
Orleans, Regent of the Kingdom, 
< ſhould endeavour to inſorm ſuch. as are 
© led aftray by falſe Pretences, in order 
© to precipitate them from Fault to Fault, 
and from. one Misfortune to another, 
© It is for his Royal Highnels's Glory as 
< well as his Intereſt never to alter the 
Government, which has hitherto ſe- 
< cured, and will continue to preſerve the 
Peace of this Monarchy at home, as 
< well as its Greatneſs and Reputation 


with Foreigners. 


If any thing could have determin'd his 
Royal Highneſs in Favour of the legiti- 
mated Princes, it would have been the 
foregoing Memorial. We have now ſeen 
all that has been offer d both on one fide 
and the other, which will enable the 
Reader to judge of the Equity of the 
following Edict by which this important 
Diſpute was at laſt decided, on the 2d 
of July, after the Council of Regency 
had ſat upon it for three Days ſucceſſive- 
ly. On the Eighth of the ſame Month 
it was regiſtred in Parliament, and is as 
n Tot oat it * 

« Lew 
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8 LVs the late King, our moſt ho- Edict for 
«  noured Lord and Great Grandſa- ref 
ther, has ordained by his Edict of the L 
Month of July 1714, that if in Pro- f Favour 
© ceſs of Time all the lawful Princes of gitimated 
the Auguſt Houſe of Bourban ſhould Princes. 

© come to fail, inſomuch that there ſhall 

not remain one of them to inherit the 
(Crown, It ſhall in that Cale devolve 

{ upon, and appertain in full and plenary 
Right, to Lis Auguſtus of Bourbon, 

Duke du Maine, and to Lewss Alex- 

ander of Bourbon, Count of Toulouſe, 

his legitimated Children, and to their 
Male Deſcendants for ever, born and 
to be born in lawful Marriage, preſer- 
ving amongſt themſelves the Order of 
© Succeſſion, and always preferring the 
© elder Branch to the younger, declaring 
them capable of ing to the 
Crown excluſtyely of all others, only 
in the foregoing Caſe of the utter Ex- 
© tin&ion of all the lawſul Princes of our 
Blood. Declaring it his Pleaſure alſo, 
that his aid legitimated Sons, the Duke 
( du Maine, with his Children and Male 
* Deſcendants ſor ever born in lawful 
© Wedlock, and in the ſame Manner the 
Count de Toulouſe, his Children and 
Male Deſcendants, ſhould have ow 

| an 
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“ and Seſſion in our Court of Parliament 


% * 
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© at the ſame Age with the Princes of 


our Blood, even altho” they ſhould not 

.*.,., © bein Poſſeſſion of Peerdoms, without 
being obliged to take any Oath in our 
1 00 aid C Coard: that they ſhall receive and 


c enjoy the Ae Honours which are gi- 


ven to the Princes of our Blood, and 


be in all Places and upon all Occaſions 


treated as ſuch immediately after all 


© the ſaid lawful Princes, and before all 
other Princes of Sovereign Houſes, and 
call. Lords of what Dignity- ſoever. 
< Declaring it his Pleaſure moreover, 
that the Privilege of fitting in Parlia- 
ment, and of enjoying in their own 
© Perſons and their Deſcendants, as well 
© in-all Ceremonies to de performed in 


his Preſenee and before the Kings his 


Succeſſors, as in all other Places, the 
© ſame Rank, Honours and Precedenee, 
due to all the Princes of his royal Blood, 
and that the ſame ſhould belong to 
them and their Deſcendants for ever, 
in » Confideration of the Honour and 
© Advantage "which" they have to be 
eG from bim, repealing ſo much of 
is Edict of May 1694, and May'r711, 
as ate 8 to _ 1 — of 
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After the Enregiſtring of the ſaid 4-717. 
Edict, which! was done in our Parlia- 5 
ment of Paris on the Second of AHugiſt 
41714, ſome of the Chambers of the ſaid 
Court, having made a Diſſiculty to re- 
© ceiye the Petitions of our ſaid Uncles 
d under the Quality of Princes of the 
Blood, or to give them that Quality 
in Judgments where they were Parties, 
the late King our moſt honoured Lord 
and Great Grandfather, thought fit to 
' ordain' by his Declaration of the Twen- 
' ty-third of May 1715, that both in 
' our Court of Parliament and every 
( where elſe, no Difference ſhould be made 
betwixt the Princes of the Royal Blood 
' and his faid legitimated Sons and their 
Deſcendants in lawful Marriage, and 
conſequently that they ſhould take the 
Quality of Princes of the Blood, and 
that it ſhould be given them in all Acts 
Juridical and otherwiſe, and that whe- 
' ther as to Rank, Seſſion in Parliament 
gor any other Privilege whatſoever, the 
Princes of our Blood and his ſaid legi- 
timated Sons ſhould be treated upon an 
gequal Footing, yet nevertheleſs ſo as 
to take Place after the laſt of thoſe 
Princes conſormable to the Edict of the 
Month of July 1714, which was there- 
e confirm d in all its Parts. 
ter SEASFP u o nose ich bn 

12 ; 0 But 


a 1717). © But Death having 
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 robb'd us of the 


C late King, our moſt hononred Lord 
© and Great Grandfather, three Months 
< after that Declaration, our moſt dear 
and moſt beloved Couſins, the Duke of 
« Bourbon, the Count de Charolozs, and 
© the Prince of Conti, Princes of our Blood, 
© moſt humbly ſupplicated us to te- 
voke the Edict of the Month of July 
© F714, and the Declaration of the 23d 
<« of May 1715, to which purpoſe they 
©. have ented us with a Petition and 
1 Memorials; and our moſt dear 
and beloved Uncles, the Duke di 
© Maine and the Count de Toulouſe ha- 
ving alſo expoſed their Reaſons by ſe- 
© veral Memorials, and preſented us alſo 
© with a Petition by which they pray 
that we would either the Con- 
© fideration of the Petition preferr'd to us 
© by the Princes of our Blood till our | 
Majority, or if we thought proper to 
decide it during our Minority, that we 
© would' determine ing with relation 
© to the Queſtion concerning the Succeſ- 
ſion of the Crown, till the States of 
the Kingdom lawfully aſſembled, have 
< debated concerning the Intereſt which 
© the Nation may have in the Contents 
Hof the Edict of July 1714, and whi- 
ther it be defirable or convenient to de- 
mand the Reyocation of it. This Pe- 

1 , 6 tition 
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© tition as ſucceeded. by a Proteſt made 4». 1717. 
before a Notary, tending to the ſame * 
« Purpoſes, and our moſt dear and moſt 
© beloved Uncles the Duke da Mains and 
the Count de TouJouſe have required 
that the, {aid Proteſt ſhould be entred 
in the Regiſter of our Court of Parlia- 
ment at Paris, having preſented the 
Parliament. with a Petition to that Ef- 
« fe... But our ſaid Court always atten- 
(tive, to the Preſervation of the eſtab- 
© liſh'd. Order of our Kingdom, and 
« watchful to omit no Occaſion of giving 
dus all poſſible; Marks of its Reſpect and 
« Zeal for our Authority, did with its 
guſual — reſolve, that it could 
« take no other Step with Relation to 
the Haid Petition, than barely to ac- 

© quaint/us with it, and receive our Or- 
„ders. | 

Thus we ſee with Diſpleaſure, that 
the Diſpoſition which the late King, 

© our; maſt honoured Lord and Great- 
tion Grandfather, had made by his Edict of 
cel- Jay 1714, to prevent, as he himſelf 
of © exprefles it, the Misfortunes and Trou- 
we bles which might one Day happen in | 
nich the Kingdom if all the Princes of the 
znts Ml © Roy al Blood ſhould die without Iſſue, 
ne- is, | contrary to his Intentions, become 
de- the Subject of a preſent. Diviſion be- 
pe- * tween the Princes of our Blood and the 
tion B b b legi- 
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| 41.1717. © timated Princes, the ill Effects of which 
begin already to be felt, and are ſuch 


as the Good of the State requires to be 
ſtifled in their Birth. 

We have a ſtedfaſt Hope, that God, 
* who has preſerved the Houſe of France 
for ſo many Ages, and given it ſo many 
© ſhining Proofs of his Protection, will 
© not be leſs fayourable to it for the fu- 
ture, and that by permitting it to con- 
tinue as long as the Monarchy it ſelf, 
© he will in his Goodneſs preſerve our 
© People from that Misfortune which 
vas the Object of the late King's Fore- 
© ſight and Precaution. But if ever 
France undergoes that Misfortune, it 
vill then appertain to the Nation to 
© repair their Loſs by their own wiſe 
Choice; and ſince the fundamental 
© Laws of our Kingdom have happily 
© difabled us to alienate the Demeſns of 
© the Crown, we think it our Glory to 
" acknowledge, that it is ſtill leſs in our 
© Power to diſpoſe of the Crown it ſelf. 
We are perſuaded it belongs to us no 
© otherwiſe than for the Welfare and 
© Happineſs of the State, and that con- 
* ſequently the State only would have 
© Power to diſpoſe of it upon ſo ſorrow- 
© ful an Occafion, which we are perſua- 
< ded our People cannot foreſee without 
a Pain, nor entertain even the bare Idea 


© of 


——_—__eiadaeca;,; m ũͤ W az ia 


the . Duke. of OrLEANS. 
« of it without Affliction. We believe 4» 2 
it our Duty to a Nation fo faithfully 


and ſo inviolably attached to the Fa- 


© mily of their. Sovercign, not to antici- 
pate the Choice it would make if ſuch 


a Misfortune ſhould happen; and it is 
for this Reaſon that we haye thought 

© it unneceſſary to conſult it upon this 
* Occaſion, wherein we act ſolely for the 
© Intereſt of our People, by revoking an 
Ae upon which the Nation was not 
conſulted; our Intention being to pre- 
ſerve the Kingdom in all its Rights, 
* whilſt we even prevent its Wiſhes; 
© and this we ſhould have always thought 
© our ſelves obliged to do for the Preſer- 
vation of the Conſtitution, altho the 
« Repreſentations which we have receiv'd 
© on the Part of the Princes of our Blood 
© had never been made. 

But after having thus placed the 
© Intereſt and the Law of the State in 
© Security, and after having declar'd that 
© we acknowledge no other Princes of 
© our Blood, than ſuch as being deriv'd 


from Kings by a lawful Deſcent, may 


therefore _ ſuch in their Perſons, 

© we think we are alſo at Liberty to 
© ſhew a favourable Regard to our moſt 
dear and moſt beloved Uncles, the Duke 
© du Maine and the Count de Toulouſe, 


* with reſpect to the new Honours they 


Bbb 2 © have 
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. 1117. © have receiv'd in out Court of Parlia- 1 
e ment firice the Edict of July 1714, the © i 
c continuation of Which we think ought M © 1 
ſo much the leſs to be envied them for 1 
0 yu reſt of their Lives, as the Fay 1 
© we grant them is founded upon a Mo «'t 
© tive ſo very pectifiar'to' thoſe Princes, MW *7 
a that it can never be drawn into Prece- e 
dent hereaſter. Upon this Conſidera- Wl * 1 
tion, we follow with Pleaſure the Ml © £ 
© Dictates of our Affection for Princes 
© who have render'd themſelves fo wor- © t 
© thy of it, by their perſonal Qualif- W * 1 
* eg! 26 their Toyalty towards Or 
[4 Ex] 6&1 7 
2 For theſe Cauſes, and other 1000 0 
and weighty Conſiderations us thereto I 1 
© moving, with the Advice of our moſt 
© dear and moſt beloved Uncle the Duke 
© of Orleans Regent, and of ſeveral Ml * a 
great and notable Perſons of this MW * t 
. Kingdom, and of our certain Know- W 1 
H _ © ledge, full Power, and Royal Autho- W © 1 
_ © rity, we have revoked — annulled, WI - 
© and do by this perpetual and irreyoca- 
ble Edict revoke and annul the ſaid | 
Edict of the Month of Faly 1714, and Co 
© the faid Declaration of the twenty W ing 
© third of May 1715; ordaining never- W go 
| © theleſs,” that our moſt dear and moſt { Gr 
© beloved Uncles the Duke d Maine and we 


2 the Count de Tolonfe, do continue to i th. 
receive 


tbe Duke of Oxuedns. 
receive the Honours t 
in our Court of Parliament ſince the 
Edict of Fuly 1714 and this in Conſi- 


deration of their having been in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of them, ſaving all Conſequences 


that may ariſe from the ſame, and 


provided alſo that they ſhall not ſtile 
© or 'qualify themſelves Princes of our 


Blood, nor ſhall the ſaid Quality be 


given them in any Judgments or Acts 
© whatibever. Reſerving it to our ſelves 
to explain our Intentions as to the 

Entry and Seſſion of our moſt dear and 
© moſt beloved Coufins the Prince of 
© Dombes and the Count of Ex, in our 
Court of Parliament, and as to the 
© Honours that they may claim there. 
It is moreover our Pleafire that 
Proteſts contrary to theſe Preſents 
© and remain nul and of no Effect as if 
© they had never been, as we do in 
© like Manner annul them by | theſe 


© Preſents. 


Although the Duke % Maine and the 
Count de Toulouſe had oppoſed the iſſu- 
ing of this Edi& with abundance of Vi- 
gour, yet they ſubmitted to it with a 
Greatneſs of Mind that ſhewed them 
worthy of the high Rank from' which 
they were degraded. On the other __ 

o 


hey have erde 2 
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u they had the Conſolation: of ſeeing. the MW tia 
Prince de Dombes and the Count d'Eu in 
continued in their Honours, and the che 
Regent adjudged to the latter the Pri- wa 
vilege of giving the King his Shirt and N 
Napkin, which was conteſted with him. am 
Upon the whole, the legitimated Prin- De 
ces were given to underſtand, that it was 8 
not without Regret the Court had pro- the 
cceded againſt them, and that their Per- ¶ He 
ſons were held in the ſame Eſteem as Wl $01 
before. LA. nds and 
In the ſucceeding Month the Duke of Ml aſſr 
Orleans himſelf was well nigh engaged im 
in a Diſpute about Precedency. In the 
— Year his Royal Highneſs had 
not aſſiſted at the ſolemn . Proceſſion 
which is made at Paris on the Day that 
the Church of Rome celebrates the Aſ- 
ſumption of the Virgin Mary; but this 
Vear he reſolved to be at it, and ſent to 
the Parliament to know what Rank he 
ought to hold in that Ceremony where 
he was to repreſent the Perſon of the 
King, in Quality of Regent. The Par- 
liament aſſembled twice upon this Query, 
and the firſt Preſident made anſwer, that 
as a Member of that Aſſembly his Roy- 
al Highneſs ought according to Cuſtom 
to walk between two Preſidents. This 
was not well receiv'd/at Court, and the 
King ſent a Lettre de Cachet to the Par- 
liament 


the Dake" of Oxi xs. 


lament, and the Chapter of Notre Dame 4 1117. 


in Paris, by which his Majeſty declared 
that he had a very great Inclination to 
walk in the famous Annual Proceſſion of 
Notre Dame, in order to ſhew an Ex- 
ample to his People, and to ſatisfy his 
Devotion towards the Holy Virgin. But 
18 it had been repreſented to him that 
the exceſſive Heat might prejudice his 
Health, he had yielded to the preſſing 
Sollicitations which had been made him, 
and had deſired the Duke of Orleans to 
aſſiſt at that Proceſſion in his Place, to 
implore the Favour of Heaven upon his 
Kingdom; commanding them to receive 
the Duke of Orleans as himſelf. Agree- 
able to this Order the Duke Regent 
walked ſingle with a ſuitable Diſtinction, 
before the firſt Preſident of the Parlia- 
ment and the Cardinal de Noaz/tes, and 
had alſo a diſtinguiſh'd Rank in the 
Church of Notre Dame. 1 
On the Second of Auguſt the Parlia 

ment enregiſtred the Letters Patents, by 
which all Law-Suits begun in the Court 
of Juſtice were referred to their Aſſem- 
bly. Monſieur Bourvalais obtained like- 
wiſe a Mrit of Superſedeas to all his Cre- 
ditors, who were payed by the King; 
and Bourvalais 'commenc'd a Law-Suit 
againſt Monſieur Fourqueux, late Attor- 
ney General of the Fiery Chamber, — 
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As. 1717. the Recovery of certain Moveables, which 

&Y'V he' affirm'd had neither been ſold nor 
compriſed in the Writ of Sale. This laſt 
Buſineſs was carried \baſone: the Council 
of Regency. | "$4 

On the fixth of Auguſt appar two 
Ordinances with Relation to Maritime 
Affairs. By the firſt it was provided, 
that all Traders who equipp'd Veſſels for 

long Voyages, ſhould be oblie'd to em- 
bark Amoners on board them when the 
Ship's Company conſiſted of forty Hands 
or upwards. The other was to oblige 
Merchants to ſend able Surgeons on 
board all Ships carrying twenty Hands, 
who were to paſs: Examination! before 
others of the ſame Profeſſion, who ſhould 
be nominated by the Admiral of #T ance 
for that Purpoſe. 

On the ninth the Duke of: hav, 
who was then enter'd into his fifteenth 
Year, took his Seat in Parliament with 
the uſual Ceremonie.. t 

The Remainder of this Month was 
ſpent in iſſuing Edicts and Declarations. 
In the firſt Place came out an Edict for 
ſuppreſſing the Tax of the tenth Penny 
upon Lands. And this was follow d by 
another, creating Annuities for Life at 
ſixteen per Cent. to the Amount of 
twelve hundred thouſand Livres, e 
_ to extin — the Remainder of 


the 
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the Government Bills, and the Caſh- Au. 1717. 
Notes of the General Receivers. To 
this ſucceeded a Declaration for a Lotte- 
tery to the ſame Purpoſe. An Edict for 
the Sale and Inveſtiture of the ſmall De- 
meſns of the Crown. Letters Patents in 
the Form of an Edict, for eſtabliſhing a a 
Company of Commerce under the Title 
of the Company: of. the Weſt. An Order 
of Council poſtponing the Diminution of 
the Old Species to the firſt of December. 
An Ordinance of his Majeſty importing, 
that ſuch quondam Officers of the Reve- 
nue as were taxed by He Fiery Cham- 4 
ber and required time for Payment of 
their Fines ſhould be obliged to furniſh 
an Intereſt of a Piſtole for every Thou- 
fand Livres, to be employed for the ſup- 
port of ſeyeral Communities of young 
Women eſtabliſh'd for the Inſtruction of. - 
Youth, or in other Works of Charity 
and Piety. I 1 
The Attention of the Publick to theſe 
Acts of the Regency, was call'd off by 
an Accident of a very extraordinary Na- R oft of 
ture, which was the Revolt of the In- the Iſland | 
habitants of Martinico againſt Meſſieurs of Marr 
de In Varenne and Ricouart, the firſtt 
Governour General, and the other In- 
tendant of that Colony. Two Perſons, 
only, du Buth a Lieutenant Colonel of 
Militia, - and du Hauteriwe Attorney 
| Ccc _ General 
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a. 1117. General of the ſuperior Council, brought 


about the Revolt of the Hland, under 
the Pretext, whether true or falſe is un- 
certain, of the unworthy Servitude to 
which the People were reduced by the 
abovemention'd Officers. They ſent cir- 
cular Letters to the Inhabitants com- 
manding them to come armed upon a 
certain Day to different Places of Ren- 
dezyous, menacing ſuch as did not ap- 
pear with all the Extremities of Fire 
and Sword. The Governor had Infor- 
mation given him of the Conſpiracy, but 
ſlighted his Intelligence; which gave the 
Malecontents an Opportunity of farpri- 
ſing him in his own Houſe as he ſat at 
Dinner with the Intendant, both of 
whom they arreſted and put on board a 
Ship bound for Rochelle, forbidding ei- 
ther of them ever to ſet Foot again in 
the Hland. At the ſame time they obli- 
ged the Captain to ſwear that he would 
faithfully deliver the Papers they intruſt- 
ed him with for the Duke Regent at the 
Poſt-Houte in Rochelle, and that he 
would tranſport his two Priſoners into 


France. This being done, the better to 


aſſure themſelves of the Courſe of his 
Veſfel they ſent out two Sloops well 
armed, which accompanied her twelve 


I oY 


Leagues to Sea. 
Actions 
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Actions that have a certain Air of . 1717. 
IN 


Boldneſs, never fail to acquire the Ad- 


miration of the Multitude. Various were 


the Diſcourſes concerning this Affair at 


Paris, moſt People inclining to fayour 
the Gallantry of the Conſpirators, which 
was made the more eminent by their 
Moderation after the Departure "of the 
Governor and the — Things 
returning immediately to their own 
Channel, and nothing further being un- 
dertaken contrary to the King's In- 
tereſt. | 

At this time there aroſe ſeveral Diffi- 
culties about enregiſtring the Edict juſt 
now mention d for ſuppreſſing the tenth 
Penny upon Lands. The Council of Re- 


gency had nominated Commiſſioners to 


examine ſeyeral Articles of it ; and the 
ties of the Parliament had an Au- 
dience of the King upon the ſame Sub- 
jet, who was ſeated under a Canopy in 
the great Hall of Audience, with the 
Duke Regent upon his Right Hand and 
the Chancellor of France upon his Left. 
The Deputies being introduc'd by a Se- 
rung of Nah and the Maſter of the 
Ceremonies, the firſt Preſident {ſpoke 
with a great deal of Force to certain Ar- 


ticles of the Edict, and deſcribed the mi- 
ſerable Condition of the People, in ſuch 
. Tears from many of his 

Cee 2 1 
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An. 1517, Auditors. The Chancellor reply'd that 
nis Majeſty ſaw with Pleaſure the Zeal 
of his Parlament and its Attention for 
the Good of the Kingdom. The Duke 
Regent went further, and ſaid, that the 
King had the higheſt Conſideration for 
the wholſome Repreſentations of his 
Parliament, which never exerted it ſelf 
but for the Publick Good, and had al- 
ways been remarkable for its Love to 
France in the moſt difficult Conjunctures. 
To this the Chancellor added, that his 
Majeſty would ſgniſ his Intentions to 
them the next Day. The ſame Deputies 
had afterwards an Audience of the Duke 
Regent in the great Gallery, attended by 
the Chancellor of France and the Duke 
de Noailles. His Royal Highneſs en- 
tertained them for more than four Hours 
upon the Condition of the Finances at 
the late King's Death, of the Meaſures 
that had been employ'd for the Reduc- 
tion of the Debts, and upon the preſent 
State of the Revenue. The Articles of 
the abovementioned Edict were ſully de- 
bated in this Conference; and the fa- 
mous Mr. Lax was call'd in to ſhew the 
Advantages that would ariſe from the 
Miſiippi Company, and this he did in 
ſuch a manner as enabled his Royal High- 
neſs to ſurmount the Diſſficulties of the 
Edict, which were in a great meaſure ob- 
ZiolibhH F yiated 
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viated by the Declaration that was the 4 217. 
next Day ſent to the Parliament: But 


before we recite that Declaration it will 
be proper to give the Reader a View of 
the Edict it relates to, which for its Ac- 


curacy and Importance is N 1 11 


of a Place i in _ Memoirs. 


hd * 


* 2 E w 7 8 Se. 
| Lihough! * Relief of our — Edict for 


ph ple, exhauſted by the Efforts 2 
which our Kingdom has been obliged T. of 


to make for the Support of two long the tenth 
and bloody Wars almoſt without Inter- _ 
© ruption, was the firſt Object of our Eſtates 


© Wiſhes even in the Beginning of our 


© Reign, yet it has not been poſſible to 
bring this about ſo ſoon as we deſired, 
© whether it be from the Multitude and 


© Diverſity of thoſe Engagements which 


© the: Neceſſities of the Times made it 


© requiſite to contract; from the Diffi- 
* culty of knowing the true Situation of 
© our Finances and of fixing the whole 


Maſs of every Kind of Debts with 
* which our Kingdom was charged ; or 
© laſtly, from the Confuſion which had 
© prevail'd in the Management of the dif- 
© ferent Branches of our Revenue, almoſt 
all eat up by anticipated 

1 e 
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on. 712. the unavoidable Conſequences of thoſe 
wv >< unhappy; Times, which would not per- 


a0 & lay a Foundation for clear! 


mit the Adminiſtration to think of a 
Reform in the Management of the Fi- 
E nances, whilſt it was entirely employ'd 
in finding Means to carry on the War, 
and procure at laſt an advantageous 
© Peace for the Kingdom. We have not 
< failed however to provide for the moſt 
< preſſing Neceſſities; to grant both Time 
for Payments; Diminutions or Com- 
< penſations to all our Provinces; and to 
the State, 
by a Suppreſſion of burthenſom and un- 
< uſeful Poſts, and by ſuch a Liquidation 
< of the publick Debts as could alone de- 


monſtrate to us the Greatneſs of the 


< Eyil, and ſhew the Remedies that were 
c proper to be applied to it. The Re- 
< trenchment of above Forty Millions 
< per Annum upon the Expences of our 
Civil Lift, the Augmentation that has 
has been made in ſeveral of our private 
Farms, the Diminution of Offices, the 
Order and Method that we have begun 
to eſtabliſn in our Courts of Receipt, 
< and laſtly, the actual Payments which 
© have been made in ready Money whe- 
ther at our Royal Treaſury or at the 
< Town-Houte of Paris, for more than 
two hundred and forty Millions in leſs 
than two Years, have been the Firſt 

N | Fruits 
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© Fruits of our Cares, and of the Admi- 17 
Www 
Me have even gone further than this, 

dand without attending to any thing 


niſtration which we have eftabliſh'd. 
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but the Affection which we bear to our 


(People, and before our Finances could 


be regulated, we have already granted 
them a conſiderable Relief, by remit- 


ting four Sols per Livre upon the Du- 


ties of our Farms, and by the Suppreſ- 
( fron or Reduction of ſeveral other Taxes 
' equally grieyous. 
( fider what we have hitherto done for 
' the Advantage of our Subjects as any 


' other than a bare Preparation for ena- 


bling us to procure them greater Bene- 
fits, and for ſettling a general Plan for 
the Adminiſtration of our Finances, 
' which may preſerve them in Order for 
the future, by reducing the Manage- 
ment of them into the plaineſt and moſt 
ſimple Method, prevent the Aliena- 
tion of any of our Funds, remove thoſe 
' Cauſes that have hitherto been an Ob- 
ſtruction to Commerce, and augment 
the Revenue of the Crown by a great- 


der Conſumption ; whilſt inſtead of en- 


' creafing the Number of Taxes, the 


Subject ſhall be relieved from all ſuch 


s are not abſolutely neceſſary for diſ- 
charging the Debts of the State. It 
eis with this View that after having in 

| ur 


But we do not con- 
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| an. 1717. © our Council taken full Information of 
the State of our Revenue as it ſtood on 
the firſt of September 171 5, of all that 


© has ſince been done in Relation to any 


part of it, and of every Branch of our 


© Finances, Salaries, and all other Ex- 
© pences of our Kingdom, we have alſo 


© examined with the ſame Application 


© into. all ſuch Methods as may be em- 
© ployed to facilitate the End we have 
< propoſed: to our ſelves; and after the 
© Diſcuſſion that has been made, we have 
thought proper no longer to delay the 
Accompliſhment of a Part of our Inten- 


tions, by eaſing our Subjects of one of 


* the Impoſitions Extraordinary with 


© which they were charged, by the Re- 
© miſſion of the Tenth Penny upon the 


© Income of Lands and all other Real 
© Eſtates that were ſubject to that Im- 
* polition. The Money which the State 
has Annually drawn from this Fund 
* lince the Year 1710, will for the great- 
< eſt part be made good by the Retrench- 
ment of our Expences, in which there 
© 1s not a ſingle Article that we have not 
reduc'd, beginning with thoſe that re- 


© lated immediately to our own Perſon. 
And although we have already made 


one Reduction in the Penſions by our 


Declaration of the thirtieth of Fanua- 


« ry, we ſtill think it proper to make 
„further 
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the Duke of arent 


further Retrenchments upon this Head, 4 an. 1717: 


© which added to the former will reduce 
the greateſt part of the Penſions to one 
© half of what they were; and whatſoe- 
© yer Favour ſome of thoſe who enjoy 
© Penſions may deſerve, we yet hope 
they will ſuffer their new Reduction 
© without Regret, when they are in- 
« form'd, — our moſt dear and moſt 
beloved Uncle the Duke of Orleans, 
Grandſon of France, whole Diſintereſt- 
* edneſs and Greatneſs of Mind are equal 
to his Vigilance and Concern both for 
the Intereſts of the Crown and the 
' Happineſs of the Subject, has deſired, 
© as well as the other Princes of our Blood, 
to give an Example to all ſuch as en- 
joy Penſions, by the Reduction of thoſe 
© which they polleks. And thus as we 
© can neither augment the Taxes, nor 
© eyen continue ſuch as are already im- 
© poſed, without burthening a People ſo 
© worthy of the Relief we intend them, 
© we haye found a more certain and more 
© honourable Reſource in the Retrench- 
© ment of our own Expence, and of that 


© which is rather an Effect of our Libe- 
© rality than a Debt of the State. But 
© as all the Retrenchments that we have 
© made, both with regard to our {elf and 
the Princes of the Blood, as alſo in Re- 
nn. to the Army, Nav y, double 

© Employs, 
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Employs, and in general upon all ſorts 
of Expences whether privileged or o- 
therwiſe, are not ſufficient to anſwer 
the Deficiency that is made in our Re- 
venue, by ſuppreſſing the Tax of the 
Tenth Penny, we are forced in the 
ſame manner to ſuperſede all Privileges 
and Exemptions from the Salt Duties 
and Aids, which are equally deſtructive 
to our Finances, both by the Diminu- 
tion which ariſes from them, and the 


© Allowances that we are obliged to 


make by way of Indemnification to our 
Farmers. Theſe Privileges, which are 
of great Importance with reſpect to our 
Farmers, are of ſo ſmall a Conſidera- 
tion in the private Circumſtances of 


ſuch as poſſeſs them, that we hope 


they will without any Regret make 
this light Sacrifice for the ſake of ſo 
important a Benefit as will accrue from 
it, both to the Publick and themſelyes. 
It is from the ſame Motive that we 
are obliged to diſcharge our ſelf from 
maintaining the publick Lanterns, and 
from cleanſing the Streets of our 'good 
City of Paris; which we have the 


greater Reaſon to do, as the Proprie- 


© tors of Houſes have by the Encreaſe 


K. 
0 


of Rents, ſufficiently reimburſed them- 
ſelves the Money they paid to be ex- 


N I from nee 3 which 


being 


by each in particular, tho? it be a very 
© conſiderable Expence to the State. To 
the Profit that will accrue to us from 
« theſe different Retrenchments we will 
© add that which ſhall ariſe from a wiſe 
© and prudent OEconomy in the {ſeveral 
Branches of our Revenue, and the Ex- 
tinction of ſeveral temporary Employ- 
© ments ; and by the Pains we take to be 
H rightly inform'd of the real Product of 
© each Branch of our Finances, we hope 
© at laſt to bring them to their juſt Va- 
© lue, to the. end that in Proceſs of 
© Time we may be able to make far- 
ther Remittances in favour of our Peo- 
© ple. But as the Encreaſe of Com- 
© merce is what may contribute more than 
© any thing to the Augmentation of our 
Revenue, we have thought it prudent 
© to apply principally to this Point, and 
© conſidering, that to remove the Cauſe 
© of a Diſeaſe is the firſt Step towards 
© a Cure, which is eaſily brought about 
in Matters of Commerce, when there 


© is no Obſtacle to ſtop or retard its 


© Courſe, we have therefore thought it 
© very worthy all our Care to examine 
the Means that may be employed to 


remove that Kind of General Obſtruc- 


tion which ariſes in the Courle and 
i © Circula- 


© being divided and proportion'd amongſt 4». 1717- 
© a great many Perſons, will hardly be felt SAY 
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ment-Bills and Caſh-Notes of the Ge- 
neral Receivers. We have therefore 
ordered all thoſe Memorials to be care- 
fully examin'd, which the Zeal or Inte- 


© reſt of any of our Subjects hath induced 


them to preſent us upon fo important 
a Subject; ſtedfaſtly rejecting all ſuch 
Projects, as only tended to free the 
Revenues of the Crown, either by over- 
charging the People, by reſcinding ſuc- 


ceſſiyely a Part of the Capital of the 


Government - Bills, by obliging our 
Subjects to receive them in common 
Payment againſt their Inclinations, 
which muſt be extremely fatal both to 
the Circulation of Money and Com- 


merce in general, or by confounding 


them in the Value of the new minted 
Money, which firſt or laſt muſt have 
been equally ruinous both to private 
Perſons and the State. 

* All theſe Methods having appear'd 
to us, either unjuſt in themſelyes, vi- 
olent in their Execution, or pernicious 
in their Conſequences, we have thought 
fit to employ the moſt plain and fim- 
ple Means, inſenfibly to withdraw the 
Government-Bills, either by giving our 
Subjects an Opportunity of employing 
them in Annuities at Sixteen per Cent. 


without any Diſtinction of Age; or by 


« ſetting 
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ern-⸗ up Lotteries under Conditions Au. 1717. 
Ge- very favourable for the Adventurers; by 
fore © alienating in Government-Bills, at 'the 
are- KRate of 30 Vears Purchaſe at leaſt certain 
ite- MW © Parcels of Wood-Lands ſituated at 4 
iced WM © Diftance from our principal Forefts, and 
tant WM © other {mall Portions of our Demeſhs, 
uch of very little Service and uncapable of 
the WI © affording us any Conveniency except in 
ver- © their Sale; or laſtly, by the Eſtabliſn- 
ſuc- ment of trading Companies, whoſe Ac- 
the WM © tions ſhall be payable to the Bearer, 
our and be purchaſable with Government- 
non Bills, at the Rate of five hundred Li- 
ons, © yres for each Action; inſomuch that 
i to Ml © beſides the Intereſt of four per Cent, 
om- WM © whieh we ſhall aſſign upon a valuable 
ling WM Fund, and ſhall be received by the Di- 
ted M * reQors of the ſaid Companies to be by 
ave them diſtributed every fix Months to 
rate MW © the Proprietors of their Stock, with 

Exception to the Intereſt of the pre- 
ard WM © fent Year, which ſhall ſerve for a 
vi- Fund to the ſaid Companies, the ſaid 
ious W © Proprietors will immediately begin to 
ght enjoy their Share of the Profit that will 
fin- © be made, and this will render the faid 
the Actions vendable amongſt all forts of 
our WM * Perſons, as a Kind of Merchandize 
ying WM © whoſe Price may riſe and fall according 
ent. to the — of Navigation and 
r by Commerce. 
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© After: having open'd theſe different 


Ways to the Proprietors of the Go- 
vernment-Bills, (without reckoning 
the great Number of them which will 
be exhauſted by the Taxations of the 
Chamber of Juſtice) we believe it will 


< be very equitable for us to fix a certain 
Time in which the Proprietors of the 
< {aid Bills ſhall be obliged to determine 


0 
o 


a 'a intatntlan ian 
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* the * Time to the Proprietors of 


juſtice in this, foraſmuch as it d 


themſelves as to the Method they will 
chuſe to employ them in, after which 
they ſhall no longer bear an Intereſt; 
and we think we ſhall do them no "a 
lepends 
entirely upon themſelyes to chuſe any 
of theſe Methods to ſecure the Conti- 
nuation of their Intereſt, together with 
the particular Advantages that will 
reſult from them. 

< With Regard to the Notes of the 
General Receivers, we have reflected 
that in the preſent Situation of our 
Affairs, it is neither poſſible nor even 
adviſable to allow ſo high an Intereſt 
upon them as ſeven and an half per Cert. 
which was what we propos d when we 
ſet forth our Declaration of the twelfth 


of October 1715. We think it proper 


to ſubject them to the ſame common 


Rule with the other Debts of the State 


as to the Rate of Intereſt, opening at 
« theſe 
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© theſe Notes the fame Means that we 4. 1 


© have already propoſed for the Goyern- 
© ments Bills, yet ſo as not to take Place 
« till after the ſaid Notes of the Recei- 
vers General ſhall have been convert- 
© ed into others which ſhall be called 
* Bills of the common Caſh of the Ge- 

* neral Receipts, upon which Fund the 
© Intereſt ſhall be regularly paid, that 

© the Proprietors of thoſe Bills may not 
© ſuffer from any Breach of that Faith 

© upon which they originally con- 
© tracted. 

The ſame Reaſons that hinder us 
from employing thoſe Funds for the 
Payment of the Capital of the Recei- 
vers Notes which were at firſt allotted 
for that Purpoſe, oblige us alſo to re- 
© ſerve in our Royal Treaſury the Profit 
* ariſing from the Reduction of the An- 
© nuities granted upon the Poll-Tax, the 
© Regiſtry of Notarial Acts, and ſome 

© other of our Farms; becauſe the firſt 
' Juſtice that we owe to our Subjects, 
is to ſecure the Payment of the Intereſt 
that is due to them, till we can repay 
© their Principal; and that the Foun- 
« dation of all the Diſpoſitions made by 
© the preſent Edict, as of every good 
© and folid Adminiſtration, is to eſtabliſh 
ſuch a Proportion betwixt the Receipt 


$ and the Expence of the State, that the 


© one 
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c other, * that this Equality may at 
the ſame Time enable us to ſatisfy 
© both the . and the Wants 
© of the Crown. 

© Tt is in Reference to theſe Views 
© that we endeayour without Relaxation 


© todiminiſh or retrench ſucceſſively the | 


Weight of thoſe extraordinary Taxes 
© under which our People at preſent 
© labour, and to improve more and more 
© the Diſpoſition and Method of our 
Finances, in Order to give Life and 
© Vigour to Trade, by freeing it from 
© every Obſtacle, and honouring it with 
* a ſingular Protection, from whence we 
hope to enjoy the Satisfaction of ſeeing 
© our Kingdom in a flouriſhing Condi- 
tion, and our Subjects happy. 


For theſe Cauſes, G. 


Article I. 

The pay ment of the Tenths eftabliſh- 
ed by 25 Declaration of the 14th of 
Ofober 1710, ſhall ceaſe on the iſt of 
January 1718, with Reſpect to the 

evenue of Landy and other real Eftates 
mention'd in that Declaration. But the 
Tenths that are with-held for _ 
Lands that are paid by his Majeſty, ſhall 


continue in the ſame Manner till the 
State 


the Dale o OALEANs. 


State of the Revenue will permit 
to be alſo diſcharged. And all that is 
and ſhall become due of this Tax to the 
brit of Fanuar, hall be paid in Money 
and not otherwiſe. 

H. The Council ſhall mike an Eſti- 
mate of the publick Expence for the 
Service of the Year 1718, and ſo on 
ſucceſſively from Year to Year, on the 
Foot of thoſe Retrenchments already 
reſolv d upon. 

III. The Declaration of the thirtieth 
of January laſt, concerning the Reduc- 
tion of — and other uſual Gratifi- 
cations, ſhall be punctually executed, 
and there ſhall be kept back one fifth 
inſtead of one tenth upon all Penſions, 
not excepting thoſe that are paid to the 
Princes and Princeſſes of the Blood, as 
well for what is already due as for that 
which ſhall become due for the future. 
Such Penſions however as are of and 
under ſix hundred Livres, ſhall not be 
ſubject to this Diminution; neither ſuch 
as do not exceed one thouſand Livres 
granted to any Officer of the Army, nor 
ſuch as are annex'd to Offices or Employ- 
ments, or that are conferr'd inſtead of 
Wages or Salaries, upon all which there 
ſhall only be deducted one Tenth, a 
the — Manner. 


1 


IV. All 


rmit them 4. 7. 
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IV. All particular Privileges and Ex- 
emptions from the Salt-Duties, under 
what Denomination foever, are hereby 


ſuppreſſed. But if any Money has been 


paid for the Enjoyment of ſuch Immu- 
nities, the ſame ſhall be accounted. for, 
and the Hoſpitals ſhall be reimburg'd 
with ready Money. | 


V. The fame Suppreſſion ſhall take 


Place under the fame Conditions, with 


Reſpect to all Privileges and Exemptions | 


from the Duty of Aids, and of Importa- 
tion and Exportation which may now 
be enjoy'd by any. Body Corporate, 
Companies, Communities, or particular 
Perſons, without Prejudice howeyer to 
the Execution of the Ordinances oF 1680 
and 1681, concerning the Duties of Aids, 


from which are excepted all Eccleſiaſticks, 


Nobles, Superior Courts, &c. 


VI. The Maintenance of the publick 


| Lanthorns, and the cleanſing of the 


Streets of our City of Parzs, ſhall no 
longer be at the King's Expence, but 
ſhall be done by the Proprietors of Hou- 
les according to the eſtabliſn'd Rolls, in 
the ſame Manner as was practis d before 
thoſe Exemptions were purchaſed. 

VII. The Profit ariſing from the Re- 
duction, Extinction, or Reimburſement 
of Annuities, aſſign'd either upon the 


Poll-Tax, the Farm of the Regiſtry of 


Notarial 
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R be paid into the Royal Treaſury. 
ler VIII. All the Officers of our Revenue, 
by Treaſurers, Receivers, Farmers, Sub- 
en Farmers, their Caſhiers and Clerks, ſhall 
u- be oblig'd to ſend Copies of their regiſ- 
or, tring Journals, on the firſt Day of every 
gd Month, to the Council of Finances. 
IX. The Council of Finances ſhall 
ke proceed to the Examination and Verifi- 
th cation of all ſuch Parts of the Revenue as 
Ins fall under their Cogniſance, and in Pro- 
ta- portion as the Accounts are ſettled, they 
ow ſhall be marked by his Majeſty, and 
te, W kept together, in Order to ſerve as Pre- 
lar cedents for ſetling the Accounts of ſuc- 
to Wl ceeding Years. ppt 
80 X. All diſcharged Officers, or ſuch as 
ids, W were Proprietors of Offices and Duties 
ks, W fuppreſſed, the Reimburſement of which 
hath not been yet provided for, ſhall be 
ick WW oblig'd to proceed without any Delay to 
the the clearing of their Accounts, that the 
no W Payment of their Intereſt may afterwards 
but W be ſecured to them, from the Day they 
ou- WW ceaſed to enjoy Wages, c. till we ſhall 
in be in a Condition to reimburſe them their 
fore WM Capitals. 
XI. Annuites for Life ſhall be created 
Re- at ſixteen per Cent. to be purchaſed with 
ent Government Bills. Trading Companies 
the W ſhall be eſtabliſh'd, whoſe Actions or 
y of 1 Eee 2 Stock 


Notarial Acts, and other Farms, ſhall 2 
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4. 1747. Stock fhall be at purchaſeable with the 
fame Bills. A Ie ſhall likewiſe 
be ſet on Foot, the Tickets to be at 
twenty five Livres, and the Lots to be 
paid in Money, remitting the ſame Sum 
in Government-Bills, for which there 
ſhall be conſtituted more Annuities for 
Life, at twenty five per Cent. the whole 
in Corformity to the Edicts and Decla- 
rations that ſhall be iffu'd to that Pur- 
poſe. And all the Government-Bills 
which ſhall be recover'd by thefe Means, 
or by the Payment of the Taxations of 
the Chamber of Juſtice, ſhall be burned 
at the Town-Houſe in Proportion as 
they are brought in. 
XII. Procecding ſhall alſo be had, in 
Order to the Alienation of ſome ſmall 
Parts of the King's Demeſns, and certain 
Parcels of Wood-Lands at a Diſtance 
from his principal Foreſts, to be 3 


enge. 


8902 


- - $=R= Ag. 2 3 


ſed in Government-Bills, and adjudged g1 
to the higheſt Bidder ; provided never- I; 
theleſs that they ſhall not be ſold under 
thirty Years Purchaſe of their preſent P1 
Revenue. m 
XIII. And foraſmuch as the 5 tl 
. tors of the ſaid Bills may eaſily diſpoſe F 
A of them in ſome of the Ways above- of 
mention'd, there ſhall no Intereſt be paid fa 
upon ſich as remain undiſpos'd of after 1 


the firſt of January 1718. | 
urn XIV. The 


the Dake of Orttans. 
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XIV. The Orders and Notes figned by 4. 1717. 
Ges GN 


the General Receivers of the Finances, 
and audited in Conſequence of the Decla- 
ration of the twenty- fourth of March 
1716, ſhall be tranſmuted during the 
Month of September into Notes for the 
ſame Value of the common Cafh of the 
general Receipts. Krach 
XV. The faid Notes of the common 
Cafh of the general Receipts may be em- 
foy'd by the Proprietors in any of the 


ment Bills. 


XVI. After the Exchange of the faid 


Notes into others of the common Caſh of 
the general Receipts, the Intereſt ſhall 
be paid every fix Months at the Rate of 
Four per Cent. but the Proprietors ſhall 
be accounted with for what was due to 
them before the firſt of July laſt at the 
Rate of Seven and an half per Cent. a- 
greeable to the Declaration of October 
171 

II. The Council of Finances ſhall 
proceed without any delay to the Exa- 
mination of proper Means for digeſting 
thoſe Duties that compoſe the King's 
Farms, and for diminiſhing the Expence 
of Collecting them, in order that the 
ſame may be ſettled by his Majeſty in 
ſuch a Manner as ſhall be moft for the 
Adyantage of the faid Farms, W 

| WI 


ays already ſpecified for the Govern- 
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4s. 1717. with the Proſperity of his Majeſty's 
& Y'Y Subj n 


XVIII. From the Day of enregiſtring 
this Edict no Paſſport ſhall be granted 
under any Pretext, nor to any Perſons 
whatſoever, with Exception only to the 
Miniſters of Foreign Princes inveſted with 
a Publick Character, or to ſuch Mini- 
ſters as his Majeſty ſhall ſend to Foreign 
Courts; and in caſe any other ſhall be 
granted, his Majeſty prohibits his Far- 
mers to pay any. Regard or Deference 
thereto, upon Pain of anſwering for the 
ſame both in their publick and private 
Capacities. 


The Declaration already mention'd of 
the ninth of September, by way of In- 
terpretation of the foregoing Edict, up- 
on the moſt humble Remonſtrances of the 
Court of Parliament of Paris, contained 
in Subſtance, : 


That the moſt proper Means ſhould 
be conſulted upon in his Majeſty's 
Council for raiſing the neceſſary Funds 
© for the maintainance of the publick 


© Lanthorns and cleanſing the Streets of 


the City of Paris, and that the Exc- 
« cution of the ſixth Article of the Edict 
| © ſhall be ſuperſeded for the preſent. 

That Intereſt ſhall continue to * paid 


© upon 


32 2. Ä 


| the Duke of OA EAN s. 


© npon the Government-Bills after the 4 1717s 


« firſt of January next at the Rate of 
four per Cent. till other Proviſion ſhall 
be made. That the Proprietors of Or- 
ders or Notes ſigned by the General 
© Receivers of the Finances, who think 
fit to exchange them for Notes of the 
Common Caſh of the General Re- 
© ceipts, ſhall be permitted ſo to do con- 
© formably to the XIV, XV, and XVI 
© Articles of the Edict, and to employ 
them in the ſame Manner as the Pro- 
« prietors of the Government-Bills; but 
© thoſe who chuſe to keep them rather 
© than make that Exchange ſhall be al- 
© lowed an Intereſt of four per Cent. to 
© commence from the firſt of July laſt. 


© Regiſftred in the Parliament at 
© Paris on the ſeventeenth of 
. W 1 


About the ſame Time with the fore- 
going Tranſaction, the Duke Regent 
was engaged in Meaſures for determi- 
ning the Diſputes that were agitated a- 
mongſt the Clergy, in Relation to the 
Conſtitution IUnigenitus, concerning which 
his Royal Higneſs had ſent the following 
Circular Letter to all the Biſhops of the 
Kingdom. 

« My: 
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*MW LORD, 


ITNCE the Letter which was 
wrote to you by my Order from 
one of the Secretarics of State I have 
not loſt ſight of the important Affair 
aof the Conſtitution, and I have conſi- 
der d of all poſſible Means to terminate 
the Diſpute by gentle and perſuaſive 
Methods. Having Reaſon to hope that 
the Pope will concur with me in the 
s fame Endeavours, I have thought pro- 
per that my Couſin the Duke de a 
« * Fenillade ſhould {et out in the begin- 
ning of the next Month at furtheſt, 

. — the Quality of Embaſſador to his 
< Holineſs, to whom he carries Propoſi- 
tions that in all Appearance will eſtab- 
© liſh a ſolid and 1 Peace. The 
« Eſteem [I have for you has engaged me 
© to make you acquainted with this, and 


© Peace, both from your Love to the 
Church and Zeal for the Proſperity of 


the State, I exhort and entreat you to 


© hinder as much as ble, in the Ex- 


© tent of your Dioceſe, every thing that 


may have a Tendency to interrupt or 


retard the Effect of my good Inten- 
© tions; 


B tH On PHD 


\a and? A LIKE IH EM | CN a 
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« tlons } and T. ght et bit You will e. 
© apply yoyr ſelf accordingly with Zeal 4 
CORSA... i... 

* But to the end that you on the other 
Hand may not be too much harraſs'd 
© and overwhelm'd with the Affairs of 
your Dioceſs, and that your Clergy of 
« the , ſecond Order may demean them- 
© ſelves with that Duty and Subordina- 
tion which they owe to your Character, 
I I ſhall take Care to iſſue the neceſſary 
Orders that nothing ſhall be GapſaQtl 
2 9119 * } cal] 

in the Parliaments which may. wound 
* the Honour and Dignity of Epiſcopacy, 
but chat on the contrary you ſhall re- 
* ceive from thoſe Courts all the,Succour 
and Protection which you, have a Right 
to expect from them. Furthermore, 
if there be any Perſon in your Dioceſs 
* who ſhall attempt to break in upon the 
© publick Peace, and 55 hünſelf 
© againſt your Authority, by appealing 
* without Neceſſity to a future Council, or 
* that ſhall otherwiſe go about to impede 
and tra verſe thoſeMeaſures which Ihave 
© employ'd to obtain a Peace, you haye 
only in ſuch Cale to addreſs, your ſelf 
to me, who am xreſclv d ts, employ the 
Sovereign Authority with which I am . | 
entruſted,, to reſtrain and puniſh all | 
© ſuch Offenders. . | 


Fff 1 


A 117 
M aſure you that T am, 
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„T have nothing more to add, but to 


*MW LORD, 
© Your Affectionate Friend, 


«* PHILIP of Orleans 


The Peace of the Chutch would in all 


Probability have been re-eſtabliſh'd at 
this Time, had the Biſhops in any De- 
gree ſeconded the wiſe Meaſures that 
were taken by the Duke Regent: But 

their Ardour and [Zeal for a Spiritual 

War, ſcem'd to encreaſe in Proportion as 
his Royal Highneſs endeavour'd to ex- 
tinguiſh it. Twas in this Spirit that 
Cardinal B. / ſent alſo a Circular Letter 
to the Prelates of the Kingdom, in which 
he acquainted them with what had paſs d 
in the frequent Aſſemblies held upon the 
Subject of the Conſtitution in the Re- 
gent's Apartment; and gave them an 
Account in the ſecond Place, of a long 
Memorial which he had preſented to that 
Prince, in Order to prove the Appeal to 
4 future Council to be frivolous and de- 
luſive. He adds, that he had propos d 
three different Ways of — — 
air 


to 


ans. 


the Duke of Orxteans. 
Affair to the Glory of the Ho 
but that as he had not receiv'd a favour- 
ible Anſwer, and'that the Duke Regent 
having requir'd a Delay of three or four 
Months, therefore he, the Cardinal, and 
the Biſhops that held for the Conſtitution, 
were refoly'd at the Expiration of that 
Time, to proſecute in their reſpective 
Courts all ſuch as had appealed, and to 


E:communicate the Diſobedient. 


The Biſhops of Macon, Auxerre, 


| Laon, and ſome others, ſent this Letter, 


vhich' was ſign'd with Cardinal 2 


n Hand, to Cardinal de Noailles, who 


mmediately carried his Complaints to the 
Duke Regent, and an Aſſembly was 
ummon' d to meet upon it the ſame 
Day at the Palace Royal, in which 
the Cardinal de Noaz/les, the Chancellor 
France, and the Attorney General | 
rere preſent.  * 

Upon this Occaſion it was that Cardi- 
ul Bifſy's Letter was made public k, 
ith the following Poſtſcript which he 
lad added to it upon Account of the 
ur s Letter. 


F 
F * 1h £ * 1 


Since 


= * 4 
_— . ö 
4 „ 


Fatber; An. 1777. 
A 
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a: — An 
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| ans imine 7 I 8 of, the. 3 
| nal Bos © tex, Fhave teens] my Lord, with a 
1 by Seat deal 0 Surprize, that the Words 

© without Necaſſiy are inſerted in the 

latter Endof the Circular Letter which 

Thas been lent you from the Duke Re- 

gcat. 1. am to aſſute you that thoſe 

| © Words were not in the Minutes of the 

Letter which we and my Lord Chan- 

9 cellar; drew up in his Royal Highneſs's 

Ya Preſence, and which he erder' d. to be 

© copied; immediately, without making 

an, Alteration); That thaſe,; Words 

-Neceſity. are not inſexted in 

either of the Letters that were ſent 

from his Royal Highneſs to the Cardi- 

nal de Rohan and my ſelf, dated the 

© thirteenth-of this * 3 and that if 
© they had been propoſed to us, we 

© thould- have- withſtood - them with all 
* our; Power, I will add to this, my 
C Lord, that having temonſtrated, to the 
© Duke, Regent that this Addition de- 
ſtoy'd the whole Purport of his Letter, 
in as much as all — who thought fit 
* to appeal would ſuppoſe chen dre 
under a. Neceſſity ſo to do, his Royal 
* Highneſs has authotiz d me to acquaint 
my Lords. the Biſhops, that the Words 
without Neceſſity were inſerted in the 

c Circular 


* G A „* 
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C. 'Glreulat Letter - contrary to his Inteh- av: 1777. 
tion 3 that, He would puniſ vtt y: 
8 Keyeseiy all ſueh Appellants as yo 
* ſhould inform. him of, and that you f 
* might make this khowh to tlie Clergy 
* of your Dioceſd, ee ee, 
"_ Dr in the Caſen 
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to the Biſhops of ! France, which took / 
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Jving Son 8 mite enen A ſecond 
Ive. by ſome Letters ſent ea 

< me from certain Biſhops, the ill Uſe from the 
that has been made of my: Letter of the — 

< eightecnth of the ſaſt Month, by giving 

it an Interpretation contrary to © rhe real 
I 2 | 


* Intentions which have 
not been GG wal ae wt cr by 
: W 1 | 


.* 


© In 
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be travers'd by the Proceedings of cer- 


© acquaint you with the powerful Mea- 


i ſmalleſt Obſtacle to it, as you might 
hae | underſtood by the — 
was wrote to you on the ſourteenth of 
| Jay aft, by the Cardinal de Rohan, 


e to make ſuch Propoſitions to his Holi- 
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In my Letter of the 18th of the laſt 

: M onth, I acquainted you that my 
bo Coufin, the Duke de la Feuillade, 
* was by my Appointment to ſet out im- 

© mediitoly , In Quality of Embaſſador to 
© our Holy Father the Pope, inſtructed 


© neſs, as were very proper to reſtore a 
< folid Peace to the Church. The Ap- 
prehenſions I was under that the Suc- 
ceſs of ſo important a Negociation might 


< tain Biſhops, as well as by Appeals 
vrhich private Men might wi baut 
Neceſity make to à future Council, 
inducid me to take the Precaution to 


© ſures T had enter d into in Order to 
© bring about ſo neceſſary a Peace, being 
fully perſuaded that your Defire to ſee 
© Tranquility reſtor'd amongſt the Clergy 
of the Kingdom, would make you ſuſ- 

* pend every. thing that might prove the 


© which added to my on might have 
amply inſtructed you in my Intentions, 

< which have no other Tendency than to 
* fecure the Succeſs af thoſe Meaſures 
F chat T have thou ght my ſelf oblig'd 
| ta 


< 


c 


A... ar” ar Nc Op 
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. 
o 


the, Duke of Ostens. 


'< x90 employ for the Re-cſtabliſhment, of U 


Peace in the Gallican Church. 
© It was with this View, that — 


jealous leſt certain Clergy of your Di- 


oceſs might without Neceſſity make 
their Appeal to a future Council, du- 
ring the Courſe of our N egotiations, and 
in order to render them aborti ve, that I 
took Care to aſſure you of my Deſign | 
to ſuppreſs all ſuch Appellants. 

© It is true indeed, that the Words 
without Neceſſity, with reſpect to Ap- 
peals to a future Council, were not in- 
ſerted in the firſt, Draught of the Let- 
ter that was minuted in my Preſence ; 
but they were afterwards added to it by 


my Order, upon ſerious Deliberation, 


and not contrary to my Intentions, as 
you haye been giyen to underſtand, and 


as it is affirm'd in a printed Mandate. 


What I would have had you compre- 


hend by theſe Terms was, that with- 
out = any Violence to the political 
Maxims of the Kingdom, I would em- 
ploy all the Authority with which Iam - 
entruſted to repreſs the Raſhneſs of 
thoſe unquiet and turbulent Spirits, 
whoſe only Aim it is to ſpirit up the 
ſecond Order of the Clerg again their 
Superiors, and to rate oh thoſe I 

© lures 
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Ai.“ ſures which all pacifick Minds earneſtly 


SE 
SY 


"YN © defire to fee attended with Succeſs. 


Tou are now fully acquainted with 


my Intentions, and T am perſuaded you 


vill give no Credit to what other Per- 
+ ſons have, or may write to you for the 
future; I aſſure my ſelf that you will 
<. concur with me in every thing that 
© may contnbute to the Peace of the 
Church, which'ought to be equally the 
Object of your Withes as well as mine, 


and that preferring your Prayers to God | 


for his Bleſſing upon our Meaſures, you 
< will not publiſh any Mandate, or make 
any Step that may have the leaſt ten- 
* dency to obſtruct fo defirable an End. 


© Furthermore, if you ſtill retain 


any Doubt, or if any Difficulty ſhall 
© hereafter ariſe, be pleaſed to addreſs 
© your ſelf to me only in order to be in- 
'< form'd of my Intentions, which tend to 
nothing elſe than the Good of the 


Church and the Honour of Epiſcopacy. 


I am perſuaded that the ſeveral Parlia- 


ments will entertain the fame Views, 


© and ſo long as yon ſhall conform your 
ſelf to the Maxims and Rifſes of the 
Kingdom, as I believe you always will, 


you may depend upon all that Support 
and Protection which you have a Right 


© to 
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to expect from them, conformably to 4#. 1419! 
© my Letter of the eighteenth of Fuly SWW 
© laſh Tam, | 


* Wy LORD, 
* Tour muſt affetionate Friend, 


* Paitie of OnLEANs. 


Whilſt theſe Affairs were tranſacting, 
ſeveral Proteſtants were taken up at 
Meaux for afſembling in Religious Wor- 
ſhip. They were brought to Paris and 
four of them condemn'd to be hang'd ; 
in but thro' the merciful Diſpoſition of his 
all Royal Highneſs, they had a Re-hearing 
fs before Monſieur Nicolai, Counſellor in 
in- the Parliament of Paris, who reported 
to their Caſe in ſo favourable a manner, that 
he their Execution was ſuſpended; the Pro- 
77 ceedings had againſt them at Meauæ were 
a- cenſur'd as illegal, and the further Con- 


vs, ſideration of the Affair was referred to the 
ur Lieutenant Criminal, by Order of the 
he Parliament. | 

ill, In the mean time thoſe of the reſorm- 


ort ed Religion had a Subject of Triumph in 
ht the Diſmiſſion of Monſieur Baville from 


to his Intendancy of Languedoc, upon the 
Mees ſcore 
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an, 1717. ſcore of his great Age. (1.) This Ma- 
VV gittrate had exerciſed wonderful Severity 


Begin» 
ning of 
the War 
, In al. 


againſt the Proteſtants during the Courſe 
of a long Adminiſtration ; but he had 
now the, Mortification to leave great 
Numbers. of them ſtill alive in the Pro- 
vince, whom he had endeayour'd to ex- 
terminate by all the Methods that could 
be praQtis'd by a cruel Zealot inveſted 
with great Power and Authority. 
About this Time broke out the De- 
ſign which Spain had form'd againſt the 


Hand of Sardinia. The thing had been 
long propos'd to the King of Spain by, 


the Abbot Alberoni, whom we have 
fince ſeen the famous Cardinal - of that 
Name : But his Catholick Majeſty had 
hitherto rejected it with great Conſtancy, 
and had even ſent a Squadron of twelve 
Men of War to the Aſſiſtance of the Em- 
peror againſt the Turk. What deter- 
min'd him to it now, was the Advice he 
receiv'd from the Miniſters of France 
and England, that the Duke of Savoy 


was in Treaty with the Emperor, in or- 
der to give him up the Kingdom of Szcz/y, 


which his Catholick Majeſty had relin- 
quiſh'd 


— 


(r.) This is the ſame Baville whom Col. Cavallier 
mentions ſo largely in his Hiſtory of the Wars of che 
Cevennes. 4 
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quiſh'd to the Duke of Savoy himſelf by 4n. 1717: 
the Treaty of Utrecht, which would for- 
ever deprive Spain of the Pretenſions ſhe 
had reſery'd upon that Kingdom. All 
things were now prepar'd for War, and 
the Catholick King conſented fully to 
the Execution of the Cardinal Miniſter's 
Scheme, which was to ſeize upon Sardi- 
nia, where he was ſure of being aſſiſted 
by the Inhabitants of the Iſland, and 
afterwards to make a Deſcent in the 
| Kingdom of Naples upon the Coaſt of 
Calabria, whilſt the Troops of Savoy 
and Sicily ſhould attack. that Kingdom 
on a . contrary Side; after which his 
Kilian Majeſty was to be aſſiſted to 
take the Milaneſe, a good Part of which 
was to be relinquiſh'd to him by way of 
Indemnification for the Charges of the 
War. Upon this Plan the Saniſb Fleet 
put to Sea with eight thouſand Soldiers 
on Board, and came to an Anchor on 
the twenty ſecond of Auguſt in the 
Road of Cagliari. 

The foreign Miniſters at the Court of 
Hain did not fail to ask the Cauſe of 
this Expedition, which oblig'd Cardinal 
Aberoni to publiſh the following Mani- 
feſto, drawn up by himſelf, but ſet forth 
in Form of a Letter from the Marquiſs 
Grimaldo, Secretary of State, to the 


Ggg 2 Sanſſi 
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Au. 1717. $þanzſh Miniſters in foreign Courts, and 
dated the ninth of Auguſt. 


Letter © 
concern- 
ing the 
Expediti- 
on againſt 
Sardiniato 
the Spaniſh 
Embaſſa- 
dor at the , 
French 
Court. 


A 


* 
c 
c 
c 
c 
0 
c 
c 
c 
c 
0 
0 
c 
c 
0 
0 
0 
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„ LORD, 


OUR Excellency was undoubt- 
edly ſurpriz'd with the firſt 
News that the Arms of the King our 
Maſter were about to be employ'd in 
the Conqueſt of Sardinia, at a Time 
when all the World was perſuaded, and 
Chriſtendom in particular flatter'd it 
ſelf, that they were deſign'd to re- in- 
force the Naval Army of the Chriſtians 
then in Action againſt the Turks, in 
Conſequence of thoſe Offers which his 
Majeſty, animated by Sentiments of 
Religion and Piety, had made to the 
Pope. Iwill confeſs to you, my Lord, 
I my ſelf did not expect that this En- 
terprize would have been ſo ſoon re- 
ſolv'd upon. The Employment which 
I have the Honour to execute giving 
me frequent Opportunities of approach- 
ing his Majeſty's Perſon, I ought to be 
better acquainted than many others 
with the Extent of his Juſtice, his 
Uprightneſs, his religious Obſeryance 
of Promiſes, his Courage under the 
moſt implacable Adverſities, Qualifi- 
cations which render him ſo er 
0 
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and to be the Succeſſor of thoſe Princes, 4 1777. 
« who by their Piety have deſery'd a VV 


© Rank amongſt the Number of Saints, 
« with the particular Title of Catholic 
© Kings. 

In Reality, who is there that would 
bt= © not be at firſt aſtoniſh'd, that a Prince 
irſt © ſo renowned for his Virtues, and uni- 
dur verſally acknowledged to de uncapable 
in © of ever facrificing his Juſtice to his 
me Glory, ſhould be the firſt to commence 
ind Foſtilities againſt the Arch-Duke, en- 
lit WM © gag'd in open War with the 7urkiſh - 
in- « Sultan, and at a Time when the Ter- 
INS # ritories of the Church ſeem expos'd to 

in © his Invaſions ? But a little Reflection 
his © upon his Majeſty's Conduct, will ſoon 
of make it evident that this Deſign was 
the © not formed without a very important 
rd, Motive, which render'd the Underta- 
n- king abſolutely neceſſary. 
re- After having obſerv'd a profound 
ich Silence on this Head, his Majeſty hath 
ng at laſt condeſcended to MPT 4 me ac- 
he © quainted with the Cauſes and Motives 
be © of his Reſolution, commanding me at 
ers © the ſame Time to acquaint your Ex- 
his © cellency with them, which I am now 
ICC © about todo in as few Words as the Im- 
* portance of the Subject will permit. 
nos 
Thoſe 


414 
A. 717. 
a < laſt Peace being of Opinion, that in 


em 
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© 'Thoſe who projected the Plan of the 


Order to procure it there was a Ne- 
ceſſity for his Majeſty to give up a 
Part of his Dominions, he very wil- 
lingly conſented to make this Sacrifice 
in Order to re-eſtabliſh the publick 
Tranquility. His Majeſty enter'd with 
his uſual Greatneſs of Mind into the 


Meaſures they had projected, flattering 


himſelf that the Treaties he ſhould 
conclude would at leaft be faithfully 
executed, and that his People, whole 
Misfortunes were more grievous to him 
than any Diſgrace that might befall 
himſelf, would enjoy the Repoſe and 
Glory that was due to their Virtue, 

< But after having given up the King- 
dom of Sicily, even at that Price to 
purchaſe a Peace for $pazn by the Eva- 
cuation of Catalonia and Majorca, his 
Majeſty ſoon perceiv'd that thoſe Pow- 
ers he had treated with were not 10 
careful as himſelt to comply with their 
Engagements. Thoſe that were to 
evacuate Catalonia conceal'd their Or- 
ders for a long time, and it was not 
owing to their Superiors that they at 


© laſt produc'd them, but to their own 


c 


Allies, who obliged them to feign at 


© leaſt that they were willing to execute 


the Treaties they had concluded. This 


gave 
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gave the King our Maſter room to de- 4»: 1717. 


« mand that thoſe Places ſhould be put 
into his Hands which were to be yield- 
ed to him, by the Treaty already 2 
tion d. N othing could be more eaſy 
than for the Arch-Duke's Officers to 
conſign them to thoſe of his Majeſty, 
according to the Form in uſe amongſt 
Sovereign Powers when they have pro- 
* mis'd to give up any Place, making 
< uſe of the ſame Terms by which it had 
© been ſtipulated in the Treaty that the 
© Places of Catalonia ſhould be yielded 
© up to his Majeſty. 
© unfaithful to their Word, and violating 
that Faith which ought to be ſacred 
© betwixt Enemies, contented themſelves 
, * barely to withdraw their Troops, and 
gave the Catalans Hopes that they 
© would ſoon return with greater Forces; 


© fomenting as much as poſlible the Dil 
of the Seditious, and encoura- 


© loyalty 
© ging them to an obſtinate Reſiſtance. 
© 'That this Reſiſtance might laſt the 
© longer, and be the more diſhonourable 
© to the Arms of the King our Maſter, 
© the Arch-Duke's Generals took care to 
© ſwell the Courage of the Rebels by 
giving them all poſſible Means to pro- 
© long their Defence. They permitted 
© their Cavalry, before they embark'd, 
© to fell their Horſes to the moſt muti- 


© nous, 


But thoſe Officers, | 
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4. 1717.4 nous, and they even gave them up the 
WYV © Fort of Aſtalrico, which the King had 


C 


he 
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condeſcended to leave in the Hands of 
the Germans, as a laſt Retreat where 
they might remain in Safety till their 
Embarkation. This Infraction of Trea- 
ties, this Inſult done to the Publick 
Faith, was the Cauſe of freſh Misfor- 
tunes to Spain by plunging it into the 
Neceſſity of making ſtill greater and 
immenſe Expences, at a Time when it 
was extreamly drain'd by thoſe of for- 
mer Campaigns : and theſe Expences 
would have been leſs burthenſom and 
more honourable had they been made 
for the Continuation of the War. 
© 'The Paſſion with which his Majeſty 
deſired to re-eſtabliſh the publick Tran- 
quility, made him diſſemble the Know- 
ledge of this Outrage, as well as of the 
continual Supplies ſent to the Rebels from 
the Kingdom of Naples, which ſerv'd to 
confirm and ſupport them in their Un- 
dertaking. His Majeſty was willing, if 
I may uſe the Expreſſion, once more to 
purchaſe his Peoples Repoſebyrecovering 
his own Dominions Inch by Inch: but 
he obſerved an inviolable Peace towards 
thoſe who made War upon him under 
the Enſigns of his rebellious Subjects. 
It would have been eaſier for him to 
have fought the Arch-Duke's Troops 
| in 


is ul dn 


© in that Prince's own Dominions, had 4. 1717. 


©he been willing to have carried the 
© War thither which he had ſo much 
© Reaſon to declare againſt him. 

© 'The other Conditions of the Treaty 
© were not more religiouſly executed. It 
© 18 true indeed, the Arch-Duke's Gene- 
© rals did produce Orders addreſſed to 
© thoſe who commanded for that Prince 
in Majorca, to deliver up the Iſland to 
© his Majeſty's Officers. But the Impe- 
« rialiſts poſtpon'd the Execution of thoſe 
© Orders from time to time, and the beſt 
Proof that they did not diſobey the 
© Will of their Superiors is, that they 
© ſoon after receivd a Reinforcement of 
© German Troops. In this manner was 
Spain under the Neceſſity of making 
( freſh Armaments by Land and Sea, and 
« ſaw her ſelf obliged to conquer Major- 
© ca, which ought to have been yielded 
© to her by Virtue of the Treaty. 

But the Imperialiſts did not confine 


L © themſelves even to theſe notorious and 


© ſcandalous Breaches of Faith. The 
© Miniſtry of Vienna went ſo far as to 
© ayow them by ſeyeral publick Decla- 
© rations, as well as by Rewards to the 
© moſt Seditious, diſtinguiſhing with ex- 
* traordinary Benefits ſuch of the Rebels 
© as had been moſt eminent for the great- 


' eſt Crimes, by that means declaring 
Hhh © them= 
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an 1717. themſelves Authors of all the Exceſſes 
WV Y< which thoſe wicked Men had been 

« guilty of. | 

© Thus, My Lord, I have gone thro 
< a part of thoſe juſt Motives which 
© prompted the King our Maſter to re- 
© new Hoſtilities, when the War which 

© the Arch-Duke declared againſt the 
Sultan of the Turks in the following 
© Year, preſented his Majeſty with ſo 
© fair an Occaſion of recovering his Do- 
© minions by way of lawful Repriſal. 
But the King was ſo far from laying 
hold upon this Conjuncture, that en- 
« gaging himſelf not to trouble the Re- 
© pole of Italy, he made a further Sacri- 
© fice of his own Intereſt, and contribu- 
© ted by way of Diverſion to the Con- 
* queſts of his Antagoniſt. His Majeſty 
« reinforced the Venetian Fleet with a 
© powerful Squadron, whoſe Efforts very 
© much weaken'd the Arch-Duke's Ca- 
< pital Enemy. 
The King was of Opinion that ſo 
© honourable a Proceeding would engage 
© the Arch-Duke, if not to make a Peace 
© with him, at leaſt to keep ſuch Mea- 
ſures as the Generals of two Armies 
© ready to give Battle obſerve towards 
© one another. But that Prince did not 
_ © think fit to ſubmit himſelf to the com- 


© mon Rules of Decency. Germany, 
| l Italy 


E 
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the Duke of OL EAN s. 


« [taly, and the Low Countries, have Au. 1717. 
lately been Witneſſes of Declarations * 


injurious both to the Crown and the 


« Perſon of the King. The Court of 


Jienna has fo far forgot it ſelf, as to 


© arreſt the Grand Inquiſitor of Spain, 
« paſſing by Milan with the Pope's Paſ- 
© port, which his Holineſs granted him 
© with the expreſs Conſent of Cardinal 


Y © Schrotembach, who takes Care of the 


© Arch-Duke's Affairs at the Court of 
© Rome. 

© 'This laſt Blow has open'd the for- 
© mer Wounds, and oblig'd the King our 
© Maſter to reflect in the moſt ſerious 
© Manner, upon the Obligations which 


© every Sovereign lies under to reſent 


© Injuries done to his Crown, the Neg- 
© IeQ of which abaſes the Royal Dignity, 
© by making thoſe Princes who ſuffer 
© ſuch Abuſes with Indolence, to be con- 
© fider'd as Maſters incapable of defend- 
© ing the Honour and Property of their 
Subjects. 

* His Majeſty has reflected moreover, 
that the Intention of the Court of Yzer- 
ya in theſe ſeveral Breaches of Faith, 
has been to alienate the Minds of a 
© People always jealous of the Point of 
© Honour, by making them believe their 
© Glory was wounded by the Outrages 


and Aﬀronts that have been offer'd 
| Hhh 2 


© with 


4.20 
an. 1717. 
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with Impunity to their Chief and Sove- 
reign. | 

© Conſiderations of ſo great a Weight, 
have ſuſpended for ſome Time the 
Effects of his Majeſty's Zeal and Reli- 
gion, by obliging him to employ his 
Forces to make juſt Repriſals for the 
Outrages which he has receiv'd on the 
Part of the Arch-Duke, before he ſends 
them a ſecond Time to ſuccour the 
Allies of that Prince. 

© Your Excellency will already have 
imagin'd from your conſummate Pru- 
dence, that nothing leſs than ſo im- 


portant a Motive could retard the Suc- 


cours with which the King will conti- 
nue to aſſiſt the Cauſe of Religion, for 
which he is always full of the ſame 
Zeal that he gave ſuch eminent Proof 
of in his Accommodation with the 
Court of Rome. The King is himſelf 
extremely afflicted ; and I can aſſure 
you, that 'tis with Grief I obſerve that 
ſo juſt an Enterprize muſt for ſome 
Time retard that Aid which the Pope 
would wiſh to ſee join'd to the Chri/- 
tian Army. The Accompliſhment of 
his Holineſs's Wiſhes would not have 


© been poſtpon'd, had the Miniſters of 


10 


great a Prince as the Arch-Duke 


* known better how to manage the true 
* Intereſts of their Maſter, without ex- 


+ poling 
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e- © poſing his Perſon and his Affairs to 4. 1719. 
© thoſe Reflections and Inconveniencies WY 

it, * which are the unavoidable Conſequen- 
he ces of Breach of Faith. | 
li- I pray to God, my Lord, that he 
Us will hear the Vows I make for your 
he * Excellency's Preſervation. 
ae 
ds Jan, Xe, 
1 : | 

© The Marquiſs de Grimaldo, 
ye | 
- 
n- So ſoon as the Prince de Cellamare, 
- the Spaniſb Embaſſador at the Court of 
i- France, had receiv'd the foregoing Let- 
or ter, he immediately compos'd the fol- 
ne lowing Memorial, which his Excellenc 
of preſented to the Mareſchal d Huxelles. 
ne | 5 
lf 
re A LORD, 
at 
ne c H E confus'd and ſurpriſing Re- 
De : ports which have preyail'd for 
/- WM © ſome time in this and the other Courts 
of Wl © of Europe, that the King my Maſter 
ye deſign'd the Forces aſſembled at Barce- 


ilona for ſome ſecret Enterprize, added 
© to the continual Remonſtrances and ex- 
© traordinary Motions, which the Ger- 
* © man Miniſters and their Creatures, gave 
s © them» 
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As. 1717+ < themſelyes upon the firſt News of ſuch 
. an Enterprize, both at London and Pa- 
© rjs, have hitherto kept me in that 
© State of Inquietude which your Ex- 
© cellency will without difficulty figure 
© to your ſelf from the Knowledge you 
© have of my Zeal for the Glory of the 
© King my Maſter, and my Attention to 
every thing that concerns his Majeſty's 
0 
« 
Cc 
« 
0 
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Service: But my Agitation was imme- 
diately calm'd upon receiving a Letter 
from the Marquiſs Grimaldo, of which 
a Copy is annex'd to this Memorial 
which I have now the Honour to ſend 
to your Excellency. 
In that Letter I had the Satisfac- 
tion to ſee the Reaſons that have de- 
termin'd the King my Maſter to un- 
dertake the Recovery of Sardinia with 
open Force, expoſed in ſuch a manner 
as will convince all the World of the 
Juſtice of that Expedition. My own 
Views, confined as they are, were ſuf- 
ficient to comprehend at firſt ſight the 
Solidity of thoſe Reaſons, which con- 

ſiſt in the Infractions made by the 
Court of Vienna to folemn Treaties 
concluded for the Evacuation of Cata- 
lonia and Majorca, and in the Breach 
of thoſe Conditions that were ſtipula- 
ted for the Truce in Italy. It is im- 
© poſlible 
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© poſſible that ſuch Breaches of Faith An 1717. 
A 


© ſhould ever be forgotten. 
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I ſend then to your Highneſs a Co- 
© py of the Marquiſs de Grimaldo's Let- 
ter, that you may be fully and per- 
fectly con vinc'd of the Juſtice of his 
Catholick Majeſty's Arms, and that 
you may communicate its Contents 
to the Regency. I can add nothing to 


the Subſtance of that Letter except 


one Reflection, which 1s, that the King 
my Maſter has been hitherto detain'd 
from attacking the Arch-Duke, in 
thoſe Countries which he has uſurp'd 
from him, by two Conſiderations e- 
qually wiſe and important. Before he 
would determine upon it, he has ſuf- 

fer'd things to come to the laſt Ex- 
tremity ; the Arch-Duke has violated 
all thoſe Rights that are ſacred be- 
tween Sovereign Princes, and has Per- 
ſonally affronted his Majeſty by arreſt- 
ing the Grand Inquiſitor of Spain 1 in a 


violent manner. 


© The King, my Maſter, whoſe Cou- 
rage and Greatneſs of Mindare worthy 
of his Birth and Throne, will always 
reſent ſuch Injuries as wound his Dig-. 
nity, with much greater Warmth than 
thoſe which are principally levell'd 
againſt his Intereſt. Of this I my ſelf 


can bear inconteſtable Evidence, — 
ſeen 
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An. 1717. © ſeen to what degree his generous Cou- 


c rage was urg'd at the Recital of thoſe 
Violences and odious Treatment, which 
© the Germans inflicted in the Priſons of 
© Milan, after the Loſs of Naples, upon 
the Marquiſs de Villena, Viceroy of 
© that Kingdom, and other General Of- 
© ficers who ſery'd under him, among 
< whom I had the ineſtimable Glory of 
falling under the particular ill Treat- 
ment of his Majeſty's Enemies. 
© The laſt Outrage offer'd by theArch- 
© Duke to the King my Maſter, at a 
© Time when he did not expect any freſh 
© Infult, has had the Effect of an addi- 
© tional Weight thrown into a Scale that 
© was already upon its Ballance. His 
© Catholick Majeſty would nevertheleſs 
© have facrific'd his Reſentment to thoſe 
© pious Maxims that regulate his Con- 
duct, and have made it a ſecond Vic- 
© tim to the Good of Chriſtendom, had 
© he not ſeen the Venetians and their 
© Allies Maſters of the Zevart, and if 
© upon the whole, he had not been fully 
© convinc'd that it was become abſolutely 
© neceflary to undertake ſome notable 
« Enterprize, in order to prevent freſh 
© Inſults, and confound the Pride of his 
© Enemies; who to glut their Hatred 
ghave fallen upon an Eccleſiaſtick, whoſe 
Age and Infirmities ought rather to 
"= © 
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have made him an Object of their Com- Au. 1719. 
i , Violating by their ill Treat 
ment of his Perſon, both the Law of 
Nations andethole Treaties upon the 
Faith of which he ought to have been 
© fafe from all Detention, more eſpecially 

* as it was with the poſitive Conſent of 
© the Arch-Duke's Miniſter at Rome, 
that he paſs'd thro' the Territory of 
« Milan with his Holineſs's Paſſport ; 
© by the Violation of which the Arch- 
© Duke has ſhewed but little Reſpect to 
the Head of that Church, againſt whoſe 

* Enemies it is at preſent ſo much his 


© Boaſt to combat. 


© I pray to God, my Lord, that he 
© will hear the Vows I make for your 
© Excellency's Preſervation, 


c Sign'd, 
© The Prince de CELLAMARE. 


This Manifeſto did not hinder the Pow- Negotia- 


ers engaged in the Triple Alliance from tions of 


. . France 
endeayouring to diſconcert the Meaſures 2 


of Hain. To this purpoſe the King of in order 
England enter'd intoa warmNegotiation, ende. 
and at the ſame time fitted out a ſtrong 


Squadron under the Command of Admi- 
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MEMOIRS: of 


ral Byng. The Abbot du Bois, whs 
had negotiated the Triple Alliance be- 
tween France, England and the United 
Provinces, was again diſpatch'd to Lyn 
don to form the Project of an Accommo- 
dation between the Emperor and the 
King of Spazn, and the Marquiſs de 
Nancre and Colonel Stanhope were ſent 
to Madrid by France and England, in 
order to get this Project accepted; but 
nothing could overcome the Conſtancy 
or the Obſtinacy of the Cardinal Mi- 
niſter ; inſomuch that maugre all Endea- 
vours, the War went on in Taly with 
great Animolity. 


About this time the Duke Regent 
was taken with fo violent a Humour in 
his left Eye that he was almoſt blind of 
it; yet this did not hinder his Royal 
Highneſs from applying with the ſame 
Aſſiduity to the Affairs of the Kingdom, 
and during his Illneſs the Council of 
Regency aſſembled at the Palace Royal. 


On the firſt of December the Parlia- 
ment condemn'd the Impreſſion of the 
Appeal made by Cardinal de Noazlles, 
for having been printed and publiſhed 

without 


ene . Eainbers — HY or 4. TT * 
3 Tho next Day: the g- | 
nqunced Sentenge -againft a moſt ate. 5 
ous: Wiiting publgſh'd an the Subject af * 
the Conſtitution, by whi FRET cog⸗ 


the demn'd it a he bufnt by tommony 
4% Hangraan, It ganeain'd. in ic fir Cor 
ent lum the famous Type af Cn, by - 


Which that Emperer impoſed 'Silengs 


in 
but on the wo Parties which then di- 
cy # vided the Churgh in Telgtign to the 


C Arian Hereſy ; in the ſecond was the F 
| King's Declaration of the ſeventh of Ob- 1 
ber of the ſame Year, which prohibited -» 7? 
all Perſons either to write or ſpeak for 
or againſt the Conſtitution ; and at the 
Botrom was tranſcribed the Judgment | 
that had been paſſed upon that Type by 95 
the Lateran Council, in which the Fa- 
thers declared that it did not conſiſt 


EE with the Rules of the Church, which ; 
of | only condemns to Siſence ſuch as are 


Enemies to holy Doctrine, and will not 
ſuffer Truth to be obſcured in that Dark- 

neſs which ought to be peculiar . 
J ror and Hereſy. | 


This 


Bin * 

Parties could net Rib a . 
Royal Highneſs bt; to makg- bim 
.amends, he had the Satisfaction pf ſer- 
ing his Projects relating to Commerce 
and the Revenue crowned with Succeſs: 
The Lottèry of the Town-houſe pro- 
duced conſiderable Sums; Ant before 
the End of the Year the MH ibi Com- 
pany had iflued Actions for at mw is; 


venty ewe Livres. 


* 


